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4ir Croup Flve went ebosrd the "Big Zer”™ st Alsneda, Celiforais,
ebout two deys before She =et sail on har disasirous cruise te Jepen, I
do Sguadron Five for about feo

ur monthe while we completsd

hed bssa in Torps g
preparation to hit the Jap forces when opportunity would

our treining in
permit,

Thie wes my first bit of ses duty and everything sboerd ship wes
Biranss end new to me, ¥e were ell excited sbout lesving the pood old
U.S.A. Wnen on the morning of FebFusFy 7th, 1946, we swakensd in our new
querters to the sound of hurried preperstions to get undsr wey., Quickly we
dressed end went up on the Flight Deck to weteh as the hip slowly left the
dock and turned down San Frereiseo Bey heeded towarde the opes sea, Tt was
8till derk when we first oceme on deek but the Erey Cewn €oop geve Way 10
the light of & new dey zs we mude our way under the Frisco-Oskland bridge
pest Alestrer end the thiekly populstsd hills of San Frencisco, itself,
Soon we pessed undsr the Golden Gate Bridge snd out to face the broad _
Pacific, Ws—me left the U, 5. behind end Just whet wae in store for uz we
did not know,

The next few davs passed by plesssntly enough with all of us getting
used to 1life sboard ship, There were many things to do end see snd I was
guite enjoying myself, Te had the Flight Deck full of plenes to drop off
when we hit the Esweijans so we didn't dec any flying,

Before dewn on February 13th, I wae up on the flight deok and we
could see the lights of Pearl Harbor in the far distance, We hsd been six
days without seeing lend end it was & pleesant sight to sse .~ To know thst
the lights of Fearl Harbor were burning was quits & relief for 1 ther imew
thet the Jepe wouldn't be bothering us for ewhile anyway, It was after 10320
when we were ellowed to enter the Harbor, It was & beautiful dey with &
goodly breeze blowing scross the deck, but &ll hande were up to sse tne
countryside s& we pulled in. The water wae & beautiful deep blus &t Tirst;
then s we came intc the mouth of the harbor it was more 1like topar. Ah yes
it was reslly pretty. The Island of Oshu is quite & pretty plasce with
folisge all slong the banks of the Harbor with Fleasant green countryside
in the background, There are ell kinds of military establishments around ==
Army, Nevy, and Merines, There is & Range of mounteins on the island that
reeoh up to the eloude; it sesems thet there ers always cloudes surrourding
high peakes, We hed to stand quarters on the way ip and that interrupted my
eight-seeing for ewhile, There were scores of ships in the Harbor,
sirplense buzzing around over heed, and a very warm sun shining down on the
world. We docked and had the efternocon off, so I went to Ford Islsnd end
looked up & pood friemd of mine, visiting until time to po back to the ship.
We were in port one dey while they unloaded the plenss we wers ferrying;
then we put tc see for & week of cerrier operatione, We completed it with-
out sny troudle in our squedron, bui the fighters lost two planse and
pilets in & mid-eir collision, We were flying et the time and &ll I sew wes
& blg spleeh where they hit the weter,



L

Wean we pot back to Pesrl Hearior we wert sshore with our pesr Tor a
weel, ERirbt of us were to po te tow rolicol for & few duvs RO wo stuved
on Ford Jeland twd> Zays befors joluing the scusdron at Eeneohe hay, We
didr't get sny schooling so on the seoond dey we got er old truck to take
us over, The truck wee in mighty poor condition end I feared we'd never
meke it, We went through Bonolulu snd up over the Pall, which is guite =
mountainous rosd, It is beautiful ocountry to drive through end I wisk that
T could heve teken some piotures, When we msde it through the pase snd
sterted on the downgrade the surrounding countryside wes epresd out in s
penoreme of color with the ocsan spresding out in the distence, & truly
besutiful sight, The winding roed iF“similer to so meny of the rosds im
the mourtaine et home, crooked snd stesp. .

We siaysd st Fenache for one week whils our ship wees guelifving esother
Alr Group for carrier cpsretion, It was nice thers with E good plece to
swim, & pofball gems every efternoon, snd not toc mueh flying and work, We
ell sgreed thet it would be nice to Stay &round swhile, but et the end of
the week ---= It was on the 26th when our planes flew sboard the carrier
eezt of Oehu teking sll of the officers &nd part of the men, #/The planss
returned in the night so by 0415 the following morning we hed our gear
pecked end were in the chow hall, We ete such a breekfest ms the ocooke
would give us at that early hour {for they weren't happy sbouz heving %o
get up st thet tive); then we went to the ready roome whesre the plenes wsre
weitling, We were off before the surn came up and headed eestward., ¥We flew
for stout en hour before we sighted the carrier end the Bsst wae just light-
ing up, The carrier blended im with the weter eoc well that it appesred 1ite
& derk shadow, We pessed meverel of the other islands op the way out., As
per uguel the torpedo squadron landed lsst so it wee daylight by the time
cur turn ceme to lend. Then our time came, the wheels dropped inte thsir
plece end lock, the tail hook came out into positiorn, and the flape lowsred,
We, ineide, Tactened our safety belte and we're resdy te lend, I waiched
cut of the window end just when the weke of the ship wae in view the pilet
cut the enpine snd we dropped to the deck with & thud. The hook ceught
the cable and we ceme to sp ebrupt halt., From there on the plene hendlers
took over end directed the pilot forwerd intc position for respotting.
Safe eboerd once agein!

We stesmsd beck to Pesrl Harbor ard ae usual we hed tc stend et
querters ell the way in. The next two deys we were in Port end being most
fortunetle I hed liberty, I went ir elome the first day and eew part of the
city of Honolulu, The L.D,S, teberpacle cams under my observetion., It is
e besutiful structure end the grounds are plenned and kept well, I hed &
very pleasant chst with the lady who wee in charge st thet tims and shse
told me & little about the islends which wat very interestirg, Returning
te the bare 1 found that twe of my friends were on the Intrepid which had
pullec into port that day. I went sboerd the ship end locsted them,

Relpr. Albieton end Lynn Shearer ere two very fine pecple end we hed e nice
chel together. The next dey Ralph end I went to town, vieited the
tebernecle, end locked around and took some pictures, I had te get back
to the shir to meet Chepleirn Boud so I perted with Ralph in town. I mde
it to the ship just e¢ Cheplein Roud wes getting reedy to leave, I had
beer deleyed but I wee surely neppy that I mede it in time to mest him,



he te’ked Tor £ little while and ther dr s zhort Yot trnrarsive o ool el et ol
wniek took plece in hie feep, I war set mpart ss an V1.4, Girour lesdsr by
the laying orn of hende, Thet wee s wondsriul feeling end the humble
lecation only added to the importence of such a exlling,

The rext dey we laft port hesded for the fer sdvenced bese at Tlithi
wheére wo were to join the flaet, I started iooking for thes L.D.E, boys on the
ship, end tefore we resched Ulithi I had lessted 16 men, I held ons mesting
in which 8 men participsted, I pot to know seversl of tha boys pretty well
in thet ten deys from Feerl Earbor to Ulithi, On Nerch i2, we dropped anchor
in the midet of more ships thran 1. sver creamsd existed; ships for miles
on end. The muete when first zeef {Pom s distence reminded ms of & huge pine
forest with most of the upper brenches kmooked off, The "Big E" wee the
thircé ship down the line st the enchorege, but they wouldr't let ue irermsmit
perscoel messagee 60 I wae unsble to contact Phil, I know now it wes Juet
&s ¥=2ll thet ] didnt't,

, We steyed irn port ome day end on the morning of arch 13th, I watched
the “Eig E" seil pest us ae she went to take her piece ir the tesk force,
Shortly efterwerds we did the same &nd tosk our plece ir B task group
(S6.2), The U,5.8, Bancock wes ir our group eleong with ©we emeller carrisrs
énd & numbsr of desiroysrs szd eruisers for protection, This wee what we'd
been treining go long for I We were hesded for the Japanese homelend to

eee whet demege we could do to their repeining Air Foree and it wes & large
soele sseeult. On the wey up all of the last minute details were teler cere of,
with the orewmen end pilete being briefed ae to what to expect when we did
etert meking reids, In thie marmer the next few daye pessed guickly by.
Ther the dey for ocur first strike on Jepsn ceme, Everyoue wes up early that
morning; the time dewn was iighting the Eestern sky our planes were ready teo
teke off, I wr&n't op the morming reid, sll of the plenes got off Okey, so
1 eweet it out with the rest of the men sboaré ehip, They were gone about
four houre end when they ceme beck we were very much relisved to fimé that
all of the torpsde plenes returnsd sefely. We only lost three fightere, end
one pilot wae ploked up by ome of our submarines wrnich was stetionsd for
thet purpose, '

1 wae on the afterncon reié end it was guite en affair -- We took off

about noon, jeined up with the other plenes, and were off on our first

ccmbat mission, We climbed stendily so thet by the time we sighted the
Jepernece cosst we were et 18,000 ft, Believe me it wae ocold up there and
we neerly froze. Our target wae en sirfisld nearly acrose the Islend of
Eyushu, Soon after we were over lend I spctted two sirfielde on our

terbtoard, Om our Port wes e big rece treck end I thought st the time thst
it would muke me feel & lot better if the Jepe were watching & rece instead
of etending behind gine te shoot &t us, I thought of & lot of pleces I
would rether have been than where I was with s losd of bombs to drop on them,
Sonsstly, it dosen't mske sense for people to be shooting eech other up,
but then -- . On our port I could see & group of volcenic mounteins, some
of which hed water in the hollow on top. We flew over these mounteirs end
the terget wae dead aheed, Ruse, the pilot, calle back to us, “Okay boys,
thie ie it, pet reedy to go in." So he pushed over into & glide et sbout
12,000 ft, BHe pulled up a bit then pushed on over; one of the chutss fell
into my lap and 1 quiekly set it mside, I was watching to see whet we hit



but whep trhe field ceme ¢ my view hoche were vursting 1l over the tlece
tnet I wesn't B btit sure where ouse Eit; bowever, I am surs that they were
ight ip there, We dreppesd the bombs bLeiwesn four or five thousand ft, then
¢pt right on goipg uctil we hit sbout 1500 Ft, when we pulled out end high
telled it scrose the bey. Just ss we pulled ocut the esczpe hateh csme out

T the turret, making en swful recket es 3t glenced off the stabilizer, For
moment I thought we hed been hit, 2nd I wes very much relieved when the
truth wes mede kuown, Thers wes only light opposition B0 we didn't lase any
plenes, However, one 2id come beck with & hole ir its port wing., The last

I gew of the fleld was ¢ mess of dust &nd emole. At we pulled oui over the
bey &n Americen submerine wee to B8 peen on the surfece, We joined up Bnd
heeded bmck to our carrier, We eighted & little burge enrcute £o the
Fighiers went cowrn and strsfed 3t, the lest seen of it wes & spiral of smoks
rising upwerd, The rest of the ride was uneventiul but it Sure weE Ewall

to ™ om the deck onee rzein, Tney reported thet over m thoussnd plames were
over Jspen thet day and thet our loseer were very smell, while & lot of dsmspe
wee done to ensmy instellatiors, To tell ¥you the truth it sesmsd very
Strenge to me thet there wss go little cppoelition. We didn't see any plance
in the sir {et lesst I didn't) and there weren't too many et the eir field
we bLonbed, There were the Jap plenss we'd been hearing ebout? I fipured
they must have expscted us to do something like that enm? flew most of them
to some cther islend, The nexrt day wesn't sc unevertful snd we surely found
out where pert of their plenes hed been hiding,

Tne next morming et eabout 0545 I relled out of my sack =nd got ready
to go o chow with ome of the other fellows, The rlenes were teking off om
thelr morning strikes as we mede our wey to the chow hell, We hed slept E te
beceuse we weren'i scheduled to fly until the efternocon nhop, My friend,

Jizr Feine, end I just got through the chow line whexn thinge became mixed up,
Boom! Eoom'! &and the chow hell wer & riot ac the fellows tried to get to their
bettle etetions, Not having mny betile station I Juet got back out of the
way (I had two elioes of bresd end some butter, soc I put the butter oz the
breed, Jemmed the elices together, and proceeded to eet), The fellows
couldn't get out beceuse the entire hengar deok was on fire, the forward

chow hell was in shembles, and they all ended up in the part of the chow hall
where 1 wes, They finelly got some semblence of order in the place and we
were told to sit on the deck where the smoke wesn't so bad, We wers con=-
fired in this menner for over an hour snd could heer the ewful explosicne
thet were going on esbove us, We were wondering how lomg it would keep up

end how we wWould ever get out, There was & Lieutenant who knew +he ship
pretty well sandé he finelly took & few mer out with him to see if they could
meke it. They made it all right; then he cems beek for +the rest of ue, The
smcke end fumes ir the center chow hell were terrible snd we had %o hold

onte or keep toucking the mer sheed of us in order to follow him, We finelly
ceme to en air vert whick led 4o the outside of the ship, end it was through
thie thet we clirbed and orawled to freedom end fresh eir, Boy, what e
relief to be out in the oper omoe agein -(I thanked My Heavenly Fsther that
he delivered me from that grest danper end it etands se s testimony of ths
Mercy of Cod), We climbed dowr into & forty mm, gun mount or the starbosrd
£lde and maede our way forward to the ladder going up to the flight deck,

The flight ceck was strewn wittk fire hose &nd trash, while men were still
fighting the bleze which wee reging from the islend structurs on aft, Thers
wee & group of mern up forwerd so I made mv way to them, from them I got &



roeurt. cutline &r to the cruse of our rlight., One Jap pluzs mude it pest

our Zeflerezs end droppnd twe 030-round bembe or our ‘deck. Jt then beet it
but was shol dowr & few mirutes luter by our figrters, Ine dunmpe was done,
¥oet of our plande were stil) on the deck enc were blown %o bits by the bombs

deck &nd
&nd ges ir them, All of ths TEN's were losded with 500 pounders ready to
hit the jsp fleet st Kobe ané Fure, The ¢ight bambere that were still onm
the deck were slso losded heavily, while there wers several Tiry Tims (our
biggest sirborne rockets) losded on the fightsre om the eft end of the Tlight
deck, The Jap bombs only met off the fire works scd our own wsepong did the
rest, The job of desSruction wes nsarly complets,

At first we were afraid nearl¥ all of our men wers killsd, but later
we found that most of them had gone cver the fantsil ard were picked up by
Bogonrarying dsstroyers,

At 0700 evsrything wee nice and peeceful; one hour later evervithing
¥&e e Dig mees end the ship wes listing hard to sterboard, Hurdrede of men
went overbtosrd end most of the men in the plences get cut and went over the
fepteil, At sbout 1100 the Cruiser Ssnte Fe cams slong ride amd mort of the
remeining men were trensferred te her, 1 stepped into my comperiment, put
& few of the thinzs thet were or my bunk in my ditoy beg, and stepped sboard
the crulser, The water wss rether rough end the forward gun mount wes
rieing ené falling within ebout e foot of the cst walk, s¢ I just steppsd to
the gun mount and =lid down to the Z2eck,

Ve wore or the "ente Fe for four daye & we seiled baek to Ulithi,
The time epent shosrd the oruiser was guite enjoysble for me under the
ciroumstencee, The mer treeted ue swell sven though we did crowd them
pretiy muck, I went to bible class evsry evening and met & group of reslly
ewell christian fellows, I hed severel fine discuesions which 1 enjoyed very
imeh,

Shortly afier we were hit a five-inch shell burst op the deck of
the "Big E," sc she had to ocome back to Ulithi with us for repairs. As soon
88 we hit port I hed & messege sent to Phil sboard the "Big E," telling
hir where 1 was and that I was &ll right, Shortly afterwarde we wsre
treneferred to the U,.5.5, Gensral Scott, a troop ehip where we spent the
night end the next dey., It was Sundsy and I missed out on the L.D.S.
meeting because I was up on the bridge sending snother blinker messepe to
Phil, ter, however, I loosted the Chief who wes in charge of the meetinge
end he took me below to chow me the ship enc the place where he worked,

He got out some of the best ice cream I hed tested in & long time end geve
me £ very generous portion. Ummm Yum! That evening we were trensferred
te the U,S,.5.0neide for treneport te Guem, The next morning, March 26th,
I sent another message to the "Big E" %o iet Phil know whers I wag, It wes
getting lete end I wae ebout to think he couldn't meke it. He did show up
though end believe me I was peppy to see him, He had received my first
meeeege enc had started out on Sundey morming enly to arrive st ths Sante
Fe tc find I wasn't there, Ee hed & bum steer end with transportetion as
it was he spent the dey without oetehing up with me apnd hed to spend the
night on encther ship. The next morning he went to the Frenklin where he
met some of our mwen who told him where we wers. And Bo it wes +hat efter
e day and & half my beloved brother csught up with me, And then the hour

thet he hed te stay psssed orly too guickly and he had te return te his ship,



Bext wes & day =nd s kelf journey to lusm, through roup) sems, with
scme of the boys petting pretty sick. I was & bit upset myeelf and ths
show 61

dn't set too well with mwe, but I made it without e ssrious miehap,

Tren we sighted the gresn elad hille of Guem end sbout noon we
drepped enchor in the herbor. We were beached on Guem for two deys where
we relsxed and took 1ife essy, GUAW, thet Island thet the Americens fought
80 kard for., The Yenke and Jepe reel ly pleyed hevoe with the towns =nd
villagee of the Fetives on the Islepd, Ta drove through & zood deel of the
Telend end it wes most interesting, A& it mow stands, It 1g covered with
fellege, rulre, preveyerds end Americdin installetions, As ie ususl it hes
& grest meny besches; however, not £l11 of 4hepk ere sefe axd especislly bt
right, eince there are still & goodly mumber of Jeps present who sre Just
weltine for enyope 1o stray too fer elone, In psace time I think Cuer was
& pretity plece end when pesce comee sgain it will be rebuilt, These tiay
netive buts remind ons of & ohildrern's play house, hardly big enough to
stand up in, For two deys ws set sround doing &e we plessed or nothing if
we withed. Some of us weehed our clothes anéd that red dirt, blown by the
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wird inte them, wes hard to weslh out,

Merceh 31st -- "CE men, peck your gear, we're going to FPearl Barbor
end maybe to the Steise,”™ We 8]l perked up because those ere the words
we'd beer weliting to hesr, About 0645 we loaded our geer in the truoks,
elirbad shoard, snd were off, We drove elong good roade through pretiy but
torc-up country. Ruine passed by our view, ther graveyards — fields of
white stekes to show how msmy of our boys geve their lives for this Pecific
outpost, Past beeched fenced off for military personnel, we resched the
lending where we unloaded our gesr and went aboercé the U.8.S, Barnee, CVE 20,

&pril lst - Eester Morming, I held s meeting eboerd the ship end
hed & pretity feir turnout, but I ween't prepared to give the lesson ar well
a8 I snould heve been, It hat been e wonderful exparienee for me snd I
heve lsarmed to get up in fromt of people 2nd to spesk without gueking.
Trhere wae e wonderful epirit there enyway and I felt well repsid for my
ef7orte, We wers under way to Pesarl Harbor,

£z soon es we were settled down eboerd the Barnee and had put out
fron Guem for Peerl Harbor we ell felt = little better, though most of us
were still plenty jumpy &8 we scon found oui. They put nesrly ell of the
third cless ren oo working detaile end it wes my lot to help out in the
vegetable locker prepering them for cooking., Tubs of poteioss were peeled
each dey but I didn't mind until they had tc peel & lot of big onions at
the ceme time, Here we four fellows sat mround huge tubs of spuds working
ewey with btig tears rumning down our faces, It must bave been guite & sight
for we =211 hed to leugh ourselves, On our off-hours we spent &f much time
in the sur es we could so we'd have & nice ten when ws pot home, We called

our new job by the title of "Avietion Spud Peeler" as our mein duty wes
to fiy,



