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John Paul Jones

In 1777, the launching of an  American Con-
tinental frigate christened Ranger, set into motion
a series of events that would, today, astound the
crew and commander of the Revolutionary War-era :
vessel. M

Today, over 200 years later, our mighty war- "
ship dwarfs her namesake in size and power, but M
matches, without a doubt, the sense of pride and .
dedication in the knewledge that she has and con- "
tinues to serve her nation to the utmost of her .
abilities. i

Therefore, on this, our Ranger's 25th anniver- :
sary, it is only fitting that the man who began the "
great tradition of Ranger speak in her behalf. Our »
featured speaker for today's program is Capt. John
Paul Jones of the Continental Navy.




In 1776, the Comtinental Comgress 3ct
declaration that, in its summation, stated the de-
sire of its members and their constituents to be-
come 2 free nation,
s forefathers, however, were well

2 flerce war for i b‘mnm El!’fwllhd]g'
ces they hoped i be capable of securing
the new-bom na she

tion the
for. Those forces included the Continental Navy
and, jnhhﬁ;:: flest in the autumn of 1777, 2
call

shi; o] Ranger.
13ﬂmla n Continental frigate, named in bon-  take L}phupomhn on the Asiatic station, resdy
or of the ﬁ'nmum, N.H., militia Roger's Ran-  to defend American interests and policy in the
gers, was to play a leading role in the develop- Far East.
ment of the new nation. Weighing in &t 308 tons, The fifth ed America's inter-
¢ camried sboard her 140 crewmen and the ests much closer to home, She was 1 coastal
de of the Amerlcan fleet, ling o per in the Sixth Naval District, serving
n Jomes durdng Wodd War L
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Fametmproves Myﬁ

As incomprehensible as
the USS Ranger (CV-61) would
be to the crewmembers of the

Continental ship that orig-
inally bore the name, per-
haps this massive aircraft

carrier's eventual successor

will be evidence of an even
more advanced technology.
And in the final equation,

Ranger may have done no more

than what was expected of
her.

However, Ranger is far
from adding another star to

her bold insignia's
predecessors. Instead, sym-
bolically, she begins her
second quarter-century steam-
ing a vast ocean, proclaim-
ing her strength, in the
performance of her mission.
Since her commissioning, 25
years ago today, in peace
and in battle, Ranger has
become an 80,000-ton ideal;
peace and prosperity through
strength. Born of the stren-
gth of a nation, she pro-
claims her right to freedom
throughout the oceans of the
world.

seven

On her silver anniversary
Ranger joins only four other
aircraft carriers that have
achieved this milestone. In
this, as a United States
ship, she has become a source
of inspiration. Through the

dedication and spirit of the

officers and men who have
served on her, she has blaz-
ed her wake in history, and
kept her name proud.

Now, the Top Gun of the
Pacific Fleet presses on,
steaming into a new age. And
perhaps Ranger's lifespan

will prove somewhat insigni-
ficant in the ultimate bal-
ance. But she is 25 years
young and constantly improv-
ing to conquer the everchang-
ing challenges of the modern
Navy. As Capt. John Paul
Jones might have said--she
has only begun to fight--for
her rightful place in his-
tory.




25 Years

of Pride In Profile




RANGER HONOR ROLL

Captain Charles C. Booth II 10 Aug 1957 - 5 MAR 1958
Captain Paul D. Buie 5 MAR 1958 - 23 MAY 1959
Captain Noel A.M. Gaylor 23 MAY 1959 - 4 JUN 1960
Captain Donald Gay, Jr. 4 JUN 1960 - 5 MAY 1961
Captain William N. Leonard 5 MAY 1961 - 7 MAY 1962
Captain George C. Duncan 7 MAY 1962 - 20 MAY 1963
Captain William E. Lemos 20 MAY 1963 - 28 MAY 1964
Captain Alton B, Grimes 28 MAY 1964 - 10 MAY 1965
Captain Leo B. McCuddin 10 MAY 1965 - 7 JUN 1965
Captain William M. Harnish 7 JUN 1965 - 20 OCT 1966
Captain William E. Donnelly, Jr. 20 OCT 1966 - 27 MAR 1968
Captain William.H. Livingston 27 MAR 1968 - 28 JUN 1969
Captain Joe P. Moorer 28 JUN 1965 - 20 JUN 1970
Captain Joseph L. Coleman 20 JUN 18970° - 3 SEP 1971
Captain Henry P. Glindeman, Jr. 3 BEP1971 - 2] MAY 1973
Captain Allen E, Hill 21 MAY 1973 - 22 NOV 1974
Captain John L. Nichelson, Jr. 22 NOV 1974 - 17 SEP 1976
Captain Douglas R. McCrimmon 17 SBP 1976 " - 17 JUN 1978
Captain Thomas G. Moore 17 JUN 1978 - 22 MAY 1879
Captain Roger E. Box 22 MAY 1979 - 20 OCT 1980
Captain Dan A. Pedersen 20 OCT 1980 - 11 JUN 1982

Captain A. A. Less
11 JUN 1982
COMMANDING OFFICER
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