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dxga-prior to the jnvasion date, During the sevon~day perioed tho
Sangemon operated 50 niles south of Okinawa, providing support
for actirities close to the beach, On April l--Love Day--she
lcft Adniral Spraguc's unit and joined the other carricrs of

her division to form Task Unit 52,1.3 under Rear Admiral Willianm
D, Sample,

Fron April 1 to April 8, sho continucd to fly off her
routine patrols, leunch support missicns to aid the forces around
the beach and maintain a night combat air petrol until 2115,

On March 26, o Sangamon nicht fighter shot dovm a Val in a
rodar--controlled interception. This was the first time in Navy
history a nizht fighter flovm from an escort carrier successfully
carried out o night interception, The Val was pickoed up shortly
before dawn some 4O miles away, C.L.C. vectored out e night fighter
to intercept, Shortly the night fishter sighted the eneny planc

on his radar, closed in and shot it down in flamcs,

On April 2, two night crashes ocrurred, At 2100 a fighter
attempting o landing broke through all barriers and crashed into
the plancs parked forward, 4t 2200 a sccond plane repeatcd the
performance, The crashes damaged eipht planes beyond repair and
put the barriers out of cormission until noon the next day., There
was no fire and no injuries, however,

Moanwhile, the Japs werc beginning to sirike back in force
at -Okinawa, On April 6 Sangemon fisghters on patrol over Kerama
Retto entered the general mclec of the day and shot cown three
Jap planes,

On April 8 the Sangamon and other ships of her unit moved
to a new opcration arca 70 milcs east of Sakishima Gunto, This
group of islands included two---Ishigake and HMiyaio-- on which
the enemy had airficlds for launching attacks apainst shipping
oround Okinawa, It bacamc the task of the Sangamon's unit to
kcop those fields inoperative,

The islands becamc what the air group called "our baby,"
Since othcr carricrs of the division took over the routine
patrols, every flight from the Sanpamon to Salkishima was cither
a strike or a targct combat air petrol. It consitiuted a
rigorous job to keep thec Japs grounded, The Sznsemon planes
had to kecp hitting the tarpget all day ond most of the night. Yet
the Japs doggedly stuck to rcpairing their battered fieclds and
installations,

Sovoral breaks occurrod in the schedule, Uoather closcd in
on tho tarpgots for scvoral days. There was unother day of ro-

.fuoling, two more days of support missions for Oidnewa, anothor

day of re-arming and re-provisioninz at Kerama Rotto and two more
days of strikecs and patrols during the occupation of Ie Shima,

During all this timo, howevar, tho closcst approach tho
onomy mede to tho Sangamon's formation was durlng tho mid=-nmorning
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of tho 12th. Two enemy plancs, closing, appeared on the redar
screcn, They camo in drovoping "window" in tho usvel deceptive
manncr of Jap plancs bent cn attoack, 0C,I1.C. vectored out the
combat cir potrol and i1t shot down one ilyrt within sight of the
ship, Thc other planc fled. A perachube was scen to drop from
tho flaning Myrt but when a destroyer reachad it no body was
found, Another destroyer recovered the pilotis body from the
planc!s wrockana,

In about Midedpeil, Adnirol Samplo teannfoerred hio flog from
the Suwannce to the Sanpomon, He introduccd a now schedulo for
the ship ot this time., Tho Sanpamon bocumo a nipght-operating
carrier almost exclusivoly, Large dawn and duvsk strikes wero
lounched dailsy, Heockler missions wero kept cver Ishigeki and
Miynko flelds at night,

Our plaonos noted considerable activity around these fields
deospite the continual bombings and strafings, On thoe 18th and on
the 21lst Jap plancs were sighied either in the air or on the
ground, The Japs were not "writing off" those ficlds as uscless,
Apparently thoy had underpground hengavs or well-camouflapged revet-
ments and brought their plancs out only for dusk and dawn flights.
The Sangamon reached its high point of effectiveness during
tho Okinawa campaign on April 22. A dusk strile of cight fighters
end four torpecde plenss wes lLaunched spainst the Sckishime group.
Thoy leter werc joined over the tergot by four nignt fighters,

As the strike approached Miyako, it spotted a large group of
oeneny plancs--possibly 25 or 30--warming up on Nobara Field, UMost
of them scemed to be twin-cngined jobs, d4s the Sanpgamon plancs
bogan their attack, seven Oscars appcared overhead at ebout 14,000
feet,

Our planes pressed home their attack on the grounded aircraft
first. Down they plunged. Bombs, rockets and 50-salibor machine
gun firec tore into the cnomy planss. Explosions and flenmcs sproad
destruction among the aireraft oni Jap personncl, Then the fighter
planes turned tovarda tho sceven Osears overhcad. In the ensuing
fight five Oscars wcre shot dovm, Latcr four more Oscars wore
sighted and shot dowm with thc aid of tho newly arrived division
of night fighters, Thus by destroying whet must have been 2 major
portion of thc cnemy's Sakishima eir foree, Scnganmon planes accomp-
lished in a singlc stroke the purpose for which thc task force had
bocn sent thoro,

After this master stroke, opcrations scttled into a round of
noutralizing strikes apeinst the ficlds until Muy Z4---tho day the
Sangamon steamed into Kewama Rotto to roplonish supplivs,

May 4 was the larmest sinple doy in thoe Sungameon's history,

Shortly before dawn sho slipped intec Kerama Retto in company
with the destroyer Fullam and tho dustroyer vscort Dennis, Many
oneny aircraft in the area and over ncarby Okinawa forecd her to
sound ranaral anartoara aavarnl timea dardne Pho Ao Tha mmnamr
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Fate dealt the carricr a body blow late in the day,
Her departure was delayed by the lete arrival of some aviation .
lubricating oll, Ilad she begun her return trip on time, May 4
probably would have been just ancther routine day,

At 1830 she finally got underway, Low curmlus clouds
and fine light effects provided an ideal setiing for an cnemy
attack,

Hardly had the ship socurcd hor speeiel soa detall when
C.I,C, picked up a lerge proup of enomy planes on one of the
radars sonc 60 niles to thc southwest, At about 40 miles the
other air-search radar set econfirmed that there were six to
tweclve planss, Shortly thercafter the Sangamon and her two
escorts went to general quarters and swung into an anti-aircraft
disposition, '

Land--based fighters over Kerama Retto were vectored out
to intercept and they tally-ho*d the enemy some 20 miles away
from the ships, According to subscquest reports they shot down
nino Japs in the ensuing air battlc. Some got away,

At 1902 o Tony was sighted visually three or four miles
off the Sangamon's port bow, circling fast to the left,

The carrier swung into a hard left turn, both an avoiding
nancuver ond an attempt to get into the wind to launch her own
plancs, Then all thrce ships opeacd fire, The Spears, a patrol
craft ncarby, also turned its guns on the planc, The Jap zoomed
in a wide arc astern of the carrier, then straightencd out on a
course parolleling the Sangamon®s, Hils spced was terrific,
Smoke began strcaming from the Tony as flak began to rip through
it. The Jap continued to head towards the carrier, his wings
alnost voertical, -But cither the pilot was hit or tho plancis
spced was so great he could rot guite nose into the ship,

He crashed jinto the water ebout 25 feet off the starboard bean,
So close did hc come that the ship's transmitting ontonnae
was carricd away, LB

Three men went over the side but were reoscucd later

by another veesol, (The Spears picked them up),

As the sun set the Sangamon completed its turn into the
wind ond launched two nizht fighters, The fighters were vectored
out immediately on an cnemy contaet picked up by C.I.0,, 12
niles to thz southwest, Nothing wes sighted by the fighters
end the contact disoppeared on the radar sereen at six niles,

Gun crows and lookouts contirued to scan the darkening sky
anxiously, Below docks, ordnanccmen repidly comploted stowing
rockets, closed tho bomb olcvator hutch against the possibility
of rcncwed attack and hurried to their battle stations. All
other personnel clecared the hangar deck,

At 1925, twenty-~two minutes after sunset, the Fullam
reported an cnemy rader contact bearing 264 deprees truo, dis-
tance 12 miles. Tho Sanramon®s rador niekod it un almaat
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immediately and the two nizht fichters werc sent out to inteor-
cept, As scen from tho bridge the two £ _zhters disappcared
into a dark clond ia the wcct At gbout the same tine a twin
cengined Jap planc was sighted broaking ovt of the same cloud
cover ebout threo rilles pway, Ho elreled fost towards the
rcar of the formation, AMAlL ships opened fire but the pleno,

e Nick, cluded tho cone of flek and slippod into a dersc black
cloud about 3000 fcot eaft,

Guns woro checked momontarily to roorient for tho expected
attack, Gunners puercd anxiously into the derkenod sky, Then
the ettack began, The Nisk plunged out of the clowd, His speod
inercased as hs flashed downwerd diroctly at the carricr, Flak
fron the Sangamon end the Fullam astern rivped into the Nick,

He didn't waver, Leveling out mementarily at onc point, he
nosed ovcr again into a more shallow suleidal dive, Fleak con-
tinued to blte into the plane, It flamcd, Then tho Nick was
ovor the ship. It dropped a borb load and crashed throush

the center of the flight deck,

A tromendous cxplosion cnsuved. A huge flemc burst sky-
ward, sccming to eover the cn*ire ship, The two 26-ton clevators
were 1ifted dinto the air by the blast and scttled asry in thelr
former scete, The ship hLJolf choddered as though attempting
to shakc off a fatal blow, For a momcnt a silcnee scemzd to
scttlc over the Sangamon, Then there was chaos, Filames began
leaping from the siwip. Fire broke out amoug plaucs on the
flight and hangar docks, Rupturcd steam and water Jincs hissed
and gushed, The roar and cracrle of oxplceding ammunitlon added
a terrifiec din to the fircy scenc. The firc ragced gonerally
on the flizht deck, on thc honpar deck and on the fucl or main
deck, A hoavy black smok%o.billowed slgrword,

Tho ship took -1ts hit at *192?, Rrid-e communications
romaincd intnct for a few minutes, longz cnough to put the ship
on a course out of the wind, Captain Malstrom ordered ol
hands off tho bridgo oxccpt tho navipator, tho helmsman and
the ceptain®s orderly. Captain Malstrom, too; remained on
the bridge, As the fires grew cleetrical and telophone lines
burned through, so that by 1955 all COWﬂ“an“bloﬂs from the
tridge were severed,

Finally the ship storted o slow tlind turn. It was
apparent then that control betwcen the engine room™and the bridge
had been cut, Shortly thercafter, however, the Sengamon stcadied
on a safe coursc to thc south at slow Sﬁupﬂ as steering control
was assuncd ot the emergency stecring unit--Balt II--back aft,
At 2025 the bridge was abandoned entirely cond a cornmand post
esta blishcd by thc Captain on the forwuwrd ond of the flirht deock,

Firc burned genorally new on the flight deck betweon tho
two clevators, throushout the entirc hanger deck where quantities
of ,50 ealiber, 20 millimeter and /2" millimcter ammunition
econtinucd to explode, in the cotwalks, on the un sponsons and
ov parts of the muain douck,
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The Sanzamon literally was divicded iunto two separate i
.unlts by tho flames., The thick wall of fire through the mid-
dle of the carrier prevented those on the forward part from
knowing just what was happening in the efter part, oand vice
versa, '

As in any catasirophe involving hundreds of men, there

. werc countless incidents that night that never will be recorded.
There were heroie deeds, somc knovm, some unsung, Therc was
death and teorrible pain, Therc was quick thinking and inertia,
There even wos some huror,

. Vith the ship divided by flames and communications severed
eccntralized control was impossible, Ramifilecation from the
suicide hit and fire werc many, All sorts cf problens dcvoloped
in all scctions of the ship ond men in cach scction uvsed the
mcans best at hand to solve tliem,

Fire fighting groups often wore driven back by scalding
water, exploding ammunition, firec and dense smole, Butb they
hung on, Many things went on simulbonsously. Doctors and
pharmacists mates treated the wounded and busned, Breaks in
fire mainsg werc isolated, Steam was scecured on rupiured ouxil-
lary lincs., A threce end one~h2lf degrco list was corrccted,
Submersible punps and handy billies were rigged., DBroken riscrs
were located and sceured,

Back aft on the flight deeck men pushed u-burned and
partly burned planes over the slde beforc they becamo enveloped
in flames., .

Several ships came alongsido at great risk to aid in
fighting the fire, LCI &1 fousht the henpar decl: fire from
the port side, LCT 31, attempting the same, suffercd extensive
damaze to her supcrstructure whon she collided with the Sangamon,
The destroycr Hudson, attcmpting to get close to the sterboard
sldo, also suffcrod damage, In aeddition; e burning plane tum=
bled from tho Senpamon!s flight deck onto the Hudsonls depth
charges, Tho plane was jettiscned without the depth charges
exploding.

By 2200 a1l major firecs werc under control, An hovr or
8o later scattered fires in such places as tho photo laboratory,
the C,I,C, transmitter room and the battery locker practically
were out, At 2320 the cerricr, with tho Domnis and Fullan in
scroening stations, pot underway ot 12 lmots. The Sangemon
'still wes aflont and capable of making specd but fire and ex-:
plosions had shattered her uscfulness for months to come, She
had only onc pleno left and that was badly damagod, Her flight
dock waa a charred muss of twlstoed wood and stocl, - Tho hangt
dock was oven worso, Hor stcol sides were riddled and torn,
She was just a skoloton carricer,

Shortly after dawn tho noxt morning sho rojoinod hor task
unit, There riding gracofully in fernmation she sww a now 105
clags CVE, tho Block Island, which hal joined tho unit tho day
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before, The Sangamon cruised with the disposition all day,
At sunset she lcft on the first lap of a long Journey that was
to bring her to the Norfolk Navy Yoard in Virginia on Junc 12,

As she hecaded out into the dusk of evening--a battered,
blackened, rlane-less carrier---there were many aboard who glanced
back at the sleck 105 class CVE that had replaced her, The
words went unspoken but these thoughts evolved:

The Sanganon was out of the wars forever. She had fought
a good firht--a rugged fight--fron Casablanca to Okinawa, Now
she had been replaced by the Navyis newest most modern CVE.
Her war carcer was ended, Her job was done,

The Quecen of the CVEs, at long last, headed homeward
towards pecaceful waters and a peaceful Worldcoeecscosevonss




