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“every word, comma, period and syntactleal error, If any, of the puhliahed

-fighting Tronta, She . vas 11  the hAtlantic and ahe cruileod a

This 45 the verbatim original rext from the “cruise bnok" or souvenir-book

which we dliacussed and whizh vou've seen, This 1s the exact text --

booc 18 exactly the same. I also photographad most , 1f nor all, of the
11lascrations in tre beok: unfortunotely, T shot slides awd not prints,

therefore 1r would he ratcher pricey o have prints made of all of them

fover 1007,

P.4. The rtext is attiibured to Asst. Tiret Tiputenanc L.R. Eoreusun,

- p———

A color plhote of Sangamon appears on page 526 pf the Moverher 1943 lasue

of National Gecgraphde Magazine. & gpond rescarch libracy ness yow  may have

Hatiznal Gecgraphlc issues tlhot far back,

f, NEW QUEEN of the fleeb--the aircraft carrier-—hss benﬂme

/% the gymbol of the cambined sea and alr power of the U.8
Mavy. These shipa have Lgon  Julfed wlth other surfeds unlte
of the Tlezt to form the rFreas task forogs that gwept tae Jape
[rom the geoa frofntlers ol the Paclfic, Thair alr groups threw
thougenda of plonse at the very heesrt ol Japan.

Carrlers esre of several types, deslgned for assasult or
for secort dutlee. - Thy acenea deseribed . on the pages That
fnllow were .crested by one of the carelere originally put into
commieglon ae an egeort, but which oroved harsell unrfhy and
it zsauelt end aupport missicns in the very fightlag ' Tronis,
the battleflelds of the Puaclflc War,

Th: words writban here cannot glv: tho winls story of
relegation and battle, the elternafing calm and vlolenco, but
they de Llluinlnate ong elgnlflcant polnt:! the-corrler, .whether
she De large or anall, once scorned by Captalns, Admirals and
even Gencrals, hos proven hersclf . competont asé s member of the
fighting forcea of a great and mlghtr notien,

This 15 the battle atory of the light carrler OANGAMON, -
Bho has served during the entire poriod of hastil'tice cn  the "

P I S S
S S —— .

long tlme in the Paslfic battling the Nips right up teo thelr
front door. - She was voundoed on meny otcagslona byt eshs did
reca’ve ong Wound that epclled death te hery forigs tnoso word -
ares bhalnc written she 1sa belng stricken fron tho Nayyd 1liat of - '
active fighting ahlpa. Naed these words wilh rogsveect ani with
r*vurﬂn*e ror a grcnu littlo Il-hiing 2ady and for & “ighting
ore

-



NICTORY OF THE U.5,5. SANDATIOM

Thie 15 the etory of a tankor that pprouted winga, It is
- the hisztory of a ship vhlch, throuph the exigeaclea of war,
baosme. ap alreraft ocarrier and whoge achiovements enrnmrd her
tha doms "Quecn of the CVEs, M

Tho V.5,5, SANQAMOW won hor winge st Newpart Newe, Va,, on
August 2%, 1942, On thet dote she was conmlasioned o ecorrier
just slx montke after the Naovy Legon the Job of conwertleg her
fior the blg tanksr 5,5. Esso Tranton,

Hor pome stems froc the rivor Songomen, which flows quistly
- opd peacefully through eontrel Illineis, Peace waz not far the
“worrier Gangwemon, hewever., Tostiny hod mprked her fov o turbu-
lant eorcer~-a garcer thot earried her into the farflung bottlo=-
frongtn of the Alantic and Poalfie, Sho purticioated in major
eporstion aftel major operation,  der planes hurled tons of homhs
- ol rocketa on tho enemy, helped aleor tho eealanns of onemy
shipoing, Her guns biaated Jop al-croft from the zkiez, Her
" anub nose ploughed throush %housnnds of miles al' dangerous watera,
She -ook part in the J'Lt-lt'l.nt.it‘_‘.rﬂ firet big drvwasicn. She fought
the Paeiflc war from Guodeleanal to dkinawa,

-) Sha wes o pmall carrler but she had a blis punch,

Althourh the Sangamon wae claseified as o CVE pbe eqonstituted
e sopsiderable increass in siza over the early baby [lnttapa,
Sho wap 553 feet lapg, displueed 12,500 tena and hind a grosa
welpghkt of 27,5070 tons, Sho waa tho first of four tankcra convert-
od intg parriers, wnieh kocemt lmown as the Songamoen flose. Her -
sister ships ore the Sutonnes, Chenapgo ond Senteo, :

The Sanganon, first commended by Captain C, W, Wlober, hed
an Inouspielous boginning, Hor crow tas greon, Tha ahakodomm
erulsz wee. short--o brief trip aboumd Chesepeake Pay, 3Sho thon
embarksd Alr Group VO 26 ond set out to sso a3 a_carrier Por ths
Tirst tima. GShe eralsed te Burmudo, Aftor & brlef sbuy she opa
tho Sawennee and Santco, plus tho carrier, Ranger, sortied for a
renpdezvoud with 4 trenendous inveeion force which hod formed at
g3t cpast porte. This arnodo 1as destined to transport and
support the Horsh Africa _anding feree=—thc amne-force which
formed the aprilagbuvard for the eventual death blu'f'.’ﬁ HE’EI.J.II-:tI
Cermany,

The rendegvous was made without mishap ord the carrleres fall
in astern of tho lormation baund for Casnhlemen nnd Port Lyautoy.
- Also in tho forzation was the Gho.nu.rga ferylng Avmy P=40a 1o
‘) be nscd ne garrlson atrereft, Wo flig ht operotions wero conduchod
enroute duo to tho seeracy of the nwunant




On Mevember 8, 1942, the londings wero made, with relotivoly
1ight opvasition In the Smmgemon's sector of operaticn, All air
reslatones encountered wog that of the Fronch Adr Foree, Ths
Sengomon'e air group provided combet clr patrole, anti-subnarine
patrola and ¢lpsa eir support for tie ground fercos, Goopir-
ctlon of tie air erm with tho pround forcce during the invasion
pravad to ba an eyo opecnor for nany offlelals. Tho Sangamon loat
none of her plonca or pllnts through cnomy acticn,

The Sanremon lsft this operatlon seversl deys later thon
1t wag scheduled to. A& planc cragh on the flipht dack earried
eway ell radio reoeeivine entonnse, As a result gn order for the
pbip to return to the Unltod Statem wons not rocolved untlil geveral
days aftor 1t showld have been carricd cut. Finally mossnges
waro etreightencd out and she honded for Mordfolk, Va, 4 port of
her alr grewp wop sont be the Ohonargo at Casablanea to provide
nir covorage for a convoy roturning lator, The pilots thus effccotod
rcfolnod tho ship at Rorfelk, On her return trip the Sangamen
vea battarod by heavy scasz, Tho [orwnrd part of her £1ipght deck
wap danogod and tho formord: catwalks wore enrried ewey, This
“necossitated o 10-day word porled fer repadra. 4t the eana tina
additional 20 millimeter guna were odded to the ship's ormacent,

Thon the phip turned har btow towards tho -Pagifie whera tho
Hovy was ascrely in nood of corriera-—ther> wmd but one, Early
in Deccmber, 1942, the Sengamon, the Suwannco, the crulsors
Hichite ond Clevaland and & destraynr scrcon deoprrted Cron Meorfollk
for Woumca, Yow Caledonie, via tho Panooa Oonal, The voyego wes
long end ureventful, but an intondivs preogram of punnory, monouver=
1ng, communicationa, and tracking drilla woro carriod out. The
group arrived at Noumea in Jonuary. ACteT a brict stay the ecarriors
wora acni te Hoyannoh Horbor et Efnte Islend ip tho Nog Hebridoo,
Letor tho Chenenpo Joilned the Eumnpnes end Sanpaoran thore and the
now-ranous Sarrier Division 22 woo formed, with Roar Adnirsl
A, C, YcFoll oommondlng, -It 18 now tho oldost gorrier divislen ond
woe tho {irst organimed durlng tho war, . : '

Havannsh Harbor waa 1little rore than an enghorago thon, but
for the Sungamon 4t woa honme for tho noxt olpht pontha, This
riTied _wae apout moetly -meltinpg--walting for somcthing thot never
happerned, The Havy hod fow oorricrs veedy Cor actlon st that
time, So fow, In faet, that when all the old battleoships and
eruisers in the South Paeific foreo went out looking for tho Jop
{laot ot the time of Quednleanal's flnnl cvacuntion, evly threc
eerricra vent nleng, They wore the Sempmuwny, Juvanew, and Soteo,
Ho conteet with the Japs werc mnde, howover,

: Ynee during tho eight monthe period tho Sumgemon, in ecompany
with the same group, helped cover the lanmdings on the.Rusaall
Ielands, =

Mosgt “af tho'timp nae gport in port in eompany with tho
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battloghipa Golorado and Marylend which had moved up fTrom Buvs,
Theeg battloships and tho throe onrrlors werc orpgonizod iate
& task group for soma time but novoer wnnt out togothor oxecpt

far mancevara,

Tho Sangamon's air group, howovor, did havo some eativo
momonta, 1t mpont two 39-doy perlods on Guadalennnl during tho
helght of that nonpnign. For the remalndrr of the time, tho
elr group was aliore-bapcd on Ifoto Ialond exoapt for ceensional

troindng exerelace with the ehip,

The last few monthe io tho Scuth Pocific wiere spont with _
the earricra nltornately golng oot for o wack or ton deys caverlng
canvays makinT the run te Guodalenool, .

In fiugust tho Divieden'a basc wos chaonged to Egplritu Szate,
but the Saonpamon ronained thers omly e short timo bePore etocming
to Sen Franclseo for an overhanl st the M-ro Tslopd Navy Yapd,
The ship arrived 1o San Pronedsen in Soptembor, 1943,

Sho returnod to the Praifie Per in Octohbeor, 1943, 1ln the
monthe nhoed tho shipls eherceter woa to change redically from
whot 1t hod beon durdng hor provious sotay in the war zonc, Hor
activity hod beon limited for tho mast part ta cowerlng convoye
In the oren immodiatoly bohind the flehting front on Guadolewnal,

How sho wae to oppreceh tho fronts hereclf. Sho was to particlpatas .
-du tho torrifin idlond battles to ho faurht in the groat oxpanse

of oesan from Torawn to Okinawn,

During thq'?bmd partod a% Maro Island, porkmen hed insorpar-
atod sovoral changea inte tha matcerlol nomplexion of tho ship,

-How poravene eponecn's futtod from her sidos. She hed mir-oporatod

barriers to roplaso thoe old onos which hed boan laboriously
houled up opd dom by hond, An incrt gos arrengenent hoad beeon

-dnsteiled to give aoddcd protoatton te her gosclino syatom, Thera

wog o redeplzned Combet Informetion Center, ond o asceaml gyro

onded her rolienco on the singla old one,” Ferhaps tha meost
ptEnificant chunios wero tho inetallotion of an improved Merk HII-1
cctopult in plaee of the Mork HIT ond the substitution of on SK
rodar for the old 5C, In addition thoro wos o new squadron, YO 37,
whieh oporated ninc SBDs, nino TBMa and 12 FéFu, the last bolng

g now type fishter typo replaelng tho F4Fs formerly on tho sbip,.

Tho [1irst port of canll on tho mew crulsc wos Depiritu Santo,
The ehip romainod thero only o ohort time, Thon on ¥ovembor 9
sho wont ogut teo partinipato with trensport and support groupe in
4 progtlec landing ot Pengo Point on Efato Islend. On Revomber
13 gho 1cft Espiritu Santo again, rendszvouscd with Task Force
53 the nox% doy ond steamed out, The Qentrol Pacific offensive

bggon, :
'First camo Tarewa,

. 43 -
Hu?ﬂmhur.?& was "DV ar "Dog" day at Tarawa, Tho ehip moacet,
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) Eﬂr Dﬂv itsclf that the crow remerbors besty

gave birth to o litter of pupz, 1t was this incident rﬂther than

On the firet two doys of the operation, tha ship lourched
airikes, Ouring the rest of the ting, omd aftor Hovenber 29 ot
Apomane, the alidp Followed o pattero which boenme ingroansingly
femillar as the Paeific offonsive progreesod, Combuat alr patrela
and sabti-subrprine patrels Cor bath the. target aron and tho
earricr proup, acarches and huntor-killer flights woro launchod
roputorly, Eotwecon launchings the chip with other corrders of .
tha divieion fusled many destroyers and dome cruisers, Onco the S
Songamon and 1tp group contbeted o Jap submarine, The ULS.E, _ S

- Gotton took tho asub under attock, possibly doetroying 1t.

Soveral things lontned ot Terawn proved impertant durdng tho
pohsaquant oporations, 1n the firet place there mas tho question
of mindmuim wind with which Soneanon elass esyricrs ecculd operato, h
Wonthor conditions ot Torawe provided o ready answer, Fron
locenber 3 to December 8, hourly wind overspea [lucuczbod botweon
a moximun of gix knots and o minimin of twe, It wos oconeludod

“thet with five or mere knmots of wind thoy could op:rats without

undue losa, Uhen winds dropped to less than five knots cporations
ptill worg faensible althourh greater loZses could be expoctod,

in dverage launching took one minute ond fiftcon mcconds, and for
o limited pumbor of plances this ¢oudd be Teduced to one minute,

- Ponl and faeline oroated ansther problom, Whon the ship left
San Dlego before the eperation begon she carrizsd more than 3,000,
20 gallona of fucl oil, Togather with the other tuo aorriers
she rofuolesd 45 dastroyore ond two cruiscrs, She roeolved no
el hersoll duriny the long cralse ond yot hod onough left [or
18 dnys stonming whon sho put in ot Pearl Harbor,

+l

Hor arow haghn to esll hor Yoan ofl ¢an wlth winps™, . And
evohtually one of them dosigned an cmblen, pointing up her tro=
mondous [oal sopaclty. Tho omblom was an oll gan sproutlng wings

with "2 ir 1" printcd on the can, Tho Sanpamen wos porving ee a

double duty chip in thoso days,

. Vhile her fuel eapacity wos an impnrtnnt logistin fnctar,
1t presented hozerds toe., In order to esTTy such o quantity ol
fuel tho ship hed to [111 her wing banks, placing tho inflemmeblo
o1l next to her agkin, The anti-torpedo probeetion thoso tanka
af forded whon £111ed with salt woteor wos eucrlflacd, FPeoeognizing

this, tho division eommender werned agalnst use of thess earriers

48 "handy tankera®, Ho recommoded tho wing tapks be enptlcd of
81l oil beforc entoring eombot zonoa end that fusling bo acconp-
lished Ln arces woll romoved [ronm tho scene of action. '

. The shlp loft Torawn Denombor 7 to Toturn to tho Statoe
for iltcrotlong, Tho perisd in San Dicgo woa eapoeiddly

1
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enfoyable for the crow since they woro eble to spend Chrictmns
ot home, Peret and quiet, however, did not last loeng.

On Jonuecry 13 &f the nest yarr tho Sorenmen ploughsd cat into
the Prelfic ngatn, Sho.paused for a doy at Haul In the Hamsddan
Islends. Then she pushed on for anothsr "DY Day, Thiz tine it
was henjaledn on Japuary 31, Av Keojaletn, she leunghed her

routing patrols, sept off atrikes and in gonernl operoted na she
hod wolarc, :

: ‘Thred lneldents distinpulshed this eporatisn fron the
rroceding ones, Tho first woa ¢ fire, .On Janusry 25, still fer
from Keajoleln, the ship with tho athere of hor division broke
tray from Task Foree 53 4o operzte Indepeudontly through out

- the doy. Everything prueesded in tho usual rashion until lnte
afterncon, AL 1651 o fighter plene came intg the larding eirele,
rocedved o cut, flonted up the flight dook, caucht no arrostar

wirce, broko through the borriors arnd erashad ioto perked planas
forerard,

Its belly tank, fillod with 157 pallons of gasoline, ripped
logse end scaticred floming fucl amons the parked planes, Firc
roged generally, The flamgs Tan aft for 20 feet. elong the flight
deck's ctarboord side ond whipped up aver the brddge making ehip
cantrol cxiremely diffieult. Thn corrlor wos sRung ont of +ho
mind 52 the [irc cquld bo fought rnd by #1651 it wes under control.
Seven mon dies in the fire oand erosh, Scven were duwjured scrimualy,
Fiftcen men Juaped over the side to esenpe the flemes ond all
uxaspt two worc anbseguently pleked up,

Tho socond incddent ogourred tho following day, Ths shipa
of the formation had formed o fueling dispssition, Hoving complot-
cd fuoling two dnetrayers, thu Saagemon cusuma! slg-zoecping and
commonaol a AU dogreo turn to pors. Tho Suwannce, chouwt 1ETO

- yards off the Sangaments port hand, started o atarboord turn pra-

perntosy to copducting flieght operationa. The =hip: bogan o noss
townrds each cthor, Orderp wore piven on toth eorricra bo bech
Jduwn,  Tholr pomontum wns o little too groct, JLlth both racking
davn full, they scraped bow to bow, Forturotely they nlmoat wers
dead dn the wotcr epd only suporficdel domoge resulted. It wmas
tho £irst znd only eclli:zion the Sangamou had,

Tho third inoidont oceurrod on tho nipht of Fobruary 11-12 t/¢

ns tho shlp lay at snchor in the Xwajrlein Lepoon, At 0203
gcveral cnomy plonoa woro reportod 67 miles nway, coming in, The
Sangamon aounded genarnl quertcrs, Noho of Lhe plunss approsched
within attacking diztnnee of the shlp but eevoral of thom hoavily
bombed nearby Hel and Namae Islands, | These Lalande hed becn
auaupied by the Unitcd States forces a fov coys boforc, Large .
explosicns and many firen cowdd be scen freon the ehlp but the

Mall elear” sipnal finally erundod ot 0415 without the Soupomen

. #Not  the. corroot timo, but I havo no way of rinding the aorrontion.
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herself hoving unlergone an attock, The crew, which had bhepun
. to figuro thelr ship waes Jinxed, deelded her luck hod returncd,

And return it hod, Tha Sangamon weat throuth invasion
alftor Invasion without n ecratch, The log for tha remalndar of
tho yooar roeads liko a storybaook:

o

Enivetok—D doy on Pebruary 17,,.strikos and petrols until

'fabruury 24 whon tio ship finally departod for Pearl Harbar to

ropalr the fire wid oollipion domage...Captain M, E. Brander flew
aboard to rolicve Coptein E, P, Moorc aa commanding offlcor,

Paleu Rald=--The Saupaman rendezvoused with Teask Group 50,15,
the fost corrler train, on Mamreh 28......1% coverad 50,15 whilo

Task Foreo 58 homoerced Polou.

Aitepe--D dey on Aprid 22, ., covored londing for two dayg..e
lrunched petrole and strikea,.,}itile oppeaitien,

Hellondia--Frovided patrols from April 27 to May 5, ©

Salpan--Rendezveuecd with the corrior group of Task Farea
52 on Juno 2l...3upportod landing for six doys...{lchtor boenbora
used by Senpgomon for first timo,,.threo fightors lost to AL but
all pilots seved,,..cven the ship'a torpede plonea shot dowm

. oncmy edlreraft..,.only ono onemy attock on the ship materiellzed,,,

alx ta ¢ipght Jop plancs boro dowm on the foreo tho nipght of Juno
28, ,..thoy orbltted outsldo thu formation, with one cenaslonnlly
bracking off to monks an attack on Individunl silpo,..ot 2345 a
Kata aloged tho Sangamon..,.flying low it erosssd rhoed abeut 100
YOTd6 0%0¥.,eslt cirolod, droppod a torpode which paasod nstorn of
tha ship.,.two dustruycrﬂ, with redor oquipped puns, thon shot 1t
daan in flomes.

. i J."f.i

tnam=-Sortisd for Guam on July 1Q,..errived in opzreting
aroa July 13.,.morc potrols and atrikes,..covored bombardment
group until fugust 1, ,.then back to Hnnua for glmost & monthl!s rost,

And 8o the vinter, spring ond summer pnaacd swiftly. Tho

. Sengsmon! s crow begen to pgrow restless. They were tirced of "D"
. daya, of long weeks of atcoming, Thoy woro tlred ©f eceing flof

corel islands, anld evon thn clser blue water of the Poeific had
last its buauty; They wontod to po homa,

r

They turned towards the noxt operaticn--loretail--witb the hopo

. ‘it would be the last one of the yesr, - The Sangamon arrived off

Morotnl on Scphomber 15, tho doy of tho lnvoslon, Tho landings
were largely unopposed and thero was no nced for elose nupport
missiens alfter the initied) wave of aasoult troopa hit the besch,

Strikc plenes were divertod to bembing and strafing and, in pencral,

renderding iropsretive the nearby airfidlds on Heimehecrn Island.
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Ona nemorablo Incident occurrcd during the opsratien in
Wogile Bay ot Nelmoahera, A Santoo Mleno, ongoged 1n o otrafing
mission, was hit corly om the perning of Soptember 16, The
plene blew up wnd tha pilot was thrown freo, :

On tho boaoch argund tha bay wore mony Jap gun onplacomonts,
b3 tha plet dosconded by parachuto inbo the bay, our fighter
-Moanoa haayily strofod tho Jap sun pesitisns to koop them from
hitting him, So low d1d out fightora make bheir runa thet ang
- anmarmoo pllet fme ghot down and lost,

Moconwhile o FOY oos dlapetched to otionpt a redgue of tho
stranded Sontee fiier, Jap gunfire was eo intonse, havever,
that the slow-moving FBY was unablo te earry out its mlssion,

The plane did get dn lonf cnoush to drop a 1ile roft, Tho strord-

ed [1ler clinbed in the raft apnd procariously oaned Ints o
sheltered epat bohind oo pler jutting out into the boy,

The fighter plones sontimued +to keop him out of Jap hands
with countlias strefing runs, Deek on the Sanzamon, aoveral
torpade planes sere rigred with smoke tanke and leunched, They
arrived ovier the bay aimdtencously with two PT -boats which wore
ta ettumpt & rcscue,

The torpedo plones leid & hosvy smoke screonr nnd tho PT
boate gpod Into the boy hiddsn from thoe Jap punnors, They found
thalr way to tho pler and mdloed the pllot aboard, In tho smoky
haze¢, tho FT boat crews spottod a amall Jap tug, They whipped
tovards 1t, pponed Tirs with their 40 millimetor puno and sank 4t,
Then they aliced ihrough tho emcko sercor out of the bay and to
safoty,

' That no encmy mir atiocks cocurred at Horotot dooe pot

" imdlicote that Jap planes were absont, They reguloarly nere ovar
tho landing arca glthor before the combat adr patrol srrivod at
dawn or aftor 1t left in tho evening, :

In bim commonts on the oporation, the divielen's commander -
painted out sevorel things which werc to be important lu futuro
operations, He roforred to the holplessnese spainst a night
tarpedo ottack of & CVE unlt ecrcensd only by destroyer cscorta,
Ho rzecmmended that destroyers and licht anti-nirernft eurdscre
be addcd %o the norricer dispositlons, He suppostod that pllots
bo pivon treining oshoro in nipht gparations, Porhaps his most
portinent remark como with the rocommendation that an sdditioncl
typo rodmr e instnlled ow &t loast ono ship af tho diviasion,

AIn amphiblous sporntions," he snld, "whero oporatlons ero
carricd on in close proximity to land mossos, 1t would be rolp-
tivoly onsy for alrcraft to Tollow land until opposite tha for-
matlon nnd thon eloge it witbout holmr dutuobod
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That aot the key [or Loyta,

Whon tho Sangamon lalt Morotel on the 27th o svcond cheptor
In her Pociflc wer exporicnoo camo to o alose.  Although gho had
required olmost an cntire yoor to build up her etandout record;
there had bocon s minimum af mishaps, Betwoen Jctober 1%, 1943,

and Septembor 27, 1944, sho hod partidelpeted in six major lavee-

lons, Che had gteamod 89,261 miles. She hed launehed and landed
4y834 plence, Thada plences hod sxpendod 537,800 pounde of bonbs
end 482,200 rounds of 50 caliber ommunition, It was on envioblo
reoord,

At the conclusion ol tho Morotal eampalgn, tho Sangamon did
not hecd homeward, Thers wes ono more thing to be duonc in 1944.
There was one more invaelon=—dastinod to be the biggest, most
cetion-pucked cveont tho ship wos to participats i durlng thut

Jrar,

Ther the Snngamon roturncd to the onchoragoe at Monus aftor
Yorotnd, fow aboard roalized Just how acon thelr ship would
puffor 1ts firat battle scar. Tho crew sometimeos reforrod to
her o3 "Sengy, the Vnsinksble® beusune of her fortunes 1n bettlo,
Sha had seen a Jap torpeds plane run ot her onc dark night off

Balpan, She had boen drovm within the scope of suab ctfack, Sho

bad nccod procarlously thraugh sountlcas Jup~held Islonds, Yet
not oneg had sho boce stung by a torpeda or picrced by o bonb,

8o whon the first hints of thc noxt opcration—-~tho Philipe
plneg-=sceped vin gropovino to the erow, & lacling of anxdcty
and apprelicnsion swept the ship, Would the luck of the Sangamon
hold: Could ahe uscape domago oneo agein?

Ordera wore regelvad sometime botwoen Octoher 1 oand 12
eBalpning the Seoremon to Toak Forco 77, o maselve orpnnlzation
under Vies fdnirel T, C, Kingaid, Thoe forea's objective vwas the
Fhilippince, The escort carrler group to vhicH tho Seangamon
waa ngslgnud Iincluded 18 GVEs wnder the command of Hear Admiral
Ts L. Sprejrue (eboard Sengamou), fAporetion plans ocutlined in
meticulous detall shat ench of tho bundreds of ships partieipzting
vaa 1o do, They polnted out tho apselfiec torpet--Leyte, Layto
ley not on the opon gon but aa tho inbonrd eldo of o long gulf
eimost elosgd to somiord by land and serrounded by the syrind
lelends of tho Fhiliprpinca, Theac peogrophlenl Tacts pruvnd Uure-
fortunate for the Sﬂngdmon nnd ansma of hor elsteors,

‘Shortly aftor dawn on Cetsher 12 the Sangoamon amd oloven
other oorrinra stoamed out of Manus boun? for the Philippines,
Two acluuna of glx earricrs ooeh formed ond tho ships moyed out

"to ses with tholr gun crews prectice-firlng on o tomod sloove®,

About noon Tesk Group 77,2, tho hombardment unit composcd of
battloshipa, crulscra ond destreycrs, opponral gn tho horicon,

i leng uunvnﬂ-aylindur towod ot the ond of o lonr line by an mirpleno,




~ The CVEis and the bombardment uniﬁ.juined in the alTterncon %o

I'nr ans lerge foree under Rear Admiral J. B. Oldender{., Other
ships wera to Join later., Six CVE2 end fome cruizcrs hod re-
mained behind to escort trensprris, :

Par tno daya 1ittle disturbad the tedium of stosmlng., Leto
on the afternoon of the sseond dey, howover, rumblings of s storm
to coma penetrotod the calm, Thia time it wee netnre's storm
ppd not the storm of battle. Hext marning o typhoon, reported
in the mrtboset, whipped up winds erqund the formation, The
shlpfa moteorclogiet sconncd his charts worriedly ond harrcesed
the eommuniecstious offlce fer any cdditicnc] word on the storm,
The reathor centinmued to thieken through the 16th, Shartly
befors noon of that doy the hattleship and cruliser group Jeft
the formation to procoed to Leyte Gull, where they were to bom-
terd the lending boaches thres deys in cdvanee of the wphibe
ions fnreey, L . )

Winda continued stronmg around the cerricrs, increcsing
townrd guless As the night worc en hecvy gocs poundod the ships,
Mong toverds morping the nunber two motar whole boit, the
vhorry cnd the port bpom on the Sangemon ¢arrled nwey., Tae emall
boya in tho scroeen were snffering on cven Worse trounelng., Tho
most soricously demoged wos the destroyer escort Rowell swhich lost
her mpet, The typhoon goved to within logs thon 100 milos.
Vieibility bocome limiled to cs llitle es one mila, Sovies hroko
pveT the Scngamon's fligsht deck cnd sproy whippod up onto the
superstrueture,

Fortunctely tho typhoom epprocched no ¢loscr, * Lete an the
17th the winds foll ofl cnd the gens sabaided. The coarricers

‘once moro turncd tourrds Leyto, heving clorrod cn uncnticipsfed
torrier in thelr guost »f tho Phllippincs.

Oetober 18th found tho Scngomon gperating ~ith Task Unit
TPih.1 off tho Phillppines. The unit ineluded tha Chencrngo,

- Santoo, Suwmnog cnd ascorts, Two other carrlors, the Scginaw

Boy cnd the Petrof Bey, wore to joinm the unit on tbe 28nd. . The
apereting orea of this unit ley ecst cnd southnzcat of Leyic Gulfl.
The ehips worc for tlo most port withln sight elther off Srmar or
Mindnneoa, This geve Jop lookeoute stitloucd om wountein topz on

epportunity to keep the unit under constent obaervetioen,

Tho Sangomon end her gisters leunched flights in support of
tdycneod elemeats nf Tozk Foreoc 77, operctlog in Leytc Culf, ond
cupzontod these with strikes cpednat Loyto cnd Ylscyion cirfields,

‘FBhothor reeling undor the impret of the indtizl csscwit or meroly

mcTking timo until they cnolyzed tho situction, the Jops dld not
striko beck dsmodietcly, Often his plonos tpperred on tho. redor
seroon but untll the 20th no cnemy cireraft epprocched the ship,
ro mttozk moturlolized, :

0




On the doy of the cetual Mivadgion, Oetober Eﬂth, dawm brake
tarqugn o acreen of high rnd mliddle elouds, gencrelly secttored.
frere wes no rein ond vielbility wos goad. 411 in oll, 1%
tes o good day for invesion, The ehip prececded with routins
sporatious, leounchiug ¢ ecmbet cir patrol [or the Leyle nroa ot

- 0552 and p opupport missien ot 0750,

Thun ne tha chip was lannching n “How" hour strike rgoinst
Loyba ct 0825, 1t heppencd. Tio shrill gonnd of tho pencreld
nlorm cut through the nolse of plenes norming up ow the T1ight
deek. Throc Zekes, heving cluded rodar detection, epretred
higa over tho Santen, They dropped threo bombs but miszed.
Fiylng [zst into the west, thoy diacppecrcd briefly. At 0827
thoy were slghted agndn coming in low on the wntcor Forwnrd of
the Scpgomanls port boem, Ag they drew neor, tlwx Scngaman!s
port bettery broko leasc wlth o ship-sheklng Lrrage. Etending
stounchly on the opon bridge, Ceplaoin Bramder ronred:

"Shemt the bneterds gnwn.t

Troetly what heppened 3n the noxt few minutea is ebscure,
as in ¢l such cesas, One plane turned nn its right wing wbout
00 words ‘trom the Sapgemen cnd flew orratieclly cleng tho pert
gidc. It probebly wee thia plane thet was spotted by ¢ Songomon
fighter, juat lsunched, who.geve chase rnd shot it devm with
severel B0 oazliber barsis,

The secopd Jap pleno ovidemtly tuimed rnd fled from tho
ghip's witherlng fire, The third veko preascd home ite ottecl,
Tt stroiod the Songemnn, thin whipped nround herd cnd cens in
fast to» skip ¢ bomb inte tho phip's pert sido, i.3 the plens,
st111 undar fire, pulled vp over the how, 1t bursi into flomos
ord plunged inte itic sea. The pllat--ho grve hilp swme o Yushle
Yemomote, potty offloor firat elaes of the Jepanoso Huvy--vos
picked up by tho dostreyor Trethon end loter deliversd te the

St AT,

The cerrieT tack her hit ot Freme #3 on the wain deck levsl,
Although e twe by £ix sectlen of gtordl pleting ripped leoso, the
boub friled to penctrate or cxplede rnd tumbled back 1nte ths ace,
Firteon seconds lotor it exploded ot ¢ polnt pome N0 fest Terther
r.ft, but it pea anly r law ordor detonction of tht-pert of the
miesile thot had not erumblod on dnpect.

he cuplosinn 1iftcd ond shook the cerrier Trom astem to
gtern, Wit prly coused superiieizl demags. Whol was more glor-
ingly obvieus wes thuet clectrie prwver feiled, the gyrn reopecters
vent out coad the elsetric stecring wog uselcps. The ship lost
spocd ond dyoppod out of fermatlen, her gterboerd ongino filling
aff to legs then tma-thirds. With her part englno runndng full
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howrover, oho onugzht horaolf at 11 kmeots; At 0850 tho onZinag
roon roporthd "ready to answor pll bolle' and by 0905 all axespt
peraanent enpunitivs hud boon vepnired,

Thon thero wono bimo to aurvey the situation, Throo ron hed
hoon woundod by 20 mlllimeter sholl fraopnents sthich scattored
elewyr tho port satenl: durlng thn straling attoel, Nono was
injarad scrlonsly. Tho only permanent domape wos to the
foruard pyro whoero the wires sunporting tho sensitive nlesont
broke, Thia ras realily offsot by shifting all cquipment In-

volved 4o tha aftor pyro. The torn focticon of platine war patehed -

Immadintcly, Ho undevvater danogs rnsu;tgd.

During the flrst fee days arter the initial nttnck semething

sumpostlve of normalny sottled ohoudt the Sangomon ns aho eontimicd

her byainoes of lounchipgoe ond rocovovics,

On the night of the 21st tho ship gpent somo tina ot
ponornl. guarkera when "phantom borias" gppeored on the raior
eovcon, Thora Pphinntama", Iooking much like tho voued wiident-
ified plome imddeationa on the seresn, shaued up in the narth
onnd moved acuthwsrd, Nothing eould bo doteeted wizibly even
theuph tho roder indieasted the Vphontema® wero olose to tha ship,
Only the destroyer Melord repartod a plane low an the water,

It o around tho fermntian showing 11ohts erd wos tracked oud
by roder o 2N mllos vhove it élooppoored, The atranpe Yphoantom®
preecasfon continuod over tha ahip until 2015, by which timo
tracks hnd bean chortod on 15 indioationa,

Maamahila; Sengamnon pllota reperted another dlsturbing note,
Mary Jop olraralt, mostly groundsd on Visnyan finlds, hod been
elrhted, Botscon the 21st and 23rd the shipts pllote doairoyod
19 Jnr plancw In tho ade and 03 the greand.  On tha 24th, they
interceptod a larpe foreo of planea the cnemy harlod ot tho lnnd-
ing erca, They shot down nine for certein, prebably pobt Mour
rore bnd dscapged coo, Om tho same dey a Judy wan sploahed

neer the formmtion,

- Thore was obher ecuse for concorn nlsc, Qo the 2ZZ2nd and 23rd
7.2, submarincs scouting of Palewen debcetod Jap floct unlbs
stcaming up from the Slngspors area, Tho subs ottackod anl in-
ITlicte? awne demage ot the Jop foreo eontimird aorthunrd,

Thia, thoa, was the situetian:

Y. Adripnl Haleay'a fast Thicd Floot waa doployed oast of
the Philippincs, It wos io o poaltion to intoreopt should tho
cnemy atiomp to cross tho narrew Visayon waters,

2, Tha OVE foree, dividod into throo unite, waas stoaming in
soparaty opcrotlng orons odoo oaot of tho Phlllppdnoes, T
Sunpumon! s corrdur freup snd wscorta, dmown wa Tuak Ynit 77,4,1,

wrag oporatics oupt und uﬂqthunnt ul qutu Culf, Tho aveond CVE
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group, Tosk UnLt TTehe 2, VIaa opcruting 30 to 50 miles north of

the pnumber thoeoo unlt,

Je In Layto Gulf itself lmy the battleships, cfutaa:s ond
destroyers of the hombardment group, rlus sountlesa transports,
suprly ships, londing craft and other simdlor vessels,

On the mornlng of Lho 24th, the Third Fleet!s plaoncs siphied

twe large Jop sarfoes foreces noving eastunrd, cne in the Sibuyan
- Szo and one In the Swlu Scc. Both theae forces were taken urder
© tnavy air attack and mony ships Ammaged, Meanshile, o third Jap

unit, this ono built eround eorricre, was reported ty o Novy
seareh plong to be meving dotm on the Philippines from o polnt
some 20N milea off Northern Luzen., To ooct this threst, Third
Floot wnits' sped northwmrd to intercopt,

Turine tho oorly morning howrs of tho 25th the force [liret
sightod in ths Sulu Soa attempted to elip Into Leyte Gull but
Scvnnth Floot bﬂitleﬁhips eruiscrs, dostroyers and FT hooks met

onng routod 1t

Tho pooond Jap foreo, howovor, aliprad out of Sen Bernarding
Stralt intc tho Pacifis wed the oporating arqn of the CVEs,
This hewvy forgo--four bottloships, elsht eruisore, plus dostropors--
burat unuxpectodly ou CVE Unit 77.4.3 ond toole 4t undoer fira,
This uwnit wap then chout 1MW) to 1201 miles north of thoe Jenjcanon
ond hor group, Tho Sanmumon's unit immedirtuly lounchod o atrike
to nid the emhaottled CVE=, Not many planca wera availeblea for
thia atrike, hovever, becsnso tws ather flichts alreosds had beoon
sont to. hammor tho enemy--one a2 a eainhat alr patrel over tha
Leyte arnn end the "othir to hit at the Jop Forco that attomptcd
toc ateen into Loytg Gulfl,

About the tlme the Sangamon finiehed leunchinz hor strike,
povornl onerry plangs waro ploked ap on tho radar seroen 15 miles
uwwy. In 8 foor minutes tho Sangamon and hor alsters wers undcr

a tertifying alr atinck,

A Jap pluna preoipitated out of & thin eloud covar, roafnd
dewn upon tho Santeo, droppzd o bamb ﬂnd croshed into the flipht
doek in a suleclde attoek,

L

Thie woe the Komiknze~=the first time the Songomonfa foreo
nitncsscd the vlolent action of the Xemikazo (DMviuc Hnd) Gorps,
pledzed to glunre 1ts plenss to death on U.S. Ships,

Soveral more Zokos wers sightod ovorhoad, each apporently

- pleking & targct and proporlng for a sulcldo, At 0738 ono plume

meted towards tha Sengamon in o sercaming, strafing dive, At
first he acomed to oxpordvnne difflculty in ahnlur Iimscli. But
at 1,000 foet ho roored hord and atralpht through the hoovy antl-
aircruft barrama, At 1,000 foot he foltored,- Mo weorod aliphtly
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spperently badly hit, - Then ho mizsed the ehip, plunging Into
the sez off the port bow snd cxpleding. Se closc did he come thet
threo men on the Torecnstle weore wounded, one of ther fotolly,

Three more cnemy plancs s5till edreled overhend, Thon they

- ton begrn tq brook off individuelly end plunge dovm tourrds the
ships., Ope croescd catern of the Sangemon at sbout 5,000 leot,
turned ood cane op thiough tho fire af the ehipts cotire port
battery. It noscd up far o moment end plunged into the Suwennoo,
At 0759 the Songagan spened Tire with 1bks port guns ot the second
Jep plane, ntiecking the Fetrof Bay. Thet Jep pilet miszed, ton,
plungiog to deoth in the sén, A minute ar so lster the Snmgaman
Mlapted away resdn ot the third planc, Thie Jep clrcled tha
formotisn emd then 1cd into the West, :

During the edr snction the Santec reported she nlso hod boen
torpedoed, At N803 the destroyer Trathan sightud o periscope
cbout e mile awsy, She turned to cbtoek but the snb eluded her
dcpth chergesa.

. Backin the formation the Snwennee end Santee wore bllleoring
forth flepo nnd smoke, The Sentoo was fiphting - s5ix degroe list
resultding From the torpeds hit, Scoettered ghaut the sern woro the
mony men who had tumbled everboard wlhicn tho euiclidars struck snd
exploded. The dostrover coeort BEwll scurrded cbout rescuing then,
many of whom were injured eriticnlly. Liter the more serious
tascd woere transferred to thoe S..ngemen,

Pinelly tho Sentoe and Suwemmee reported the fires under
controal. Splrite rbarrd 211 the ships werce Woletered by ¢ cnur-
Cgoous enpouncoment From the battered Swwaomec,

_ "411 flren ora out,t boomed the voleco ovar the Intre-ship
rodio cireuit, "ALl ws feund of the Jep aro bits of his flosh,

" We're ready for battlo ascin,®

Within two Zeurs after tho fires wera out, both carrlers
hed resumcd flight operations, At 1116 the Bangemon herself hed

t engurdty, The cleekrie ateerdng feiled end the Diescl gonerstore

logt thedr lond, The sterbocrd emglno fcll off teo 44 FPM dns to
lass ol vocuam when the starboord condonscr wosd pumned dry sad

the edr elector became hot end vepor-bound,  Shartly after this was

repeirod the eatapult esble ported chd it wns estimated 1t weuld
requiro 20 hours to reploce., Fortwnntely o sherp breezu struck up
permitting frec deck teokcoffa rother thrn the usucl cntopulting,

Enemy elr stioeks fell off tha reat of tho dry clthough therc

wag one wonk strike et 1}45. Twe pleopcs epprorehed tho disposition,

‘ane of which wés shot dewm cbout 10 miles cwey by tho combet air |

patrol, Thc other, a Judy, ceme in, droppod & smnil bomb ncer the
Petrol Boy, strofed the destroyer escort Rowoll tnd discppeared to-
the exstvrrd,
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- orltted to meko room for more of the =maller types, Thore wes

" the artiro battlo erca whore they had lamdcd, many of them out

"Petres Poy roportod a turpedo wnko eloze abeard pornlloling hor

chnEina, Sanzanon planos wero abttoecking beth the southern
end middle Jap surface forcors, Thoy were serlously hsndicappod
by o lack of hoovy ermor plereine bombs, Such bembs had becn

the additionn]l handlenp in thot the Sangamon, having boon ocut of
4 novy yerd [for o yonr, was not equipped to handic rockcts aos nnny
CVEa vicrc,

- Twepty=-Cour sortlos In a1l mora lowvnched o oid tho blowe
against tho Jop floet, 'hen the roports finnlly dame 1n en theso
ottocka the folloving %ally for Soniemon plance wos recoracd:

(1} Jop ships south of Leytas

1 EE poaslble torpedond, {Enttieahip};
1 DD eerionsly damamed by strafing, {Doatreyor).

{2) Shipe esst of Sapar:

1%EP strnfad;
1 Mogaml clnsa crulscr posalbly terpodocd,
2 fono clops eruisors doriaged by strofing nnd near mlscos,

(3) Jap unit retiring through San Bornerding Stradt:

1 Hachi close orulser strefed end dapoged by one 500
poune SAP and n 359 pound 00, (Scmi-Ermer Picreing/
D>pth churgﬂ).

At darkness that nipght Sanzemon pllots wero disbursod over

of gne, Thoro wero coight at Tacleben, twd &t Dulug, four were on tho
Suwanneo nnd one wos bolloved to bo on & tonker. Elght wero une
eccountad for, elthough ecmo lator wero localod,

it 2038 tho saorred remnants of OVE unit 77,L4.3, which had
boen attackad by tho howvy Jap floct ships, ves slghtod six nmilea
astern of the Sangamonts formation, dn cocmy aubmarinp woa qursulng
tho eorrisrs which wore travellug without ozecorts¥ Threo lestroyers
uerg dispatehod 1o assiat but the sub sabmeorzed ond dlanppeored,
Shoertly thoeroafter o Jnp planc, ovidently a sneopcr, appoarcd 1n
the vieinity, It 412 not etteck, hewever,

The romecnts of TO M.4,3 Joined the Sonzamonle dispositlen,
AL 2230 the dostroyer escort Coolbaugh in the sercen reported o
sound ¢ontact, On turning to invoestigate sho sichted e perieecpo
dead ahcad, Sha scurricd forvmrd ond droppod her dopth eharees,
A momont lator a lond cxpleslon rent the alr and wntchers an tho
Sangomon daw o flash aof floume rieo come 2n0 [out obovs tha wator,
The Goolbangh oledimod o dircet hit. A fow mimutos lster tho

pturboord afdu,® He olditlonsdl nttncke dovolupod thet nipht and
oL ?? ofnd laft tho formeticn noar dnvm, departing. for ¥Haondd,

¥reatest example of cournge that I have ovor gaon - DDa & DR ngainat
full gunnod DDo and oruigers,/A'ho wxsautive offtavr of Petref Dy ﬁaid
tho motar of tho torpede soundod 1lko ‘an outbeard motur-tarpedo wog on
the surfare af e A1 PE s atte B ' Aol vt hssan /e




.IT..E"-'-.!; " .

Cl

o/

The Scngomen's cemmuniestions shock recclved some chesrlful
nsw8 on the rorning of tho 26th. The Jop {lcot, broker cnd
routed wos fleeing through the seas ond narrow strudts of the
Central Philippines,

At 0BI0 n atrike of six Cighters corrylng A0 pounds SAPS
wog levnched te attoch o Jop cruiser oad deetroyer flueing smth
‘of Masbote. The planes aeorad prabadlo hits on . Kuma clogs
erulser-- 1t Inter wos reportod thet 1t sank--end sank the deetroyer
with repected sirafing cttacke. In this end provieces atrecks tho
sengamon pllets rere met by intense entl-oivercft fire, yet Lthey
rode run cfter ran uuwarering., Practienlly all the plenes were
hit by llek, ‘

Enemy alr attocks over tlhe Loyte sres on the zBth wero light,
Two Snngemom pllots, lying conmbat cirv potral, reperted only onc
emtll group of nine Jep plenes. They shot twe of thcue doym,

But tho mernings chcering news tos nffeet shortly after noon.
At 1215, six to ecight encmy plencs wire reported by the Copbat
Inforgation Center to be comlng in from the morth 48 miles cwey.
Whou the raid closed to 25 miles it split inte throe Eroupa. One
group, three plencs In €11, was intercepted tnd destroycd by the
combet rir potrol, Tho ethor two grouns, (pperently howvirg
disaprecred, eluded the fighters end crma in sithaut showing on
tho roder sercen. At lost they were arottcd througsh the binoculers
in the cltestretus clewds high overhesd. There < caerontly wore
foewr plenes, meonevering and inging over us thoy propared to
comp dewm, :

411 ships opened flre, Ono plere erashed into the wrtaor Just
miseing the Petref Bsy. Two of them fled, Bub the lest one hit
hama.  Bown ho fleshéd through heavy flek, it first ho Lppeorod
o hove chosen the Scnguman for his suicldal ehjoetive, But et
5,000 foct, whether detcrrod by the ship's fierco fira or seeing
a betier torgat in the Suvconeels plones porkod ferverd, he
turncd out wid eireled tho Scngamon's stern, The heavy flck
berrego continned, but, somchovi, he etecpnd o fotnl hit, Up he
zoomed, then nosed ower end dove into the Suvannee, striking rnd
viplading on tho flight deock near the bose of the iglend.

& uge bell of orenge flime turst over the decky-engulfing the

bridge wnd 1l the perkod plenca. As this Mleme lecpsd ghyucrd

it gavo way Lo ¢ mess of billeoving whitc smoke, which urned bleelk
&g tho ohip bturned, The stricken corrier, out ol eontrol, suiung

in = wide turn ecress the drngomon's bov.  The Sungoren ermo hwerd
left to.cveld her, creesing in her vake. decttored over tho see
acre [Afty or sixty of the Suwennoo's tou cnd thw Sengomen stopped
‘her enginas leest thoss sedlars he erught in the tirirlity serchs.
Throo rrfta wnd two lifo nuts wore dropped in tho sulmmers helmw.

The Suwennea greducdly cemd to o stop 4n her slow Llind turn,
L grost pillar ol Atgke mounted inte the vlv hwxireds
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of "fact zbove hor. Flames erackied ond billewed from

twr sides and £1ipght deck, Vhills othor carricrs of tho Cormnt=
ion mumuevered in wide ares arcond tholr wowiled gieter, the
destroyer gacort Coglbourh apd tho destraoysr Trathen rescusd
porgamnal frem the waktor,

Uneo orain the 3ucannco chowod sho wa3l o esuragoeus, Tug- .

ged enrricr, . In just 4B mtontes after she woa hit, all firez wore -

conbirolled, At 1430 she rejoilned the formation, mnkiry full specd,
As anm operating corricr, howavor, sho wna ovt, The Jup pulofder
hod beon for teo doasrective. Heor plemes, sone of which were
attempting to lomd ot the time of the attock, lanmicd chonrd othor

. carricrs,  Many of her injured vere transferred t¢é the Sanromon,
Lots thet night the Suwammee loft the tesk unit for Kossol Roads,

L Tho nuxt two deys proved anti-¢limatic btut they still wereo

_ tryinr .once for the Sengamon. Tha stroln of ecnstont virilenes
and lack of aleep bogan to tell on tho erev, Enemy plines, mostly
snoeperg, contlnued to appesr on tho rador 2ercecn, The ship went
to pgouweral guarters repoatedly even after the crulssrs Phoendx ool
Shranshirc and Trur deostroyors arrdved to leod theolr guz o thoe
formatloa's dcfenac, One Zeko appreooched ead was shot down noarby.
A July, very high, erosscd tho dispositicon and drew flro from mony
shipa. .

N2 longor nooded, tho Santoo laft for Morua nftor having
cpurited almert two days sloeo toking hor tarncedo hit ppd snloddor,

The mnatloes Rowell ocogmpuanlod hor baak, Memmihidle, the Chenango, .

Sazidow Bay ond cecoarts returned {rom their lone minaicn to Horotal
for roplocement plehes and refolued tho untt,

- Ho moro WamiMnzo plenos ottcekoed durins the renalnder of the
oparationy Bub the vivid pieturcs of thelr sercoming, torrifylre
Mves were ttonpod indelibly in the minds of the crow, The sudcl-
" dora hod not proved effoetive in stomming tho lnvesloon of tho
Fhilippines but thoy hod wroated a ncw problem of war,

Admirel Spragus tho hod witnossed their dives from the
Sanpamon’s flog bridze eptly doscribcd them ns "rebhot bombs with

humon minde®, Captair J, M, (Kit) Carsan, Spraguc!a Chicf of Steff,

ol o vobeoran of nany kinds of Jap attackes; deacribed the suleddo
pluonrcs &8s “tho noat terrifylng typa of offcnso I havo ovor soon,"

So when orders to leswe tho Leyte arce finally arrlved on the
29th a fodling of rellsf and Suhilation swepth through the ahipls
EopINY. . They had wndcrgone o rough cxporicice cnd they
knew thelr jobs had bezn woell done, The o erows atuck to thelr
statlons thoouph gpoomingly ondlees porioda of firo. The flight
dock and coatapult erews pushod ond steutly werked oven while undor
ottonek,  Officore omd mon hoth obove And below Aaclk hanclud their
‘Jobs witheut faltering, yot kmowing doath hovercd 1w the poes nooThy
and in the sklos cverhond,

The chip hod lounched 473 sertiaoe in 15 doys undor hesordous
conditlong=-storms, night oporaticns, owomy citocks, Yot no
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rijor cecident, not oven & barrlcr erash cceurrod,

Cormerdations werw an old thint to the Senqumon, But when
cho rocelved them thia tinmc sha folt they wore well Justified,

pdmiral Kindeld's messogoe:

WG for idm, Sprams ¥ Tha gellant nction of
ths groups wnier your cowmand swved the dey
In Leyto pulf x Sou moy be sure I om proud and

sroatafut,
' Kinknid,

Rindirel Ninitz snid:

GinCPoc joina Con7th Fleet in respoet and
~aamiration Ter the perlorbonce of the oscort
eorplers In thelr gellont fichd agodnst hwovy
oods,

The reagarc from the ship’s own Admiral Sproqsuo was mest
valucd, He salds

To the efficcrs and mon of the cecort corrlern and te -

to the next of kin of thes: who wers leab x This tosk proup
hos participataed in one of the decdaive batklos of this

wor x¥ The slreraft of these earricrs have not only mob

znt defeetod eocmy abteels in the oir but they hove turnod
Enchk o larpe epeery fleot compozed of his most modern ships x
Tho Inblrcpdd eourage, skill anl} Cighting =eirlt of the
pilots and edr arowmen woere suport x Hover have fl-hting mon
hed o preonter togk ord govor hove Tdpehting noen performod
thelr duty with pgrooter determlnetion and distinetion x

Tho sommorliko hrndling of tho wossola x Thoe prillinnt

of fensivo mad dufonaive work of tho s<orgon x Fhe geal -
pesurasy of the gunnors x Tho gustalned end inperturable
handiing of planvas on dogk x Tho onln sln-loencaa of pur-
pese ol tho rearmlny ‘and gasoline details x The sroupt

cod efflelent aotion ol the domnyra gontrel pavtlea ond
enpineors x A1l contrituted toe turnine the tids of battle

ta wiectory x Lizafnat suell teommork the cnermy could not
provail x I am prewd to hove boon privileped to be presont
and obsarvy your echlovomonts x May God Pleess overyome of
you oand mey the eitizenas af your country l'orovor tumembor
end b thankful for your courige x To the mothers, futhurs,
slsters and brothars, vives anl sons and daurhters of thoae
who wern lost I say be comforted and inspirad 4dn Lhe

thought thet the wiletery Tor whkiel, these menh eontributed

go frooely nnd courarsously peve their lives haz eonbributed
Immoneurarly te tho Tinegd dafest of the onany,

T, L, SJprapun,
Noor Admiraoi, U,3, Nowy,

In communlestion talk MGCG-Mossage;tintPac-Commander-1n-Chiof, U5,

Faelfic Flowt & Foclfia Ocuon Aroad;ConTth-Gormendar 7t Floot wnd
thy xTs equals porioda,
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Departlne fram Loybo Cwlf orea on DEteber 29; the
Sanganpn steamod inte Mamus four doys later, She remalned
there until Navember 2, Then she beran her lonpp and much

deloyocd voyage homo.

Tho Songamen £inelly arrlved at Bromerton, Vashlngton,
ard there were leoves nmd reerection for the crom, repolra apd
alteratlons for the shlp, In some waoys, those ADG days ot sea
had rendercd tho carricr obaeloto. Both at Loybe and in thoe
Moriznnas her planos had to pock away with Sf-caliber puns
whilo athcyr garricrs eant ocut roerket-oquipped airercfi, Tho
helploapncss of oxelusiva rolienco on tho eld type air soarch
rodar was pntont at Leyto, A year-long serics of fadlurca on
tho Senctmen and hor sistere polnted up the noed for edditlonal
cotapulta, Ourlng the Hovy Yord ovailaobillty perlod from
Novepher 30 to Jonunry 24, werkmen remedicd thesa defizicnecs,

‘They installod o rocket stowsze spoce and a sccond estapult, A

new~typo rodar sins ineluded in the rodesipnod Combrt Informntion

" Center, In oddition, there were installod throeo new 40 nlllinctor
. mounts, a Lomb clevator, li-hts fox niﬁht Mirat Dpcrwtlnne and

edditionel fire fighting cquipment,

Tho cruisec back imto the Paclfis war wes lolsurely hut
hirhly importcont, From Jaonumry 247 te Jonuery 30 tho ship eon-
ducted posteropalr triols in Purot Sound, Then she stoamed dovn
to Sun Fronclaeos, arrdwing Februory 1., Durdns tho shert trip
heavy seagy Inflicted conslderabile damoepe to the forerd oroso
of the slilp ond difffcultice orose with tho part malo turbine,
Thia neccssitntod a 10-day ropair perded ot the Alemcdn eurrler

rior,

At Alonods o now ¢tnmanding cffinér, Captnin A, I, Mnlstrem,
roported ahoard, rolicving Captaln Browdor.
L4 LU .
From Fobrunry, 16 to Moroh 8 the ahip apont ite timo in
and noar Poard Horbor, tralning tho new edr group, CVEA23,
Thon on Moroh 5 sha doparted fer tho forwacd beitle crone in compony

‘with tho battleship Merylund and four esecorts,

The dopertura norked the bepinolne of a new and rurpod
sdventuro, Tho Sanganon arrived at Ul4tht March 16, %Thoro sha
lFound meny shlps gathering and prepoving for tho invosion of
Okinaso~the final gasavlt on the seelnnes to Tolye. Tho Sanromon
was osalpned te Tosk Undit 52.1,1 ander Tecr AAnleul C,4,F, Sprupuc,
The wilt was ono of two oscort carrler growps to-be onpaged in tho
initicl attaock, '

The approech to Okinawa was olmost without ineident, The
Sangoments plones flew routine flights over the wiacnbled forses
orl, 1n additien, her new night fightors wont cut on dusk and
dawn patrols, The Sonpomon's nipht Cightor undt oo tho first ta
be pat obeard nn oscort carricr, On the 24th a nizht fighter
coming in for a landing, fit tha Fenshaw Rey's YE ontounce, high
on the 1island, end srashed into the see, The pllot wna not

‘Togovorod dnapito & thorowrh eenrch,

LS

Aetuad oporatieons arpund Okinawa boran on March 25,‘snfpn
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.. routlne patrcla, lounch snpport mimsicns to aid the forers ground

_carvied oub n night jnterception. The Val waa plckod up shortly

&

. ' | -;1{:?1

drayacprior to the invoalon date, During the scevon-day poriod the o i

Sanganmen  operatod 57 piles south of Okinawva, providing support 5
for eetivities plesc to the bench, On April l--Love Doy--she i
left Adnirn) Spraque’s undt and joiued th2 othor carrders of -
her division to Corm Tﬂuk Unlt 52,1.7 wyicr Rear Adnirel Wllion ' ' ﬂ
I, Sompla, . : 4

Fron April 1 to April B, sla comtinnod to fly off her -

the boseh ond moiutein o nicht cenbat air patrol untdl 2115,

On March 26, o Sangooon picht Tighter shob dovm a Wal 4n o
radarvnontrolled intercophicn, Tiis was the first tice in Navy
hiastory o night fipghtor flown Trom an oscort carvicr sueecssfully

beforo davm somo 40 miles avey. G.T,0, wvociored eant a-night fightar
to intocraept, Shertly the night fichter sighled the nnemy plane
on hls radax, elosed in and shot it dovn in flares,

On April 2, twa night ernghes oenurred, At 2100 a Tiphtar
nttemptinp & lanﬂlng broke through nll barriers and crashed loto
the planes parked fomwnrd. AT 2200 o soceond plofe repeatod tha
perfermones, The croshoa dsnaged oicht planws beyond repsir nod _ A
put the boerrlors out of cammiselon until noon the next dey. Thoro '
was no fire and no injuries, however, -

Hoermhile, the Japs were bepinning to airike back in foreo e

Thn islunﬂa became what the oir groop ealled “our baby.!
Sineo other carricra of the division took over the routine
potrole, every [light from the Jangancn to Zokishina vas eithcr ' 64
a strike or o target combat aly petrol. ft eonsitiutnd a
rigorous Job te koep the Japs groundsd. Tho Scnzanon [lanes
had to kvep hitting the tarpet all day ond nost of ~the nitht, Yot
the Jops doggoedly stuck te repalrin; their battersd ficlda ord

ot . Okinewa, On Ap1dl 6 Jangamon fighicye e p&trnl ool Rerame {ﬁ;
Hetto entered the rpepernl melec of thn dﬂy ol shot down threo -
Jaop plenes, I
. _ :t
On April 8 the Sangemon and otlher ships of her undt moved i

to a new cporntion aren M) nilus gast of Saklshiint Gurto, Thise ] 1
group of islands ineluded tro---Ishigeks ond Kiyoie-~ on which ? iﬁ
the anomy hod airfields for lounching ottaclks apainst ehipping K
araund Okipnwn, Tt biceme thuy toak of tho Sawnmon’s unit te 3
Puap those fields inapcrutive, &
1

i

Installntiona,
£
Sovoral brosks occurrcd in the schedule, Uoothor elosed in ¥
cn tho terpote fer aovornl dara. Thers was anetlher duy of To- 3

Tuopling, tia more doye of support nlssiens for Qkinawa, anolhier

day ol re~orming and ro-provlaslonlny at Heroms liotta and two more - E
days of strikag cud patrole durlng the oceupatien of Io Shima, ’

Durlvg w1l thla timo, howovar, the eloceat ppnroasnh tho
onomy mado to the Samgimon's forimetlon wns durdne the mld-marnliy:
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of tho 12th, 7Two cncmy planss, elosine, appeorod on thic redor
sercon, They coma in deopndns MyindovH in the uzunl desoptlve
mannor of Jap plonos bent oo ntteek, G,I.0. yooteroed oub tho
conbat oir pztrol Gnd it shot down ono yrt wilivn sipht of tho
ghdp, The ethmr plane flod, A prrachutn was soon to drop fram
tha floning thrrt but when o dostroper reachai 1t no body was
found, Anothor deetroyer recovered the pilodis body fron tho

r

Cploneo's wraclnma,

In nbeut Md-dpell, Adniral Sampdo drnnaforred bhip fingg from
tho Sutannco to the Janpamen, Ho introduced o now achaedulo for
tho ship ot this timo, " The Sonpomon baeumc 6 niphteoporating
carrier nlrost exclirlvoly, Laorgs dawn and duak strdkes woero
lounched daily, Hoeklor nisefons wore kopd sver Ishipokl and
Miynko [lclds at nichh, '

iy plones notod eonsiderohle aetlivity oround these fielda
dosplto tho- continual hmoibinga and strafings. On who 18th and on
the 215t Jop plancs were algntad either in the oir or on the
rround, The Japs were nob "wrelting of M theore ficlds as uacless,
Apparently they hed undergronnd huengoTs or vwell-cimonflaped rovot-
nents and brought tholr ploncs ouk oniy for dusk and down flighta,

Tho Sonpamon reached 4% hiegh polnd of effectivencas during
tho Okfname eompaign on Aprdl 28, L doak striko of cipht fighters
onpd four torpocdo pionss wos Lovnchod ozalnst the Scklshioon group.
Thoy later werc joined over tlw torpot by four nignt fightera,

i3 the strike approached Miynako, it ‘ppotted o laymo group of
onchy planca—-poesibly 25 or 30 ewarning up oh Vobarn Flold., lHost
of thom seemed to bo twin-cnginod jobs, Jia tho Snmpeson plancs
bogan their ottnck. suwon Oscars mppesred overhoad at obout 14,000
foct,

Our pinnes proszed homo their attaeck on tha grounded eireraft
first, Doen they plunred. Bombs, rockeis emd 50-malibor nnchlno
gun firc tore ints the unomy plonos., Explosieons end flemos sprood
destruetlion among the aireraft anl Jap povsonnel, Then the fightcr
planca turned towarda tho seven Uscore overhead, —Io ihe cnsulng
fight five dsecers wero shot dowvn., Lateor four morc Odears wore
glzhtod wnd ehot down with the nid of tbke ncwly orrived divislon
of night fighters, Thua by destroying ehnt miet have heon d mojor
pertion of the encmy!s Sakishima niy foreo, Sengancn plones acconp=
liched in a alngle stroke the parpase for vhieh the fesk foreo had
konn sont thoyro,

Aftor this magter stroko, oporaticns sotilad {nkg a round of
noutraliedng atrikes wroipnat tho flclds watil Muy S the day the -
Songamon: stecamed ints Recama Rotto to roplondsh suppdicu,

Moy 4 wop the lnraast pinglo doy dn the Snopamonle lilatory,
Shortly before dam sho slippod inte Korama Hetto in eompany
with the destroyer Follam ul tho Avabroycer essork Donnds, Many
onety wlreraft in the nroa and gver nearby OWinows-forecd hor to
oourkl pancral quartora povaral timee during G diyrs Tho unnoery
departmont and C,I,0, romalnod 4n Ceandition T atarbine ot 88,




Fate deolt the carrlcr & body bleow lota in the dsy,
Hor depoarture wos Jeloped by the late avrrleal of some aviation -
lubrilcating oll, J#ad sho begun her return trdp on time, May 4
probibly would haove been just =nethar routine day,

At 1830 she finally pot undeymay, Low eunulus cloudas
and Tine light effcets provided on Ldeal zetting for an nnemy
attack,

Howdly hnd the ship socured her spoeinl sea datnll when
C.I.C, pleked up o lerge frewp of enomy nloned on pae of the
radars some S0 niles to the souwthmnatb, At about A0 niles the
othrr air-search rodor set eordiToned theat there were six ta
twrelve plancs, Shoatly thersaftor the Sangamon ard her twe
egcorts wont te moners) quarters and swung into an enti-aireraft

dlsposition,

Land-besad Ciphtors over Xorana Retto were vectored oub
to Interecpt and they tolly-lic*d thg enemy sone 20 miles -oway
from the shipe, According to subscquest reports they szhot domm
ning Japs in the ensulng eir bettle, Sone got oway, C

At 1902 n Tony wona siphted wisunlly fhree or four milog
of f the Sangonon' s port bew, ecireling fast to the loft,

The emrrler awung Into a hard left turn, both od avolding
nancuever ond an etteput te got 1nto the wind to launch her ovm
planes, Thon adl threo ships opened fiyve, The Speavas, a patrol

eraft neavby, also turned its guns on tho planc, The Jop soomed _

in o wilde are astorn of the csrrier, then siraightencd out on a
caursd paralleling the Sangomon’s. His speed was terrifie,
Smako begin gtreaming from the Tony es flek bogan to rip through
it, The Jap continued to head towards the earrier, his wings
olmnest vartiaal, -Tut cithor tho pilot was hit or tho plenciz
spced mas so great ho eguld pot quits nose inte the ship,

Hs erashed {nte the water sbout 25 feet off the starboard beam,
o eleze Aid he mome that the shipla transnittineg esutennae

ros corrdid owvay, . :

‘Threo men went over the aide but were reseucd loter
by ancther vesacl, (vha Spears pleked them up),

A8 the sun set the Socaromon completed its turn lnto the

wind wrd launched two night fiphters. The fiehtaTs woere voctarud

out irmediatily on an npbry contact pickud up by C,I.0,, 12
nilea to the southwest, MNothing ves girhted by the fightera
4l the eontuct disappearsd on the rodar scrcen at slx miles,

. Gun erows and loolouts contiruod tp scon the darkenine sky

nnxiously, Bolow doela, crdnongrnon ropdly complotod stoning
rockots, closed tho bomb clevator hatch cpudnst tho possthility
of monewed attack and hurried te thoir botile stoationa, 4All
other persennel elecored the Lengar deck,

At 19E5, twenty--twe minutos aftnr sunact, tho Fullnnm
ropoTted an cnermy radar contoct beoving 264 dorrocs truo, d4lg-
tonece 12 milos, Tho Sangomon'a radar pleked it np almoat
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o dnmcdlately and the twuo pitht Tithters werc aent out to inter=

cept,.  As ston from the bringe the tweo fighters disappoored
oto a dark clond 12 the west, A4t obout tho Bamo tino e twin
enrinod Jep plane wid sightod breaking oot of {the sano cloud
eovoer ohout three pdlen sway, N0 ocleclod Coecb Lowowds theg
ool of the formetion, RJ1 ehipa epencd five Got the pleng,

a Flelk, clvded tho cone of flal anr’l slivpod Into o dunsc black
cloud Aoyt 3000 oot aft, :

Guns warTo rﬂmclmd momontardly to rooriont for tho expeetad
nttaok, Cuinoro prored angioasly Jubo Lhe Mevkecod oky,. Thon
tlw mttack begen, The Niak plunﬁed out of the cloud, His spzod
inerossed a3 b {laghed dovmvord direstly ab the carricr, Flak
fron the Sadgnmon eod the Pollam astern rigped lvta the Mick,

Ho dddn't waver, loweling oub mepcntarily et gns point, ho
n8cedl aver again 7o o horo shallow siuleidal dive, Flok cone
timusd 4o Lito lotwe Lhe laace  Th flamed, Thon Lho Nlex way
pver the ahip., Tt dropped o berb lood sad ereahed throngh
the conter of $the [light deck.

A tremandous cxplnqLOn enuvﬁi. A 'hvga fleno burst gky-
ward, scoming to eover the entisc ur‘l‘p, Tha Tiro 26 -tan clevalors
weru LArLed Inbo L r.Lir by Lhe blest oad setded amy in thelr
farmey sgete, The sbip Liselfl el—.uclc'lcred ag thonga ottomptdnyr
o =bake of 2 o [ubrl Blow, For a ooment o 8ilemes sconad o
stbtle gvor the Sonpancn,  Thoen thoro wne caata, Fianes beeon
leaping fron the sbip. Fire bwekz ovt apeiy; jazes o the
flight and hangm- doeks, Hapiured steam ond water Jines bisacd
aml euebed, The raar and eracylo of oxwl~ding ammunitlon oddad
& torrific din to the fircy scome, The five rarmcd gonecadly
on the f1izht deek, on thw henpgar dock und < the fucl or madr
daek, A hoovy black amako.billewsd signmord

Tho ahd)y ool dte hit eb Y2223, Poldre enrmunicatdons
romalned iptnct for a £for minvten, lomy coonph 1o iy the ehip
an 4 gourase out of tho wind, Copiain Molanrom ordered cll
hoddg off tho bridpo oxcept tho navipotor, tho halmsron apd
the coptain®s prderly. {Coptain Mnlation, teo; rooainved on
the bridpo. As the firer grow clectrienl end telophono linaa
burped throush, so that by 1955 ol G{J]‘Uj?]nlf‘ﬂtj_ﬂd..s f1rom the
bridae were sevcrad,

Finnlly the ehilp stertcd o 2lew 214nd turn, 1t weos
apparent then thoat contrel botwoon the engine room—and the brildgoe
had becn eut, uhﬂrtly therootcor, hagover, the Sengomon stoadicd
On B anfe coarsc to YA¢ cauth ot slow smred 03 stoering control
wid ngsyned ot the casrnoncy steering unitu--{r!-:ﬂ,t- 1l--bock aft,

M 2055 tho bridge was atandoned ontiroly 2nd o ccmmand poat
esteblishod by Lhoe Captnin on the forwerd ond of tho flirht doock,

Flrc burncd acherelly ncw on the I1isht deck betucon tho
two clovators, throurhout the éntire hanpar deck vhere guantities
of ,50 caliber, 20 pllllmetor ond 47 -nillinctér awwmnttlon
contipuped to oxplada, in tho cotunlis, on tho jrun sronsons ond
on parts of the noin duck,
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Tha Sansamon 1iterally wos divided dvbo too soparnto
undte Ly tho flomes. The thick w2rl of fire through the pid-
fle of the cerrier provented thess on the Coroord poert Trom
knowing Just wizat oos happonior in the alter parlb, and vle
ycren,

A8 in ony eataztrophe 4nwolving hundreda of men, there

. werTo rountless ineidernis trar night that never will be recorded,

Thero wera horoic decds, =one knotn, sone wnsung. Thore was
death omd terrible padng Theoo sws quick thiinking ond Inevtia,
Thoro eVon 0E fong AUTT, :

VHth the ship diviacd Ly flumes ond communiontione asversd

oontral 1ood eenbrol was dmpasaiblo, ERomiflicaticn from tho
anicide hit end Tlyo were many. &L]l sorts cf' problens developod
in 01l scctions of the skip wnd mon in earh scction veed the
menng bost ot hond te golve tihogp,

Firo Mighting groups ofton woro drlven bock by scolding
nater, explodinp ammgntiilion. fire oand dense saole, Bubl thoy
rune an, Mony thinge sort on simmlioncously, Doctors and
phnrmnciﬂia mates triated the wvoynded and buened, Broaks in
firo meind woro isolated, Sticonm wog zocvrcd on rupiared esuxil-
lory 1lnos, A throce ond one-hzl? doproo 1ist wae sarrected,
Subnpersible perpa ond hendy billios were rigpod, Nrckon rlscrs
wora lonoted ezd sooured, :

Baerle nft oo the flipht deck ren mialied ooburned and
partly Yurned plancs over the alde boforo they becamo enveloped
in fiaman,

doyorol ships came olongaido ot groeab risk to nid In
fighting the flre, LOI 61 fouzhi tiw hopgar deel £ire from
tha port sldea, LOT 31, ottempidup the camo, sulfercd oxienalve
domaro to her superatructurs whon soo epllided with the Seupaman,
Tha destroyer Mudeon, athempting to pat clesa t6 the storbonrd
8ido, aloo eufferod dumnm., Tn odddflon, o turning plane bum-
bled from tho -3enpomon’s Tligbt deck onfo tho Huﬂ,‘nlw ﬂepth
ohargse, Tho plano wns Jottiscoed without the depth chorpe
exploding,

. By 2200 all najor flres varo ndor cunﬁrol, L hovr or
Bn loter scottered f3res in such places as tho phote laboratery,
the €,I1,6. transmitter room an? the helbfory lacker ractically

cwero put, At 2320 the corris T, vith tho Dopnis ond Fullon in

ecroandng stations, [ot unduraly &t 12 mots. Tho Sengomon

‘£t111 wnp afloat ond capohlo of wﬂkinr spoud but £i1o ood o
"ploslens had ahattorsd hor veefwlnoss Lor monthsy 4o come. 8he

had only ono plene loft ond thot as bwdly demapod,.  Hor fiight
dock wna a oharrod muop of twlmted wood snd ntocl, - The hoaypar
deck was oven worse, Kor ptecl sidey were riddled and torn,
She woe Just o shkeleton cnrrler,

Shortly after drvn tho noxt mormilng sho rofoinnd hor tnsk
unit. Thero riding gracofully in fernation sho oo o ow 103
nleso GVE, the Nloek Islund, whlch b joined tho unlt tho day

A handy bilite 18 e portubla pump,




beforc, The Saneamen eruized with the dlapasition all dmey,

4t sunget she left on the first lep of o long journey that wnp
to bring her te tne Horlolk HNuvy Yerd in Virginia on June 12,

: . Az she headed oul into tha dusk of cvening--a battisred,
bl nckened, rlame-lcss coirlur---there werd many rboard whe plenzcd
back st the slesk 105 c¢lass CVE that hod rocplaced her, Tho

worte went unspoken but theee theoughta evolved:

The Sanganon was out of the wors Torevor.  She hed fourht
a good fipht--a tugged fight--dron Casablanca to Okinawa, Mow
s&he hed boen roplaged by the Navyis newast nest mednyn GVE.
Hoer war corcer wos anded,  Tler job was dene,

The Quoen of the CVEs, at leng last, lheeded homewerd
tovarda posccful waters and a peaccful TeTlde s, scatsynens

g e - ——



