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'cessfully attacked 10 German
submarines, definitely destroying
two and probably destroying eight |
.others, and delivered two convoys
gafely across the Atlantie to Amer-

jcan forces poised for actions
against’ Hitler Europe. ’ g

The story of the ga]fhnt little
flat top, officially designated only
as ‘‘Carrier B, Wwas told by the
‘navy a detailed account
of how these auxillary floating air
fialds are helping to clinch victory
for the United Nations.

Altogether, the ecarrier's ac-
- et nded

on 1L ines,

i i
of two woll packs which struck l
at different times, the capture |
of 41 German prisoners and
the safe delivery of the vital
war goods. :

“All ships in the convoys protect-
ed by escort carrier B reached
their destinations’indamaged,” the,

ver g elinilar pe-
& hds not beén equalled
by any other vessel in the history
of anti-submarine warfare."”

* % %

The baby flat top required 24
hours to break up the determined
assault of subs of the first pack.
The offensive of the second pack
encountered was ended in 14
hours.

There was little doubt con-
siderably more than the two
kills officially credited were
actually achieved.

_.Bubmariners say to get-cre d it

0t/ to brinig baels the sl

The first of the definite kills
was accomplished by the flat
top's planes in the final attack on
the first wolf pack.

)

| “Again, far off the convoy's

| pert gquarter,” the navy re-

| lated, “ancther Avenger pilot
spotted a surfaced U-boat di-
rectly beneath him.

“Immediately kicking over Into
a yertical dive, the Avenger pilot!
Mt the jackpot by placing all
bombs in his salve directly under
the U-boat’s stern.

“The wounded sub immediately
submerged, but, ‘damaged beyond

resurfaced 3

La.ter.‘ehgmdm,_ he avenger pl
lot ‘claimed the submafine .
tain's hat. This claim was evalu-
jated and allowed. .
“Escort - carrier had not onif;
stunned and dispersed the wo
pack, but no sub had ap roached
the convoy cleser than 1 miles."
The second sure kill resulted
from a 28-minute fight between
four of the Orumman Avengers and
two Gruman Wildcast fighters co-
operating with hombing and stral-
ing attacks to destroy the sub and’
bring home part of its crew.

Isolated Actions

The story indicated that thers
were only two wolf pack groups of
submarines hit but that in addi-
tion to those continuing fights,
there were actions with isolated
subs during the crossing.

The navy called that final fight
i“a beautiful exhibition of timing,
|r|u1ck é\unchinﬁ and coordination
which destroyed the submarine and
resulted in the capture of 17 sur-
vivors by a United States destroyer.

“An Avenger pilot spotted the
lsurfaced sub shortly after noon.
'Other. -Avengers = an Wildcats
\quickly reached the scene, They

ealt it & contihuous series of bomb
and strafing attacks. The U-boat
tried to submerge, but an Avenger
dropped a load of ‘eggs’ so accu-
rately that it was blown to the sur-
face out of control.

The hawklike planeés attacked
with machine guns and mlglre degth
charges, a salvo of v;%i h landed
squarely on the stricken sub.  The
U-boat blew up so violently that
only 17 of her crew survived."

The navy explained that the 1it-
tle cifriers ate either ships con-
|verted;from hulls ﬂw{ghnnt ves-
'sels oF else built from the keel up
:nsT iers wn.hl_m L ed t.' s

h are heing turned out
steﬁ‘ﬁf;' increaging nufmbers. :

for action 'ag
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2ay it
and the safe delivery, ol
war goods.

“pll ships in the convoys pro-
tected by escort carrier ‘B’ reached
their destinations undamaged,”
navyﬂpwudly announced. "It is be-
lieved that this record of de‘tenx
and attack over & similar peried
of time has not been equaled by
any other vessel in the history of
antl-submarine warfare.”

The baby flattop requived 24
hours to break up the determined
assault of the subs of the first
wolf pack, The offensive of the
{second pack encountered was end-
ed in 14 hours. There was little
doubt that considerably —more
than the two kills offiels cred-
ited were actually achieved. The
nayy reported pointed out that
where results are described as
“yery probable” or ‘probable™
there is an excellent: chance thaf
the - submarine was = destroyed.
Submariners say that to get “er
it yal've ‘got "to ‘bring
submarine’ piscope’ or
tain’s hat—and that's
{from an ajrplane!”

USS BOGUE {CVE-9}

26 Sept. 1942 to 23 Aug. 1943
with the VC-9 Squadron aboard
Lt. Cmdr. Richard S. Rogers, F4F
Fighter Pilot was Awarded the DFC.
Lt. {jg} Robert L. Stearns, TBF-1
Torpedo-Bomber Pilot was Awarded
the DFC.



