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NAVY S

PONSORS ARE ORGANIZATION OF PATRIOTIC WOMEN

Gibraltar Is Under Rule

Soc1ety_‘ H.olds Meeting
To Carry on Traditions

Qervice in Washington Cathedral Launches
Another Year in Story of Devotion to
Welfare of Nation as Government Begins.

PROGRAM.

Sunday, February 7, at 4 pm.—
Annual patriotic service of the
Society of Sponsors in Washing-
ton Cathedral, Mount St. Alban.

Monday, February 8, at 10:15
am—Informal assembly in el
patio, Hotel Carlton; 10:45 a.m.,
opening of first session; 12: 45
p.m. reception of guests; 1! 15
pm., annual luncheon in the
Carlton room, Hotel Carlton, Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, guest of
honor.

Tuesday, February 9—10:30
am. opening of second session,
el patio, Hotel Carlton; 12:30
p.m., adjournment; 9 p.m. the
Army and Navy reception at the
White House, to which the Presi-
dent and Mrs. Roosevelt have
graciously invited all sponsors
who have not previously this
Winter attended another recep- |
tion at the White House.

By Mary Badger Wilson.

ODAY the Society of Sponsors
of the United States Navy,
gathered in Washington for
their annual meeting. are

holding a patriotic service in Wash-
ington Cathedral at 4 pm, where a
choir of midshipmer from Annapolis
will render music.

Tomorrow and the day after that
business sessions of the Society of
Sponsors are scheduled at the Hotel
Carlton. Mrs. Russell C. Langdon,
president of the society, will preside.

Mrs. Roosevelt, herself a Sponsor, |
will be the guest of honor at the |
society’s annual luncheon, held this |

year at the Carlton, and the Navy
Sponsors will be guests at the Army

and Navy reception at the White |

House on Tuesday evening.

This year the assembling of Navy
Bponsors in our Capital City has a
wider interest than wusual. The
United States is now building a big-
ger, better Navy, and our newwspa=-
pers will frequently inform us, during |

coming months, that a new battle- |

ghip, a new cruiser or a new destroyer
has “gone down the ways.”

The Navy is one institution which
might be regarded as safely mascu-
line in a world said to be fast be-
coming a woman's world. Certainly
our giant vessels will be built by men
and manned by men. But here, as
elsewhere, women will have the last
word because women will name the
ghips. Yes, our Navy has godmoth-
ers, officially known as the Society of
Bponsors.

OT until the nineteenth century !

did it become a feminine peroga-
tive to christen men-of-war. Before
that time ships were christened by
men, and prominent officials were
frequently launched with the ship.
The earliest record of a United States
Navy christening is that of the Con-
stitution, October 20, 1797, when
Capt. James Sever, U. 5. N., broke a
bottle of wine over the bow of the
irigate, John Paul Jones, himself,
was on board the America when she
was launched.

In 1828, apparently, the first woman |
sponsored an America Navy ship.
Preble’s History of the Portsmouth
Navy Yard records that: “The Con-
cord glided beautifully into her des- |

tined element and was chrustaned1

by a young lady of Portsmouth.” In
those days young ladies—whether of |
Portsmouth or elsewhere—did not
have their names in the public prints,
and so the identity of this first Spon-
sor is lost in the dimness of propriety.

By 1846 it would seem that a lim-
ited publicity had become permissible
for the sheltered sex, for in that
year it was recorded that the United
States sloop of war Germantown was
christened by Miss Watson, daughter
of John Fanning Watson, the Phila-
"delphia annalist. A reporter of the
day observed that Miss Watson “was
attired in pure white and wore in her
girdle a neat bouquet of {freshly-
culled flowers."”

From then on it became the recog-
nized procedure to have our fighting
craft sponsored by women, and only
in a few scattered instances did men
again participate in the naming of
the ships. Thus, what may have
originated as a gallant and gracious
gesture became established as a cher-
ished tradition of our Navy.

By 1908 so many women had served
as sponsors that they organized un-
der the leadership of Miss Mary Camp-
bell (now Mrs. Underwood) the So-
ciety of Sponsors of the United States
Navy, which was later incorporated.
As its name implies, the society con-
sists of women who have bestowed
names upon the fighting craft of our
country; and its objects, briefly stated,
are “the promotion of a healthy, pop-
ular sentiment for the development
and support of the United States
Navy" and “the undertaking of such
benevolent work as the society rhay
determine.”

Among the members of the society
are two former Presidents’ wives, Mrs.
Coolidge and Mrs. Hoover. The Presi-
dent’s mother, Mrs. James Roosevelt,
and his daughter, Mrs. John Boet-
tiger, are also sponsors, and on April
4, 1936, the President’s wife christened
the Navy plane carrier Yorktown,

HE Navy Department has taken fre-
| quent opportunity to show its ap-
preciation of the helpfulness of the
sponsors, and at the last annual meet-
ing of the society in Washington the
President of the United States sig-
nally honored its gathering by a
personal letter expressing his interest
in the organization and showing his
familiarity with its work.

Even though the remainder of her
life should be colorless, & Navy spon-
sor can always cherish the memory
of one vivid day. There are few ex-
periences more suthentically thrill-
ing than the launching of a great
ship, and the ceremony, however sim-
ple, is unfailingly impressive. All ages
and all peoples have observed such
ceremonials, and the traditions which
have gathered about the baptism of
ships are most interesting.

Long ago, when men had a super-
stitious fear of the elements, they
strove to propitiate the gods before
they went down to the sea in a new

- ship. Among primitive peoples there
*‘were even human sacrifices performed
'in order that the boat's deck might
=be washed with human blood. Such
darbaric practices naturally disap-
with the growth of civilizsation,

Eut the habit of mug votive offer-

ings persisted for many centuries. Old
documents record that the Chinese
“offered painted figures, and they cut
and burned them before their idols
with certain ceremonies,” singing songs
“with an unorderly tone, sounding
certain little bells.”

The ancient Egyptians and the
ancient Greeks had elaborate religious
ceremonies., The Greeks named their
vessels for the goddesses, and, accord-
ing to Appian, erected altars on the
shore when a ship was to be blessed.
The priests sacrificed bulls or calves,
and sometimes, because Poseidon, ruler

%
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U. S. Enterprise, giant new aircraft carrier, launched last October at Norfolk, Va. Mrs. Claude

A. Swanson christened the ship and became a member of the Society of Sponsors.

Like American Capital

Historic Rocky Fortress, Neighbor of Trou-
bled Spain, Has Taken New British
Position Since Days of the World War.

By Arthur D. Hayden.
(Formerly U. S. Vice Consul at

Gibraltar.) |
HE British crown colony of Gib- |

raltar is approximately 5 miles

long, & quarter of a mile wide

at its widest part and 1,400
feet high at its highest point, situated
on a peninsula extending into the sea,
being the northern of the two pillars
of Hercules of the ancients and is
bounded on the north by the neutral
ground which separates it by about
& quarter of a mile from the frontier

British battleships anchored at Gibraltar, port of the United State’s Atlantic fleet, taken from
the American consulate. The tip of Spain and "the Strait are in the distance.

of the sea, was a god particularly fond

of horses, unblemished stallions were

i offered.

DURING the Middle Ages it be-

came the practice on English as
well as contimental ships to erect
shrines to the saints, and a new vessel

| was always blessed by a prelate of |
the church “with attendant train of |

priests and choristers.,” Many Euro-
pean nations still preserve the elabo-
rate beauty of the medieval religious
ceremonials at launchings.
has a particularly beautiful tradition
which follows the baptismal rite by
having both a godmother and a god-
| father for a new ship.
| After the Reformation the launching
| ceremonies for English ships became
purely secular and remained so until
1875, when H. M. S. Alexandra was
named for the princess who was later
to be Queen of England. She re-
quested that there be a religious serv-
ice at the launching, and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury drew up the|
form of such a service, which is still |
used at all launchings of British war- |
ships.

In the early days of the United |
States the custom then prevailing in

France |

lady, taking a bad aim with her bot-
tle, struck a spectator, who sued the
admiralty for damages and recovered
heavily. Then was devised the plan
of making the bottle fast to the bow
with a lanyard. This practical plan
is always followed in our own Navy,
ard so far our annals record no injury
to innocent bystanders.

In the old Navy it was the custom
for navy yard officials to designate
the sponsor who should break the bot-
tle of wine or water and give the new |
ship its name. But the present prac- |
tice is for the Navy Department to
request the Governor of the State for
which a battleship is to be named to
nominate the ship's sponsor, and to|
request the mayor of a city for which |
a cruiser is to be named to nominate |

selects the sponsor, whenever possible

the sponsor. When vessels are named
for individuals the Navy Department

designating some member of the fam-
ily of the man for whom the ship is
named. The selection of all sponsors
must be approved by the Secretary of
the Navy and finally by the President.

‘Since every new Navy ship means
a new Navy sponsor, the Society of
Sponsors of the U. S. Navy will have |
its membership very greatly increased
during the period of naval construc-
tion on which our country is now!
entering.

Hitherto the society has been com-'
paratively small in numbers, but has
had a geographic advantage arising
from the fact that every State of the
Union has citizens who are in its!|

membership, thereby increasing it.s

tional defense. In the last public|
speech which he made before his sud- |
den death, in February, 1936, Assi.st-!
ant Secretary of the Navy H. L.|
Roosevelt called the sponsors “the liv-|
ing links between our warships and
the Nation, to whose security the
naval service is dedicated.”

DESPITE their connection with

fighting craft, the Navy Sponsors
form a remarkable peaceful society.
Pacifists, in fact, might well envy the
harmony of spirit and action which
has been achieved by this group, whose
membership has been so variously

chosen and is so geographically scat- |

tered.

the credit for which is undcubtedly

due to Mrs. Russell C. Langdon, who !
has served as national president of the
sponsors since 1922 and whose gra-
ciousness and sincerity have endeared
her to the entire membership.

In addition to their generous con-
tributions toward all funds raised for
the families of those suffering from |
| naval disasters, the sponsors have un- |
dertaken specialized welfare work of |
their own in giving preparatory school- |
ing to sons of deceased naval or Ma-

rine officers who desire to enter the|

United States Naval Academy. Their
work along this line has had very
happy results.
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| England was followed, and the be- |

| stowing of a name upon an American
fighting ship was purely a civil cere-
mony.
exception to this. When the Prince-
ton (1st) was launched in 1843, prayer
was offered by a clergyvman.

When the Oklahoma was launched
in 1914, the president of the Society
| of Sponsors (at that time Mrs. Rey-
| nold T. Hall) reguested that prayer

be offered. Since that date, through
‘ the efforts of the sponsors, the custom

of having prayer at a launching has |
become well established. The prayer
used is the same which was offered
at.the launching of the Princeton in
1843. '

‘ ALTHOUGH women bestow the

names upon our fighting craft,
there has been but one vessel on the
Navy lists ever to be named for a
woman. That was the Harriet Lane,
named for the niece of President
Buchanan, a ship which was trans-
ferred to the Navy from the Treasury
Department.

The naming of vessels of the Navy
is governed by statute, the first of
such statutes having been passed by
Congress in the year 1819. Under
the laws existing at present, battle-
ships and armored cruisers are named
for the States of the Union; cruisers
for cities; torpedo boat destroyers for
distinguished naval officers, for heroic
enlisted men, for Secretaries of the
Navy, for distinguished inventors and
in a few instances for United States
Senators and Congressmen dis-
tinguished in the naval committees.
Mine sweepers are named for the
various birds, while submarines are
designated by letters and numerals.
The first airship to be named and
christened was the Shenandoah, the
Indian name meaning “Daughter of
the Stars.”

A bottle of wine has been broken
upon the bow of the majority of our
Navy vessels at the time of naming,
but in some cases water has been used,
and in a few instances both wine and
water. A bottle of whisky was broken
over the bow of the Princeton and
over the frigate Raritan in 1843; a
bottle of brandy was used at the
launching of the San Jacinto in 1850
and also on the New Ironsides in 1862.
It is recorded that “a fair young woms=
an sponsor broke a bottle of pure Irish
whisky over the bow of the Shamrock
in 1863, bestowing the name.”

Most of our American sea customs
derive from the English navy, and so
it is interesting to know that the Eng-
lish adopted the practice of breaking
2 bottle of wine on the bow of a ship
in the year 18980. Before that they
used the ceremony of the cup, which
has been described in a.coomtl of the

deck with a joyful face
the water, and drank rwnlly

great silver goblet to her good fort un e.
The cup was passed by him among
his attendant knights, and when
emptied was thrown overboard.”

'I‘HIB habit of tossing silver goblets

into the sea was too expensive to
suit the frugal notions of the lords of
the admiralty, who abolished it, sub=
stituting the custom of breaking a
bottle of wine. The new custom seems
to have been followed without mishap
for more than a hundred years, until
1811, when it became the English
fashion for a lady to christen the ships

E
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its heavier guns, and its importance
now rests in its great value as a naval
base,

At the base of the rock itself, along
its western side, for a greater part of
its length, lies the line wall, part of
the old and long-since obsolete forti-
fications, and beneath it, extending to
and into the Bay of Algeciras, is the
dockyard, with huge gr..nite dry docks
capable of taking the largest battle-
ships, together with machine shops,
etc., capable of completely overhaule
ing the largest ships—building them, in
fact, if given the raw material

Huge watersheds have been built at
great cost, on the east side of the rock,
to catch the seasonal rains, October to
March, inclusive, to be stored in the
large caves under the rock itself, and
every building has its tile roof water=
shed to catch every drop of rain
against the dry season in the concrete
reservoirs under the buildings that oce
cupy the place in our cellars.

After the war Gibraltar suffered
greatly from the suspension of nearly
all its commerce and the drastic eco-
nomics of both the British and local
colonial governments, together with
the practical closing of the Spanish
ports of entry at La Linea and Alge-
ciras, the reduction of the garrison and
the withdrawal of the Atlantic fleet to
England as its base. All of this re-
sulted in great hardship to the people
of Gibraltar and nearby Morocco and
Spain.

UNT]'L the advent of Primo Rivera,

the dictator of Spain, Gibraltar
had been kept isolated from the rest of
Europe by land by the Spanish gove
ernment almost entirely because of
Spain’s resentment at England’'s occu-
pancy of Gibraltar. In fact, the title
of the Spanish governor of Algeciras,
5 miles across the bay, is to this day
“Governor of Algeciras and Gibraltar,
now temporarily in possession of the

Very few organizations shothown of La Linea de la Conception, |
influence in support of a proper na- | g fine a co-operative spirit, much of | On the border of the province of Cadiz, |

Spain. The colony is bounded on
. the east by the Mediterranean Sea,
on the south by the Strait of Gib-
raltar and on the west by the Bay
of Algeciras, forming a peninsula ex-
tending into the sea.

Relations between Gibraltar, Spain

and Morocco have always been inti- |

| mate. Gibraltar has always depended
| largely upon Morocco and Spain for
her food supplies; Morocco largely
and Spain somewhat less for dairy and
farm products, fruits, etc., while a
very large part of the immediately
adjacent Spanish populace has sub-
sisted upon profits derived from the

| smuggling of contraband from “The

Rock” or “Gib,” as Gibraltar is gen-
erally called.

BE:FORE the coming of Primo Riv-

era, the saying was that one
could take “a house and lot” into
Spain through the customs at La
Linea, the Spanish port of entry on

| that side of the neutral ground, which,

incidentally, separates the British and
Spanish sentry lines, provided one
had previously “arranged” with the
proper customs officials at La Linea.
In fact, it was generally understood
that any one receiving the appoint-
ment as chief of customs for the

sition to retire at its end.

On the other hand, if preliminary |
arrangements were neglected, one ran

confiscation if caught trying to “get
by"” without formal declaration; and

possession were immediately confis-
cated, the owner not even being al-
lowed to return with them to Gib-
raltar.

Gibraltar being practically a free
port, the only duty a very light one
on tobacco and spirits, while Spain
maintained extortionate duties on
practically everything, the successful
smuggler's rewards were most alluring.

under a military governor, while prac-
tically a free port commercially, had
most unbending and strictly enforced

native born or there officially in one
in | capacity or another. With regard to a
British crown colony, it is of inter-
est to note that its inhabitanis are
under the same status as are those
of the District of Columbia, in that

only to take what they get from the
authorities assigned there by the
CTOWIL

MOBT outstanding, from an Ameri-

dinal law that no foreigners could take
up permanent residence on the rock,
six months being the absolute limit
that a foreigner might remain, as a |
guest in a hotel o~ even as the guest
of a legal inhabitant. In fact, a Brit-
ish subject could only become a resi-
dent after first making written appli- |
cation, which had to state his reasons |
for wishing to reside in Gib, his ability
properly to care for himself and fam-
ily, if he had a family: what he in-
tended to do if admitted, if he wished |
to set himself up in business, the na-

tified evidence of his past in every es-
sential detail, all of which had to be

nial government. And if favorably
passed upon and the applicant de-|
sired to set himself up in a business
before his application could be finally
approved, it had to be determined
whether there existed an actual need
for the enterprise the applicant pro-
posed to set up. If all these require-
ments had been successfully met, then
the applicant might receive the desired
permit to settle in the colony.

There are many reasons why the
clvillan population is so strictly lim-
ited. The outstanding‘one, the one
that is invariably given as being amply
sufficient in itself, is the fact that Gib-
raltar is—Afirst, last and ai the time—
a fortress. Therefore it is obviously
essential that the number of civilians
be kept as low as possible, that there

may be as few as possible to be fed in
time of war, especially when it is real-
ized that there is no fresh water save
rain water and that it rains but six

months out of the year.

AB FOR Gibraltar’s military value,
since the World War its value as

a military fortress has steadily slump-

75 | ed, because of submarines, airplanes
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usual four-year term would be in po- |

a very good chance of losing all by |

many articles were prohibited, even |
though declared, and if found in one’s |

Gibraltar, a British crown colony |

restrictions applying to every one not |

they have no vote and absolutely |
nothing to say about the laws by |
which they are governed, being allowed |

can -woint of view, was the car- | T

ture of his business, together with cer- |

passed upon and approved by the colo- |

British,” the Spaniards will all tell
you, and once a year he makes an offi-
cial call upon the governor of Gibrale
tar, receives a 21-un salute and ree
turns to Algeciras. In due course, his
call is returned, the governor of Gibe
raltar receives a 21-gun salute and res
turns to Gib. And so it has gone on
for years and years and will till who
knows when?

As a result of this long-continued
animoesity, years ago. when the Brit-
ish built their railroad from the Span-
ish rail junction of Bobadilla south,
through Ronda, toward Gibraltar, in
an eflort to establish rail connection
between Gib and the rest of Europe,
the Spanish government would not
allow them to build the road directly
into Gibraltar, but made them build
to Algeciras, which is 5 miles away on
the opposite side of the bay of the
same name, from which place a line
of steamers had to be established to
connect with Gibraltar.

THE Spanish government saw to it
| that there was no way into Spain
from Gibraltar by land, without going
over about 3 miles of deep sand.
There was a fair road from Gibraltar
across the neuiral ground to La Linea
de la Conception, then about 3 miles
of no road at all, over deep, coarse
sand to Campamento, the best going
being as close to the water as possible
and then at low tide, but even then
the wheels farthest from the waters
of the bay were always nearly hub
| deep for the entire distance.
| The result was that if one wished to
i drive into Spain from Gibraltar, in
one of the two or three motor cars
| then there, it was necessary to are
range ahead of time for mules to tow
[ your car to Campomento, unless one
(had a car light in weight and high
| powered for the weight, which could
stagger through if several refills for
| the radiator were carried, and then
bearings were burned out frequently.
Once off the beach, good roads care
ried one to all parts of Spain and be=
| yond.
| As for garages, there were none—
one had to find an empty stall in &
stable and park there. Repairs—your
| bicycle man was your only salvation,
and tires all had to be brought down
from England, while your gas came
direct from the U. S. A.

Gibraltar is practically all solid rock,
| save the comparatively small area of
low, flat land, containing two ceme-
teries and the race track, north of the
rock itself, and which appears as the
| sea in advertisements. It is known as
the north front and is bounded on
the north by the neutral ground, lead-
ing to Spain. Though at one time be=
| sieged for seven years by the Spanish,
| it has never been taken since the Brit-
‘1511 flag first flew from its topmost
| crag.

'HE populace is a conglomeration of
Spanish, Maltese, Italian, English,
Scotch and Irish, with an occasional
Moor thrown in. It is also the only
habitat of wild apes in Europe, and
|ho\r~ they originally got there is an
| unsolved mystery, though it is thought
| by many that they gained the rock
through a subterranean passage under
the strait from Africa, that led them
into one of the caves within the rock.
They move down to the low levels in
Winter, and as warm weather ape
| proaches move up. higher and higher.
Their marksmanship with rocks is fa-
mous, one of them having once hit a
| sentry with a rock on the head and
knocked him unconscious.

“The scum of the Levant” an une
; diplomatic and newly arrived governor
once called the natives in his inaugue
ral address from the balcony in front
of Government House, shortly after
his arrival from England to assume
his role as military governor for a
term of four or five years. His speech
was met with silence by the natives.
The next P. & O. carried a delgation
from the local Chamber of Commerce
to protest to his majesty’s secretary
for the colonies im London. A few
weeks later the new governor and all
his household proceeded from Govern=
ment House, along empty streets, not
a native blind but that was shut, not
a curtain but was drawn, nor a door
that was not closed along his entire
route, to the King's Stairs in his maj=
esty’s dock yard, where a government
barge took them alongside the home-
ward-bound P. & O, just in from the
Orient. And that was the end of his
excellency.

Like their neighbors, the Spanish
and the Moors, the “Scorpions,”
the English sometimes call them, are
a proud people!

Capt. P, C. E. Hayter, an aviator,
was fined $500 for smuggling cigars
snd brandy into England from France,




