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. Richard -Robert Ballinger was born in San Francilsco, Califor-
nia, on Septembey 18, 1906, son of Arthur W. and Dora Beatrice
(Peters) Ballinger, . He attended Polytechnic High School and Drews
Coaching School, both in San Francisco, before his appointment to
the U. 8. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his natlve
state in 1925, Ae a Midshipman he participated in boxing, being
manager and featherweight on the team. Graduated and commisgioned
Ensign on June 6, 1929 he subsequently advanced in vank to that of
Captain to date from March 30, 1945,

_ After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1929, he joined
the USS MTSSISSTPPT, in which he sorved as a junior division of-
ficer until February 1930, The following month he reported for
duty as Communication Watch Officer on the sgtaff of the Commander,

Battleshipne, and was attached to the USS WEST VIRGINIA for four
monthe. From June to December 1930 he served as Asgistant Secve~
tavy to the U, 8. Electoral Mission to Nlcaragua. ;

He completed flight training at the Naval Air Station, Pensa-
cola, Plovida, and was designated naval aviator on November 23,
1931, The next month he reported for duby as Aseistant Flight Of-
ficer with Fighting Squadron €, based on tle aiveraft carrier
SARATOGA, and from July to December 1932 again served as Assistant
Secretary to the U, S. Electowral Mission to Nicaragua. He re-
turned to the SARATOGA in January 1933 and again served ag Asgig-
tant Flight Officer of Fighting Squadron &, -

From July 1934 to June 1936 he was Personnel and Communi-
cationsg Officer of Patrol Squadron Y4, based on Pearl Havbor,T.H.,
and while in that duty participated in the first mass flight
from Pearl Harbor to Midway and return, pioneering a route used
daily by commercial aiy lines. Fe next gerved until Dscember
1937 as Maintenance and Personnel Officer for the Aviation Divi~
gion aboard the USS ARIZOWA. Following that duty he rsported
for duty with Patrol Squadrom 17, baged at SBsattle, Washington,
gerving as Maintenance Officer from January 1938 to June 1939,
and maliing flights to Sitka, Dutch Harbor, and Kodlak, Alaszka.
The following month he was designated Maintenance Officer of
Patrol Squadron 24, bared at Pearl Harbor, T. H.

Serving as Flag Secretary to Commander Patrol Wing 2, basged
at Pearl Harbor, he was present with hisg family on Ford Island,
Pearl Harbor, at the time of the Japaneze attack on December 7,
1941, After his detachment From duty in Pearl Harbor in June
1942, he assumed command of Tnstrument Training Squadron at the
Naval Alr Training Station, Corpus Christi, Téxas, and served
in that command until Mavch 1Q43, For feven months thereaflter,
he served as Assistant Superintendsnt of Aviation Training at

that station.
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7 . In November 1943 he joined the USS GAMBIER BAY, then bullding
at the Kaiser Shipbuilding Company, Incorporated, Vancouver, Wash-
ington. Be served as Executive Officer of that carrier from her

“commissioning on December 28, 1943, until October 1944, The GAMBT
BAY pavticipated in support operations during the invasion of Saip
Tinian, Guam, Palau, Ulithi and Leyte. She was sunk by Japanese
surface forces in the second Battle of the Philippine Bea, on 0cto
ber 25, 1044, A Japanese crulser was soon lees than a nmille away,
a8 he went overside to remain in the water for forty-cight hours
before a rescus wqs effocted., For heroism during that engagement
he was awarded the Silver Star Medal, and iz entitled to the ribbo
for and a faceimlle of the Presidentlal Unit (itation awarded the
USS GAMBIER BAY. 'The citations follow in part: :

Silver Star Medal: "For- conspicuoug gallantry and intreplidit -
as Fxecublve OFficer oFf the USS GAMBIER BAY, in action againsi enc
Japanese Porces during the Battle off Samar, Philippine Islande, ©
October 25, 1944, Although hie ship was under heavy cnepy gunfire
and wag belng hit continuously by eighb-inch shelle, (he) expertly
directed the men in the interior of the ghip in their efforte o
handle numerous material casualtics suffered by the vessel. When
the abandon ship order was given, he...actively mupervised the or-
derly abandonment despilte raging fires and the imminent danger OF
ma Jor explogion.,.{and) held losses to a minlmum in splte of con-
binued enemy fire and two days of drifting in the sea...' :

Presidential Unit Citation - USS GAMBIER BAY: "For extra-
srdinary heroism in action against powerful units of the Japaness
Pleet during the Battle off Samar, Philippines, October 24, 104k,
Silhoustted against the dawn as the Central Japancee Porce steamed
through San Bernardino Stralt toward Leybe Gulf, Task Unit TT. 4.3
was suddsnly taken under attack by hostile cruisers on its port
hand, destroyers on the starboard and battleships from the real...
The gallant ships of the Task Unit waged battle fiercely against
the superiosr speed and fire power of the advancing enemy..,. The
courageous determination and the superb teamwork of the nfficers
and men who fought the embarked planes and who manned the ships of
Tagk Unit 77.4.3 were instrumental in effecting the retirement of
a hostile force threatening our Leyte invasion operations...'

From January to October 1945 he served as Executive Officer ¢
the USS BELLEAU WOOD, which participated in the attackg on, and in
vastons of, Iwo Jima and Okinawa; and all the attacks on the Japan
ege homeland by Task Forces THIRTY SEVEN and FIFTY SEVEN., He re-
cotlved a facsimile of, and the ribdbon for, the Presidential Unit
Citation awarded the BELLEAU WOOD, "For extraordinary herolsm in
action against enemy Japanese force$ in the air, ashore and afloat
in.Ehe.Pacific War Ares from September 18, 1943 to August 15, 194E
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In December 1945 he reported for duty as Director of Service
Test, Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland. On May 28,
1948, he was ordered detached and to duty ag Chicf of Staff and
Alde to Commander, Fleet Alr Wing FOUR, and while in that assign-
ment had additional duty as Chief of Starff to Commander Fleet Alr,
Seattle, and three months duty in 1940 in the same capacity on the
staff of Commander Fleet Air Wings, Pacific. Tn Junse 1959, he re-~
ported to the Navy Department, where for eightesen months he served
ag Head, Military Requirements and New Developments, Alr Warfare
Division, in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, with ad-
ditional duty as Director, Military Requirements Division, in the
Bureau of Aeronautics, :

‘ From January to Qctober 1952 he wag Commanding Officer of the
USS KULA GULF (CVE-108), after which he was ordered to +the Joint
Staff, O0ffice of the Joint Chilefs of Staff, and assigned to Senior
Plans Team. From July 1955 to April 1957 he was attached to the
Joint Staff of the Commander in.Chief, U, 8, Atlantioc.Fleet as:

U, 8, Lialdon Officer te the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic,

On April 20, 1957 he became Commanding Officer of the Naval Air
Station, Seattle, Washington, : '

In addition to the Silver Star Medal and the Presidential Unit
Citation Ribbon with two stars, Captain Ballinger has the Second
Nicaraguan Campalgn Medal; the American Defense Service Medal; the
Aslatic-Pacific Campaipgn Medal, with seven stars; the American Cam-
palgn Medal; the World War IT Viectory Medal; the National Defense
Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon, with one star,

- Captain Ballinger's great-great grandfather was the English
Governor of the Isle of Wight. His great grandfather was owner and
master of the ships WILLTAM PETERS out of LeHavre, France, and his
grandfather, Francls Ballinger, was editor of the San Francisco
Chronilcle,
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