


CAT SHOT—Flight Deck crewwmen place the bridie on
an AIB Skyrwarrior just prior to cotapulting the huge
bomber fnto the air,

Bt 1 .

STINGERS—Kitty Kewk has her misiles as well as .lu;‘;-
planes, She is the worlds first guided missile aireraft
carrier

Ship of the Month
USS Kitty Hawk

“It is with great pleasure that I nominate the USS
Errry Hawk CVA 63 for the Our Navy's Fifth Anoual
Ship of the Year Trophy for 1964,

“The USS Ky Hawx won my Battle Efficiency
Award in her ficst competiive evele sinee commission-
ing. She also won two departmental awards—Conmuni-
cation and Air—and was runner-up in the Weapons and
Operations Department Competition. In addition, the
Krrrv Hawx stood oumber ope fn the Operational
Readiness Inspection and (uarterly Performance Rat-
ing for Fiscal Year 1964,

“This outstanding record is a souree of persomal pride
and is indicative of the outstanding leadership, dedica-
tion, and esprit de corps of this ship.”

This is how Paul D. Stroop, VAdm, USN, character-
ized Kirrv Hawx, She is not only a magnificent ship
but she also has an outstanding crew.

Krrry Hawx left the Puget Sound Naval Shipvard
for her homeport, San Diege, Californic recently as
the most modern and best equipped conventionally
powered attack aircraft carrier in the Navy.

During her efght and one-half month vard period,
she had installed the latest in data systems, the Nayval
Tactical Data System or NTDS, and the latest in intel-
ligence systems, the Integrated Operational Intelligence
System or 10TC. In addition, the shipyard installed
satellite trucking instruments for mavigation as well as
more advanced and powerful radar,

The NTDS gives Krrry Hawx a fully automated,
computerized command and control system, which
allows the Commanding Oficer to make acourate ded-
sions faster than ever before possible. The 10IC in-
corporates the latest developments in automatic data
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processing and integrates the ship with the world's most
refined reconnaissance aircraft, the RASC Vigilante,

Satellite tracking instruments enable Ky Hawe to
minke full use of United States navigation satellites,
With these instruments the ship can pinpoint her posi-
tion at any time with linde or po delay. In addition ©
the time factor consideration, navigation by satellite
gives maore accurate position plotting than has ever be-
fore been possible.

Advanced and more powerful radar systems give the
ship greater protection from surprise attacks and enable
hee to make hetter use of ber Terrier guided missiles.

Both the ship and the men have benefited from the
vard perind. During the stay at Bremerton, more than
a thousand of Krrry Haws's crewmen took advantage
of the in-port time to fmprove their training and educa-
tion through Naval schools, Armed Forces Institute, and
local college courses, Almost 900 officers and men at-
tended service schools varying from eourses in baking
to the Lighly technical areas of data and missile systems,
The schools most attended incloded Fire Fighting,
Prospective Officer-of-the-Deck, Dumage Control, Ca-
reer Information and Counseling, NTDS Data Collec-
tion and Basic Indoctrination in Nuclear, Biological and
Chemical Warfare Defense. The service schools loca-
tioms were spresd from coast to coast and from border
ter border.

The education program is paving off through Ky
Hawx's reenlistment program which is receiving re-
mewed impetus through wse of career information and
counseling school graduates. For example the number
of men reenlisted during the first three months of this
year was more than 35% of last year’s total first term
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reenlistees. Amd there were still nine months to go in
this vear’s effort.

In her short life Krrry Haws has received many
acenlades, but her greatest recognition of excellence
came on when she recedved notice that she had officially
become “top carrier in the Pacific Fleet.” As Admiral
Stroop mentioned, she had joined the most exclisive
letterman's club in the world—the '||r|n:|l.i Ereup of the
Navy “ET winners, However, it was not just a single
“E" for the ship, Krrry Hawk won two other top awards
for departmental efficiency. Her Air Department won
the vellow "E” For its outstanding safety record and the
Communications Department won the green “C” for
officient communications. The awards came after Koy
Hawk completed her st qualifying period. The
covetsd betters are now prominently displaved on the
ships island strocture and stand ns visible symbaols of
Kirry Hawk’'s superiority

Contributing to the “E” award was the safety record
which alse won for her the Pacific Fleet's namination
tor the Admiral Flately Aviation Safety Award. Sha= bl
over 25000 arrested landings and 30,000 catapult
assisted launches with vo major accidents, thereby sur-
passing all other attack carriers in the Pacific Fleet in
Naval Aviation Safety.

Winning these awards was the result of a great deal
of teamweark on the part of her erew who, numbering
to about 4500 men, represent almost every rating known
to the U. 5 Navy., In addition to the wsual ratings,
however, Kiery Haws has recently added new men to
her crew in those rates which are needed to sufficiently
staff the new 1OIC and NTDS facilities, There are
highly trained Data Svstems Technicians and Photo-
graphic Intelligence men as well as specially trained
Radarmen and Electronies Techniclans to give the nec-
essary human skills to these new and highly complicated
systems,

In addition to operating a huge Hoating city Krrry
Hawk's crew operates a completely equipped wirfield
capable of hamdling, operating amnd maintaining the
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Cuptain Martin D. Carmody

world's most advanced jet aireraft over prolonged pe-
rincds of Hme, This foating sirfield is able to range all
the oceans of the world, enabling the ship's air wing to
go anywhere and to meet any situation, Such mahility
renders Kirry Hawe virtually invalnerable to attack by
ballistic missiles, yet leaves her free o answer any
aggressive challenge

Duty on the largest conventionally powered warship
in the warkl [ 1,081 ft,, S2000 tons) has many advan-
tages, The facilities awvallable o the crew aboard 51!5]1
are equal to and frequently excecd those of many small
citics of the same population. There is a closed circuit
television station with o receiver in every crew living
space, which is used for educational as well as enter-
tainment purposes, Training films and lectures, mass-
sages from the Captain or embarked Admiral, special
events, news hroadoasts and movies are on the program
nearly every evening at sea,

Ta help peeupy their off<duty hours the crew has a
gyvmnasinm with ample facilities for a complete physical
fitness program. The ship's library provides both fiction
amd non-fiction hooks as well as current magazines and
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The Special Services Office aboard ship contrals all
of Krrry Hawk's recreation facilities providing many
oppartunities for recreation ashore while the ship is in
port. When oversens, tours of the nearby cities and
conntryside leave the ship daily providing ships per-
sonnel with an opportunity to learn something about
their foreign neighbors and thelr nations, Special Serv-
ices alen provides two miniboses for the crew'’s recrea-
tional use. Fishing trips, theatre tickets, and excursions
are but a few of the items avallable, Whether at sea or
in port, Krrry Hawes's crew has outstanding facilities

{ Centinned on page 43 )
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