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POWER DEFEATS REASON
The possession of an obedient

majority and the use of the closure
have enabled the Government to force
the Bank of New Zealand Bill through
the House of Representatives, and In
a few days an institution which has
served the Dominion faithfully and
well in good times and bad. will come
under the complete control of the
State. This fundamental change in the
economy of the country has been
brought about without one valid argu-
ment being advanced in favour of the
Government's high-handed and arbi-
trary action and without any satis-
factory answer being given to the
strong case made out against it. At
no stage have members of the govern-
ment shown the necessity for taking
over the bank. There has been a
complete failure to reconcile the
numerous statements made by Mr.
Nash that the bank, together with the
other trading banks, has given excel-
lent service to the Dominion and has
at all times observed' the soundest
banking principles, with claims that
the acquisition of the bank is necessary
to enable the Government to give full
effect to its policy. The Minister of
Finance has given assurances that,
under State control, the general
administration of the bank will not be
altered and that the same principles of
sound banking practice will be
observed. If this is so, and if the
bank, under private ownership, has
served the country with the efficiency
and sense of responsibility to which
Mr. Nash has paid frequent tribute,
why is it necessary to transfer the
institution to the ownership of the
State? There has been no convincing
answer to that question. Nor, in view
of what has happened within the
Labour Party in recent months and
what has been said in Parliament in
the last few days can the assurances
that sound banking principles will be
observed be accepted with full con-
fidence that they can be maintained.
Mr. Nash has already been forced to
change his mind. What guarantee can.
there be that those who have dictated
the change will not, once they are in
possession of the bank, dictate also an
alteration in the policy which Mi\ Nash
wishes to pursue? The possibility—one
could say, the practical certainty—of
such action by the monetary extremists
of the •Labour Party is clear to all
observers. ' "Government speakers have com-
pletely failed to give a satisfactory
answer to one of the strongest argu-
ments advanced against the measure—
the very real danger that, under
political control, the bank will be
subjected to all sorts of pressure which
a privately-owned bank, is able to
resist. Until recently Mr. Nash was
one of the strongest witnesses in the
case for retaining what he has called
"the valuable bulwark" provided by
the trading banks. On one occasion,
when arguing against the move which
he is now sponsoring with at least a
show of enthusiasm, the Minister used
these words: "It seems to me that this
is infinitely better than the State
owning the bank—and particulai-ly
when it comes to the trouble of decid-
ing whether 'Bill Jones' is to have an
overdraft of £500 oi* 'Tom Johnson' an
overdraft of £5000, and the question
is determined by somebody who can-
not be approached through the
Minister." If this was sound a few
months ago—and obviously it was
eminently sound—why has it now lost
its force? It is ■ for Mr. Nash to
explain, and so far he has failed to do
so.

Another major objection to the
acquisition of the bank is the inflation-
ary effect the transaction will have at
a time when the economy of the
country .is already subjected to danger-
ous pressure. To claim, as Mr. Nash
has claimed, that the Government's
action in offering tax-free non-trans-
ferable stock to shareholders will avoid
inflation is merely to beg the question.
If such a claim proves anything, it
proves beyond all question the wholly
unfair nature of the Government's
offer and emphasises the fact that
shareholders are being coerced into
accepting a price for their holdings
which is below their real value. The
Government's terms, and its method of
enforcing them, introduced a departure
from the principles that have in the
past applied to transactions between
the State and a section «f the people.
The Government has arbitrarily fixed
jthe price to be paid for the shares at a
figure which does not represent then-
true value and has refused every
request that the matter should be
referred to an independent, tribunal.
This question does not merely concern
shareholders in the bank. It is of vital
concern to everybody who owns pro-
perty of any kind. By its arbitrary
action the Government has established
a precedent which must be viewed
with the greatest misgivings by all
those who, in the past, have pinned
their faith on fair dealing. It js not
fair for one party to a transaction to
be sole judge of its equity.

The Government's attitude towards
New Zealand shareholders is disturb-
ing, but an even more serious view
must be taken of the extraordinary
statements made by Mr. Nash when
he was questioned about the procedure
to be followed in purchasing shares on
overseas registers. When the Leader
of the Opposition asked what would
happen if overseas shareholders would
riot sell, the Minister said: "It might
be that dividends would not be so
high." And he added, when Mr.
Holland repeated his question, that
there would not be any coercion "in
the ordinary way." In the purchase
of shares registered in Sydney,
Melbourne, and London a fair price
would be offered, based on the latest
market quotations. Mr. Poison then
interjected: "If they don't accept your
fair price, you will cut dividends?" To
this Mr. Nash replied that dividends
would be just and fair, according to
the profit earned by the bank. The
Minister's statements, notwithstanding
denial of coercive intentions, cannot be
interpreted as anything but a covert
threat in order to "persuade" overseas
shareholders to accept a Govern-
ment offer. Those shareholders who
exercise the rights that should pro-
perly belong to all owners of property
and refuse to accept the terms arbi-
trarily fixed by the Minister will
apparently suffer the penalty of such
reduced dividends that they will be
glad to unload at the Government's
price. This'is but another example—
and a particularly bad example—of the
Government's disregard of the rights
of owners of all forms of property,

The damaging effect of such an atti-
tude on the reputation of New Zealand
abroad is all too obvious. In every
respect the Government's actions Jn
connection with the acquisition of the
Bank of New Zealand cannot be too
strongly condemned. The extreme
element of the Labour Party will un-
doubtedly regard the passage of the
Bill as a notable victory, but there
will be many people who will regard
it as a tragic defeat of the best
interests of New Zealand.

THE COMMUNISTS AND
DE GAULLE
The outstanding fact about the

French crisis is that General de Gaulle
has refused to entrust Foreign Affairs
to a member of the Communist Party.
He has refused not merely to appoint
a Communist as Foreign Minister, but
to give to the Communist Party either
the War Ministry or the Ministry of
the Interior (equivalent to Home
Office) because both these Ministries
are contributory to the carrying out
of the foreign policy directed by a
Foreign Minister. The implication of
this refusal is that the Communists, in
foreign policy, may be biased,
consciously or unconsciously, by their
admiration for Russian methods. The
spokesman for the Communists, M.
Duclos, assessed de Gaulle's implied
criticism of' the Communist Party at
its highest when he said that "the
terms in which General de Gaulle
couched his refusal tof any of the
three portfolios stated above] are a
blot on our honour as Frenchmen."
Although the terms used by de Gaulle
may not have been fully cabled, it
sterns to be reasonable to believe that
he may be able to rebut the statement
of Duclos. His remarks, as cabled,
may be interpreted in terms of a
Communist bias towards Russia, not of
a treachery towards France tantamount
to a blot on a Frenchman's honour. De
Gaulle does nob appear to have said
that the French Communists were
Communists first and Frenchmen
only second. But he is reported to
have told the Communist leader
Thorez that while he (de Gaulle)
wished to .keep France in an inde-
pendent position between the Russian
Eastern bloc and a possible Western
bloc, "you and your party, for reasons
of your, own, have already taken a side
on sbehalf of France." Even . these
terms may not constitute an un-
pardonable blow to honour and an
insuperable barrier to the creation of
a de Gaulle Government tolerated, if
not supported, by the Communists. At
the moment there even seems to be
some possibility that the Communists
may accept membership in a de Gaulle
Cabinet without any of the three port-
folios which de Gaulle refuses to give
them. In that case, Communist honour,
which Duclos says is impugned, would
undergo the test of actual trial and
the judgment of results—but not the
test of the Foreign Ministry.

Some solution of the present French
crisis is badly needed, for its con-
tinuance would intensify a general
impression of France's instability. The
fact that the xitterances of the pro-
tagonists can be interpreted so widely
constitutes initself a needfor a specific
adjustment that would enable the
French to get on with the work of
government. American 'and British
support is still important to France,
and it is not a matter of small account
if, as cabled, "some circles regard
General de Gaulle's broadcast as a
warning addi/essed beyond the French
borders to all Western Europe that, if
certain political developments took
placd at home, France would be placed
inthe so-called Eastern bloc, orRussian
sphere of interest." Evidently a good
deal of water has flowed under
political bridges since General de
Gaulle, following on Mr. Churchill's
enthusiastic reception in Paris, went
on a pilgrimage to Moscow and secured
some kind of agreement. Today that
event seems to be forgotten. It is not
quite certain whether the Franco-
British friction over Lebanon and
Syria is forgotten; but it is tolerably
certain that France cannot expect
much help from Communists outside
France in the effort of de Gaulle to
regain for France" her position in
Indo-China. If a Communist became
Foreign Minister of France, could he
join in 'Communist applause of the
Indonesians', struggle against the
Dutch, and at the same time applaud
France's fight to regain Indo-China,
which seems to be much on the same
moral plane as Holland's retention of
her rights in the Netherlands East
Indies? Even if the French Com-
munists participate in a de Gaulle
Government .only to the extent of
securing a Ministry of State—as sug-
gested by radio—the dialectical atti-
tude of Communist supporters of the
de Gaulle Government, in the matter
of Indo-China, Java, and India, will
be extremely interesting.

Duclos is reported. as saying that
the French labouring classes were the
spearhead of the resistance (to the
Germans) and will not accept a
subordinate role now. But are the
French labouring classes Communist?
One commentator seems to think that
this question may lead to a new
General Election.

FEARED TRIAL

BARON HONJO COMMITS
SUICIDE

TOKIO, November 20,
Baron General Honjo, former com-

mander-in-chief of the Kwantung
army, has committed suicide. He died
shortly after'his secretary found his
slashed body on his office floor.

Honjo's eldest son told Japanese re-
porters that his father first became
afraid he might face criminal charges
after reading the morning paper re-
porting that General MacArthur had
ordered his arrest. "After reading the
paper he felt his full responsibility,
and told us he would go to court and
express his beliefs and then take what-
ever responsibility fell on him," the
son said. "There was no sign that he
contemplated suicide."

Honjo went as usual to his office as
president of an organisation for the
relief of demobilised soldiers, though
General MacArthur had ordered the
abolition of the organisation.

PRINCESSES AT THE
THEATRE
LONDON, November 20.

Only a few among the audience at
the Apollo Theatre recognised Princess
Elizabeth and Princess Margaret when
they paid another surprise visit to a
West End theatre on Monday night,
accompanied by a parly of seven
friends, including Countess de Gel-
lai^uc, a Frenchwoman who lias been
Princess Elizabeth's companion for
sonic time. The pni'ty took 13s 6d
seats in the stalls. The performance
was Noel Coward's "Private Lives."

CORRESPONDENCE
MEMORIAL TO U.S.M.C.

(To the Editor.)

Sir,—Today being the anniversary of
the Battle of Tarawa, it seems fitting
to suggest that the authorities, either
the Government or the City Council,
should consider the advisability of pro-
viding a memorial to thp gallant men
of the United States Marine Corps who
for a time were stationed in our midst
and to whom we owe so much for
keeping the Japanese at a safe dis-
tance from our shores. The men who
fell at Guadalcanal, Bougainville, and
Tarawa died in the defence of New
Zealand as well as of their own coun-
try, and we would be guilty of a real
sin of omission were wo to forget ihtit
fact and do nothing to perpetuate-their
memory.

While they were garrisoned here
they would have been a valuable aug-
mentation of our own forces had the
enemy reached the coasts of New Zea-
land, and we were mighty glad to
have them here in our*hour cf peril.
Is it not our duty, then, to see that
they are not forgotten? By honouring
the sacrifice they made on our behalf
we shall be doing something to
strengthen still further the ties which,
in the very nature of things; bir;d us
so closely to our American cousins and
Allies. Should it be considered prac-
ticable, the granting of facilities for
a United States naval base in these
waters might be regarded as a form
of-memorial which would not be out
of place. The English-speaking Union
and the British-American Co-opera-
tion Movement might think it worth
while to interest themselves in the
idea of a memorial and pursue the
matter with the responsible authori-
ties.—l am, etc.,

GRATEFUL.

OUR NATIONAL SONG
Sir.—I was pleased to read that the

Wellington Choral Union had studied
the interpretation of New Zealand's
national song. If it really is our an-
them, would it not be as well to{make
one slight alteration at least in the
recording which is most often broad-
cast? At the end of the fifth line,
after the words "Guard Pacific's triple
star" (whatever, that may be!) a cor-
netist pushes in three ridiculous shrill
notes which I am sure are not in the
score and which are quite uncalledfor.
This recording, I fancy, is an Aus-
tralian one, and I think we in New
Zealand are quite entitled to trim off
such blemishes.—I am, etc.,

PAKEHA.

WOMEN ON THE TRAMS
Sir,—The conductresses Of the "Wel-

lington City Council tramways wish to
thank, through your paper; "Pas-
senger," who thrpugh his kind remarks
made us feel our job was a success.
Most of us have a bigger job ahead,
with our husbands and sweethearts
returning. Our posts will be taken by
returned men. while we make just as
big a success in home life with the
loved ones who fought for us.—We
are, etc.,

TRAMWAY GIRLS.

"MAKING SOCIAL SECURITY
SECURE"

Sir,—The importance of this subject
has tempted me to ask for space in
which to supply some information
asked for by your correspondent Mr.
J. T. Paul. My proposition was that
taxation falls on free enterprise, sala-
ries, and wages, and that the elimina-
tion of the first would throw the total
burden of taxes on the others.

Mr. Paul does not attempt to answer
this, but trails a red herring all over
the world looking for a country whose
people have complete freedom, There
is no such country. Through the
machinations of such men as Hitler
and Mussolini—both of whom began as
Socialists—freedom in all its forms
has fallen on evil days. But that is
no reasdn why we should desert the
sacred cause.

To the National Party free enter-
prise means that each individual will
have the maximum of freedom consis-
tent with the freedom, rights, and privi-
leges of others, and that this principle
Shall guide Parliament in making laws,
Ministers in administering them, and
Courts in interpreting them. This is
the principle on which Mr. J. T. Paul
and I part Company. I hope not finally.
1 am' GtC -' W. A. VEITCh!

"A MORAL TEST OF MAN"
Sir,—Your leader on Saturday last

should strike a chord in the, hearts of
all who wish.to "win the peace. With
the atomic bomb difficulty before our
eyes and the necessity for !'safe-
guards" between nations you rightly
point out that the matter is spiritual
at base, and in the long resort is one
for the individuals of those nations.
"Anyone who washes his hands stands
with Pontius Pilate,"

In these ominous days these two
truths should not be lightly passed
ever. But they are being so. You call
for leadership and say the key lies not
in human leadership alone. And those
tremendous words are a trumpet call
to return to God and ask for His
leadership. Will the "man m the
street" heed it? Would that he would!
The Churches are doing their best. But
their appeals are heard chiefly by
churchgoers, and they are a -very small
minority. All the more honour to daily
papers which reach the multitude, and
have the, courage to face facts, even if
those facts are labelled with the un-
popular word "spiritual."

As you point out, the danger we
face is far from remote. It is tfnmi*
nent. What is to be done? I think
that all an individual can do is to
turn to God boldly, and that means,
so far as I can see, to return to His
Church, or a Church, for the Churches,
with all their faults, do put one in
touch with God.—l am^etc^, LQNG

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
'Query."—lt. appears tlicrc w-ns the usual

publicity. Suggest you write to the so-
ciety's rnmmittec

N.Z. WAR EFFORT
FILM OF AIRMEN'S ACTIVITIES

OVER EUROPE
(Special P.A. Correspondent.)

Rec. 9.40 a.m. LONDON, Nov. 20.
Film records oi! the part played by

New Zealanders in the European air
war are disappointingly few. Thecareer
of the division in the Middle East was
almost completely recorded by moving
picture cameras, and this applies also
to the land and air forces in the
Pacific, which were also equipped with
public relations services. The R.N.Z.-
A.F. in Britain, however, was a ior-
gotten force as far as the attentions
of official New Zealand cameramen
were concerned. In the latter stages
of the war, however, an effort was
made by the authorities in London to
make up for the lack of films which
would give the New Zealand public
a picture of the activities of the
Dominion's airmen in the war against
Germany. . ,

After the completion by the Ministry
of Information of "Maximum Effort,'
a short film telling the story of a
typical heavy bomber crew o£ the No.
75 (New Zealand) Squadron, and pre-
sented to the Dominion as a tribute
to her men in the Bomber Command,
R.N.Z.A.F. headquarters, and the High
Commissioner's Office arranged with
the Ministry to produce a longer docu-
mentary film, covering as fully as pos-
sible the whole story of the New Zea-
land airmen in the European war. This
film, titled "New Zealand Was Thrre,"
has just been completed. It was made
under extraordinary difficulties, en-
tailing a search of the R.A.F. film unit's
library for early material showing
New Zealanders and New Zealand
squadrons in training and action, and
eventually the "borrowing" of a
cameraman from the Canadian army
to film squadrons then based in France,
Belgium. Holland, and Germany. About
2000 feet lons, it shows the develop-
ment of New Zealand's air strength and
the creation of new squadrons. It con-
tains several fine action shots, such
as that of the Amiens "gaol break,"
the attack by New Zealand Mosquitos,
and the destruction of a (lying bomb
by a New Zealand Tempest.

The film was produced by Miss E.
Arnot Robertson, a we]l-kno\vn Eng-
lish writer, who was also responsible
for "Maximum Effort," The commen-
tary was spoken by Mr. Leslie Mit-
chell, one of the best known ncwsreel
commentators in Britain.

NEWS OF THE DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

Forecast to 5 p.m. Thursday:—
Fresh to strong north-westerly

winds. Weather cloudy to overcast
with occasional drizzle. Mild tempera-
tures. Further outlook occasional rain.

Situation: Pressure is high to the
north-east of New Zealand, while an
active low-pressure trough is moving:
on to the South Island from the west.

Full moon: November 20. Last quar-
ter, November 27.

Temperature at 9.30 a.m. today,
57deg.

Rainfall for 24 hours to 9.30 a.m.,

mßainfall from October 21 to date,
0.73in.

High water: Today, 6.12 p.m. Tomor-
row: 6.39 a.m., 7.15 p.m.

Sun sets today at 7.15 p.m. Rises
tomorrow at 4.47 a.m.; sets at 7.27 p.m.

Christmas Tobacco
Smokers will be assured of tobacco

supplies for Christmas. The Minister
of Supply (Mr. Sullivan) said list
night that any apprehension by the
public Of a severe shortage in tobacco
supplies for the Christmas period was
unjustified. He said that in both
December and January there would be
available to retailers at least the same
quantities that were distributed .in
November. There was no need- for
undue public alarm. All returned ser-
vicemen, during their 90 days' furlough
had access to supplies of tobacco
through the defence services canteens.

Timber In Nelson.
The opinion that ' timber milling

would become one of the main in-
dustries of the Nelson Province was
expressed by the Minister of Rehabili-
tation and Lands (Mr. Skinner), when
he was speaking at the opening of a
new carpentry training centre in Nel-
son on Monday, says the Nelson cor-
respondent of "The Post.' Mr. Skinner
said he considered it inevitable that
new industries would be started in
the district, which was fortunate in
having a deep-sea port and fertile
land nearby. He knew the Forestry
Department looked to Nelson to be-
come one of the largest timber-export-
ing centres of the Dominion. It had
an advantage which other places with
large exotic forests lacked—a deep-sea
port where overseas vessels could be
loaded within a few miles of the
forests.

National Savings
With the, approach of the holiday

season all national savings committees
are making special 'efforts to secure
the maximum investments during the
next few weeks. Most districts are
reporting improved results. During
the week ended Saturday last the
Oamaru and Wanganui districts reach-
ed their annual quotas for the year
ending March 31 next, making five
such successes. In addition, 244 towns
attained their weekly quotas and all
of the 20 postal districts were success-
ful. New accounts are still being
opened at the rate .of 800 per month.
Since July 1 last, 33 new savings
groups have been established and. 2200
new accounts opened in existing
groups.

Waterloo Line Extension
The present Waterloo-Wellington

suburban train service will be ex-
tended within a few weeks to Naenae
and Epuni, an official of the Railways
Department said yesterday The new
service would be commenced as soon
as the additional track from Waterloo
to Naenae was laid and temporary
waiting facilities installed at the two
new stations. Only a one-track service
would be provided at first north of
Waterloo, but the service would be en-
larged to two tracks when the subways
and overbridges' were completed. # As
Naenae would become the terminus
until the railway was extended further
north, sidings would also have to be
constructed before the service could
be commenced. ■.

SuperannuationBill
A Superannuation Amendment. Bill

would be .introduced during the pre-
sent session of Parliament, stated the
Minister of Finance (.Mr. Nash) in the
House of Representatives yesterday
afternoon in reply to Mr. C. M. Bow-
den (National, Wellington West). The
Minister added that the public service
organisations had been advised thai
they would be given a full opportunity
to discuss the proposals and the con-
tents of the Bill. Mr. A. S. Sutherland
(National, Hauraki) inquired whether
the local bodies were to be consulted.
Mr. Nash replied that the Bill had
nothing to do with them.
British Ex-P.O.W.'s

Not all the British ex-prisoners of
war who came to New Zealand were
being repatriated at the present time,
as some 114 who were not yet fit and
ready to leave were being retained
for the present, stated the Minister of
Defence (Mr. Jones) in the House ofRepresentatives yesterday in reply to
Mr. R. M. Algie (National, Remuera).
Mr. Algie had asked whether it would
be possible for the Government to urge
the British authorities to permit British
ex-prisoners of war and internees
from the Far East to prolong their
stay in New Zealand until the end
of the summer. The Minister said therepatriation of British ex-prisoners ofwar now about to leave New Zealand
had been arranged in accordance withdirectives received from the UnitedKingdom authorities. The hospital
ship Maunganui was taking only those
who had been pronounced /it to travel
by the medical authorities. Those not
requiring passage by hospital ship
were leaving that day by H.M.S.Reaper under instructions from the
Commander-in-Chief, British Pacific
Fleet.

DAVIS CUP
N.Z. To Participate

P.A. CHRISTCHURCH, Nov. 20
The New Zealand Lawn Tennis

Association has decided to chal-
lenge for the Davis Cup, competi-
tion for which will be resumed
next yea*. The association recent-
ly received advice that as a re-
sult of the visit to the United
States of Sir Norman Brookes,
president of the Lawn Tennis
Association of Australia, arrange-
ments had been made.to resume
international competition fpr the
trophy with Great Britain control-
ling competition among nations
challenging in the European zone
and the United Stales controlling
the American zone. New Zealand
will challenge in the Pacific zone,
ivhich was established in 1936, but
which has not so far been used.
The New Zealand team will have
to be selected on form shown in
the present season and particular-
ly in the New Zealand champion-
ships at Auckland in January. The, resumption of the Davis Cup com-
petition opens up the possibility
of visits next season from Ameri-
can and other international teams
which will visit Australia for the
challenge round and possibly for
the inter-zone finals.

The Vidled States cruiser Vincennes berthed at Aotea Quay jor a iveek's stay in Wellington.

WAR GRATUITIES
Method Of Payment

SPECIAL BONUS
Full details of the Government's scheme of gTatuities for ser-

vice personnel and the procedure to be adopted in paying- them have
now been worked out and were announced in the House of Eepre-
sentatives last night by the Minister of Finance (Mr. Nash). They
provide for a gratuity of 2s Gd a day for every day of service over-
seas and 8d a day for service within the Dominion. The gratuities
are to be lodged in a special Post Office Savings Bank account, on
which interest and a special bonus of 5 per cent, will be paid for
three years.

There is to be a maximum payment on behalf of deceased ser-
vicemen of £200, and a similar maximum for a permanently totally
disabledreturned man. All gratuity payments are free of taxation.

Money allotted to a serviceman may, at the discretion of the
Minister of Defence, be used for special purposes, and as far as
gTatuities generallyare concerned, they may be withdrawn any time
after the notification of the lodgement of money.
Mr. Nash said that when the war

gratuities were first announced the
sums mentioned were £3 15s a
month for service overseas and £1 a
month for service in New Zealand.
Appreciation of that announcement
was expressed in all parts of the Do-
minion, and in particular by the
N.Z.R.S.A. Returned men and others
agreed that the sums to be paid should
be spread over a period of years. In
Australia the gratuities to be paid
were the same for overseas service,
and 15s a month for service in Aus-
tralia, but the amounts were not. to be
paid until five years and six months
after the conclusion of hostilities.

Since the first announcement had
been made many administrative diffi-
culties had been encountered tinputting the Government's intentions
into words and in working out pro-
cedure so that there would be an
easy-running system when the pay-
ment came to be made.

SLIGHT INCREASES
He would be submitting regulations

to the Executive Council today that
would provide some slight amendment
to the original proposals. The £3
15s a month would be translated into
2s 6d a day for every day served over-
seas. That would increase the annual
amount from £45 to £45 12s 6d. Cal-
culation was easier on a daily basis
than on a monthly basis. The pay-
ment for service in New' Zealand
would be calculated at 8d a day,
making an annual total of £12 3s 4d
instead of £12. .

The regulations would be under the
administrative control of the Minister
of Defence., They would provide for
what was known as a date of entitle-
ment. That was March 31, 1946, and
on the evidence they had it was im-
practicable in any way to endeavour
to anticipate that date.

The first day for which any pay-
ment could be made was September
31, 1939, and the. last day March 31,
1946. unless the Minister of Defence
determined otherwise. Pie could so
determine in the case of a man who
might come back late from overseas
or in connection with members of the
force going to Japan. The payment
was to provide for every day of the
serviceman's service that he had
allotted pay so that he was covered in
full for that period. ,
DISABLED AND DECEASED MEN

In addition, there was provision that
where a serviceman was entitled to; a
permanent total disablement pension,
he would also be entitled to a
minimum gratuity payment of £200.

Any serviceman partially perman-
ently disabled in accordance with the
standard spale would have a like guar-
antee of a sum equal to the extent
or percentage of hi.? disability to per-
manent total disability. If the per-
centage, was 75, for instance, the ser-
viceman would receive a minimum of
£150, and a 20 per cent, case would
receive a minimum gratuity of £40.

Where a serviceman died in con-
nection with his service before the
date of entitlement, the Minister
would pay to the dependant £200, but
the Minister would determine who was
the dependant, and it need not neces-
sarily be the next-of-kin. That pay-
ment would be made in the case oi
all men who had served overseas and
had died, and to all who had lost their
lives in New Zealand, if their death
was attributable to war service.

Only in cases where over-payments
had been made to a serviceman by
a Government authority could there
be any deduction from a gratuity. Th<>
sj'stem would not in any way be a
debt-collecting agency.

Any of the money allotted to the
credit of a returned man might at the
discretion of the Minister be used for
the purchase of a home, furniture, or
any real Or personal property. It
might also be paid at the Ministers
discretion for the pirrpose of estab-
lishing a business, a profession, trade.

or for occupation training, or ultimate-
ly could be paid for any other capital
purpose. • It was not to be granted for
the purpose of paying debts. Such
payments qualified the returned ser-
viceman to a 5 per cent, discount. That
meant that, presuming the Minister
had approved a payment from the
gratuity of a sum. equal to £200, then
the serviceman could withdraw from
his account £-l$)0 and £10 would be
paid out of the War Expenses Account.

SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNTS,
The whole of the sum due to a ser-

viceman would be paid into a war
gratuity Post Office Savings Bank ac-
count on the date of entitlement. He
was then entitled to withdraw the
whole of the sum the day after if he
so desired, but if he left the money
in the account for 12 months he would
receive the ordinary Post Office rate
of interest of Zl per cent, and in addi-
tion a 5 per cent, bonus. If he con-
tinued to leave the money there for
another 12 months, he would receive
again the ordinary interest rate and 5
per cent, additional by way of bonus
on the total sum. Such a bonus would
be paid for three years. All the
bonuses would be paid from the War
Expenses Account, but no one could
lodge any money in a war gratuity
Post Office Savings Bank account other
than the Government.

The serviceman could take the
money out whenever he wanted it
or he could leave it there. Gratuities,
including bonuses and interest, were
free of all taxation.

Discussing the administrative pro-
cedure,* Mr. Nash said that a service-
man would make his own claim on a
form to be supplied to him. Before
the end of the year, or in the early
part of next year, those forms which
were now being printed would be
available. .

Details of what the serviceman was
entitled to would then be worked ouv
and sent to the Post Office Savings
Bank, Which would notify the ser-
viceman by issuing a pass book to him
that money had been allotted to his
account, in the Post Office Savings
Bank nearest to his home.

The Minister concluded that he
would urge every serviceman in his
own interest, ahel in the interest of the
Domlnion.'to leave the gratuity money
in his account for the maximum period
he could.

N.Z.R.S.A. SATISFIED
"The terms of payment are wholly

satisfactory to the N.Z.R.S.A. and the
association recommends' ex-service-
men and ex-servicewomen to take tne
advice of the Minister of Finance and
leave the money in the special account
us long as possible, thus taking ad-
vantage of the extra bonus," says a
statement issued by the association, last

UlAfter the annual confeVoncc of the
association a special sub-committee,of
the N.Z.R.S.A. Dominion executive
committee, and of men from the 1939-
---45 war, was set up 19 place-the asso-
ciation's representations before the
Government. This sub-committee, to-
gether with the Dominion executive,
has discussed regulations with the
Government.

The association states that sonic
minor points would need clarification
and that the Government had indicated
its willingness to discuss any of these
points with the R.S.A.

'"'lt is realised." the statement adds,
"that the checking of some 327,000
claims and the work associated with
the payment of the gratuity involve
a gigantic task, and it was inevitable
that there would be some delay in
the actual date of payment.

"The proposals of the association re-
ceived the consideration of the Gov-
ernment and the N.Z.R.S.A. desires to
thank the Government for its con-
sideration, and for the opportunity of
discussing the proposed regulations."

NATIONAL HEALTH

PROGRAMME FOR U.S.A.
WASHINGTON, November 20,

In'a message to Congress, President
Truman submitted a national health
programme, including a compulsory
insurance scheme; . .

A White House statement said that
patients would be free to choose then-
own doctors, that doctors could reject
or accept patients, and that hospitals
would continue to manage their own
services.

The message suggested, first, Federal
aid for the construction of hospitals,
health centres, and other facilities;
secondly, expansion of public health
and child health services; thirdly, Fea-
eral aid for more adequate professional
education and research, with emphasis
on the cause, prevention, and cure of
cancer and mental illnesses.

The American Medical Association
Journal approves some aspects of the
national health plan, but says that
president Truman's claim that the
compulsory insurance provisions are
not socialised medicine does not con-
vince physicians who would be com-
pelled to submit to politically con-
trolled medicine. The Journal con-
tends that the proposal, for extending
medical education and research by
Federal grants would place the Gov-
ernment in control of medical educa-
tion through its ability :to allocate
funds to medical institutions.

BULGARIAN VOTE
LONDON, November 20,

Moscow radio said that a report from
Sofia was that 85 to 90 per cent, of
Bulgaria's electors voted in the recent
elections. Eighty per cent, of the votes
so far recorded went to the Fatherland
Front.

NEW EXPLOSIVES

WAR DEVELOPMENTS
LONDON. November 20,

An official account of new and more
effective explosives developed during
the war describes a combination of
T.N.T. and Rox aluminium powder,
making Torpex which was used
against submarines, also Tritonal, from
which blockbusters derived their in-
creased destructive power.

RDX (Research Department .form-
ula) could not be made on a useful
scale until Woolwich experts dis-
covered new safeguards and developed
methods ox quantity production. In
Torpex, Woolwich developed an ex-
plosive capable of "killing submarines
at greater distances than T.N.T. Using
T.N.T. and aluminium powder. Wool-
wich made Tritonal.

MOTOR WORKERS

CLAIM FOR HIGHER WAGES
NEW YORKJ November 19,

Following a meeting of the United
Automobile Workers' Union, Mr. W. P.
Reuther, vice-president, said it had
been decided to propose to General
Motors that the union's claim for a
30 per cent, increase in wages with-
out increases in car prices should be
submitted for immediate arbitration.
The meeting asked General Motors for
a reply by tomorrow.

The union stipulates that the arbitra-
tors shall have full access to the
books of both parties, which it says
is essential to an intelligent factual
solution of the dispute. In the past
General Motors has refused examina-
tion of its books.

POSTSCRIPTS
Chronicle and Comment

BY PERCY FLAGB

Logical consequences are the scare-
crows of fools and the beacons of-wise
men.—T. H. Huxley. - ■■ \

* ■ . '«■ ' ■ »
Wife in court: My husband said the

proof of the pudding was in the eat-
ing. I told him not to try any of
that cannibal stuff.

•» -» • # •• In London, where bombs destroyed
much of the big University College
Library, one of the first books salvaged
was a "History of German Culture

•» «• -*\
GRATUITOUS.,

Song of the Kiwi:— ,
Five per cent, bonus I give away,
On this, my daughter's wedding day.
On second thoughts I think it best
To leave it in old Walter's chest.

(With the Ist N.Z.E.F. refrain.) ..
OMADHAUN. j

* # ♦

LISTEN.
At the end of a sermon in a Scot-

tish church an ardent Prohibitionist
was permitted by the entirely anti-
Prohibitionist parson to say a few
words on his pet subject.

"Brethren," he said, "if I had all
the whisky, brandy, and champagne
In the world I would fling the whole
of it into the Tweed/ He sat down,
and in the pause that, followed the
parson rose: ."We shall conclude," he said, by
singing Hymn 157: 'Shall We Gather
At the River?'"

SUNSET AT HOUGHTON BAY.
The cliffs rise sheer—a bastioned wall;
Athwart the bay the shadows steal;
The moaning breakers, as they fall.
Spray strands of shining filosele.
To east, by reef and rock-girt heads,
The stinging spindrift whiffles free,
To west, the glowing sunset sheds
An arc of amber majesty.

Which gilds the sea; and, fold on. fold.
Clothes wave-crests each in tinselled
i lace; . ~! And, sinking in a flame of gold,
'Makes glorified a humble place.

Then, in this hour of Angelus,
iAgainst a paling sky are set
The MarlVrough Mounts, like cumulus,
Now white, now blue, now violet.

W. D. CHARLTON.
Wadesfown.

« «• *
BECOMES MONK.

A wealthy ex-major of the last war
is about to become a monk, and a
lieutenant-colonel of this war is about
to become a police constable.

Fifty-year-old Major Charles Verner
called by his friends, ."The Perfect
host," left his flat at Brighton (he has
already given up his expensively fur-
nished house, one of the show-places
of Sussex), packed a few personal be-
longings in a suitcase, and drove off
in a baby car to become a member of
the brotherhood of Alton Abbey, in
Hampshire.

"I spent five months there to see
if it suited me. I liked it, so I'm going
back. Good-bye," he said, as he left.

The policeman is Lieutenant-Colonel
Ronald Rowbottom, 29, who, on being,
demobilised,. is returning to his beat
in Southport, Lancashire. Rowbottom.
once a regular soldier, joined up again
in 1939 as a gunner.

"THIS FREEDOM."
Dear Percy Flage.-Is the following

of any use to you? The Hyde Park
orator, was holding forth to the usual
mixed audience on the usual subject
and had reached his peroration thus:
"When we gets our freedom, we 11 be
livin' in them-there Mayfair Flats.
When we gets our freedom, well be
ridin' in them there limousms, and
on them thjre horses in Rotten Row.-
At this,polgt an interjector said: But
I -don't want to live in them there
Mayfair Flats, nor I don't want to ride
in them there limousines, nor them
there horses In Rotten Row-. This
knocked the orator rather off his track,

but. quickly recovering himself, ne
shoo£ his fist at the interjector and
said: "When we gets our freedom
you'll do what you're B . .■ . well
told!" Yours, wAT<

For Kipling's "Brugglesmith" you
will .find it in his "Many Inventions, •commencing at page 239.

OUT IN THE OPEN

HANDSOME WANDERER
(By I. W. T. Miuiro.)

Quite commonly seen about Auck-
land in mid-summer, and occasionally
in the South Island, the handsome
Wanderer butterfly <Danaida archip-
mis) has probably come to New Zea-
land to stay, for many gardeners in
the North Island are cultivating-the
favourite food-plant, of its catei-pillar,
the wild cotton (Asclepias), deliber-
ately to encourage it.

So large and gaudy a butterfly
lends guile a tropical colour to the
scene. Its wings, spanning four inches,
are a rich orange-brown with a net-
work of black veins and a wide black
border carrying a double row of white
dots. Even the caterpillar, in a tiger-
like colour scheme of black stripes on
a yellowish ground, is a handsome
creature, moving about boldly by day-
light, for it is unpalatable to birds.

The Wanderer set out on its
travels centuries ago. for it is a mem-
ber of the Old World genus, and pre-
sumably crossed into North America
by way of the Aleutian Islands soon
after the last Ice Age ended.

Until a little more than a century
atfo, Central America was ite head-
quarters, but it has since migrated to
all parts of the world. From island to
island, it crossed the Pacific to Aus-
tralia, whence it reached New Zea-
land, several being captured pyM£ * •
W. Sturm, in Hawkes Bay, as early as
1848. It has even appeared at tne
Chatham Islands. . ,

Eastward, the Wanderer has also
crossed the Atlantic to Europe, where
it has been seen in Spain, France, and
Great Britain. We may yet see it put
a girdle round the earth," a notable
feat for a butterfly that Is no Stow-
away in ships like most of the insects
that have followed European migra

tions. but seems to have travelled
every mile of the way on its own

BETTER PROGRESS
LINER PERMANENTE

PA AUCKLAND, November 20
Moderating weather is enablmg the

Matson Line 10,000-ton vesse Pei-
manentc. which is cname
trouble, to make better speed andMie
is now expected to reach Auckland
from Rarotonga early onFi^r^™Permanent*'en route from fan Fiaiv
cisco, left Rarotonga on■November 14
and reported on Monday that she
would Strive tilt Sunday *g*m*fc

A twin-screw vessel, the Peimanentewfi then running on one engine
'Sist'strong winds, but today, when
lS more Sfan 530 miles from Auck-
land, she reported better weather and
a speed of about eight knots.

Repairs to her engine will be made
in Auckland, and she is expected to
sail for San Francises via Noumea,
Suva, Pago Pago, and Papeete on No-
vember 30. ~ _ ,„,,„

The 200 passengers on the Pepnan-
ente include the first Soviet Ministerto New Zealand, M. Ziabkm. his wife,
and staff, and a number of New Zea-
land servicemen's wives, children, ana
fiancees. .

CARRIERS AS REPATRIATION
SHIPS

LONDON, November 20.
The converted aircraft-carrier H.M.S.

Queen is sailing on Saturday from
Portsmouth for Sydney .'with 59
R.N.Z.N.V.R. officers aboard, all of
whom are being repatriated. : ■ ■ ■Three more aircraft-carriers are be-
inc converted for repatriation pur-
poses. It is expected that one avill
be available in December for taking
a larger draft of R.N.Z.N.V.R. officers,
and also ratings home. .

\ SHIPPING NOTICES.
Union steam ship co. of

new zealand, ltd.
38 CUSTOMHOUSE QY.

SAILINGS (Circumstances Permitting).
for PI.II and TONGA, from Auckland:

4JATUA—I'd., Dec. 7.
For LYTTELTON from WELLINGTON:

KANGATIIIA—JIon.. Wed., Frl., 7.80 v.m.
WAHINE—'Cues., Tluirs., Sni.. 7.M0 p.m.

Jbnor PJCTON from WELLINGTONS ;
TAMAWNE—Hon., Wed., Frl., 2.15 p.m.

Receiving Cargo daily for I'icton mid iileu-
bclffl.

jfrequertt cargo sailings to New Zealand
Coastal Vorts. I'articulnrs on apiilluiition.

Booking Asents for Union Airways of New-
Zealand, Cook Strait Airways, Tasraan Empire
Airways, and all other principal airlines.

x (CANADIAN AUSTRALASIAN 1: LINE.
UNION S.S. CO. OF N.Z., LTD.,

Agents Throughout New Zealand.
SHAW SAVILL LINES

TO ENGLAND.
TO SOUTH AFRICA.

The Lines' Passenger Service provides for
First, Class, Cabin Class, and Tourist Class
Passengers, but each vessel carries only one
of tliese classes.

SHAW SAVILL AND ALBION CO., LTD.
(Inc. in England),

WELLINGTON.
Agents Throughout New Zealand.

.THE NEW ZEALAND SHIPPING
■. , COMPANY, LIMITED.

V PASSENGER SERVICE TO THE UNITED
i KINGDOM.

* All persons wishing to proceed to the United
Kingdom must first obtain Exit Permits from
ihe Department of Internal Affairs.

JPull particulars of further procedure may
bo obtainod on application to the Company's
Offices and Agents throughout New Zealand.
,"a nchoe shipping and foundry co..A. • LTD.

tfor NELSON (Circumstances Permitting):
MATANGI Tues., Thurs., Sat. 7.30 p.fn.
Receives General Cargo Tuesdays and Thurs-

days till 4 p.m., Saturday till 11 a.m.
CHBISTSIAS BOOKINGS NOW OPEN.

Sailings as under:
For NELSON:

•ARAHURA, 7.80 p.m., Frl., Deo. 21.
•MATANGI, 8.15 a.m., Sat., Dec. 22.
•AIIAHURA, 0 p.m., Sat,, Ded. 22.
*MATANGI, 7.30 p.m., Sun., Dec. 23.
•ARAHURA, 7.30 p.m., Mon., Dec. 24.

??O SAILING, Tues., Dec* 25.
•MATANGI. 7.30 p.m.. Wed., Dec. 2C.

Further particulars from
T. AND W. YOUNG, LTD., Agents,

77-S5 Customhouse Quay.
Telephones: 41-980 and 41-OS4. Box 1251.

t
T-alegraphio Address: "Mercury." Wellington.

EDUCATIONAL.
SHORTHAND, 'TYPEWRITING, ENGLISH;

OFFICE PRACTICE. -INDIVIDUAL TUITION and a THOROUGH
GROUNDING ensures SUCCESS. Day and

Evening Classes. Early Enrolment for 1946
la recommended. "

MISS A. SUTHERLAND, F.1.P.5., P.C.T.
(Pitman's Certificated Teacher),

! 115 LAMBTON QY. (Saywell 'Building).
I Tel. College 44-493; Residence 46-675.

THE ACID TEST—
"EXAMINATION RESULTS."

*TT C.A." results definitely eclipse those of
XX* any other similar institution in the

Dominion.
Don't toil In ?aln another" year.

Send for Prospectus.
HAKLE'B COLLEGE O? ACCOUNTANCY, LTD.,

Colonial Mutual Life Buildings,
P.O. BOX 859,

Wellington. i_^__

SPECIALISED COURSES OF TRAINING
At

f^ ILBY'S BUSINESS ..COLLEGE,JUT 32 Blair St. \
(Behind Tram- Shelter),

Courtenay PI.,
Wellington, C3. ' -Include INDIVIDUAL TUITION in Short-

fcand, Typewriting, and Bookkeeping, and
COACHING in most subjects for Public Ser-

"tlce Entrance, School Certificate, and Univer-
sity Entrance Examinations, also Drawing,
Ticket-writing. Poster Designing, and Tuition

An inquiry will cost nothing, commit you
to nothing. ... _ ,

Morning, Afternoon, and Evening Sessions.
Prospectus Free. Tel. 51-987.

PUBLIC NOTICES.

THE NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE
CO., LTD.

J?IKE, MARINE, ACCIDENT,

ESTABLISHED in New Zealand in 18o9';now world wide, with Head Office Id
Auckland. „.Wellington Branch:

133-135 FEATHEKSTON S'J?.
Telephone 40*576. •J. H. IiUSSELL,

Manager.
,li/rORRISON AND OILSIrdT UMITISD
IVL Opticians,

48 WILLIS ST., WELLINGTON Ui, Also at QUEEN ST., fIIASTERTON,
r CHIROPRACTIC HEALTH SERVICE.
T AWSOM AND LAWSON, CHIROPRACTORS,
JU Ist Floor, -National Bank Chambers.
Courtenay PL, WELLINGTON. Tel 52-868.

OPTICIAN.
L. A, NOTLEi, 5.D.0.N.56.

IST FLOOR KEAN'S BLDU., 30 Willis St.
(Next WOolwprths). .Tel. 43-303.

HEALTH BY CHIROPRACTIC.

EV. DAVYS, 24 Queen's R<l., Lower Him.. Tel.: Dial 398, ask for SO.
(A Card.)

fp E. K. BURGESS,

DENTAL SURGEON,
Bank of N.2. Chambers, 81 Manners St.,

Has Taken into Partnership,
tf. E. ESCOTT, 8.D.5.,
DENTAL SURGEON.

.Tel. 44-930.
'" J. It. HEILESON,

82a Kllbirnle Crus.,

REGISTERED PLUMBER, HOT WATER
ENGINEER, SHEET METAL WORKER.

For Service and Satisfaction.
Tel., 8 a.m. to 5 p.tiu, 51-505.~~ KLEXEMA

FfHE MARVELLOUS TREATMENT for all
[X Skin and Scalp Ailments.

ECZEMA, PSORIASIS, BABY ECZEMA,
FALLING HAIR.

KLEXEMA (N.Z.), LTD.,
Harcourt Chambers, Panama St., Wellington

(Opp. D.1.C.). Tel. 42-532.
ralmerston. North Address: Waldegrave Bldg.

LEPER NURSING SISTERS' GARDEN-
PARTY.

HELD ON SATURDAY. NOVEMBER .17.
rfMIE Reverend Mother and community of the
X Missionary Sisters of the Society of
Jlary express their deep gratitude to all those
who in any way contributed to make the
Garden Party on Saturday last such an out-
standing success. .Competition Results:

Permanent Wave, 38002, K. Connolly; men's
pyjamas, 30508, Miss Campbell; perfume,
30143, M. Parker; 2 perfume, 3!>o<M, J. Mar-
tin; black and-white, :!8!)SU, no nutrie; towels,
SS2S3, M. Marncll. Lincoln, Chrislchurdi;
Silk' stockings, 39229, Fitzgerald; Christmas
take, 37441, Fr. Forsyth; handbag, 38735, M.
Cove; blue pyjamas, 31384, P. Bennett; pink
silk nightdress, ;SSB4G, I. Dohcrt.v; pluk
telaneso nightdress, 31834, Miss Davis; yellow
Bilk nightdress, 89GU1, Lady Myers; bed
jacket, 393111, 'C. McKenzie; picture, 37117,
Miss Iticharclson; truy cloth, 310S1, Hawkey;
tray cloth, 31269, C. Carver; baby set, 39383,
Miss Bourko; Calcy's chocs., 37529, Br.
Harold; chocolates, J. Ciiniiuins; chocolates,
30438, Fitzgerald; "Neddy," 39059, M.
O'Brien; white iamb, Sr. Angel;' rtuchesso set,
39257, It. O'Conncll; pink set, Mrs. Brockie;
child's frock, Mrs. Briiilcy; cliocolato cake,
Byan. <Prizes may ho obtained at the Convent, 48
Aurora Tee., on presentation of ticket.

M. McKEXZiIC,
lion. Sec.

HONORARY JUSTICES' ASSOCIATION
(INC.).

"QOFL1 JUSTICE" will be the title of a lee-ks ture to be given by Dr. O. C. Jlazen-
garb at a luncheon, to be hold, in the rooms of
the English-speaking Union, Grey St., Wel-
lington, on. Thursday, November 22, 1945, at
12.30 p>m.

I>ESIDKX'JtS ()!•' TIIORNDON.
■VeSIDENT.S OF THORNDON.

PUBLIC MEETING TONIGHT.
PUBLIC MEETING TONIGHT.

METHODIST SUNDAY SCHOOL HALL,
METHODIST SUNDAY SCHOOL HALL,

Bossmnor Cres.—Oil' Molcsworlh St., 8 p.m.
To Discuss the Formation of a
RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION.

CHAIRMAN: TtKV. CANON PAVIES.

TA C. . NICHOLSON,
/X. Dentist,

ST. .TAJIKS' THEATRE BUILDING.
Telephone: 50-010. '

STOCKS AND SHARES.

DAYSH, LONGUET. & FRETHEY,
Members Wellington Stock Exchange,

STOCK AND SHARE BROKERS,
National Bank Chambers,

Opposite G.P.0., Wellington.
Telephone 43-112.

S-" GEOKUE NATHAA. Telegrams. "Beta." Wellington. .
Member Wellington Stocft Exchange.

11l CUSTOMHOUSE QY..
Sharebroker.

GOLD BUYERS.
GOLD BUYERS. GOLD BUYERS.

CASH BUXKRS.
DIAMOND Rings, Old Jewellery, Pearl Neck-

lets, Barrings. Brooches, etc., also Crystal
and Sliver Plate, in new condition.

We do offer the highest prices. 'Post or call,
JUDDS, JEWELLERS,

23 Manners St. Ring 42-230. j
" OLD JISWELLKUY AND DIAMOND KINUS.

SELL yours to a N.Z. Firm. Besi prices
given. W. M. Haycraft and Co.. Manu

facturlng Jewellers. 94 Willis St. (over Pres
ton's).

MANNERS STREET SPECIALS,

BENTAL Repairs. Tocih perfectly matched
Keenest prices. Unpld Dental Uepnir $v.x

ffice. 15 Manners' St. Tci. 47-5H2 Kst. 1025

PLANTS, TREES, AND SHRUBS.
rpWELVE Packetr of New Season's Vi-netabh:
X und Flower Spoils posted for 2s. Wiicnt-
loy's Nurseries, Lower Hull. Tel. 00-210.


