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This is ~ho vorbat!m original text fro.. the "crui~e br>ok" ~r souvenir_bMk 

-every ...o~rl, ~~mna, poriod "nd 6y"t"-~tt~,,-1 error, if an." ",r the p"bliqh~" 

boo,' is e>:a~tly the S""'e. I a190 phcWgral'hed ",od,.if nn "-II, Df the 

tlhsuations in ttl, bocl<; "nf"rtun~toly, ! s~C't slide~ w,d not l'.-Int£, 

thefefcr~ ir: >/0,,1& be rather price:1 co h"-"" prints ..,,~e 0: all of them 

(ov-er 100). 

A color photo of Sar>gaTlloli "-ppe"rs on p"-gc 526 of tae Ifoverrber 190J issue 

National Geo~~"phtc 1"s".,~ [\.~c f8.r b.lck. 

f\ NE\~ QUEEN of the .fleet__ the Blrcl'aft c[lrrl~r__hBs bs~ome 

t'\ the Jymbol of the cumbln~d sea and nlr pOl'leI' or ~he U.S, 
Nav~-. Thc3c <;hlpa r,,,-ve "''0," jUlI'sd. \Lith other flul'fe.ca unite 
of the :rle~t to form the C:I'eli.~, t,s;sl( forc~6 that [wept t:Je Jape 
CrQff the ll~!l fror.tiere of the Paclnc. Th,ir alr (P"O'..Ip3 threw 
thous~nd9 ~f p1nr>eo Ilt the V_8)':! heG'.l"t Df J~parl, 

Can'l"l"S He of sever[l1 types, ,lesigned. for Ilssault or 
for €BCort J.utiae. T:l~ scenes d"seribad on the pnges thot 
follol1 l"ere crested by one of the eurp-iere origin",11y put into 
commlelllon ae an eseort, but which ?roved hflr~clf ~iO,..thy an~ 
fit IlsSU81: end Bupport missicns in the very fightlng fronts. 
the bntt1efl.,elds of the P:lclflc War. 

, Th~ words I-'rl tten here cannot Glv:· tho w:-tole atory rlf 
rel/l,'>;f>,tlo<1 find battle, the e:torn~t,1n_c:: on1'" "-nd 'lio1.onco, but 
they do 111uininate one eignlfieEtnt point: thc'CC1rrier, _wbether 
~h(J '~e largo or aJ19.11 , once scorned by Ca-,;tolns, Admlrals and 
evan OenCl"~lB, hUB proycn hcr!l;:lf .Cllmp ... tont n~ !J l'Iember of the 

'. fightlng forcc3 of 1\ ere",t anli might", "oticn. 
fiji- Thls 1s the bstth atory oft-he light carrler SANG}.MON.¥,--. 

-'Y; Bho lias se:rv.ad !luring the entire period of h<lstil~ticB GIl the 
'f1[;'hting f-ronte. She wss III tho i.tlllntl0 Hnd. ahc orulslld a 
lonG thic in the ?,,-,,1f'i~ battlin6 tbe Nip8 rll';bt up to their 
f:ront door. She l';as l'[)und~d 011 ffil\f.y oc~ae"lons but ehe dld 
recc.:ve ana woundthot ef'c1led dsath to her, fohas those word 
are bolinC; wrltten she Is bclne atricker> froII tLo Navye Hat of 
Ilctlve fif:htinlJ shipo. necd th""l' ~'Ol'(l.B ~.'l:h j'OSICscl: ~r.i 'wIith 
reVOl'!Ul,,:e f?r $. grco't,Httle f,;:h~',lng 1,'Cly and for A "'l~l'lt1ng 
cr~", •• 
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III;:i'!'iJ!1.Y l'F THE U.S,S, S!l.lIGAU0M 

Thl~ is th~ etory at ~ tankor that ert~ut~d uines. It is 
the hi~tory of a ship <~lch. thTo~gh ~he Q~:~enclo~ of ~~, 

b~onmc. an aircraft oUTrler and whose ~chi~~ement~ earn"~ her 
the riarn~ "Quocn of the evEs," 

Tho U.S,S. ShlfaAI·;Ql/ llal'! hlJr wln,r.e Bt NClI'pcrt Ney/e, 11a., t'n 
August 25, 1942. On thet do.to ~he \TIlg com1l1ssionpcJ n ,,"r-rier 
Just !lix ",,,nt~~ Ilft"r t.he />"avy 'begQn tho job of Gonvcrti,'l> h"l" 
frc~· the big t/lilleer 5,S. Es~" trsntDIl. 

Hor 1I1l!1>e 3t~1II6 .rr"~' the rivol' Soogarnon, \"Ihleh flO'l1B quietly 
OM pe"c".rullJ' through eon\.rEll Ul1noi~, P",,"cc HU~ not Car Uo 

- O"rriCl" Co."!!W1l0n, Jj""'~v,",. Dostiny t,lId llllU'ked hCT rOT !1 turbu­
l"nt O=O<lr--a Ilnrcor tho.t ellT'ried h~r into the f!U'f11Jlll: hnttlo­
frontn of the AtlanUc ""d Pn.:llfic. Sho pnrUci!,uted 1(\ najor ,opGr",tim'J nftd· major oparaUon. .fcr plan,,~ hurlo:>d to'll' of hOl"b1 

- (l.(JIi rockota on tho enemy, holped <lieor tho eeal"M~ .of on""n" 
~h.ip:Jing. Her guns hia9tcd Jap a1~craft hol'1 the sk1e~. Her 
9nub now ploughed throu;;h thoU6zmQ5 af r\11c~ ar d'lngerou5 \later~. 

She ~ook ptJ.rt in the lltlrmtic 1e:fint bift im-ns!on. She fouffht 
the Paeiiic· wa=, hom Gundaleanal to Okinawll • 

.J ShB WBll a "mall ClUTier but aha hed Q b~g pUl1ch. 

Ii.lthOUl:':h tM SOl'Iff"",on \'1<Ia c-lasd!ied Q~ n evE sbe <lonstituted 
R considornble increa5a :in ahe over the ec.rly b"by tir,ttepa. 
Sho wno 55:> £eet 1<>111>, uJs.l'l!\ccd 12,5UO ten~ and liM a !\Toss 
wei~~.t o£ 27,5(f}{I tone. Sho ,lila tho first o.r £ollr tankers convert­
od into carrier~, '!lhi"h I:"C!.lllll km,.m aB the SlIngMon 1'1105e. Her 
aister ehipa ur~ the S.mmmee. Cherumrro nnd Szmteo. 

rhE. SllnglllOOn. nut cOClllt1lded try Captntn C. 11. r,iober, hlld 
nn inllua'picloua beginning. .Hor crlm n!lS gTeon. 7h~ ah:lkcdo!rn 
cruia~ wee ohorl--lI brie£ trip llbOll.'Jd Chesc.peoJ.::e B"y. Sl:lo thon 
e~b~rked til' Group VC 26 ~d set out to sell as lI_"nrrier for the 
f'ir~t ti..,~. Sho ",">i.ed to Burlll'l.tl'm. M~tnl.-" brid stu7 she lll1/l 
tho S'lwmulee and Szmtoo, ?lU8 tho c-<U"rt-;;;r, Ranger, sortied tor 11 
ro"de'vous with a treneodoua inVBaion forc-e ~hich hnd £ormed at 
Bast "oe~t ports. Tllis (\]'t:lndo l1a~ l\o5ttned to tro.naport. 4r.d 
support the Hor~h Africa :;:mding tOTee-the alUle~f'ol'o" ..ht-on 
formed the ~pr111<:Luurd fo-;" the oventtlo.J. deo.th blows Bramst 
Cerr:l(l!l1. 

100 relldezvo'lJ.,'l '!las mode !1itho.ut "Iishap lIT.d tho carrIere tllll 
in oBtero ef tho £oI'1'Jotton bound for 9l1Mhlt.J'l~fl nnd P"rt L;Yl1uto;y. 
Also in tho fo:rnatt-on ""5 tlw Chon....ge. ferrying lIrrv P-40s to 
benscd OS go.rl'iaon a1r~rd't. No flight opol'etions l:'6ro eonductod 
onrouto due to tho eec-raoy of tho r.lcvor.lont. 

1/• 
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On lIonmlber 8, 19J,2, the lomUnG's '/CrD !'lMO, with relotivoly 
H~ht oP"!JQsition 1.n the Songomo,,'a sector of operation, .li.ll nir 
resl~t~~e cncount~red wao that ~f tho Frcnoh Air Force. Tl~ 

---.	 8«ngwnon' ~ air group prov1dr,1j ~o",be.~ o1r pntrol~, "-nt.i~G\lbnm'ino 

patrols and olos~ "ir ~UppDl"t for tJ.(} !>!,oUl'\'1 rOICO~. Coopcr~ 

r.tion of the air Arm vlith tho cround forcea during ~ho invlloion 
pr~V~d t~ bo nn ~yo opcn~r for nuny officials. ThQ Sangn~~n lost 
none of M~ plon~s or fnDt~ thrOIl{:h on0l'l/ tlCticn. 

Tho SIl1lG'llr'lol'l 18ft this opcrntion llevcru deyo lnter thllll 
it nns 9ch~dulod to. .Ii. plano cro~h on th~ fli~ht dock carried 
awny ali r!l.dio r;;>oe1vlng lillt~tm&". lis II. r,,~u1t on ~rdor for the 
~hi;p to return to tho Unit~d Statoo \'Ins not rOcOi"vcd untU llov"rnl 
doys of't"r it Should ha'le been corried out. Fin'llly_"lOssnao9 
,,~ro stIsifht;:>ncd ~ut 1l.."\ ahe holldo"- .for Norfolk, Va. "pnrt of" 
hiOI nir grcup Waa ~iOnt \.0 th" ()h~n.'lT.go o.t Cf.:JnbLlnen to provido ' 
rlir .00voTnfC for a conv,,",/ rctlJrninc Intor. The ?n"tn thll'" tlfcctod 
fcjoinod Uo ship at Norfolk, On her rdllI'n trip the Soncnmcn 
t,,,a battaro:l. by heavy ~""~. Tho rOr<mrd part. o.f her fliGht CGck 
"aa' dOJ:mgud nnd tho fOr'!m1'd' m;;t"'uka ;/01'0 carried awtJ:;f. This 
nccoaaitnted n 10.-dny ynrd ~(,riod .fLI !"opo:!r.•• j.t. th;:> 1In."~ tino 
odditionoJ. ;:0 miU1.I'lcte:r guns woro odded to tho Ghip! B ClI'T:1~.otlt. 

( Thon the 9hip turnod hor bon to~nrda tho-PaQific .wheT~ tho 
Nnvy w,,~ soroly in nood of cnrr1er~-thcr() II:\S but "fill. ElU'ly 
in Decell[ber, 1942, the .s""gllIlOll-, the SUI'InI\!1Qo, th~ crUiaOT.fl 
IHchltll ll1\d Clovoland ann a n,,~t:l"nynt' ,;"rMn <l0I'0,.tBd I'ror> 11orrolk 
.fOI Noume,n, 110'/1 Cnl'ZdonilJ-, via tho PJnllIlll Donal. The vOY"l1o '"os 
lone nnd umvellt!U1, but ll1\ intonJ1v:J progr"" of p.Unnorh m:rnJuv<;r­
ing, cQmmunicntiona, one ~rnck:lnG drl119 ~oro cnrriod out. The 
(.:roup ordvod at NoUllloo. ill Jnnu/U'Y. lI.ftor II bIief "toy th~ ea!'Iiora 
"OIe 80nt to H"vanno.h H!J1'bor e.t Erot", Ial"l1d in tho NOll Hobridoo. 
LQtOI tho ChencnCo JrdllB~ t.ho <\,.,o"noo pJld go."I•.=~!t thQrc nnd tho 
nOl/-.fwnou5 CQITie>rDivision 22 lloS fonled, with R~:U- MniT&1 
II, a, Mcl'oll oOI",",DndiIl!:. _It is !tOW tho o1do~t enrd':'r division attd 
?loa th" first orgnnimed 1uring t.ho war. 

Havonnsh Harbor I'ms littlo roan> thnn on nnchorQ/10 thon, but 
for tho SnrlEmllon it "OS ~=o ror tho no><t a1!;ht ","ntho. 'l'h10 
l-'~Tl<>d_"""S "P~llt mOQtly ·lOitinc~·wniting 10I sOl'lething thnt nCVBr 
hopponod, Tho Nnvy hod ftl" oarrl,-,r~ Toe<1-;- for oation at· th.~t 

t~~. So fou, in fnet, thnt uhcn all the old bntt~o5hips nnd 
eruiaerd in the South P~"ific fo~co v.ont out looktng for tho ;np 
Hunt at the time of Our.dalennul s flno.l evncuntion, Duly threc< 
earri~:r-~ \7Bnt o.lcnC. Thoy '"a:r~ tho ll=r>Q-l,'urJ, SU,,'~JU1~'" ond B!ll\teo. 
No eonttlct '7ith the JnpQ ~Ierc mru:le, hOi'lDv<:1'. 

" . 
Onll~ durine tho eight m~~ths perioo. tho SUn(':"",on, in eompony 

with the 90/[\) group, hdjiC~. CDV('r tho lnr.d1nr,s 011 thf>_Rus~~ll( IBlo.nrls. 

,l.Tost 'of tho t1ni~ ?l1l9 spcnt in port in "OJ:lp~/1J' with tho 
,'. 

-2­



• • • • 

;,,'
:0.,' _ battloehipa 601orndo und Marylnnd which had movod up 'from Suva, 

'l'hceo bo.ttloBhip~ m\d tho throo onrriors INro or~[lnhod into 
LL tll,~k ~NUp for sol'lo tinci but 'ncvor \'font out togotlwr OXllCpt 
tor lfl::tnc ..v<)r~. 

Tho Sangamon's air group, houo"l/or, did h~"l/o B~C netivo 
mOf.lOl1ta, It ap<>nt two J~-d"y pQriods on GUlldalCClllnl durinr; th<l 
hoi&ht of th:l.t n""'prdgn. FDr tlw rotno.ll1dr.:r or til" t1,,~, tho 
"-lr group 17n9 BhDI"~-bQoc~ on r.:roto Ialnnd ;oxo~pt for ~ocoal'Jnal 

_tr"inin~ G:<ercis"'B filth tho ~hlp. 

Tho Inst few nHmtha io tho Socth Pllo1.ric ",{'r~ sl'ont .iith 
tho enrriora altQrn~tcly g~ing aDt fDr G ~~ck ~r t~n dr~~ cav~rlng 

oonv~ys anki~l the run tD nUDdnlcr.n~l. 

In August tho Divi9ion'a b~so ~O& ch~~d to Efpiritu SaotOJ 
but the Sllnr~nmon ro,,~im:::d therD Dnly " short tlrrl> ~~fGr<; stac.roin" 
to finn Fronalsco for li.n overh"ul nt the 11~r~ Islnl¥l N,,"T Y~r<'l. 

The ship urrivo~ in Sun Fr~eisen in ~Dptt~b~r, 1943. 

Sho returno~ to th~ Pnoiti~ ~~ in O~tubcr, 1943. In thc 
UlQnthE WJo,,~ tho shipl s eh~r"d"r UtlS to ch:ms;;c r~.<licul.l7 fn"l 
lIh[lt it h,ld beon dwinr. he-r prDvie~s ntay in thQ '''''' ionc. II.:; .. 
activity had boen 11mitod for tho ~Qet pxrt t~ covurl~f, convQYe 
in tho area imnodintDly buhind t~ fl~hti~i front On Cuudolc~~~l. 

Nol" eho was to appreed\ the fronts hcreclf. Sh" 1'!a~ to partlcipat<l 
iu tho torritin iSlnnd b~ttloe to bo fJu~ht in the e~~~t oxp~nsQ 

of oconn from Ttlrlliltl. to Olrina\1t1., 

Durinrr tho y~rd p~riod tl.t M~ Ialnnd, ~arkmen h~ inQorpor­
ntod ~oV\lrul ohOllllO~ into thQ l!l<\tGTlul noml'lo;o:i~n of tho ~hip. 
Now p~r~vnno eponson1e Juttod fro~ her eido~. Sho hed nir-oporatod 
barriBrs to ropl~~o tho old onos ~hich h~ boan laborio~sly)­
hau1"d up and d~;m by hond. An mort gas arr(\~"T:lent had bcon 

-instullcd to give addcd proto~tton to her gasolino systoo. Thor~ 

WaS a rcdc~1>nQd Combct Intorr.le.tion Cont<>r, and a 90COnd gyro 
cnd.cd h~r roUv.llCO on tho singla old one. Pcrh~p9 th~ most 

., 9t~niflc~nt chun~o9 w<>ro tho in9tall~tion o£ an improvod Mark HII-I 
cctspult in plnee of the Murk HII end thc 9ubstitution ef nn SK 
rcd~ for the old SC. In ~ddltion thoro weB a nQV squadron, VC )7~ 

~-hic~ oporntcd ninc SBDs, nina Tmls and 12 F6F~, the last bolng 
a nn~ type fi~htor typo replacinff tho F4Fs furmerly on tho ehip._ 

'l'ho first port oteall on tho ODW eruiBc was r:9p1:rit~ Santo. 
The ehip remaincd th"ro only ~ nhort tL~Q. Th~n on Novembor 9 
~ho wont eut to purtlnipato with tr~9port and support groups in 
n practico lendil1G ~t Pungo Pcint on Efato Island. On Novomber 
13 ~ho l~ft E~piritu S~nto agaill, rondezvouscd ~ith Task Force 
53 ~lIIO n"xt day end stcamed out, The Ol'ntroJ. Pacific otfcnsivo 
b~gan. 

Fint carnn Taro~n. 

'I , 
Nov~",bor. 20 was "D" ar "Do!,:" <lay nt TaraI'm. Tho shIp mn~cot, 
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f~l1inr &0 tho Pacific ,,{fonaive progrGe50d. Comb~t air patrola 
and ~tt-s~h~nTirill pntrols for b~th the tarbot aTO" and th~
 

" "arr!o!' ~ouP, soarohos and hunter-killer fllr.ht3 ~Oro Inunohod
 
~' 

, ", Tcy,ulurly. ~otr~on l,,~_chin~~ the ohip with other oarrierD of 
th~ division fuolod naqy dOBtroyore n~ nom9 oruisers. Oneo the 
S'Jli!:lll'lon and ib r,roup contactGd " Jap 8l\b"arino. Tho U,S,S. 
Cotton t~ok. tho Bub under "ttaok, pG5sibly ~ootroy!n~ it. 

Sovorll1 things lcCt!'T\oil. at Tn.ravm proved imp~rtnht durinl< tho 
ll1lb~Ctq"-"nt. "p"r"timw. In tho:: fir6t plll~c there '1r.r, tho qllostion 
of minirnun Wind ~ith which S~~on clnse c~rrl~rs coulQ ~pernto. 

!foathor c::>n<1itions ot Tn.rn,," prLl'Vi<1<J<'. u rendy o.rts"er. Fro,tl 
DOO"T_,bcr J to DOCDI!\her 8, hourly "iM o.vorll8"ca r1.uc=tod hot,,~cn 
0. nmxil:\\ltl of ~i'C knot~ lll'ld a minirnm. or t",-,. It \'''~ ooncludod 
thr.t \lith fivo cr mOrc knots Qf "ind they ~ould Dp;rot~ \1ithollt 
\lJ1du~ 10~a. flhen "inde dropped to 105s t.hnn five knots cporntionB 
BUll liar" l"o_~6ihlc although IJrQ(lt~r l"ssos could be e:o::pcctfll!. 
/In liverog" lnun~hing to"k one minut" o.nd f1£t..ol> acoonds, =<1 for

J o 11m1t~d nUh~ur of plnnas thie c~ulrl b~ r~ducod t~ on~ minute. 

__ FlllJ1 and ruol~ eNnted anothor problDJ"l. 'Jhon the ~hlp 10ft 
Snn Dl"Go hefore tho opGr"tion b"gWl 51", earried !:Jar" than J,uao, 
(;Q() !lotIons o.f fuol oU. Tog"thcr Ilith tho other t"o oo.r,1"'r5 
3ho rofuol~'" 45 d"stroycrB ond t'ilO cru:lB()r5. Sho raco.lvod no 
ruol hcrsolf durlri;; thQ long ern"" anrl yot hnd on.,ugh lett fOl' 
18 d'l)"5 6tOtl."ling vlhan she put in llt P"nrl Hnrbolt'. 

Ror erolf MllQn to cill hor Hnn 011 ~an \'flth "11\"S". And 
avontllally one Dr th~M dosignud an onhle~. pointing up hcr tro~ 

mo~ou5 fllOI capno1ty. Tho o~blnm WQ3 an oil ~an eproutln~ Vinr,e 
-"lth "2. iT, 1" printud on th" ~an. Tho Snnr""'r>n ",n~ sorv1ng _~s " 
doublG duty ~hlp in thoso daye. 

, ' 

\1hllc hcr fw,1 ea:p"oity ""II lUl impor'tOJ'lt l<)l;istio. foctor., 
1t pr~'~ntcd hnZ[n'ds t<JQ. In order to carry ellch "- quantity of 
l'uol tho ~hip h"d to rill her \1ing tnn}:B, p1ClClng tho. inflolllllmbic 
oll next tD h£>r akln. Tho ""ti-torp.;',lo protocU"n- thcs':> tanks 
n:fr01'dcd whon filled with sll1t t",t"r W(lS ~"<:r1f1o.od. Pcaognizing 

.thiB, th<J divisiLlJl MITor:1nnder warned ngainst uS" of thes" c=rlor5 
o.a "handy ttmkcrs". He rcco!:Jl!lodo<j tho Tlin~ tnn'l;s be t>nptiG<1 of 
c.ll oU before cnt"ring OJl'lhot Jonos o.nd that f'uolLr\i': bo nceoTIlp­
l:tshcd In orooos woll romoved !'ron the 5<>000 or actlon. 

Tho shIp loft 'I'l'.I'tl\'la Deoombol' 7 to roturn t" tho StCltceJ for .ut~l'nt1ons. Tho p<>riod in Sr.n DieGO rm~ 1l~lloolnUy 

gavo hirth to 1;1 litter of pupo. It ""B this Inc1dont ,'nthoT thon 
Do~ O,,~ 

On 
~trlkeB. 

ApornllI:l". 

It~cl( that th~ cr~n r<l~e~bors b~~tj 

the first t"o d~s of tho OpGI'atlon, tho ship lQur.~hed 
Ollrinc th~ r()~t of tho tinc, r,nd cll'tOT Ilaver:lhur Z9 l':t 

tho '''hip .follQ1N~ " puttort' I1hich hoo('-""o in<:To!lslngly 

, 

,
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enjoyablo fOT tho CTO~ sin~e ttev ~Oro ~blo to ~pon1 Chri~tn~s
 
at hor.l~. POC-CO llnd qUiet, horic.or, ,,_id not last long.
 .

',. ;
 
(In JMU"""Y 1) of th~ n<:o,1 yJr,r tho $nngo..':1C'n ploughl)i1 i7Jt int.o
 

U.6 P"cii'i" nG"in. ShD paused for II d"J' CIt Mo.ui in the Hal7ldion
 
bl~nds. Th~n she pushe(l ,~'l i'or :'lrlothl)r "D" !Jay, This tine it
 
""s K"_~j,,lgtn <-n J"",,~ )1. J.l; r.''''JCJ..lein, 51'... ~~u"<:h,,d h~r
 
rO'.lttue patrols, seut aff strikes Md in (;oner:U oporu+'~d M ~h6
 
hUd ·ooforo.
 

Thr~o incident" distinE'Ui..h",\ thh opcr"tionf"o," the
 
proc~ding One". Tho erst illl~ c fire •.OnJanua:r,. 25, still f!'.t'
 
fr()~ K""joJ."Ln, the ~hip with ti:o othore of h~r dividon broke
 
",\,ay from Tnst: Force 53 to operate imlop:l~.ontly thTO"Jf;h cut
 
th<l ~ny. Everything proce",ded in tho U$ual i'nshion unt.il lc,tB
 
tLftorMofl. At 1651 "- .!1(:'hkr pll,nD cnr:o into the h",,-,ling- circle,
 
rocc,hcd n cut, flo(\ted up the fli.~ht dock, ['~'lcht nC' ll~~Q~t"r
 
wir<l~, bNko through thi.J b"rriot'5 nr:d crrlShnd into pp.rkod 1'l"'18S
 
rorwarcl. 

Its belly tMk, fU10ll with 15·,) gllllon~ Df e"3011no, r:'ppod
 
looso n'ld ac,,-t:erod rlCll~ fuel amonG the pnrkod pl,mcs. Fire
 
ruged i(,"rmrCJ..U::. Tho flumes rnn aft i'ot" 90 i'cct alQne; tho flight
 
"eck!" ~tnrbo~~ ~irl~ o.lId \"hip:p~'(' up (1"0"" th~ bri,l{:o "c.kil1f: ehiV
 
control extremoly difi'ioul t" Tho cn~rior ITD-S ~\1Un[: out of tho
 
nlnJ .~ the fire ~~uld bC' foug-ht ~nd by *1651 it w"'s under control.
 
S,w'->I1 roon di~" in til;:, £"in, Md er~~h. S~v"n \1;;1"<: iu.JU:-~d acrL)'.l.:lly.
 
fif't;;cll l'1on jMped ovor the side t.o cscnpo tho flemea c.nd all
 
""copt t"o 'NrC ~fJb'''q'J,mt1Y plckl;d up.
 

Tho Il"-cond incident OCCUI'T<ld the rollo17i~ dlly. The ehlpa 
of the rormntion hnd for;ned " fuclihg disNeition, Having complot­
co fuw1f18 t\',o i""t,."~'<Or". thu :;<\1,;"",,on 1'U6um~", ~ig~~£\!::glll('; mel 
cOlMlon~",l a i.D "Oe~QO twn to'por~. Tho SllWmU1~O} "bont lsro 
y:lrns ~ff th~ Sanf:llJIionl a port hllll~, stllrte~ [l at=botlr<1 tu:-n prn_ 
parnt"oy te ccnduct1ng i'l1J::ht op~r!ltionB. Th\1 ~hip~ bQllllrl to noS(l 
tew"rd. each Dthor. ardors wore rivon <:>1\ 1·ot.h ~n,..d~,.a to boe!:. 
olo\'ffi, 'EMir nonentum ':111" v. 1ittl~ teo r,l"ed. :l1th both l'Ml<ing­
do;;n full, they sorv.ro~ bo~ to bo~. Fort~[ltoly th~y nlmost ~<lrO 

deal! 1n tho m,ter "nrl only auperficit,l (\('J'lni(c r,,~ultcd. It \7~B 

tho fir,t "-nd enly collidon the Sllllf,MlOU hud. 

T~.o thim in"idont "'c~urrod on tho nlcht or Fobru"'y ll-~2 1)'1 
r.~ the ahip 1ny Ilt nnchol" in the ~"Qjnl,,1n L~ocn•. /.t 02D; 
BCvoral enolllY plonos woro ropo:t"ted 60 1'I1J.es muJ.y, om"inp; in, Th~ 

S"-rI(\<lI':\Q(t SQur.d"d g~n(lr11 q"m'tcr~. Noh') <or lh~ \-,l'"N(, Ilppr,,"ch~'" 
~'ithln ~ttQ.okill6" di3tnnC<l of tho ah~p but eov~r.u of th~ln hcn~i1y 
bO"bed ;lC:lrby" Roi nnd NQ.rn>lr Island.. Th~sc lalnuc1s h",l been 
OU"'lpieci by" th" United Stat"~ i'orocs Il. r"IT ceys boi'ore. Lnr,,;c. 
cxple~iuhS nn" III"-ny then Gould b,: seen !J-Ol> tb' IIh1r but tho 
",,11 c1car" "'lllno..l i'in"l1;r ~['ml(lC'd nt 04-15 withuut the SnU(!",:Hlll 

-Not the. OOIToot tiroe, but I h"vo no fmy or fil'l<linr, tho oorrc~tioo. I 
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herself h[lviIlf, un.\e:r()"oM un. ",tt,,~k. 'I'M 'Ore", ,.,hioh hmj bCvrn 
to i'iguro thoir ship 010.3 jinxe,I, <'lcc1rtod her luck h'l1 rdurnod. 

And return it h",'l.. 'l'h~ S<m'S,,"wn \'lent thr<J'J.:;h in'lllslon 
artor invasion dth.out [l "crGtch. th~ 1"1; [or tll0 rcrn[lln<la, of 
tho Y"'''-l' rOD-de 11k" Cl 8toryb~"k' 

Cil} 
Eni~etok--D rtny on february 17••• 6tri~a~ "'rod p~tro15 until 

.Februlll'y 21. "han tho ahlp finally rt",p",rtod for Pend lIarh".. to 
ropD.lr the Ure filld oollhlon d[lJl",~e ••• C!lpb1.n ~:. E. BN71dDr ne17 
(lbo(lrd to raliavo r.apt[lin E. p. Moore ~~ co~anJlng o!flcQr. 

l'ale.u Rsid-·Ths SClIl[':(I.'IlOll rendezvLu~a1 :1it.h T,,~k Croup 50,15, 
tho 1'1:13t c<lrrier t.redn, Dn MIlJ·~h 21', •••••• 11:. ~" ..."r"d 5/}.U 'Ihllo 
Tnsk .For~o 58 h""'J:"'r~d P:U[lU. 

.', " 
lltt"-pe--D dey on April 22 ••• covored lnndine fur t"a d!Lyl' ... 

l~unchcd p~tr~l" (lnd ~trikDa ••• littlc Dppc9ition. 

llo11v.n.dla--frDVid~d p"trolB frem 1Ipl'11 'Z7 to Mny 5. 

Snipun-·n~nd~2v~e~dWith the cUl'ri"l' graup o~ ~,,~k Furce 
5:2 on Juno ;<1 ••• aupportod landing 1"or aix (I,\\,~ ••• f1Cht.Dl' bQl'lbors 
usod by SnnCnmon fo~ f!ret timo ••• thrco fip,htora loat to An but 
all pilDt~ savod •••• cvon the 5hipls torpo~D plonos shot dO;TI1 
onc~ ~~~ainft •••• only ono onomy uttnok on tho ship mutol'ir~izsd••• 
s11' to eight J[lp plunoa boro dOVIn on tho fol'cO tho nif,ht of .Tuno 
26 ••••thoy orbitted outsido thu fOl~~tion, ~ith one ocnaaiQnnlly 
br~D-kinll orr t<l m[l)ro nn attaok on individwl1 nhipo, •• nt 2345 !I 

i{"t" aloscd tho S[lZ]g1ll1lon •••flyin~ 10., it cro9sod rJloc.d :lb~t l('() 
ynrda nway•••• it ~il'olod, ~roppod n torpodo' which pas sod nstorn of 
tho tlhip ... t!lo dostroyors, '11th room- oquippod guns, thon shot it 
dMn in flMlos. 

'1'/
Gnam-·Sortied for'Guno on July lO, •• arrived in OpUl'utine 

111'01\ July 13.,.morc po.trols and strikc~ ••• ooVOl'c(l bo"barcl.lIlont 
~rJUp until Auguet l ••• thnn back to ~~~e for almost a month1s ~o~t,. 

An,r ao the winter, apring [lnd aUlM\or pns~ad ",,'rUttY. Tho 
S~M1onls CrO~1 bogo.ri to gro','1 rcstloa,~. Th"y vlero tired of "0" 
day~, of long weeks of sto""ing. ~hoy 'fIOl'O tir<::d of at)o!nl:: fht 
corr~ i51nncs, Bnd e.en thn cloar blue watcl' of the P[lcific had 
lost its bOlluty. Th"y 1'i'c,lltod to r,o homo. 

They turned tOl"l:I1'da tho noxt operation~-!,lol'otlli-~1'i'itbtho hellO 
it w"uld be tho lo.st one of thCl ye1l1'. ThE! S~.lI~","on l!l'rivod off 
MGrntai on Scptembel' 15~.tho d'\\' of tho lnv[laion. Tho londines 
m~rC largely unopposed :lnd th<>ro was no nood for close ~uPPOl't 

missions llftor the initir~ wnvo of 1\sso.ult troops hit the b~ach. 

Strike pln!1Cs wore divcrt,,(l to bombinr, IlJld 5tro!1ng an:l., in f!encortl.l, 
ronderinr. '1r~p~rotivc tho neo.rby Ilirfields on Halmahn"r~ Islnru. 
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Ona J1Q!1l"r"blo incid"'llt occlllTud t.urinr, tho OpeI"~tion in 
",' ,,­ ilaaila E"y at Ual",nhora. A S(lnt~o plnno, onC'(l/;ocl in C otrllfim 
, ",'" mls~ion, ,ms hit <lurly on the ",",rnine; of S"lJtc",bcr i6. The 
"I" plano blew up Iln~ tho pilot l'm3 thrown f1'u~.
-:,)'
 

On tho boo~h nrounn tho bay woro many Jap gun QnplDeOmOn~".
 

-lis tho pUot dos~Qndod by p'\l"[lchuto into the bo.y, our f1p'"ht~I"
 
plr>noo MnyilY,otr1\fod tho .rap run pOBiti~ns to koop the," !r"ln
 
hitt:lng hlJn. So low did out f:Ir,htor~ mnko thoir ruM thDt ~nu
 

Sunnnnou pilot UCls shot da'l!1 and lo~t.
 

l'llanuhilc u mY ~ns d:lapatchud to nttonpt n reecuo of ,tho
 
stranded Suntaa fli~r. Jap rrunflro w~s BO intcn~o, ha,~vor,
 

'; ,- that ~he <J1ow_m"vin~ PllY wne' unablo to OllI"l'Y Qut its "ission.
 
'J"h" plnne did ret in lonf, en(l\l(~h to drop u iii'o "ut. Tho str(\r.d_ 
u~ filor cliT1bod in tho rrll't ond procurioualy 08~"d 1r.b u 
s~lt~I""d epct behind a pier jutting out into thD buy. 

Tho ti~htcr planes continucd to k~~p him out or Jap he~s 
"ith ceutltl~ss strafing -runs. Daek on thl> Slln,::M(m, so-v"rul 
torp",)" planes 'lor" ril)"rj"cd with smoke 't:mk~ lllId launchod. Th"y 
"rr!ved OVar the bny sVrilJJ.tnnnously with twe ?r -beats "'hieh \1101'S 
to attu,"pt " r-cscuo. 

rhe torp<ldo planes l"id a h<lsvy smoke MrOOll and tha PI' 
b"nta gpOd into the b~ hidden from tho ~np gunr,or5. Th"y found 
thoir vm:,' to th~ pier and pulled the pilot abilsro. In th" Sr.l<J].y 
huzo, tho l"r bo"t crews spottod [l smull .rD.p tug. Thoy whtppod 
to,lurds it, "poncd firs with their 40 lJlilliJn\,-t"r ffUne nl\d ssnk it. 
Thon they ~l1ced tm-ough tho s!1lclw 9cru~, Ollt of the bny aJld to 
sufoty. 

Thnt no onomy air utt"-cko occurrod at IJorotllt cloos not 
indkuto thnt J(lp plans:." were rLbSollt. They re[;LJ1arly n~re o-;OI" 
the 11l!\d1ng nroa eithor heforo too comb",t nir pa.trol ~"rrivo<1 :'It 
dnlln (J!' a!tor it loft in tho eVf)nill[(. 

In him co~ont8 an tho oporation, tho divisionIs commandor 
p<lintcd out scvornl things whioh WeI"'" to be iJnportunt iu futuro 
oper~tions. He Tororr,"d to the holpl"ssness "[:ain$t " lli"ht 
torpDdo attnck of a GVE unit ecrc~ncd only by dostrQy~r escorts, 
Ib reCOl!lmended that destroyers un" li(Oht unti-nircruft "'urisers 
be> IliId<:d t<J the narrier dispc>slt!Orts, Ho SU!;BG~ted that pilots 
bo given tr"lninr, ashoro in nirht Qparation~. Porhaps -his most 
portinent remark enmo with the rocamIT~n<1otion that on odditionul 
typo rod"r bo installed ou at lonst, onD "hip ~f tho division. 

Flln llI!Iphibioue oporCLUans," ho said, Huhero oporations ero 
curried on in alos" prc:dm1ty to loml mass(,s, it w(",.ld to roln­
tlvo1y Q[lsy for aircI"nf't to -follow lnncl until oflpos1t<: tho for­
",,,tbn [)nd thon_ 0100" it Without n<,1l",' ~otoooo(l." 

-,­
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That sot the key fOT Lcyta, 

nh~n tho S!ln[l!1l'lon loft I.!or-otni '0.'1 the 27th !l. ~ocond che.ptor 
in hor Pacific Wer experlenoo CillmO t~ (\ olone. hlthou1h sho h~1 
required (umost Qn entire yoar to build up h~r standout record J 
thero ho~ been (\ minL~um of ml~hap3. BetTIoon October 19, 1943, 
lUld Soptcr.lbor 27, 1944, ~hQ had p",.,.Ucipdod in su J:lujr.>,.. 1llvEln~ 

10116. Sha had 6t"","od S9,.261 milos. She hed hunched and landed 
4,834 plc.noa. Thosa plr.llc~ had oXP~M"cl 5.37,6(11) ]%>un1s of bo.,bs 
[l!)d 1,.a2,200 rounds of 50 onlibe, lU""~,mition. It ."", on enviable 
Ncard. 

~t the conclusion of tho l&orotni campnl~, tho Snhganon did 
!:lot heed Ivln.c.mrd, Th"re "'"'s ana ",0,0 thinG to bo dono in 19/.4. 
There ~o~ onu morc invaalon--dnstinod to be the blff~cst, most 
[lction-p"ckcd event tho -~hip wus to p'.rticipn,t" in eluring thut 
:It,M. 

Uh~n.. th;: SnngMon rot=nod to th~ nn<:horaco nt llunuB aftor 
l/.orotlli. {"'\1 aboard Naliz"d just how BOOn their ship "'JUld 
auf'I'er it~ fir~t btlttl" ~""r. Tho> urew ~om~t1mos refer~od to 
hn,. U3 "S"'nrry, th<o lInsinkublQ" b~~"U(lQ of hoI' fortlmes in battl~, 

Sh" hCld aeen u JUI' to;rpcdo> rl(ll\S I'llfl ot h~r ",ne ,hrk n1rht off 
Suipnn., She htld boen dr£\\11' 'Ii.thin the' ~~C'I1~ of ~"b diad:. ,sho 
bad n~"C'd p:roca.riously thrC\l;lh ecuntlcos J(l?"held :I~lllrd", Yet 
net onOQ h,~d ~ho bec .. ~tung by­ " torp~<la or pierced by CI bomb. 

So whon th~ first hints .of the no~ op~rntion-~th~ Phili~ 

pln"a--s~ep~d vio. gI"npovino to the 01'0\'1. a fo~linC of anxiety 
and !l.pprCh~n51on 6\J<lpt th" ~hlP. Tl'ould the luck of th~ Snn./(OJllon 
hold' Could she OB<:llpa ~."",ngo onco Qr: ..in? 

Ord6re TIGre re~elv~d ~omotL~~ b~t~~on October 1 and 12 
aesi(lnin/j the Sn"~tlfn~n to Tn~k Foreo 77, n J",'saivo ~rr.o.ni~(lticn 

under Vics Mnirul T. C, Kinc,,1d. Tho foreo's .objentlvD 1<nB the 
Phllippince. 'I'heeJlnort clI:rl'ier group to "hidl tho S"nCIl/l1Qn 
'i7a~ aesignod included 11l CVE~ under the cOl'1J1\aml of Rear .!J.dm:lr81 
T. L. Sprngue (eboard S1'.!\glllllou). IlpGre.t1on pl","," outlined in 
meticulous detail ;mat eneh of: tho blmdred~ of ~hIPB particip3ting 
wns to do. They p~intod out tho specific tnrr,ot--Lnyto, Layte 
l",y not On the epon soo but Cll tho inboard a1de of '" long gulf 
almost cloBo~ to Boo~ar~ by Innd ~d ourround~~ by thn ~iod 
hl"nd9 of tho PhilippInes, Thos~ 1I~~grllphicnl fe.aU provod un~ 

f"rtunCltc for the S""G=<m !ind ~c"c of h"r sht~r~. 

Shortly ~tar dnwn on Detober 12 tho S~~gamon and olQ~n 

oth"r aarri·~r6 stoamed out af t!~u~ bOUl1'~ for the t'hllippinos, 
Two aolw'lns of Bb:: c1\Tr1"rs o""h formed Iln'\ tho Ilhip movod out 

- to son \'lith thoir ffUI" ~re\'l~ pr'lcUco-firinr; on 0 tU1'lOO 8100""*. 
1,bDut noon T"'sk Gr~up 77.2. th~ bo"'bul'd!:",nt unit ~oJllposod of 
battloahip~, cruisora [lnd '"ostroycrs, ('ppo",rnJ ~n tho hor1::"n • 

• ,\ lcnr, ~nnVl\B cyl1lrlol' towod [It the .:lnr1 at n lonr, 1ino by rill­ tl.1rpl1'.!\o. 
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The eVE's	 £~~ the bomb~~~nt unit joined in the B~ternOQn t~ 
f'lrn .~M 1"'1'1':'0 force under Rear J;.dmir~l J. B•. Old"ndNf. Other 
:;hlp~ WoTO to join Inter. Six eVEs H,d ~ol:!le cI"l1is"'~e had re­
m:>.ined -behind to escorl trcn&p",ts. 

F~r t~o daya little di5turb~d tho t~diu~ of ~tonmin~. L",tc 
on the ,,!terMon of th(, £"ocond doy, h01\'Ovc-r, J;'\lrnblingB "t e 5tom 
to como p~netrQtod the anIm. Th13 timo it wee ~tnre's ~lo~ 

Ilnd IlOt the storm of battle. Ne:<t ",,,rning n typha"n, reported . .	 in the mrthol\ct, \'.'hippCd up Ytinds er<lund tlle forno.tion. The
 
~hip'9 ~ctocr~logiet scanned his chnrta worriodly nod harrGBsed
 
tho eommunJ.c:~tious office for nny cdditi"""J. word on the stern.
 
The ""utner conUnu<ld to thiekon through t)j<; 16th. StL')TUy
 
beroro noon of that day the hattleship und cruiser gl'oup loft
 
th~ formation t<J l'roooad t., ·Loy"to Gult. ",her" they TlFrC to bO[l\·
 
bwrd the l=ding bC'a"hce threo <:kya in r..dvan<:o of the 'lnfJhib­
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Wlnde continued Btrong uround the ~~riers, increosJ.ne 
to"nrd grll"s.· 113 the night wore en hc,,-,'J' ~Ot.S poun,jad tho ship8. 
Ho,,£" to;i[.rd~ lIlol'ning tho llUIQb"r two motor "hn1o bO~t, tho 
, ..h,u-r'1 end the port b(lem ·on thc Snnll~on cO-rriad n\"J~Y. T110 ST1lall 
boys in tho ~crcen .,ere ·~ntfcri'l.!: en ev~n \'Ior~e trouncing. Tho 
",ost seriously dcmo"Cld r",S th~ do~troyer eaeort RO\"IOll '-Ihl~h lo~t 

her mod.. The typhoon lIov~d to within 1068 tll.:.n 100 milos. 
Vi6ibility toCUffiO limit(ld to ~.S litt.lo ,,~ one milo. %'l~~ brolW 
ov~·r tho S"ngumon'3 fliGht deck [nd 3rrr,;r whipped up ento th" 
supcrstructure • 

. :{.~: 
Fortullt.tcly tho typhoon ~ppro[.chod no cloBor. Ldc cm th.;;
 

17th th~ winds foIl eft ~nd tbr. se~s sabsid"d. The c~r~icrB
 

onos !!lore turned to"r.rd~ Leyto, having clof.rod en unc.nt-idp'~tcd
 

bnrrier in th"ir quu~t "'f tho PhilippincB.
 

Oct<Jbar 18th found tho Scngc.!llnn opero.ting 1I1th Tu~k Unit 
77.4.1 off tho f'hilippine~. ·Tlwunit included tho Chancngo,
 
~teo, SU~nnoa ~nd aBc~Tta. Two other e~~rjo~a, the SCBinu~
 
Eay ;:nd tho Pehor D~.y, ,;;woe to join the unit all .tbc 2~r.d. orh,;,
 
oper,,-Ung or·C:l Ilf thi6 unit l~.y '".~t end southnaat ot Loytc Gulf.
 
Tho ehi1'6 l/O,O for tlio lIlOst pert rdthin sight dther of[ S~-IJlar or
 
Mindc.neo. Thi-s gr.ve J",p lookoutB ~tdiouod c'O Inountc.in top~ ,,n
 
opportunity t~ k,,(;p tho unit under ~onstl:nt eb<l~""/.-:tion.
 

Th~,Songomon ~d h~~ ~i~tcrs l~unahcd flights in ~UPPoTt ~f .' 
cdvcnccd olcmcut9 ~f To~k r~rc(; 77, ~p~r~tl\lg in Lcytc Culf, vnd 
LUgmontod th"s<o with ptrik"s [,gdnat Lo;,--to end Vir,~y'n '.irfields. 
~hathor reGling undor the impr-ot ot tho initi~l css,~lt or merely 
m~king ti!!lo until they ~n-~lyzcd tho situ~tion, the J~ps dld not 
;;triku beck i"""odi,,,tcly. Otton his plc,nos ,.pp';I.rcd en tho" r ..d[~ 

seroon bu'\ "ntH tho 20th nD enemy r.ircnSt r.ppro('.chcd tho;, ehip, 
no Ltt~e~ muturi01izcd. 

! 
• 
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On the dey nf th~ [,~~Ull:t!flvc-~i6n, Oc.tobor 2Qth j d(llm hrokc' 
thr~u€h 0 DGrOcn Cjf high r,M middlo clouds, E:en~rrJll' ;>cdt':rcd.. 
1h~r~ r:c:s 1>0 rnin nnd vleibHlt,' \10.6 Goncl, All In 0;11, it 
"':.~ " good. cillJl for inn::slon. TIIG f.hip proecc'kl1 ',lith )'(jutlna 
opGrdiolls, l<.\lllch1ug (. ccnbc.t r..lr patrol for th", r,'qte crOll at 
0552 [;.I\d n m'l'port mission r.t 0750. 

Thun n~ tho ohip WllS 11luncbi:>g n "How" hour RtrD;~ r.gninst 
Loy~o c.t a825, it hcpp"·ncd. T,',o ~hrl11 ~onnd. of tho g"n~u.l 
rJ.n!'lII ~u.t through tho noleo of !,U.n"s ,:o.rming up on tb~ flight 
dc~)o;. Throo Zck<:6, h~_ving o1l>dcd T"a= dct~ction, ('.ppeLti'd 
high QVC-.l' tho s<cntcro. Th"y dropped th:.. ')o bDrnb9 hut ",:l~~"J.. 
Flying f~st into th~ n~&t, th~Y disLP~~~TCd briofly. At 0827 
tho:, rlore sighted ngnln cG",ing in lou on th~ linter forwLrd of 
tIL" 3cng,;r.~n'D port b"un. ile they drml nc"r, tl'e ScngaJ'IOn'B 

3 tcmlinepart bdi;c:ry b:rok~ 10"5.0 "ith n ship-Eh~k1r,g krrugD. 
~t"unchly on th6 open bridgo, er.ptnin Bl'"ofldcr ,"o·c.re'], 

"Sh"ot the bn6t~.rd5 "",m." 
Ex~ctly ~ht.t h~ppcncu ~n th~ QGxt few rninuteo i~ ~~scure, 

ns in .01 suCh cc.sos. Ono plt.n" turned rm its right 'l!i"g "bout 
~OO yurds 'from tho Snng~~nn ~i flc~ crr~ticLlly cl~~ t~0 prrt 
"ide. It probnbl:.' "c.a thin plane th:-t \'if;lS ~pottcd by I:- 5nr'1:<mon 
fighter, ju~t lc,unchGc, rlho gf.V~ chnsc '-nd ~h~t it dO\'1!l "ith 
sUV;;l'l'-1 50 c.::lib~r b<Juts. 

The seoond Jnp plc.n'l evidon±~y tum"d '.nd ned from ,tho 
ship'" withering fire. The thil'd Zeko prce~cd horee its ~tt~e~. 
It ctrr.f~d tho SllngmDnn, t!l'-.n ';lh1pp~d nround hr.rd .,nd C"-!f1G in 
ircs'l t" ~k1p c bo",b into tho ship's port Dido. ;·3 th~ plcn~, 
still utl<'lnr Uro, pU11~d up ovur tho hNI, it bI,nt Int.o l"lrunoB 
v.nd: p1unllC<\ into Hie au~.. TI'" pll'lt--ho g"v~ b1D ",,"0 '-~ YLJ..mio 
j'""mmoto, petty effloor fJ.r~t cln~s of the J"pnno~o ll"rj--vma 
picked up by tho d~"troy~):' TrethQn ~.Ild lator ddi~cr,"d to the 
S(,ngUDl.,n. 

Th~ ecrri"r took hor hit at hUllc I;} Gn the '''''in dock leval. 
Although'''. tow by six seotion of etcd plcttng ripp(,d looso, th~ 
bDL-,b fr.i'lod tel pon~tro,te Dr GxplDde r,nd turot;.lDd buck into thg ~,,"-. 
Fifteen ~"conds letG!' it "xploded nt c. point some 300 feet fr.rth<lr 
,.tt, b"t it I"'''S only !l. 1"" o:·dcr doton"tion of th(,_pf,rt 01' tha 
",i~~Uc tkt hud not cru~,hl>;rl on l"p~.ct. 

Tile cxplosir'ln llit"d Qnd [lklook the c"rrier fro", ato", to
 
6tarn, tJ.Jt "ply ecuscd sup~rlici.~l dE',,,,,,go. \Thc,t \,:'.g .,ar~ gl"r·
 
ingly obvious "'.5 thl.t' olcetrio pc'''or f,,-il~d, th.:: gyT~ repcc.tcrs
 
\','ent out ..nil the· el~etrie steering '·'C.' u~,ol<:~1!. The ahip lost
 
"po~d "nd <1"oppod out of for",,,tior,, h"r a'.r.rbDr.!'d ongino f'dUng
 
nif to los~ thcn t7lo-thirds. With b~r r~rt onj>l.no running full
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homvcr, ~l1o orLucht horsoH o.t n Knots; At Cl850 tho oncina
 
roO". roport.nd "I'Glldy to OnS'IOI' 0.11 bollf" p.nd by 09n5 u11 oxo,,~t
 

por;:'jnnont cl1,unlU,,~ h"J h,o[] l'opnir-o,I.
 

Than th~ro ,m~ t::.Joto to BW'VOy tho dtUlltioll, Throo lTOn hl'.d
 
hoon 110unrtc~ by 20 mLliJnctcr "holl l'rOrT.l~nts ,-,hloh ,"clltt,r'Od
 
o.lc·'r,> th<' p<:>~t o"h:<l1J: J'n-lne thn ~t,Tluin~ o.t,tucJ.:. Nono l'''-S
 
inj'J.I'od aOI'l')[lsly. Tho only pct'rlnncnt dlli1age VIllS to tll(}
 
for,mrd ryro 1;lhr;ro tho 1'I:l;rcs sUflportinr: tho /;cnsiUv(' clD~ont
 

broko, Th1.~ r;~" roa.-:lily ot!'5d by s;liftinC nll cqllir.mont In­

volvd to tho uftcr Gyro. Tho t,orn ~octio" of pl(lting \lOS pntchfOG
 
iJn<lod.i~toly. 110 undo:-rmtOT dllJ'logc rosu:..tcd. 

Ourin~ tho first fe~ days nftor th~ initial [Lttoak somethi~~
 

9u("J.:o~tlvc "r normnlny sottled ubcut the S:moCm,on M ahe c"ntim..wd
 
her l>\l~iness 01: 1uumhing,. 0."" ,,-~~.ov~'·l.~.
 

On tho nillht of the 21st tho ship s!l'!nt soma tim "t
 
ronor!l1 quar\;ers who}n "ph""tom bOf'i<}~" ~pP'~"-!"od ~n the r"dar
 
~orco". 'I'h[·c•., "phr.nb,"~", looHnr. much 1i1-:" tho u~ud U11~dont­


i1:i"'d 1'1mle lni\i(\atiQ:lS On tho ~er;o"n, 8houed Ill' in the n"rth
 
nnd !'!overt SOUth""r1. Nothing cnuld bD ('.oto~t'Od vbib1y even
 
thcur-h tho rll'Jllr in~i~d,od the· "phCJltC01'" "o}~o ":'-05" to tk, ship.
 
Only thG dest~uy~r ~cJord r~po~tDi\ ~ pl~o low On the ~atcr.
 

It n~" arounu tho 1:ol111ntton s"o.'ln,.'~ li:.:lJt<; "I'" ""~ tr<lekod out
 
by rrul~r to :tn rtllo5 ';Ihc.::-c it ~i~Olpp~nro'], Too ,t~~<l((e "p!lUntom"
 
prce,"sslon c~ntinuo1 over tim ahip until 2015, b, "'Iieh tomo
 
trnok~ hoo been ehorwd OIl 15 indiantionR,
 

Moun1fhHnJ Se.np''l~on pUot~ reporl",.! nnothcr ~.i~turbing note.
 
I.!nq- Jup niNrM't," mo,tl.' greu.'1dG" on Villny"" 1:iu1ds, hM besn
 
5if:'htod. BetTl<:!On tire 21st nnd 2~rd the shipl a pilota do~:l"o:rod
 

19 j~r' plnnM in tho dr £wI O~ the rirG'.ll1d. On ~ho ~4th,th~1
 

interceptod 1:1. Inrr,c torco or pLnno9 th~ cnG"'Y hu.~lod at tho Innd­

illc ""'ou, They shot :lOlin nine f~r oGTt(1in, pl"(>b~bly rot ."our
 
);'or" Md c1~~n.e~" oD.~. Orl tho ~101lle dr:y ~ .rudy "Cl~ Bp1r.~heJ
 

n'OlOr the 1:oru'ltioD..
 

Thoro 'OM athol" <tP.UBC 1:or ~ont'OI'l' (J1~o. 0<1 the 22nd 000 2)rd 
u.e. 81IhQm'1nc~ sconting off PoJ.(l\Icr, dctcct"d Ja~ fl"ct u.~ita 

stcr.l!lillE up 1:rom th~ Sinptlporo :>reno Tho subs D.tta~kocl a'l'] in­
1:11~t·~" 8W.~ d"","l':c but tho J"p !\,roo O.,,,t1,,,,~ii ~o,..t.h·.mni, 

Thia, th~D., was the sitllll.tiQIlI 

l, 1I~,.t~~l "o.1""y!~ Cnot Third Fl~'Jt \'1£18 doplO"Jed o~~t or 
the PhUil'pince. It \'Ins in a pocition t.J illtorC)pt "houl" thc 
cnGmy attomf to crO~B tho lIarrow Vio£1yon w"tl:l'B. 

2. Tho CVE foreo, divldod into tmoo unite, VIM eto","inr, in 
eopnr"t" opc·rCLtlnc: oroCLO N."O aHot of tl", rllU1I'jii""". T:", 
5l\ngumon1s cm;rivr r;roup ~llt' cecol'l", ~"''',.]] un 'j'(lok ",,,tt 77.4,1, 
111'0 o)lofntir.r. ouot l1~rt OCUUIOl18l \Jf LOylo nul C. 'flw ~L.lo(l~,\ r.V[~ 
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(;roup. Tfl~k trnit 77.4.2, 1111,'! oporllting JO to 50 miles north.of 
the numb,"!, thrC(; W11t. 

., J. In Laytc Gulf itsolf l~ tho battleships, crutBors ~d 
_.,~" dostroyers of the hOI~bo::rd~lont group. plus lIounUos~ trnnaports,"1'- ' , 5Upply ships, lundinrr·."ruft [Ind other ~inilm' vesscls. 
,f 

"\ On tho morninr, of tho 24th,. th~ Thi~ Flent,l E planes ~l~htod
 

t:\70 larr,;, Jup Gurf"cc forM~ []'J,,111.O: ollshmrn, DnO in the Slbu,ylln
 
SOil Il.I'ld one in th" Sulll .':~"'. BDth th':'8~ f'orcc~ ""1'" taken ""dcr
 
Inlllvy [\ir llttacknnd Jilllll,y ehip~ <'irrHlt:~d. r,ID,m"'hilc, r\ thlrll J~p
 

unit, this ano built ~r~wn~ ~~rl0'~' Wll3 rcp~,tG~ t~ u Un,,·
 
~cllreh'plnno to be mov1ne dCml Dn thr Phil1ppln~~ r,DIIl II J'Olnt
 
601:'.0 2Qf1 niles off NOl'thCTn tuum. To .wet this thN~t, Third
 
Fl~ot units' sped. norlhl"/(\rd tD intcr"opl.
 

Durin" tho oarly morning hDurs D~ tho 25th the force firet 
sighted in thS',sul". Son o.tt"'t\ph~ to alip inlD Lcyte Gulf but 
Sevnnth Fleet bDttl~ahips, cTUis~rsl dastrQy~r~ and PT bQuts ~Qt 

(\m1 routoJd it, 

Tho socond JIJP forco, hanovar, 1l11prol~_ out af Sail B~rlluI'(Una 

Struit into tho P"cii'lc rntd th~ opurtltinc "Nn of tho eVEs, 
This heuvy i'oreo-wi'our bottlc>~,hip5, otzht cTUi~ol"e, lllU~ dGstrO)"OrB-w 
burst um;xpcGtodly ou eVE Unit 77.1"J <>.uJ b<Jk it unJ"r tiro. 
This -unit was then MoUt lrY) tu 12(11'111e5 Mrth of tha San!~W:Lon 

tlnd hel' grQup, Tho Snnr.umanl a ll.l1tt irur.cdtr.toly launchod a ~tr1k'J 

to nid tho emhattled eVEs, Wot..any plllnO~ H"N nVlIn"blo for 
this slrilm, howey"'r, bCCDIl~a ll7Q athar fllr;hb all'oe..l;' hnd bean 
BQllt to hamrlOr tho (;notly--on<: as c. cDlnhat air pntrol ov.::r thQ 
Leyto W'lIn c,nd tho -oth~r to hit lit thB Jnp Forco thnt ntto'"pt~d 

to atmm into Loyto G>J1i'. 

IIbout tho t1Jlle the SClllr,anon finished launchi,,!! hor striko, 
aovorrQ onor,'Y philO" woro pioked np on tho rndnr scrolln 15 mile" 
["''''v. In .. i''''' minutes the SungMon und her eisters waro IlIl(!cr 
a t<;rr1f)"inc; air 'Ittllck. 

II .TUp philO prcoipitllt<:d out of a thin C101~ eovor, ronrnd 
dOl>ll upon the Suntoo, d;ropp0d ,\ bOl'lb nnd ONL..~h~d into tho flir,ht 
dock in " ~uicido nttnck. 

This wo" tho K~ikllzo~-tho first tlmo the 5nng~~onr3 foreD 
"litllcsscd lhe "l~lont nction ol tho Xamiko~o (Diviuo Wind) Gorp", 
pled';<'Jd to plun'lO its plllni>s to dcdh on U.S. Ships, 

So'rornl 190re ZOli:09 were ni/lhtml- ovorhond, anch lIppcrcntly 
plcli:1tlll a tllI"fict und proparinG" i'or iJ. "uici,lo, At 0738 onO plUl!l­
mct~~ to,-,crcls th" SlIliClUJlOn in 0, BcrcllI1llniJ, strni'ing divQ, At 
flr~t h" ~c'mecl to oxporiunno dii'ficulty in 'dJo11\1"; him~clf. But 
at 3,0011 fUilt ho rOllred hurd find ntrnlcht tht'our,h the hOlivy anti~ 
lIiroroIt b<>.rr~~o, At 1,000 feet ho fnltornrl.- Ho ycorod 91ir,htly , 

t 
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uppo.rently bc.dly hit. Thon ho n,i£sed the, "hip, plunging into 
the Se,.. orr the JX'rt \>0" unci exploding. SQ close did he. co",e thLt 
thl'''o limn on tho forecl).~UC ';icre l'IOUnded, on;} of the~, f,,-w-lly. 

ThrQe ",or" cn<lmy pIanos still circled overh6t,d, 'l'h"" thG]
 
to,", pegroll t.Q br<)ak off individudly e.ml plunge dO\m to'.';r..rd, the
 
6hlp6. Oll'J 'tl'ocs,d estern of thu Sn.ll(l'''-l1l0n at ~.bout 5/)00 f/Jot,
 
turned amI ~(I.",O np thl'ough tho firc of tIle ahipls enUl''' port
 
b"tt"ry. It l1o~cd ur f:'lr !l moment ""d plung"d into thu SUI'I"nnon•
 
.At 07';>9 the. S"ng"'~un "pencd fil'C with its port guns ~.t the z~cond
 

Jep rlane, ntt~cklng the Petrof BClY. Th~t J~p pilot mi~~ed, to~.
 

plllDgiD~ tD d"nth if, the sim, A I'linute nr 50 l,.tor the 5t.ng"'1~1'
 

hl'-.DtiJd Q"my f,gdn nt the third plano. ThiS .Tr.p circled th~
 

for~."ti"n c:nd then fled bto th(l "(lst.
 

Duri>,g tho air notion th~ Snnto:>c reported ~hC nlso hod been
 
torpodoed. At il80J tho destroy~r Trathun ~ightLd El peri~cope
 

cbout ~ mile uW~Y. She turned to c.tkd: but thG snb 'eluded her
 
depth cho-.rgel!.
 

Back'in tho formution th~ Sn~nnnse rJld Snntco 'ffirO billo~ing
 

fo>'th flC-l:lo nnd smoko. The S:.ntuo -''''~ f1gh ting t:. six dogroe list
 
resulting from the torped.o hit. ScuU"l'"d cbuut the se" W"ro the
 
Auny mOll who h"d tumbled ovorboc.rd ','il',cn lho, ~\lieidur8 stI'".lck (,00
 
":<p16dod. Th" dostroyer eac"rt Bull BC'ul'riod (·.MUt l-"cs~uin({ tbom,
 
mnny o.f "lha" "ere injured critic".lly. If.t.:>r the Ir,ore ~"riaul!
 

CMeB Vier" tru.nsr"rr"d to th~ S,.ngclJ:on.
 

Fincl.l, tho Srnt<lO ",,,:I SUWgnnDS reported the fire~ un,I01·
 
contrCll. Spirit~ .-.b'Jr-rd £.11 the ships ""r" bolst"r",d b:f I;. ",\lr·
 
c-go",,~ r.nr.m,nC<l"'",nt fru", tho bflttsrsd Su.vmnnoo.
 

"/,11 firsn "re "cut," MOJ1lsd the voico Oval' tho intrr.~~hip
 

rndio circu:\t. "An \.,~ found o.f thG J~p "1'0 bit" of his flo~h.
 

W~'ru rcad,V f"r b~t tlo (.~dn. 1l
 

Within two l'~\l.rs ll1'tor tho fiNS woro. out, both c'nn:!<,r8 
h~d rctumc-d flight opcrr.U"rts. At 1116 the S"rtl>1'-lnl"'rI hcr~clf h~.d 

(", .cna\1J'~ty. The oleotri~ ~toeri.ng r"ned fond tho Diesel g~~ler~.tore 

lost their 10D-d, Tho st[,rbo",rd "ngino .fell off to u. IlPM d.n" to 
lo~s o.f vaCUUJ1l ,Ihen the et"rboord COndO!l5~r w.... ~ pun~~d dry "ad 
the cir ejector b"et"'\<} hot r.nd vqor-buulld. 31'"rtl)< art'll" this wtlS 
Npdrod the Cf\ttlpult cc.ble p"rt~() [nd .it 'mS csti,,:>ted it 1lQuld 
r~q\l.iro 20 hours to l'opll'CC. FortulIr.\.c,ly <: sll-C.rp breezu stl'Uok up 
p~rmitting .freD deck tck~oi'fs rr.thcr thr.n the U9U<o.l crkpulting. 

Enc:my ~.ir dtooks .f"ll of.f tho "oat of tho dqr (.lthough ·there 
"Io.s oliO woak strike ,,-t 1145. T•.'o pl!:uc-s '·.l'pror.cl<uJ tho 11l~pos:\tion, 

'1no of' iih:\oh ~.'t.s shot drwm (,bout 10 ",llos ",,~.y !:'y the comb"t eLir 
pntl'ol. Tho other, n Judy, C''JIII;' 1n, dx()pp~d ~. slTm.ll bomb negr the 
Petro! BDy, str:c.fed the dostroyor escort Rc,!(Jl1 ,.lItl Msr.ppoDrod to 
th" enstwrrd. 
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l"~"ll~iI:"" Snnf(~"'0" plnnos "oro attacking both th.e 5outh"rn 
Md l!Iiddlo J"ElP surruco fore",;. Thoy "ore seriously hsr,diCElppcd 
by a l"ck or ,h~avy EU'"LOr pi,,:reing bombs, Such lWT,\b~ hBel lY.:cn 
o~itt"d to mc~ :room ror ~&rfr or th~ smallor typ~s. ThorD ~U5 

th" additional hnnGl(!'J.p 1rI that tho Sanr,CllLon, hl\",inr, bcon out C'f 
'~',	 a n""Y ::fer;! for n yoar, '\lllS not .:quiPl'G(l to hnndlo rockcte ElS ""my 

C\'Es 1'I<:"c. 

T",enty~rQur sortios in Illl TlorO lnunched to ,,1d tho blC''''6 
againot th" Jup fluGt. \~on tho r~port9 finally ~~o in On t~~so 

atte"ks the follD\'Iinr: tnll,v for SlUl/<f_"'<lfl plnna, ';10' rocor"cdl 

(1) Jcp ships south cf Leytol 

1 BB possible torp::dood. (Sattle>ship). 
1 DD S6rlonsly dru:1El~"d by Etl'lIflne-. (Doatreycr). 

(zl Shipe e~at of SOIJIU'I 

1 Bll 5trnfod. 
1	 1.\'JIilll;\i nl~s~ cmiaer poMibly torp::doc~. 

2	 fono cln'B enrlsors d<"'IElCed by 5trnfiw, =\ nCElI' l!Iie~()a. 

(3) JD.p u:Jit rctirin['; throU[;h Sl\IJ Ilorn-.Nino Strrllt: 

1	 Naehi C1l\S8 cruisor stro.!'''d and dMlll{'l"! by OM 500 
paUllS SIll' Md fI 35'1 POI\J1r:'. nco (Sc"li-~.rmor Piercing! 
lkpth chElI';:a). 

At <!nrknc""	 tll'lt nir,ht SlIll;!Ulllon pilots ~Ol'Q dhbUl'sod OYUr 
tho or,tiro bElttlo ~,"El who;:,,, thGy had lntldod, mon,,. of thoM OT"lt 
of 8M. fhero wero oi!illt nt Toclobc>l, t"I(I &t Dul"I', foUl' 1/0ro on tho 
Suwromoo nne, 'on~ <ms bOlloved to bo on C tankor, Eight I<oro ur,w 
accounted for, a1tqJ~h BemO lntor woro 1oeotod. 

!,t 20)1:1 tho eOClrrcn I'C!lm!lflh of GVE unit ??1..3, "hieh hM 
bocn attr.c.k'Od by tho hOIlVy Jap floct ~\1ips, l1aS ai"htod six 1'Illea 
Mtorn of the S!lIlg~or,t1/ forl'llItion. ,in CIlCIIlJ aubmr,r:lno wus purauinc 
tho enn-i~rs whieh :70re trovollug without o~cort"t fln'co (le~troY"'ra 

'101'0 dhpateh()(j to .:L5siat but tho sub ,;ubmor,!,,~ o.tla ,1,iSElpp,--'Clred. 
Shortly thc:roaft<cr D. Jnp plrulO, 'cvid"ntly El snoopor, ElpP0llrod in 
the vicinity, It di[l !lot c.ttuck, h,,"cvcr. 

Thc romo"fltl! of TO 74.4.3 J"inc<! tho SnncnJ'lonLs diapoaitlorI. 
At 2230 the do:rtr<lj"cr e"cort GoulhllU[';h in ~h';' ~cr'JQn reported l\9=' oontact. On tUI'tl.in,:; to if,yostignto sho si~htcd Cporiseopo 
dend ahond. Sha "eurric\\ rOr\'I!lI'rl om] droppon. h.or ~opth ehnrr:oB. 
A I'looont ID.tor n lonn. c~lo~lon ront the Eli'r on<! '.'intchcT~ an tho 
SElnanrnon 0l\\7 c. flash of 'fl""''' ri~;J lloma 2no f,-,at nbovo tho ';In,tcr. 
Tl,c Ooolballgh ~1d!llod 'n <!ircQt hit. A l'U\ol "inuto~ l"tor tho 
P..t1'Cf Bay roportDd a t"rpodo wnka e10~c nbcnrd pornlloJ1inc hor 
~tuJ'bonr<l ~idu. ~ No ",lditl'ln:ll t<U"cka ,1,)1/01"1'''<1 tll"t nil,llt anc\ 
'I'U 77.4.) loft tho fo:nn~,ticn rIQ(lr,lmm, ~cpllrtillt; f<:Ol' HJOMi. 

" " ~re.tost oxnrnplo of oouror.~ thnt I hnvo ovor ~OCfl M DDa &D!~ nrrainBt 
full r,lunnotl DDc /lllC'. orllia"r~.!II'hu "XIlCUtiVO "ffl<lor or rlltrof nlo/ ll~il\ 
tho mDtar of tho torpedo ooundod l1koJ 'nn ollt~D~d ~t~r~tarpudo "ns on 
T"~$'uYfl!l~€_ "-t 'tfu: M m..-"",:L 'A'I'£., P ;;,'.1...;" -r-" '- ..~J_ ,,/~ 
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The ""nsamen's comm"-nicc,U,,ns shcck rcccbred SD!I\Q ~1l('erfu1 

ns,}s On the ",orning of tho 26th. 'I'h" Jep DGat, broker, c.nd 
rotlt~d \'1(\5 fleeing through the aC1l5 ond I1[1rro\"l str,dt.o oj' tho
 
Gentrcl I'hil1ppin~5.
 

).t aB30 ~. Btriko of 5ix flghtel:"s oC,rr711lr, 50-' pounds St.PS , -,	 1'loS leunched to ntt/,eh 1,\ Jq, cruiscr end dostn,;,a flueing SO'Jth 
of ""ps40t~. The plnnes sco~',;>d prcb;Oblo hits on r', X,,,"o. c1~.6,'1 
cru.l.scr-- it lr.tcr ","s reportc.d tl~.t it sallk--l'-Ild sClnk the dc~troyer 

"j.th rcpcde~ "tr~fing Lttccka. In this end jJl"Dvious ott."ck~ tho 
3Lng~~on pilot" r.cr~ met by intense ~nti-ci,crcft fire, yet they 
~,:.dc run ".i'ter run uml:lv"ring. Prl'.ctic!l11y <:til the pll'J1e~ W~re 
hit bJ' fla. 

EIl~"':r (l.lr Il.ttlickB aVoI' th~ L<;oytc ""ee on the "f,t.h IWI'e light. 
TvlO 8[Lngu'Dr, rilot~, flying co"b"t "i,· p~,trol, r"J"Jrt"d only one 
smc.ll group of nin" J"~,p plE':neB, They Bhot two of thc~c d"':n. 

But tho morni~g~ ~hLering neWs ~es nfr£~t shortly [Lft~r nDon, 
lit 1215, si>< to "ight ant,"y 1l1uws ",~re r"')ort£d bjC the Coob"t 
Inr'ol'",r.tion Center t<J bo o,,",,1ng in from the north 48 mil,,~ 1;.",,"'.1. 
'/Ihou the nli~ dosed to 25 mil,," it split into three gro'lpa. One 
gr"up, threo pl"ncs in dl, Ins illt.,rceptcd cnd d"stro,'cd by the 
~oT.bct rir potroL Tho othcr t",,,, gl"llr~, I'Jl~,,,r,,,ntl.y h,c,ving 
dia[\v.:~er.rGd, "ludod the f1ght~rs e.nd "r--"C in >Jitllout ~hoYdng on 
tho rc.dc:r aereon. At lr.~t thoy \lore ~r,ottLd tbrollGh the, billOrulrTs 
in th.:> dtostrl'.tus, clo\lfl" high ov~rh"l'.d. Thm'c ,,; :,,,rontly <loro 
fou' pll:[]~s, mr,nnc ..."dnll c,r,d pingi"g OV£lr uS tho.y Pl·ojJ~.red to 
como do"",. 

1.11 ships ol'''ned fire, On" pl~--"e crashed 'into tho ..dar just 
mi.sing the Petro! Bsy. TITO of them fl~d. But thc l~st o~" hit 
h"mc, DOlm h,' fl"-f'hcd throllgh ho&vy n",k. J,t f"1rst he "-H_""rc,,, < 
to> he.V£! chosen the; S,.ngW'i','1n f"r his =ic1(bl cbj;;;"tivc;, But r.t 
5,000 foot, uhf:ther dckl"'o" by the ~hipts fierce fir" "r ssoing 
" bstt"r k.rgat in the SU\"=~oO'a pl"n"s p"rkod forr"=d, he 
turnc>d out w'.d circled tho Sc.nemr,on'~ stern. Th" JIC!<VY fid' 
bcrrq,o continued, but, sor,'GhoYi, he oO~~c.pnd n r"tnl hit. Up h" 
zoomed, them nosod ever ~.nd dovo into th~ 3u\""nnoo, strlkin~ rnd
 
exploding on tho fl1e:ht dock n<.ar thG b..~sc "f tho isl<.nd.
 

i, Iroge br.ll of O)'eng<> n,:."" bunt ovor tho dcek,--ongulHng tho
 
bridgo Mrl f,l1 the p"rkod I'l~nos, As this 1'1~JlIo le:',p"d ,,1',\'lJc;rd
 
it gnvo I'm;" te c. I!lC.S8 of billoning ,',+lit,. ~moke, r;hich turned blc.ck
 
GS tho nhil' turn&!. The st-rick"n cl~rrier, out of contTol, S';;Ullg
 
in t\ .lido turn ,,-cr~s~ tho Sr..neClllOll'S b:>'" Th" Sc.ngr>lf,on Crlll() h.o:rd
 
loft to '.void her, crC~3ing in hm- liClJ(c'. ~e,,-ttnrod OV"r tho srr
 
,Iere fifty Or oiny or the 3UV1LlIr,OO' ~ Clou 'no til., s, "g"JlIon stopped
 
'h~r ~ngil'cs lUP.Bt th,_~o ~dl"rs h<o "".ught in the Uti l"ljllr: ~erc\,-'.
 
Throe l'r,rt, 'md tIN 111'0 nuts \I~I"~ <1l'opp.,<1 tn tlw u"lmrn"rs hdnw.
 

Tilo Sum:nneo gr"ducJ.ly C~JilC t~ r, stop in hor slow hlind tUTIl,
 
I, gl'O,.t pillr>.T or m'Lok~ IIlo'Jntcd Jnto t.h.... ,'11" hUll<!,','[I~
 



. " 
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ori'oot above hor. F1Wl,es cl'uokl"d "nd billor/od l'rolll 
har ~ic1e" nnd flif(ht deck. m111e othor car.. iers of tho for!'ll',t­
ion ,"U1lU"V"T~i\. in ,,1(\Q [l.rc.~ Clr0tlnd UI~ir w~lJ.llc1od $i~t~r. the 
dostrover eacc>rt Coolbaugh "Ild tho dostroy~r Trnthol'l nocu~d 

pO",S"m>al :fro" tho ""tel-. -

Onco "~oin th~ ~u~~nnoo ~h~~Gd tho ,,0' n couro~cous, rug_
,'.. ged cnrri~L. In jur,t 48 m1uutoD aftor ~ho rtO~ hit., 011 rira~ W~:Q 

cont,·ollod. At 14)0 sho rejoinGd tho 1'orI:lntion, muJ<1P.g full ~pecd. 

As arl ':'pC",,,Unr: corrier, hm7ovoT, sh~ ','lns out.• Tho J"~p ~"ia1dcr 

hnd beon for too ~o":'TII('..ti"c. Hor plo.ncs, tunc of "hich Were 
Iltt"rLptinrr to lr.lJd ,,~ tho tillle of tlw attack, 1,tn';l;'d ~bOIlTc\ Dtru:.r 
c~rricrs. t~lny of her injurod vero. transferrod to tho SanG~~on. 

Lotr, th"t night th~ ~U71iln1ICO luft +'h::: task ,mit for Kossol ROllds. 

Th~ n~::<t. ,two da,)'B prov~ct ru>ti_climGtic but th~y 5till ilt'I"O 

tryinc: .ones for the S"-ll(jIl!llon. 'rho strllin of: const~nt vir;il"-Ilce 
anj lAck <-f sluep bocan to tell on thiJ ,CI"CI!. Enemy 1'1"-11':'5, I~O(jtl)' 

5noopo1'S, ~ontinu£L1 to nvpNU' on tho roour ~croen. Th_, s!lip \lent 
to Genal'Ell qnnrtcrs rcpcz,tcdly oven 'l1'tcr t~a crnis~r5 Phoenix m)(l 
Shr"nshirG an,l f'nuT' iI"r,tT"nl-'''rs arri"cd to loud their GW\3 t ... tho 
f'H",ntiQn'~ dcf"ns~. One Z"ko a!'PI""achod 1:00 ,,"'s shot dovm noarb". 
/I Ju~.y, v[Jr"Y high, erosscd tho disl'Gsiticn (ln~ dr<;,! firo froM 1lI1lt\;; 

ships. 

ll~ lonflar nootlo<l, tho Sllntoo loft for IT!lrlUll of tor h",v1l1g 
opurBtod Ellmont t\W Q,:.yo sincD tnkillJj hor t"'rrr.<10 hit end snioidor. 
The I1Inotloes Rowoll ncoomp","iod hOI" baok. l!c!lrlrlhlllO. tho ChenllljfO, 
Sac-tria'? B", and osc"rttl roturnod frQIlI thdr l'm,,: Minsien to !-.1orotni 
for r.opln<:<:O'lcnt plch,," lIl1<l rejoill£d tho unit. 

No r.;orO kiimili:,,~o !,J.~nog othckcd <1Ul"1"1: thc ro>r;ninclor "r th" 
apartltiOJ'l1 Bul tho vivid pictUl"cS of their ~CNMltll(\, terrifying 
(l,ivos "UN ~tOJ,pod indolibly in tho minds of th~ orow, Tho ~uioi­
dora had Ilot l'rov~d of:fo"tivo in 6te<lllliJlg tl,o ill\m~bll or tho 
Philippi~~ but thoy ~. nrollt~d a new probleM of W~, 

l<oJm1rr.l Sprl'lgUo \\ho hOll 17itrossed their div~3 £ro11 tho 
Sllll!5amollT,; fiug br1<\ge "ptly don~rlbcd the''' M ":r"h"t bo",bs \,ith 
hlJrJetrl r,inck". C"ptnir.:1. M. (Kit) Clll's,"n, Sl,raguc!s C:1i~f of Stotf, 
lln:\ 0 vot~run of wmy kind9 of Jan lltt"cks, 1ea~r1bGd the suicide 
plun~~s' II~ "tho"ni;>$t tcrrii'ylng typ~ 01' oi'!~MO I h,,:"'o ovor 9~on." 

So \ih~1l ordora to loavo tho 1oyto "r,," tinnllY..E-I'r~v~d on the 
29th a :fclllinG of r.:tlbf Nld Juhilllti:m 5~'op~h through tho shipl s 
~""'P"l1Y. 'hey h"d undcrgor.~ 0. I"o"-<!ft ""p,:r i";lC~ we. tho)' 
hl':"J their jobs hEll! bG~n 1.,.,11 dono. The 1.'llJl Cra'll~ ~tuCf. tc. tt,oir 
~totioM th:,ou!!h soomingly undlc8~ poriod~ ,,1' firo. Th,' fliGht 
GeCk and cot:<pult ermli; pu~hod llll:\ 'stOlltly 'i1orkvd, ovon \'hilo un<1or 
ott[\ck. Oftioors [\llt' 'mOil ~th [\bo'lO ",,(\ below 'lccl< hanc'lut\ thoir 
'jobs flith~,ut fEllt.or1rT!5, yet kno1:/1nc dont.h h"""rOl1 in the OUl>S nODrby 
91l" in tho Bkio~ <;vorhow'l. 

Tho chip hod 1"unoh",1 1"-1) 90Itl"8 in l~ d"ys undor hSlordou9 
conditlon~-M9torrn9, nirht oporaticlllI, onD~ ~ttack9. Tot no 

,
 



major ""dclrnt, not ovan n b/U"ricr cnwh O~C\ITp:,J, 

C"C,-'c'O,':1"tions vl"I''' un old thine; to t"" S~na.[1nQn, But "h<,m 
~ha roceivorl tho", tbi~ H'n, sha folt t,V,y 170re '.'1dl justifi"c1, 

t.drniI'nl Kind"id' a IQBB sngu, 

.' l,m; for Aelm, Spr"Vl<> Y. 1'h~ enl1llnt "dian of 
th~ [;I"IJu[ls Ul1<.;"'r y"ur OO;lIr,O\nd "'woo the. ~'''Y 
1" l,cyt~ [;"ulf x rou l'lny bo l'uTO I [IJ;\ Fuuil nne. 
i:rntQfnl, 

Kin>:-'lirl, 

A~nirnl Hinit~ snid' 

CinCPuc j~in~ C,'n7th F1~et in rosjXJ~t nne.
 
""",iratian rc,l" tha porforIlm,cc "f th" G:Jcon
 
cn..~l"ieI'8 in their r,cllrmt fieilt agninst hQavy
 
orl<1~ .
 

Th~ ~eBBa~a fron th~ shi~T~ O~ll ~cl~ir·il Sprc.,uo ~IlS m05t
 
v,,-11l~.1, Ho 801M:
 

1'0 tho ofri~cra mId m.on of tho C8CIJI't curric)"" tmc1 to 
t·o the m-rt of kill of tho",; vrho ncrO l"5~ x This tusk r:rol:p 
h~s l'~rticipat,,,\ in on" uf tho (kcJ.Hiv~ b"U.los of this 
w.r" T)t<) !llr~l"o.rt ~f thOM curl'ior~ h,,·;c not only "wt 
::.n·1 c1",r"",tud cnr''"J' ,ltt,,-C!{S in tho ail' but t..hey hc.vG· turnod 
'te_ck " lnrGo encr'r)' flcQt OO,"~O~M of hb ,"od Clo<lcrll ehlps )[ 
l'ho inll"cpid cOUl'a~o, skill ,'n_~ fi"htiI1'; ~[I~T1t of the; 
pilots nn,l dr CN~IJ'l~Il l.'GrC Silporb " N"vor h'l\rc fi;;htinr: ,"C'Il 

hc.d n v,r",\t-:or tnsk nI'_~ m ....OT hllvG f1,;htjl'(~ n"[l porfaTmod 
th~ir duty I·,gh r.r0utc'r ~~·torninGtj~n illd distinction x 
'l"ho sO!!JJlurUJ.ko hM,ninE of tho ....os901~ " Tho brill.i,mt 
"rCen"iva [\(1(\ ~"f'Jnsivo vlOI'k or til" S'o!'qOn X '!'ho 0"01 
O-co"mcy of th'" v.un'lOrB X :rho s\lstn.inorl und inpcrturr,blo 
hflmllinr, ~r pluno" on oock x 1'ho cnln sll\,~lrmos5 of pu..r~ 

poso oj' tho rcarm:lr(! ·an.4 [(u8olino dGtnils x The [lrO'lpt 
v.nd efficient wlti"n or tho 0.'2)["'_1'" cOl'trol peu:tlc5 ml" 
om;inaors '" Illi cuntrilrutcd to tUl'nin~ thc tie.c "r b"ttl" 
t~ victory x ;,gafnBt ~lJ.ch tcc"'l'70I'k the onc~,y c')uld not 
prGvail x ! w, prcu.-1 to hr... " b'-con prhilcncd to be p:NSDnt 
Illl<1 obsaT\'" yol.\l· "chicve"~,,ts x Ho.y G06 blc~s cyorJr<;lne or 
yO\! fOld m"y tho dtizons of your COUI1t.-j r'''''VDI' rclt:1'2"bm, 
[<!l" t." thankful for y~ur courw;o x To tih) r~others, futhur.;, 
dstC'r~ and brot.h',l"s, 'lb105 (tv.'.l -";;>llS 'mel d~'J,.'htc"s of l.h"3c 
"ha "aro lost I soy to comforted ~ncl inspirod in lhc 
thou<;ht thd the victory for llhie!, those I'lcm ccr.tributed 
~o froely and couro."Gou81" f,(.vc th"il' lives h;t~ contributed 
l""lo[\BUJ""bIy t,o tho fin,,l d~fe~t of tho on.ltly. 

T, 1" ~prni~uo, 

Pour /ldr.lirai, U,S, Huvy. 
J n COrnrTlUniMtiol1 tlllk MoG-i.-lo5 8n[(0 ; i:1nG POC,.C ol'lJ'l"-'"kr-in·Ghiuf, U.S, 
Pa<!lfic Flout. i>: Pncifio Oconn "rc"~'JjG'Jm7th-GOj;lflrtlhl·.', 7th ,'l"o~ ""~ 
th~ XTS 0~~~15 poricde, 
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DopIl.,,·t!ng fr~r; Loy~o Cult" nrGU on Oetpbp.r 29, thc 

S=Clllnon steruilod into r_'[l.nu~ foul" d"y~ lukr. She rcrnninod 
tll",..., until November 9. Thon sh" bernn hcr Lonl' nnd rr,uch 
dd~.ycd 'toynr,a home.. 

..' Tho SW>J:;=Orl flnDlly- arrived "t Ilramcrton, 11n~hlngton, 
. -.,. l1nd thoro 1I0re lanvcw nne\ rccnmtion fQr tho C,.Ofl, ropr,irs and 

alteration' fur tho ship, In SOI:\O w"Y~, thQGO 1.[10 dnys "t sen 
h"<l ronj~rad tho cnrl'ler obBolQto. Both ,,10 Loy-to mill in tha 
Mn.rlnnnus h'OT pl"'lOs h'.«l to pock uTmy"litll 5f)-caliber .;uns 
'ilhllo othcl' cnrri.JT"S ~nnt out r.,nkct-oquippod Hircrdt, 'rho 
h~lplQsancss of ox~l~sivQ rolianco on tho old tyro nil" Bo~rch 

rudm- rms pl1tmt [it L",yto. Il year-lons s",rio~ of fnilures on 
tho S'\n(';l",-,cn and hor ~btor~ pointed up the need ror oitditlcnal 
cUto.ptllt3. Durine the llnvy YMd c.vni)"bl1ity per.LOIi from 

. Novel,bcr :In to Jc.nuClry 2/., workman r~"..cd1<;d thesa n"fi~icn"c,';, 

Thcy installod ~ rOckot stouugc sp~~o nnd n soconn c~tapult, ~ 

nell-typo l'crlar 111\S included in t.ho roc'.oslgnod Combr,t Inform"tion 
Contet'o In Clddttion, thoro "cr~ installod tfu'OO nOVI 40 mllllI:",tol" 
mounts, a bemb oleVlJtot', li"hU fOl' nip,ht. fl1,,<lt opor"Uonto and 
ndditionnl fire fichtin~ equipment. 

u 

Tho crui90 back i~tQ the Pncific ~ar ~~a loi~ut'clv but 
hir:hly iInpoI'trnt. .Fro", J!lI1U[ll-'Y 24j"-to J~"nu['.ry 30 tho ;hip 6on· 
ductod P09t-t'~pair trivJ.s in f'uI:"ot SO\l-!ld. 'fhen 9~L<l sto1lP,cd do"nn 
to Sl\ll Fnilldscu. nuiviJ1f: F~tru[U'y 1. Durin',' C,c s;\urt trip 
ho,,")' ~~"s inflicted con51dcl'.'lblc dm:w{:l"l tD the :fon!.:::rll MoM 
of tho ~hip ~nn difficulties D-rQse vlit.h V'.:l p~M; "'nin tUl"binc, 
Thb nec',ssitnt.cd " ll)-d:ry- t'cpoir p<:dw !It the Al"",~~n ourrier 
piCl', 

l\t AIMtc<!o. n now eonmanl\in~ officor, Cnptnln t" I, M['\lstro"" 
roportc,\ nbanrd, Nliavin;:: Cnptllin Rt'o<rdur·. 

t6 '(, 
fro'" FabruClry, 16 tn r,Wroh , tho ~hip cpont ita tiJnc in 

nn<! n~nr Poori Hnrbor, trninh", tho IWW o.ir gNUp, eVEn;J, 
Thcn on r~[U'oh 5 ~IKl doported for th~ forunrrl bettle C-Nna in compony 
~ith tho britt109hip M0J'Ylun~ un1 four esccrt~. 

Tho caprsturo rnnrlro~. the boginnin~ "f II nco> and rup,gc~ 

Mv~nturD. Tho Srm~nJ:v>n "rrived nt UHth,1. I..!nrch 1I',.c'~Thorv eha 
foUll<1 1Il"llY Bhips gntbering nnd propm'inr.; for tlio invo~iQn oi' 
md'l',<m_tlw finCll. n~"(I,,,lt on th~' s,,(\i~n()s to Tokyo. Tho S"n""",on 
ll""S o~s1gncd tc· 'l'csk Unit 52.1.1 nnd"r TIo",. klni;'vJ. C,i'.r. Spn\[jUo, 
The Ullit "ns anD of twc oseort oarrier r,ro\lp~ to·~bo onr,Cl<:a<:1 in tho 
initid. ~ttnok, , 

Tho nppronoh to Okinu17n wns ['.lI:\D~t without inciooJlt. Th" 
S""''l'DJ1lon l ~ plo.noa flow r.:lutinc fl!,~!Jts oVer t.ho "f,~""bl"d force" 
"'>':1, in addition, hoI' no" ni,;ht fi'l'ht0r~ ..ant aut an <:lllsk nnd 
O,~\1n pctroln. Tho SMo:lJJ1l0n'S nir,ht fi.ghtor umt \.,<0" tho first to 
bo put nboonl nn oacort 'cnrrior. On the 24th" ni'l'htf1[,'htor 
cor.1"", in fcr a 1an~iT1f" tiit tho Fllnshml Jlny' s YE 'rmtaunoo. high 
on tb:: islnnd, nnd err,,;hcd intc the SOil. The pilot m\s not 
ro;ovorod dospito n thoroU{:'h ser.:rch. 

~ntual oporc.UcruJ Il!"ouml Okina\'!o bOl\lln on I.br;h 
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<h,o -prior to tr.c j,nvll~.l,ln ,hto. DurinI': Hl" ~cvon-d"y period tho 
Slln~'l"on operatod 511 ",nes south of Okin.c:..''''. providinG" support 
tor €lethitics cl,.,~" to the bench. On flpdl l··-LO'I/o Du.y--shc 
len M."irol Spru,ru": a unit and jOillO~ thO" oth~l' oarrlors of 

-:' ! 
hoI' division t", (Ol"m Tack Unit 52.1,J Ul~""· Rc'll" lidr.liruJ. UtIli"'" 
D. SllJ:lplb. 

fron April 1 1:0 flpr.U !lJ ,,~o contil"Jwd -to fly "ff h"r 
routine p<"\tr"la, 11lunc'h ~npport I'1b5io!W to 'lid tho fOl·~P.5 "round 
the houch 000 muintain 0 ni.cht cvub"t, Ilir p~.trol untJ.l 2115. 
On I.!arch 26, [L Sun"n;:ron ni'_:ht fi."ht01' ~hot dO>ln a Vol 1:"0 II 
r<ld(Lr"oontrollod intcrcop:,iOll. '\';\;'3 Vlao tho'first tl"e in N,,"Y 
hi~tn7 II niGht fiGhter flo'ID ire'" nil osec,'t carTier Sl1cCG"sfu11y 
cr1rl'icd out. n night intorcopthn. The VuJ. wO-s ptckod up shortly 
beforo d,mn soma 40 Diles ome.y. C,T.C, ·'"ct"r<Jd C\lt a·night fiGhtcr 
to intor,cpt, Slwrtly tho ni"h't ;f:i.c:hte:c "if.iJ.tod the nnm"y plan" 
0" h13 r"dill', 'dOMd in m-.d shot 'it dorm ill fl,..~,,,g, 

On 1J.Fll ~., t',.c night cr"sh"s oc~iU'1""rl. 1,1. 211'1) " :fip,ht{]r 
[ltt"",ptinr, a lill1~iJ'6 ta'olC<' threuc;h ..,11 b"rr~"rs "nd craEhc,d into 
thn pl=os parkef\ f()l"\·/l.<r"-. At 2200 n socond pllli10 repl;alo~, th'J 
per:for~rrncc, Th,. cru~ho~ dom~od oi~ht plrrhos boyond repair n~ 

put tho bm-riors out o:f cOl;\/:li"slon' 'YltU noon tho next dol'. Thero 
'Ins nc .fire 11111 no inj=ie~, IW\'/OV"l', 

t~~hllc, the ,Japs wero ~~GinninG to ~trike baok in foroo 
llt Okinawa. On APl'il 6 Sunr;:"""Ol1 .fi'(h-:'~l·e "-Il putrol 0""1' KcrllJ:lU 
Retto ~nt"red the general mol"e ~.f too dEY ""d s:'.ot ,,<;Mn threo 
Jllp p1r.n~s. 

On April 8 th~ Snn.r;~cn mid other shtps of hc.r unit tlavcd 
to a new oj)crntio:l ar~u 70 ",HllS and o.f SaJ<-t~hi'l';l G,mto. Thi~ 

,;roup of islnnds includo<1 t'-'o---I",hir;nko ani ),ayo'"o'_- on which 
th~ onor,y hn(\ nirl'iolds .for lc.urtchlng lltt"dcs !lgo.innt ahippinr,: 
nraunJ Oldn"w[l. It bimW"lc thu t,,~k of tho S":.:en:,on: s unit to 
kaop thoso i'iolo1s inoporutivo, -

ThO) islund~ bcc1il1lo I1hat the llir grOllp en.1lod "our bilby." 
Sineo other <onrri,;r~ of the division took o\',;r the rcutino 
plltrLlls, ove,,' fli,;llt .from th,,- So:iJCanon tD S"l(~,."hJ.TilI\ ".-us oithc~ 

Do strike or n'tllr,;ot COJ:lbllt ui.. p".trol. ft ccnsithtc;d tl 
rir;orous job to kocp tho Jllp8 gro\l."rl~d. Tho S="~1011 Jlbn<o~ 
had to lmop hit.ting th" tarcota.l1 d"Y llni f:lost o:f -th," ni:ht. Yot 
the J~ps dO!':f:"dl;r stuck to rep~iri"" thoir buttONd :ficlc~s ~lVl 
Insto.11nt iOlls , 

Sevoral brotlka occur~Qd 1;" thr; nc!lcdulo. ITollthor o.1osod in 
On tho to.r,~ota .f"r ~o'loral dil:,e. There 1m3 nll<>t,h<o~ ,l"y o:f ro_ 

,.:fuo11"f:, h,,J oor'o dny~ o.f s\Jpport nlssions for O;dn~_,'ID., llnOUlOr 
day o! re-M,.,1nC aoo' rO-'prClvlBionln,1 "t Kar"","', H<)tto [lIld two llIoTa 

.~ d(lya o.r Btri~~ olld ptlt~ols rlurln~ tho o"-cup,,tiOfl of 10 Sh11~o.. 

Durilm 1111 thls tImo, hOI'lovar, tho cl[o~,"M. llDpronrrll tho 
onomy mooo to tho ::;,,,,,,,r"'l">n' ~ fQr""tl.m wna dlll·J.n.: Lhc mhH'')I'nli~'; 



• , .:;(/ . 
of tho l~_t·h. 1'''0 <'nc",y pl!lno,~, clo,~1n'~, "rF';O"'<.l 0~ tlLo r ..dar 
soroon. Th<o)' <".~.Q i.ll d,'o:)piw, "rlin~,o\'t" in tho u~"c:l d"coptivo 
mannor of Jfil' plWlO" bent. on nttElck, G.I,C o VLoc't.61"(,d Ollt tho 
co!'lb"t d~' po:b"'l 10M it sho~ dO\'iIl ana r,1yrt· ,dU,;.h ~ight of tho 
~hip. The oth~I" p1.:>no fled. 11 pr.:rClc!lutfJ VI~S aoon to dra,. 'fT~", 

tho, .fl[IJ\tnp; ttrrt bnt nhc'l "(loot"-,,,!,,, r",,,-nh.J<' it no body i'''" 
four.d. Anothor dost\'oyor rccov'.::,orl th" pilot,' B bod)' fion thQ 
pluno l a l'I:N(l!m"o. 

Tn r\l""ut [\j~··~rrdJ., /I,lr,ir"l rotll"!",),, t-mMforr,,<1 htp n~; N~M 

the .'3ululnnco to tho Sn',.;n.."1o<1, 110 int!'oducc.d " no" ~chodu1.o for 
the. ahJ.~ ~.t thiA timo. '(:'10 ~1'nl:N'I'm b·.lcu.':lO 0. nir.:ht·,ul,,'r(lt!ng 
cf<rr!"r nlrlOBt 6xdllI'ivoly. LaI'ga ""om "'il dUJk f't.:.'ikoA WOrO 
illunch",," d"-1"-;r. H,,,,Hor r"iAsl.ons \"lara kopt, ~vOr rshl~"H tlnd 
IJiy"ko n"ldB at nir;h~. . 

OUi' pl(!.n.,~ notQd considm'nhie D.cti"i~·y ","ound those fielda 
dospito tho· oQnt;inu.'ll !:JCL1bin.-:s imd ~t".llfin[';3" On the. 18th illld on 
tho 21st In.p I'la!l0g U'"N s:l,r;il'~o<l eithol' in the ~,ir ur 'jll th" 
[';roum1. The J[lpr mH'''' l\ut "m'lting off" ther.c Ualt\~ ,,~ U,~oloBe. 

Appm-ontly t-l,c'~' h,,d und"l"I£l"Ollnd 1'.I.mpo:,s or "vJ,l'-m~,]ol1i'iar,"~, l"~YGt._ 

lJonts and bl"ought thoir plllr,';-~ '>'.1'. Q:11.y for 'h",k und dmm fli~llta. 

Tho SmJgnmon n",chc~ its hlr(h [>'Jtnt nf effooti'ronQfls durinrr 
th~ Oldnfllle ellmpaign on !,pril ;:'~. I, dL'.ol, st1'i!m 01' c.i.[lht fial1krs

J soo r"ur torpedo plc.,us "ms ).s1m,'hD(\ Qi;.'l1nst -tho Sol<:i;;111"u Group. 
Th';:,' l<l.tur nOrO join<od oVOr tli" t.nrr_:ut by foill' nie;nt fighters. 

k9 the ~trike ul'PrQu~had ~iynkol it ~pottod D. lar~o group of 
onerly plnlloc.-"posGibly 2~ Qr .'l[\,-vlCLJ:"",infj up en \-~ol1"r~_ fioid. ~.;ost 

or thorn Boomed to to tVlin"en!J"inod jobs. :'s the Sn'1a"-',"'" planes 
bO!J"an thoir lltt~ck, n"v"n OSc<lI'~ ,,-ppmU'ed ovcrho~d ·:It "bout i4,000 
foot. 

Our p1M"~ p'ros~od ho."o the!>- llttllck on th~, V'Dllnded alrora£t 
fir~t. DOim the,' p1u,,!;.od, Bo"'bs, rockots 'md 50··~Qlib.;r T.1D.<::hino 
gun fire tore into the tcnCll'!Y pIanos, EXI'losions ""<! fl~JOS sproad 
destruction 1l<'.onG tl:e "in,raft (\'11 J"p p0nDnnol. Then tho fi[htor 
plan"s turnc-l to;,="-,, the savell (),<o[,rq "V<lr~",ud, "In tho onsuin:; 
fiCht fiv~ a~curfl ~Cro shot dou~. L~t~r raur nnrO OBc3r~ TIOrO 
elghtod ,,,Ill ~hot davm "Hh tho tid of U:o.l n"rrl,v n=:; vod divisiOlJ 
Qf nl;,~lt f1~,htor", Thus by (kstr~y:"np: "'hnt rl'wt h.we noon ri mo.J"r 
p~rt1on of tho onomy1s S[lki~hir.l" sil' f0rCO, S"'WWlon jlluno~ accO/Jp­
l1~h~~ in II 9:tne1c stroke the pt1rP;:'cc for ,·,hieh the 't"~k forco h',d 
bUll" ~ont th/J1:o. 

Aftor this ma~tcr ~troko, oporlltions ~"ttl~~ inf.G [l round of 
nautr(QiBing st:cike.~ w:c.inct tho fiolds until ;·h;r i," th~ "-llY tho· 
Snns;nmon ~tclll'lod :tlltO ['<i.-,lI,n Rutto to I'opl,Jnich rll['I.'11v~, 

Shortl,v batoro da',m ~ho slippod into Kor"mtl Hotto in comp"tlY 
'\lith the dostl'oy"r l'ullllll\ ro,,\ tho '.k'.ll"_':r<-r v."ilort. D~nnb. !limy 
QOOrly "ircruf"t in tho riron. "nd over nCffi'\):r Q!"lnmlw·f"rncd hor to 
O~\lnd !)Oll~r(ll qU(lrtora uovar(\l timv~ ,Iurinr~ lit.. (b~". '[')10 r,unnory 
depn.1"tmont /lm\ c,r.c, rOPl,dn",,1 in r""lll,inn T "t,l\rL\nr. nt ~R(\l. 

,, 

,
 



• 

Fat" denlt th~ L'QI"plc:r " b<ody blQ'.1 Illta in the <I:>y. 
lio!' departnre H'W Jcl",-('~ t-y Hlo 1.)tQ £ll'rl'!n1 oC S<lrte avintion'," 
lubricatj,nrr all, nod ~h" bCB"uf] h~;" t'ctUl'n trip On Urle, May 4 
proonbly would )wvv bO,J1l ,iu~t BIl<'thcr l';)llUn" 11,,-)'. 

ILt 1830 she fi.'''111y bot W]~['l'''I~Y. La~1 cur,alus doud8 
and fine light {.ffcct:> pn'vidul ~Tl lde:u ~,_,tti",:: for an nnsJ!ly 
attack, 

IlnrUly hnd thQ ~hJ.r "Q~urOa hor 9pu~~n1 aoa rtctail whon 
o.r,c. picked ap a 1",-;::0' r.l'GI>P of en"r,y pl~ne~ "n D~" of tho 
radars so;:',, 60 nUe~ to the sc.u"th""el • .At abQut I," nil~s tho 
othnr air...search :r~d"," ~",t corLf5.1"'"er' th"t. nacr" ""'re 3ix t" 
twelve plnn:>o, Dh"rtl..:r t"£"'''6ft,s tho Sll1lCaJ~on m,d hc,r t.", 
escorts wonr, to .~OTl,"l·:.l qu"rtGr~ amI swung into nn ~.nti'-"irarill't 

di,~po~itiollo 

·	 Lan1"b"sod fi/;hf,Qrs over Xor"''Of' netto ,",erc vectored aut• 
to inh)rcc~t "-Old they tnl:Ly,·llO:d tb.fl, 'enemy- sene 20 1111os"'0'll"Y'"· '	 fro", th<; ~hips. According to subscqu"st rsports th"y ~hot dorm
 
"ino J",~s 1" th", onsuing air bc:tt.lo. Sorl<> got oway,
 

At 19,12 a Tony was slr:htod visual.l}' th"eG or four miles 
<Iff tile ~"n.t:rn:lonl s port bow, circling fast to th" lert. 

'1'h" c,,,·rier ~wunr, into a hord left turn, bOU, at1 nvoiding 
rlll1lcuvcr "nd 'ill c:tt"",pt to gGt 11'.to the \'lind to launch hcr arm 
pLlll'"~. 'l'h,m all thruo ships orc~,ed fil'O. 'rhO Sporn's, 0. pf,tl;'ol

• cr!l.ft nc"'-,by, 1I1so twned its guns on the pl"',lo. Tho Jap, aoo"ed 
in n wl~~ n~~ astern of tho carricr, then straI~hten~d out On a 
caurSG !,1lr~ll~linB" too S=r;"-':!on's. HII' ~pcod '-'WI' te'-rific. 
Sma.'<u beCiln ~trcUJ:ling fror.l the. Tony· I;lS flak bOilan to rip through 
it. th~ b.p continued to head tomu'd,~ thQ carrier, hls wings 
nl"cst vort1~nJ.. ,nut citho:o tno pHot was h:l.t 0::- tho pluno·'1! 
speed nas ~o ~rcnt ho cO~ld vat quite no~c into t~o ship. 
Hs er"sh~d J ,,-to tho ImtCl' "bout 25 f"ct off the starbo""d beru:l. 
eo alo~c ':Iir1 he r,omo th"t tho ship' a tr1lns",it.tO:ng llnton,,,,a 
""~ ~~I'T:kd 1l"a)'. 

Throo l'1(!n ,leut ol'C'r the side but wcre r05cuod later
 
by ~nothor VDssol, (c~'l1" Spoors pickQd theM up).
 

IAs the mm ~ot th~ S"'''r:wn"n c<Jl'll'let",j H~ turn into tlt~ 
·wind mrll1l'IDchod t",o n:l.;:,ht fi"ht,)r~. tho f1,\lltr,r'~ ·""rQ vuct"nt<\ Iout in'~adbtb])' on "n nl>~"iY CQ'lt:Jct pich)d up by C.I.n., L2 
I:lilc~ to the southvlCst. ~IQthin,:; "'GS ~1r:htvl by til" fi!:~t~r~ 

.-.,	 ~nd tho contuct di51lPPDar~d Qn tho l'ullar ~<:rccn at ~i" 111l1OS • 

Gun cro"s 1lnd 100J_010ts cont1r.um' tD ,,~r.:l the 1,1Il;·klOnbo:: s~ 
""x1ou,~ly • Bol(l'.1 <'looka, o,'dno'l,,"nQn repJ.•l,l y <,,,,,,,'10 to" atolltne Irockiltll, closed tho bomb olc\"QtDr l",t"h "1:"Jn"t th" vos~1bU1ty 
of :r:ono~/Od 1lttnck and hurr1"'" to thoir botHo "bU"llS. All iotha:I" pursol"lIl"l ,cIoaron thlO ll~nLi[lT d"cll. 

I 
Jr.t 1925" tvIDnty··t\10 I:l1nut~s af1.nr B\\n~i>t, u,~ Fulllll'l 

r"'pol'ted 1ln cnony r11ilar eont,nct bG''--l:t~ 2M <'l"r:rc~s truo, d10­
tonce 12 rnilo~. Tho SllIllifil'\On: II rlL,]llr piclr",,] it ap /Ill:1D~t 



Inr>;oc\i"tcly "nd tn~ hi;:' n\.',ht fL.nt"rs 'iTere sent O'Jt to intcr­
copt. A~ Mon fron t"" bd.,lgo tl:'" tlra r.c.ht'>r~ alsnppc:on'c\ 
into fi dnrk alone] {'I tho v",st, At nb"ut t1>11 Bnno tino & t<V1n 
on;Xincc1 .f&P planc riM si"ht~{l bro"ldng o~.t or tlw SDJ:lO cloud 
CQ"'~r "bout. th,co ",110" ~,IT(l/. 11.) .. ll"C'lc,l I,,~t to",-",b t!J~ 

rclll'. of tho fornd.ion. AJI ~"iPH C,')>Co.;\Od fi,o bu\. the ph_no, 
a. Nick, elu,:\cd t.hQ cone of flr"k Elm\ s.lipped JII'~o u dC'IISc bl"ck
 
cl,"ud ,,!,r,ut 30ao feet aft,
 

G"ns "oro tl11cdrod l!lcJ'l~nt,3l'il)' t~ rooricnt fOl" tho o'XpC<'.t~c1 
nttnok, G\nnDl"D pee"-,,,', fLm:;,..,u,ly J"o", L!J~ ,\"'I'I<'-",Q(l uT.;I',' Tl,~n 

the "-ttack ·Dcga.n, The n~" plllnf;Od Dut of' the ulm.,d, His 5~od 
1r,e".u,,~c" In he' fl"~~'\"d c<)\"rmm,'c] d::'N<;tly !l~ tha c"~,,.icr. ~'lak 

froll the 5~_iGfl."'e" ~.r!j th':' ;>"ll",,,, ""\',,r-n rj"po<1 l~.to tho lIick. 
He didn1t m(vcr. 1,<)vc1bt: out. mf'l:\~n',m-tly "t en';· poi"t, ho 
,,",sec) over lIgnin l~te u IT,,,ro ~hall'ol" snlci<l.a.l dive. Flu}:: cenM 

t.i",,~Ci' to' lo~L<> le,c.., the J'l.~,\C. J.I, C'<C1"ll. TllOJ. Uw l.'lak \l"~ 

ovar. th" old.p. It d:repF<1 fi bor:,b lo~'" ""'d ~.r%hcd thr.enr;h 
tIle ccntc:rof tb8 i'li(;ht do'Ok. 

11. tr""l'mdous cxplo~ion cns".d. 'f;, 'h"l'e ~l~El[) burst sky­
.mrd, r,a~".ing te "cwe:,,' till' cU'oi,-r. C;l!P. T~',) ine 20 ·tan (,lev:<torfi 
","'u 1lfLwJ 111"0 UJU all' by l-lw 'Jl,,-~t ,,;1~. ~"t-;;lc~ ".'!l'y ,In -th~:[" 

farmel' scet~. Th" I'bip t-c~elf ehll('UC1'od tIS thQug~ [(ttcmpt.1l~J 

\.0 "b",~<c off n futr.! bl'''', Fat' n no"cn+, 0 si1o"co sQcm~d to 
sQttle "lIlOr t·ho gQ,,[,~onea. 'l'hu" 'lbu;'C, ""s 0.;;"-')3, !'l:lr:l()~ b'Or:!l-~ 

looping !'l'em tho ~j,ip, ,ire h'ok od nr.,~:~; ii!.,x'l~~ 0'1 tr.~ 
niGht and blnG[(r doc!m. Rup'~ur"d SlO"'" o..,d ·,-",tur J..ino,~ hissed 
,m.\ ~ublL"tl. Th~ ruar n..-.! eraci.l~ ~r C%1,),,5Jn.:: um::nmi-Clen oddod 
" terrifi.c [.in to tha H~G;r "c('n~, Tho ilt'c r~_;:-~". 1:cne'-''I11y 
on the fli.:"J,tdodc., on t:lc.- hOn,"tli· nee], (lnd 0:1 the fuel .~" "101r. 
doek. A ho~vy blacll: ,.mc:(o. billo;'!Ou ~r.i'.'[ord" 

Tho 3hJp tvolc :Its h,tt "t ',1.:!~?, R,·ld.~a on'1"'Jr.ic(l"'Jcm~ 
:rorlo1"cc1 1nt,!).ct ['or n ~<J,r milJutc~I 1Q",~ cno"r.:h to p"\. ".110 I'h11' 
on n oour;,o eut of tho VI~lId, Cnp,;nin M1\l~ ;;rom or~"J'od 81 
harjdS eff thc bri<liIo cx~opt the ",.vJ.r~"tcl·J tho hO::.'[·WW1/1 find 

-tho cuptoJ.n'9 o,-"et'ly., t-"pt",in Mrli"tl;<m, too, r"o~,-uod en 
th" brid;;o. /ls the firo. gl'O\1 .10c,triecl "-nil te-l~ph~rjQ liMa 
burned tlU"cu;::h, f<) tht.t by 1955 ,,),1 roru:l11nicatie;1$ fl'em tho 
brln~c r.cr~ .e,~rad. 

Finany the ship storterl fi ale." ~l~n~ \,=n. it ~'''5 

oppar"n-t t!:te~ t-hilt eontr.c1 but"ocn t!:t~ en;;{n~ rO~1'l-~r,(! th~ brHgo 
ha~. bee" cut, 8hnrlly th"N,,-{'~or, li"'WVC',', t!:~ SLn,~".f.1ell ~tQn<lierl 
On 0 ao.f'"-' o.nrse to ';.'w, ~auth ut dQj"! sO'"o,l. ~_.' ~t.c.crin;~ cantrol 
rms nssu:oed d t,hQ eLlorG,,'n~y st<'c!'in.~ unit-,,·ll~l'.l }!--,bad:. nft, 
/It 2025 the brid~e V3S "tnndQn~Q ollti.~~J~r ~nd u cG~~and l~~t. 

~st[\blbh;,d by th" C"pt'l1n'on th<:: fOl~".:r<l t1nd Of the fli;~h·t dook. 

FI:r" burnod 'lencrdly no" on the fU~ht \'10"",( b",t",eon tho 
t"o olevntcrs, thl'Our;hout the ontira hm1;:':>r dC""k '.'moro 'l"M,t,1.t.:les 
or .51) c'l1j,bcr, 20 m:LlllnJtcr f:".;l If' 'l1:i.llllK,tC,!' [\)."unttlon 
~ontir,,,~(\ te ""1'10<10, 1n tho cnt'.ml:-:~J on tho I:U" Bpenson~ nnd 
o,n pm-t~ of th~ 1J[j~n ,lvck• 

•*::l3 P.!.!. 



• • • 

Too Sun:;!lMon l.l.t~r"ll.y ,1M ~~·.·lC"d fr:ta trm ~"p:>r"to • 
. linHs by tho n",,,,os. TIl<' thi~k .,c..ll or fira throlJGh tho tlid­

,,10 of t.he cerri ~r prevented tho~'~ mi tho .ror"~H\ P',or~ fT')PI
 

Kno17inl; ju~t ,i],,,t ,ms hnpponim, ~:-l t':te nno.~ PQT~, mld vJ.o~
 

vcrSll.
 

As i.n n~' cat"st:r"f'h~ in'f8J.vinr; hu,,~T''''t'~ of MlHl, thor"
 
wero ~ountl~ss inci.c1ofJ~.q t~,{lr. nir>ht tlwt neNar \'lUl he recorllcd.
 
Thero n"TQ hero;." decds, ~~nG ~"o"rn, 5JnC \1"sun,:, 'tt-,,'ro .iO.S
 

death on-J t.::rriblo palo., The;,o W',s q"tck t]',inldn~ ,,"d inc\'tia.
 
Thora evon fms Clono ,1L,nor,
 

\Hth the ship dj;,,;I<ic,d by f'o."I'lCB o.nd ccmrmmic"t1"ne Bcver~d
 
,,"'ntrolboci co:!',;,cl ",,3 t"';Jo~"iblo. R=l.fleat.1cm .from thQ
 
sLric1.:!o hit l!!1d rh·o 'iTem ""I1'y, Aj..l SO:!"tll d" p''Vblor.ls dcvolopod
 
in ill &<;ct~.~n~ o.e tho ~);tp Lmi mon in oar" '-:"dion 1.'.soi\ tho
 
VloU:l8 ''':>5t at hllild io solyo t.:l'--,U.
 

Firn .fi(:c.t~"ll gI'Q"'P~ ofton ....OTO dTiven bM.k by s~w.dl.ng
 

water, <!xp1odi"ll ""'''W1Hion, lira ,m" oa:)so S:lOkD o B,,~ t<,oy
 
hWl(J on, M"-l1y thin:;:. ""'r.t on Gi;;mJ"'"""~<>',lr,l,'r. Doc;;o;:s a .."l
 
ph[lTnIrI~ists !!liltos t:r,,:tt..,(i, the \,,'QV"d<;;d und b\1.c~e1. Bron....l.::s in
 
f;,ro ~1~jnlJ IlOi'o isolated. Sta"," f"'.~ sool.,yod ~" 11Ip':'llroo. "uxll~
 

in:ry J.lnos. A t;l.'.'oo ~.n1 <m,,,.,lnl~ ,~Oe:l'OO l:L~-::, "ns c""rl>ctod,
 
Suhr.lOrsiblo p~nl''' ~.nd hr.m\7 bllliacl \"ION rj,f"(;ccl. n1'ol-;~n rlool."s
 
Woro lonutcQ e:,d. cocm'oa,
 

Bll~k. ...rt 00 the flirht dook ~L8n :ru~hcd u....,b",·ned n"d
 
pnrtly Olunod pl"ne~ ovc~ the HidCl b"fN'u th"y boca"'o o:w"lopCld
 
in f'l""'l~n.
 

Sovorul ahtp~ crumB alonr.~:~o ~t gro~t riRk to :tid in 
fi((hting the fire" LeI W. fouc,t,t t:l<~ h~.D::l"r docl: fire fro", 
th" port, sid". LeI ]1, ottm'1pfl111j t.he 3:1"'0, s".rfere~. oxt"naive • 
dW'ln,~o to her ~"pClr~t;"\lc"t;uro whon sha col.1.~"Q,l vlit·h tho S""G""h)fi, 
'l'ho d[)stroyor Jh:.d~onl ut.tc",ptlng to gnt d~G" to tllO ataroonxd 
Ilido, "l~o ~\1ff"rod dl1lllrtP,~, In oddH-J.on, D. b=:ling plano tum­
bled f,'O" tllO S""vo.'1lon'lJ fl1gbt denk. ont.o H,,,, Hu,',<:;>nls ,1Gpth 
oharllCll. TJw pl"no ViI'S jc>tt.i3c~od uHhout tho dopth ch:>r[;(;>.'J 
explod1"[(, 

By 2200 oJ.l n~,ar fi~o~ lm~o "nQ"r oontrol, An hO"I o~ 

So Inter scottaTed .r:i~"s 1n sn~h p:r.,,-ces a~ th~ ..hoto lnborntory, 
th~ C,I.C. trans"tttl>r ,,"oon [tw', the lw,t.t.o,,)' }<Jck..,r W[l.ctically 
\'fera e'~t, ,itt. 2)<:0 t.~,e cG~r'c':.. r. \'rH,h tho D"11l'1~ ""d Full(lJ.1 in 
ecro~ni!lf, 9t.~,ti":ls, got u!!rl"'r~;'y d ,12 !mo"i;s. 'l'J,a So.n"c,,"on 
I'till w,,~ oJlQllt nM. c~p""lo af r.>.ilk~n(: ~P()UU but fhD noo ox'· 
plol'dcns haQ Bhetter!'.d h01' uecfclno'a f~r mOI1t.h~ to co",c', She 
hlld only onO pIc.no loft {"."d th"t \.,it~ olV\ly d=aF:o[l" HUT fll(jht 
dock 11ll~ Il. ohu.-rod m,,~~ ~(' hl1nt~l\ ""'0[1 I\!l<l ,,1;0,,:1, Tho lm"n'lJ' 
deck wn. ovon 1701'SO. lIar steal. si21o~ "Dr" ridrUcd (1.00 torll, 
Sho ~n~ ju~t G skQIQten cn~rlGr, 

Shortly ...rtcr dnwn tho nD;l:t me~n'1nl:" ~ho TDje:lnnd hor t1\tlX 
unit. Th~l'Q Tldln(l Ii"~oo".rulll :In fL"l'I,,,t..i,o:t ,"h~ Oil'" a D.~II 105 
11la~u CVE, th", illock Islllntl) \'lhlrb h'~1 joinQ'~ tha unlt tho <1"1" 

h hllmly oilllo is " po..t,,~ld pu"P. 



, ,-. -.
 

• ~eforG. Tho S~n~~~Gn c~uisod TIlth tho dl~poaftion all day, 
At Silllsot she loft un tho first lap of il I.:mr; journey th[lt ,ms 
to brine hOT to til':: Norfolk li,wy Yn'd in Vir[;illill on ;runo 12, 

As sh.:> hcudod out into tha dusk of O'lcr.!tlg--" battsred, 
hl'lokenedl >:1an.,-1066 om'J:'i'~r-··-tho:re ",ero nany al>o,"pl "ho Glanced 
't>a"k !it the sleok 105 clae" C\'E th"t had roplaced hoI', 'l'ho 
.wrc,g .,,,,,t unspoken bnt lh,,~e Lhout':ht" evolved: 

Tho Sllno;arton HilS out or "Ghe OW!' .. Cm'avor, She had Cou:::ht 
a r,ood fir;l-.-I;~-e. nJ.'::l:<od fight--fron G"sabl{1"I~" to Okinmm, 1~0i' 

she h'>d bocn ropl"God by the Na"Yi s nel-r'Jst ,wst l'lodnl'Tl ,eVE. 
HoL' I/Ill' nnrc",. 'J'''~ Ondod, 1[0", job ,m1' ,kne o 

Tho Qllcen of tho eVEs, at lon~ l"st, heo_ded homo\\'erd 
to\lrm::l.9 portoL'ful Hotm."" mid a pmlccful ITorld••••••••• , •••• 

, 
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