


From the Commanding Ofticer
Captain Mark R. Milliken

On behalf of the more than 5,000
Sailors and Marines serving on INDEPEN-
DENCE, the U.S. Navy’s oldest active-duty
ship, “Welcome Aboard Freedom’s Flag-
ship!” USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62) is
the United States Navy’s only forward
deployed aircraft carrier and flagship for
Commander, Carrier Group FIVE/Battle
Force SEVENTH Fleet in Yokosuka, Japan.

A mobile airfield that’s able to travel
more than 500 miles (800 kilometers) a day,
INDEPENDENCE is a completely self-
contained city with aircraft repair centers,
electric and steam power plants, medical and dental facilities and even a
radio and television station. More than 70 aircraft of Carrier Air Wing
FIVE provide INDEPENDENCE with awesome striking power and
tactical flexibility, making her one of the most powerful weapons systems in
the world today.

What we hope you remember most after your visit is that it takes well
trained people with exceptional skills to bring this mass of steel to life.
Young, dedicated, hardworking Sailors and Marines are Indy's lifeblood.
They have volunteered to serve their country, and are proud of the role they
play in the United States Navy and Marine Corps.

It is a pleasure to have you aboard. Enjoy your visit.




Captain Mark R. Milliken

Commanding Officer
USS Independence (CV-62)

Caprain Mark R. Milliken was born in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Upon
graduation from the U.S. Naval Academy; Class of 1975, he was assigned to
NAS Pensacola, Florida, as a student Naval Flight Officer in September
1975,

Following his initial training at VI-10, and advanced training in Air-
borne Tactical Data Systems in the E-2C Hawkeye, Captain Milliken was
designated a Naval Flight Officer in October 1976 and assigned to the
"Steeljaws' of VAW-122. While at VAW-122, he deployed on USS KITTY
HAWK (CV 63) and USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62).

In 1980, Captain Milliken was assigned to the "Greyhawks" of VAW-120
as an instructor and model manager of the E-2C. During his tour, he was
selected as the Hawkeye of the Year.

From 1983 through 1985, Captain Milliken served as the Operations
Officer with the "Tigertails" of VAW-125 deploying on USS SARATOGA
(CV 60). During his tour, he was selected as the NAVAL AIR FORCES
ATLANTIC FLEET Naval Flight Officer of the year.

In September 1985, Captain Milliken reported as the Personal Aide to
the Vice Chief of Naval Operations in Washington D.C. In March 1987, he
served as the Flag Lieutenant and Personal Aide to the Commander-in-Chief
of Allied forces Southern Europe and Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Naval
Forces, Europe.

Captain Milliken reported to the "Bluetails" of VAW-121 as the Executive
Officer in October 1988 and assumed duties of Commanding Officer the
following year. During his command tour, the "Bluetails" were awarded the
Battle "E", Airborne Early Warning Excellence Award, Meritorious Unit
Citation, and flew as the Airborne Early Warning platform deployed on USS
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) during Operation DESERT
SHIELD. X

From February 1991 through January 1992, Captain Milliken served as
the Commanding Officer of Carrier Airborne Early Warning Weapons
School. He assumed the position of Executive Officer of USS CONSTEL-
LATION (CV 64) in June of 1992.

From February 1994 until November 1994, Captain Milliken served as
the Chief of Staff for Commander Carrier Airborne Early Warning Wing
Pacific. In December 1994, he assumed command of USS LASALLE (AGF
3), the Sixth Fleet Flag/Command ship, homeported in Gaeta, Italy. In May
1996, Captain Milliken was assigned as the Commander Seventh Fleet
Assistant Chief of Staft for Operations.

Captain Milliken is married to the former T. Elizabeth Zingarelli of
Apalachicola, Florida. They have one daughter, Emily.




Command History

USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62) was commissioned as a “Forrestal Class”
attack aircraft carrier (CVA 62) at the Brooklyn Naval Shipyard, New York, on January
10, 1959. She is the fifth U.S. Navy ship to bear the name INDEPENDENCE.

Since commissioning, “Freedom’s Flagship” has been on the cutting edge in
projecting naval air power and protecting U.S. national interests around the globe.
Called on by President John E Kennedy during the 1962 Cuban missile crisis, INDE-
PENDENCE provided a strong, visible reminder of U.S. determination and resolve as
a key participant in the U.S. blockade of Cuba.

In 1964 the ship deployed for more than seven months, including 100 days in the
South China Sea off the coast of Viemam. In 1973, President Richard M. Nixon delivered
his annual Armed Forces Day address from the decks of INDEPENDENCE.

In 1982, the ship provided critical support to the multinational peacekeeping force
in Lebanon. In 1982, aircraft from the embarked air wing flew missions in support of
Operation URGENT FURY, the action to liberate the Caribbean nation of Grenada.
Returning to Lebanon that same year, the ship’s air wing conducted air strikes against
Syrian positions.

In June 1988, INDEPENDENCE completed the Service Life Extension Program
(SLEP) at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. It was fitting that the ship should be
rejuvenated in Philadelphia, home of the Revolutionary War’s “Liberty Bell,” recog-
nized worldwide as a symbol of liberty and freedom. Later in 1988 the ship transited
around the tip of South America and arrived at her new homeport of San Diego,
California.

In August 1990 with Carrier Air Wing FOURTEEN embarked, INDEPEN-
DENCE acted to deter Iraqi aggression during Operation DESERT SHIELD. She
was the first carrier to enter the Arabian Gulf since 1974.

INDEPENDENCE changed homeports again on September 11, 1991 - this time
to Yokosuka Japan, embarking Carrier Air Wing FIVE and becoming the Navy’s only
forward deployed aircraft carrier and Flagship for Commander, Carrier Group FIVE.

On June 30, 1995, the 36-year-old INDEPENDENCE became the oldest ship in
the Navy’s active fleet. With that distinction, Indy; the first aircraft carrier to hold the
honor, is entitled to fly the Revolution-era First Navy Jack commonly called the “Don’t
Tread On Me” flag from her bow:

In March 1996, Indy ensured peaceful free elections in Taiwan when she moved to
the South China Sea to monitor Chinese missile exercises off the coast of Taiwan.

On April 18, 1996, President Clinton visited INDEPENDENCE in Yokosuka,
Japan.

This past year, INDEPENDENCE made a four month “Southern Swing” deploy-
ment, covering several major exercises and seven ports of call. Included in these ports
of call were two historic port visits. The first was on February 28 to the island
territory of Guam. Indy was the first aircraft carrier to pull into Guam in 36 years.

The second, two months later, was to Port Klang, Malaysia. Indy became the first
aircraft carrier in the world to make a port visit to Malaysia.

Before sailing back to Yokosuka, Japan, INDEPENDENCE made its last port call
of the deployment in May to Hong Kong. Indy’s port visit was the last U.S. Naval
port visit to the territory before its revision to China on July 1, 1997.
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Carrier Arr Wing FIVE

The main striking power of USS Independence (CV 62) is the carrier air wing,
composed of eight squadrons and two detachments ready to respond at all times
to any crisis or conflict.

One squgidr%n flies tfhe F-14A ’cl;pm—cglt, a t.wo-sfeat'1
twin- e fighter, featuring adjustable wings for
increasgg man%uhvcrability. ugapalble of long range air-
to-air intercepts, the Tomcat can track up to 24 targets
simultaneously with its advanced weapons contro
system, destroying them with a variety of air-to-air
missiles or 20 mm cannon.

There are three strike fighter squadrons embarked
%[lin%lthe single-seat, twin-engine F/A-18C Hornet.

e Hornet offers operationa.ﬁ?)nunanders flexibility
by allowing them to employ the aircraft in either its
fighter or attack role. Weapons include air-to-air and
air-to-ground missiles, laser-guided bombs and 20 mm
cannon.

The Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron flies
the E-2C Hawkeye. With'a crew of five, the
Hawkeye is equipped with a powerful search radar
and airborne tactical data link to send and receive
hﬁlformation between similarly equipped aircraft or
ships.

The embarked helicopter squadron flies the SH-60F/
HH-60H Seahawk. ’ll)'he crew of four can use their
sophisticated anti-submarine (ASW) suite and two
ME—46 torpedoes to locate and destroy enemy subma-
rines. The HH-60H provides CSAR " (Combat Search
& Rescue) capability as well as extra passenger and
logistics capabilities.

One tactical electronic warfare squadron is embarked
and flies the four-seat EA-6B Prowler. The Prowler
uses sophisticated receivers which scan for enemy
radars, confusing them with electronic jamming or
destroying them with HARM missiles

The C-2A Greyhound is the Carrier Onboard Delivery
(COD) aircraft. C-2As provide a means to transport
spare parts, mail and people to and from the shép. This

aircraft can carry up to 10,000 pounds or 4,500 kgs of S
supplies at a time.

T'wo variants of the four-seat, twin-turbofan S-3 are
flown. The S-3B Viking missions include anti-
submarine warfare, surface surveillance and mine
warfare. A variant, the ES-3A Shadow, provides the
battle group with long-range electronic surveillance.




The Command Crest

The crest consists of an image of the famous
“Liberty Bell” over a red background, a banner
bearing the name of the ship and the 13 stars
representing the United States’ original 13
colonies emblazoned on a blue background,
surrounded by a golden rope. e

The Liberty Bell is a beloved symbol of free- A,
dom to Americans everywhere. The bell’s pro- 5, YAV
it o : 0.!' 2l ‘&

luction was commissioned in 1751 by the Penn- N J'/,m “"\\Q
sylvania Provincial Assembly to hang in what would EPEN
later be named Independence Hall in Philadelphia. It
was made in London where it cracked for the first time during testing, and was
recast twice before it was delivered and placed in the hall in June of 1753.

The bell was rung July 8, 1777, to celebrate the first public reading of
the Declaration of Independence. Shortly after, the bell was removed and
hidden when British troops moved in and occupied Philadelphia.

After the Revolutionary War, the bell was returned to Independence Hall
and tolled for the final time in 1846 in celebration of George Washington’s
114 birthday At that time, it suffered the famous irreparable crack. The
bell now rests in a pavilion near Independence Hall and bears the inscrip-
tion, “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land to the inhabitants thereof.”

For more than 38 years, USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62), the fifth
U.S. Navy ship to bear the name, has proudly worn the Liberty Bell on her
crest, taking it to every corner of the world.

First Navy Jack

As the first ships of the Continental
Navy readied in the Delaware River during
thc\?all of 1775, Commodore Esek Hopkins
issued a set of fleet signals. His signals for
the fleet to engage the enemy provided for
the “Strip’d Jack and Ensign at their proper

laces.” Thus, the First Navy Jack was a
ga consisting of 13 horizontal alternating
red and white stripes bearing diagonally
across them a rattlesnake in a moving position with the motto “Dont Tread
On Me.”

In 1977, the Secretary of the Na‘?l directed that the ship in an active
status with the longest total period of active service shall display the first
Navy Jack until decommissioned or transferred to inactive service, at which
time the flag shall be passed to the next ship in line with appropriate honors.

USS INDEPENDENCE (CV 62) is the first and only aircraft carrier to
hold this honor.




INDEPENDENCE
by the numbers . . .

COURISIoNed. .. oo iihamhons - ks s 10 January 1959
e New York Naval Shipyard
Eenobh .0l e 1,070 feet (326 meters)
Flight Deck area..... 60,50 . koo e 4.1 acres (9,940 tatami)
Height from keel to mast top......ccccouceniinee. 229 feet (70 meters)
Displacement....t{.x./.... g 80,000 tons (73,000 metric tons)
Bropellers. £ X .. 58 Four, 2] feet (6.4 meters) in diameter
ANChors............ N .5 Two, 30 tons (27 metric tons) each
Anchor chain length....... Two, 188 fathoms (344 meters) each
Chain weight.... s i 2a .. - 122 tons (111 metric tons) each
Chiin links............ an average link weighs 360 lbs. (162 kgs)
fop speed...L.oc i BUeE 30+ knots (50+ kilometers) per hour
o R, . N SSURSOIE ) W Eight
Maimienpines:. 0G0 e B L e Four
Shaft OISR OWCL «lfi VS .. Sy e, " 300,000
Elevator€apacityi.; za SEuumet. . SN 110,000 Ibs. (49,500 kgs)
Laundry s ... ... 200,000 Ibs (90,000 kgs)/month
Fresh water produced dailys.... 8...................... 380,000 gallons
Average daily fuel consumption (underway)........ 120,000 gallons
Mieals senved daiby.. .ot BB ek e 15,000+
Mo e B e 2,300+

Hospital..........cn 50 beds, operating room, full lab, x-ray suite
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