® oy ® pusm

U.S.S. DOUGLAS I.. HOWARD (DE-138)

% FLEET POST OFFICE e I“ ‘?
SAN' FRANGISCO, CALIFORNTA (Fﬂ x&\
DE138/412/ jme : 1|L Q
Serial 237_15 1 .October 1945 &ﬂ
S010 24 58 RECEIVST
| s O <
From: The Commanding Officer.
Tot The Secretary of the Navy. )
Jbd Ladg g r
Subject: Factual History of the U.S.S. DUUGL&S L. HO
- (DE-138). 7 o
Reference: (e) A1Pac 2¢2. ,f *4y
~ Enclosure: (A) Factual History. ROurg
EX0E hiak Mo, In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (&) 0"

is forwarded herewith.

CC:
CinCPac (Pearl)

156735

RIT




FACTUAL HISTORY OF THE
U.5.S. DOUGLAS L, HOWARD. (DE138)

The U.S.S, DOUGLAS L. HOWARD (PE-138) was built by the Consolidated
Steel Corporation, Shipbuilding Division, Orange, Texas, and was .planad in
cemmission on 29 July 1943 with Lieutenant Commander Gordon D, Kissem, U.S,
Naval Regerve, in command. After the usual acceptance trials this vessel
proceeded to New Orlesns, Louisiana for completion of outfitting,

On the 20th of August 1943 the HOWARD grrived at Bermuda, Britilh Vest
Indies, for a shakedown period, Following shakedown end period for overhaul
and repairs at the Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, this
vessel reported to Commander John H, PORSEEW, U,S, Naval Reserve, Commander
Egcort Divigion NINE, in Norfolk, Virginia. This ship became flagehip of
the division, which was attached to the Atlantic Fleet,

The HOWARD'S first operational cruise was as a unit of Task Group 65
escorting UGS.20, sailing from Hampton Roads to Casa Blanca, French Morocco,
and various ports in the Mediterranean. This trip was completed without
incident, and after an availability at the Eroocklyn Navy Yard, New York, and
& short period of training in Casco Bay, Maine, the HOWAED reported for duty
on the 4th of December 1943 again to Task Force 65, which was assigned to
escort Convoy UGS-26, During the availability Lieutenant W, F, STOKEY, U.S,
Haval Regerve, relieved Lieutenant Commander Gordon D, KISSAM gs commanding
officer. The Convoy was escorted to Casa Blanca, French Morocco, without
incident as was the returning section, GUS-25,

The third operational cruise was made in company with Task Force 65
escorting Convoy UGS~32, which left Hampton Roads on the 3rd of February

944, Again the section of the Convoy escorted hy the HOWARD went to Casa
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Blance, French Morocco, After returning to Hlﬁl Tork with Convoy GUS-31, -
the HONARD, together with Escort Division NINE, reported to Commander Task
Group 21.16, in the U.S.S, CORE (CVE.13), Thilu task group left Hampton
Roads on the 3rd of April 1944 and was to operate in the North and Central
Atlentic as an anti-sutmarine killer group, These qnti-nnfmarim operations
were carrded out for the next two months, after which this task group was
digbanded and the escort division proceeded to New York for an availebility.
During this availability, a combat information center end HF/DF equipment
were installed. o _

On the 11th of June 1944 the HOWARD reported to Commander Task Group
22.6 on board the U.S.S. WAKE ISLAND (CVE.65) and shortly thereafter got
underway for anti-subtmarine cperations. During this cruise a sulmarine was
sighted on the surface about ten miles on the Task Group's port beam and the
HOWARD and U.S.S. FISKE (DE-143) were detached to investigate and attack.
Contact was made by both vessels almost simultaneously and the FISKE wag
turning in for an attack approach when it received a torpedo hit on the
port side amidships, which caused it to break in two and sink shortly there-
after. The HOWARD, meanwhile, made several hedgehog and depth charge attacks
on either the submarine which had torpedced the FISKE or what might have been
a pecond submarine in the vicinity, tmt with no results, These attacks
were hampered to a certain extent by the presence in the water of the sure
vivors of the torpedoed ship, which was only 1,000 yards from the HOWARD at
the time of the explosion, Upa:_mtiana with the U.S.S. WAKE ISLAND were con-
el‘uﬂid; on the 15th of August 1944 and the HOWARD then proceeded to the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, New York, for another availability. On the 29th of
Jugust Ideutenant John T, PRATT, Jr., U,8, Navel Reserve, relieved Lieutensnt
Comander W, F, STOKEY as commanding officer, On the 7th of September 1944
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Commander E, W, YANCEY, U,S, Navy, relieved Commander John H, FORSHEW gg
Commander Escort Division NIE, |
On the 8th of September this ship, in company with Task Group 22.1,

Commander Task umup; Captein J,R, RUHSENEERGER, U,S, Navy, in the U.S.S.
MISSION BAY (CVE.59) took departure from Hempton Roads for anti-submarine
operations in the South Atlantic. The original order called for intensive
practice maneuvers with a friendly submarine off Bermude, B.W.I., but be-
cause of a severe hurricane this order was changed and the grouwp proceeded
to Dakar, French West Africa, for fueling., Shortly after leaving Dakar

and during the course of searching operations, a radar contact on an unidenti-
fied target wes made and eveluated as & sulmarine, From the 28th of September,
when the contact was made, until the Bth of October 1944, planes from the
U.S.S. MISSION BAY and ghips of Escort Division NINE made an extremely
thorough search of this particular area. On 30th of September the U,5.S,
FESSENDEN gnd U.S.S, DOUGLAS L. HOWARD were gearching about six miles south
and one mile west of the original contact when the FESSENDEN yeported a

good sound contact, A mimute later the FESSENDEN fired her 7.2 projector
charges and reported an explosion which was felt by personnel on the HOWARD,
Further indications of successful attack were received, including immense
quantities of oil which covered the area for several deys afterwards, (This
attack was later assessed as a possible kill), On the 12th of October the
U.S.S. DOUGLAS L, HOWAFD crossed the equator, where Neptunus Rex and his
party initiated a very large percentage of officers and men into the
"Mysteries of his Domain", The HOWARD was them en route to Bahia, Bresil,
South America, in company with Task Group 22.1, The Task Group left Eehia
on thu 19th of October and proceeded in a auuth_ugtpﬂr d;ractiml carrying
~out anti-sutmarine swesps with aircraft from the carrier em route. ¥o
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eontacts of any kind were reported, and on the 30th of October the Task
Group entered Cape Town, Union of South Africa, where all hends spent an

~ extremely enjoyable four days. From Cape Town the group returned to Recife
end from Recife back to Norfolk and New York,

On the 12th of December 1944 the HOWARD 1eft New York and proceeded
to New London, Connecticut, for anti-submarine exercises and firing exer-
oises. On the 17th of December, this vessel reported to Commgnder Task
Group 22.1, Captain J.R. RUESEABERGER, U,S, Mavy, in the U.S.S. MISSION BAY
(CVE~59) . The Task Group was ordered to Guantansmo Bay, Cuba, for a period
of refresher training, which lasted until the 16th of January 1945, when it
left for Jacksonville, Florida, to participate in carrier qualification
exercises. These exercises were conducted from the 22d of January umtil
the 7th of February 1945, at which time the Task Group was ordered back to
Guantenamo Bay, Cuba, for further refresher training, Almost immediately
after arrival at Guantanamo EBay for a second time the Task Group was ordered
to the Central Atlantic for anti-submarine operations. During the course
of these operations the HOWAFD was detached and ordered to steam eastwards
independently until contact with the U.S.S. SAVANNAH (CL./2) was made, after
which it m to retire to the west and rejoin the Tagk Group., This opera-
tion was completed on the 25th of February. On the 27th of Felwruary the
Task Group retwrned to the East Coast. After the usual availability the
HOWARD rejoined Commander Task Group 22,1 in Norfolk, end left there om the
27th of March for anti-submarine operations in the Nerth Atlantic, During
theges operations the Task Group was joined by Task Growps 22,13 and 22.5
to form a barrier acroes the estimated track of o number of Cerman subma-
rines, said to be on their way to the East Coast. This particular
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operation was quite successful, altheugh this ship did not have the good
fortune to be in the areas at the time when successful contacts were made.
During this trip the Task Group put into Argentia, Newfoundland, on tlo
different occasions, The HOWARD was at sea as a unit of the anti-sulmarine
barrier when word of the German swrrender was received on the 8th of May
1945. ahm-ﬂvt.hammrmﬂrmm.lmm to return to the
States, the carrier proceeding to NHorfolk and the escorte to New York,

The HOWARD then enjoyed ten days of rest and recreation in New York,

On the 9th of June 1945, after having participated in sulmarine exer-
ciges in the Block Island Sound and carrier qualification exercises with
the U.S.S. MISSION BAY gouthwest of Nantucket, the HOWAFD was ordered to
the Charlestom Navy Yard, Poston, Massachusettis, for an extended availa-'
bility in preparation for transfer to the U.S. PACIFIC m. Commander
Elwer C, PORELL, U, S, Naval Regerve, relieved Commander E, W, YANCEY, U.S,
Navy as Commgnder Escort Division NIGE on 25 June 1945,

Upon the completion of svailability om 30 June 1945 the HOWARD pro-
ceeded to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for intengive refresher training., This
training was completed on the 18th of July and the ghip then departed for
San Diego, California via the Pansma Canal. On the 21st of July, the
U.5.8. DOUGLAS L, HOWARD reported to the Commander in Chief, U.S. PACIFIC
FLEET, for duty.

After leaving San Diego, Californis, the HOWAKD arrived at Pearl
Harbor, Oghu, T, H,, on the 8th of August 1945. On the 5th of August
Iieutenant Mgurice B, BAKER, Jr., U,S, Naval FReserve, relieved lieutenant
Conmender John T, PRATT, Jr,, U.S, Ngval Feserve, as commanding officer,
While at Pearl Harbor the ship participated in lnti-lu't!:nrim firing and
calibration exercises. While the HOWARD was at Pearl Harbor, word was re-
ceived that the Japanese goverrment accepted the Allied surrender terms.
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FACTUAL HISTORY OF THE
U,S.5. DOUGLAS L, HOWARD (DE138)

-

The U.S.S. DOUGLAS L, HOWARD (DE.138) was built by the Consolidated
Steel Corporation, Shipbuillding Division, Orange, Texas, and was Eﬁcad in
cemmission on 29 E'uly 1943 with Lieutenant Commander Gordoen D, sy Uy 8
Naval Regerve, in command, After the usual acceptance trials this vessel pro-
ceeded to New Orleans, Louisiana for completion of outfitting, :

On the 20th of August 1943 the HOWARD grrived at Bermuda, British
West Indies, for a shekedown period. Fullminéhahukadm and period for over-
haul and repairs at the Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, this
veggel reperted to Commander John H, FORSHEW, U, S, Navael Regerve, Commander
Egcort Division NINE, in Norfolk, Virginia, This ship became flagship of the
division, which was attached to the Atlantic Fleet,

: The HOWARD'S first operational eruise was as a unit of Task Group &5
escorting UGS.20, sailing from Hampton Roads to Casa Blanca, French Morocco, and
varieus ports in the Mediterranean., This trip was completed without incident,
and after an availability at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, New York, and a short per=
iod of training in Casco Bay, Maine, the reported for duty on the 4th of
Depember 1943, agein to Task Foree éﬁ, which was assigned to eseort Convoy UGS«
26, During the availability Lieutemant W, F, STOKEY, U, 8, Ngval Regserve, re=-
lieved Lieutenant Commander Gordon D, KISSAM gs commanding officer, The eﬂﬂ?ﬂr
was escorted to Casa Blanca, French Moroeco, without incident as was the return-
ing section, GUS.25, :

The third operational cruise was made in company with Task Foree 65
escorting Convey UGS-32, which left Hampton Roads on the 3rd of February 1944,
Again the gection of the Convoy escorted by the HOWARD went to Casa Blanca
French Morocco, After returning to New York with Convoy GUS.31, the m,
together with Escort Division NINE, reported to Commander Task 6rm:p 21,16, in
the U.8.8, CORE (CVE.13), Thie task group left Hampton Rosds on the 3rd of
April 1944, and was to operate in the North and Central Atlantic as an anti-
submarine killer group, These anti-gubmarine operations were carried out for
the next two months, after which this task group was disbanded and the escort
division proceeded Lu New York for an availability, During this availability,
a combat information center and HF/DF equipment were installed.

On the 11th of June 1944, the HOWARD reported to Commander Task Group
22,6, an board the U.S,S. WAKE ISLAND (CVE.65), and shortly thereafter got undors
way for anti-sulmarine operations, During this cruise a submarine was sighted on
the surface about ten miles on the Task Group's port beam and the HOWARD and
U.8.,S. FISKE (DE-143) were detached to investigate and attack. Contact was mado
by both vessels almost simultaneously and the FISKE yas turming in for an attack
approach when it received a torpedo hit on the port gide amidships, which caused
it to break in two and sink shortly thereafter, The HOWARD, meanwhile, made
soveral hedgehog and depth charge attacks on either the submarine, which had
torpedood the FISKE, or what might have been a second submarine in the vicinity,
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but with no results. Thege attacks were hampered to a certain extent by the
presence in the water of the survivors of the torpedoed ship, which was only
1,000 yards from the HOWARD at the time of the eaion, gperatim: with the
U.5.5. WAKE ISLAND were coneluded on the 15th of % 1944 end the HOWARD
then proceeded to the Brooklyn Navy Yard, New York, for another availability,
On the 29th of August Licutonant John T, FRATT, Jr,, U,S, Naval Reserve, re-
1ieved Lisutenant Commander W, F, STOKEY as commanding officer. On the 7th of
ggtubar 1944, Comander E, W, YANCEY, U.S, Navy, relieved Commander Jehn H,
as Commander Escort Division NINE,

On the 8th of September this ahig.ﬁ in com with Task Oroup 22,1,
cﬂluﬂdﬂr T ur [l Glptﬂiﬂ "Tl Ei RUHS ¥ E- « YAVY, in the “ls!s"l
MISSION BAY (CVE.59) tock departurs from Hampton Roads for anti-submarine
operations in the South Atlantie, The original order called for intensive
practice maneuvers with a friendly submarine off Bermuda, B, W, I,, but because
of a sovere hurricane this order was changed and the group proceeded ito Dakar,
French West Africa, for fueling, Shertly after leaving Dakar and during the
course of searching oporetions, a radar contact on an unidentified target was
made and evaluated as a sutmarine, From the 28th of September, when the contact
was made, until the Bth of October 1944, planes from the U.S.S, MISSION BAY and
ships of Egcort Division NINE made an aﬂrmag thorough search of this fartieu-
lar area. On 30th of Septembor the U.S.5, and U.S.S. DOUGLAS L,

HOWARD were soarching about six miles south and one mile west of the original
contact when tho FESSENDEN reported a good seund contact. 4 minute later the
FESSENDEN fired her 7.2 projoctor charges and reported an explosion which was
felt bty personnel on the HOWARD, Further indications of successful attack were
received, includinf immense quantities of oil, which covered the area for several
days afterwards. (This attack was later mssessed as a possible kill), On the
12th of October the U.S5.S., DOUGLAS L. HOWAKD crogsed the equator, when Neptunus
Rex and his party initiated a very large pereentage of offiecers and men into the
MMygteries of his Domain", The HOWARD was then en route to Bahia, Brazil, South
Americs, in company with Task Group 22,1, The Task Group left Behia on the 19th
of October and procecded in a southeasterly direction carrying out anti-submarine
gweops with aircraft frem the carrier en route, No contacts of any kind were
roported, and on the 30th of October the Task Group entered Cape Town, Union of
South Africa, where all hands spent an oxtremely enjoyable four days., From Cape
Town the group returned te Recife and from Reeife back to Norfolk and New York,

On the 12th of Decomber 1944, the HOWARD Jeft New York and proceeded
to Now Londen, Comnecticut, for anti-subnarine exercises and firing exercises.
On the 17th of December, this vessel reported to Commender Task Group 22.1,
Captain J, R, RUHSENBERGER U.S, Navy, in the U.S.S. MISSION BAY (CVE.50), The
Tagk Group was ordercd to 'Suantnnmu éaar, Cuba, for a period of refresher train-
ing, whieh lasted until the 16th of January 1945, when it left for Jacksonville,
Flerida, to participate in carrier qualification exercises. These exercises wer
conducted from the 224 of January until the 7th of February 1945, at which time
the Task Group wes ordered back to Guantaname Bay, Cuba, for further refresher
training. Almost immodiately efter arrival at Guantanemo Bay for a seeond time
the Task Group was ordered to the Cemtral Atlantic for anti-sulmarine sperations
During the course of these operations the HOWARD was detached and ordered to
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stedn eastwards independently until contact with the U.S,S, SAVANNAH (CL.42) was
made, after which it was to retire to the west and rejoin the Task Group, This
operation was comploted on the 25th of February, On the 27th of February the
Task Group returncd to tho East Coast, Aftor the usual availability the HOWARD
rejoined Commander Task Group 22,] in Norfolk, and left there on the 27th of
March for anti-gubmarine operations in the Nerth Atlantic, During these opera-
tions the Task Group was joined by Task Groups 22,13 and 22,5 to form a barrier
across the estimated track of a nusber of German submarines, said to be on their
wey to the East Cosst, This particular operation was quite successful, although
this ship did not have the good fortune to be in the areas at the time when suc=
cessful contacts were mado, During this trip the Tasgk Group put inte Argentia,
flewfoundland, on two different occasions. The HOWARD was at sea as a unit of the
enti-gutmarine barrier whin word of the Gorman surrender was received on the Bth
of May 1945, Shortly thereafter Task Group 22.1 was ordered to roturn to the
States, the carrier proceeding to Norfolk and t'c escorts to New York, The
HOWARD then enjoyed ten days of rest end recreation in New York,

On the 9th of June 1945, after having participated in submarine exer=-
cigses in the Block Island Sound and carrier qualification exercises with the
U,5.8, MISSION BAY southwest of Nantucket, the HOWARD was ordered to the Charles~
town Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, for an extended availability in gra ratio
for transfer to the U,5, PACIFIC FLEEf, Commander Llmer C, POWELL, U, S, Naval
Regerve, relieved Commander E, W, YANCEI, U8, Navy ag Commander Egcort Division
NINE on 25 June 1945,

Upon the complotion of availability en 30 June 1945 the HOWARD pro-
ceeded to Guantanamo By, Cuba, for intensive refresher training, This training
wae completod on the 18th of July and the ship then departed for San ﬂifgg,
HOWARD reported to the Commander in Chief, U.S. PACIFIC FLEET, for duty.

After leaving San Diego, California, the HOWARD arrived at Pearl
Harbor, Oghu, T, H,, on the Bth of August 1945, On the 5th of August Lieutenant
Maurdce B, Bﬁlﬂ:ﬂ, Jr,, U8, Naval Reserve, relieved Lieutenant Commander John T,
PRATT, Jr,, U, S, Naval Reserve, an commanding officer, While at Pearl Harbor
the ship participated in anti-submarino firing and calibration exercises, While
the HOW was at Pearl Harbor, word was received that the Japanese government
acceptod the Allied surrender terms,




U.S.S. DCUTLAS L. HOWARD (DB138)

The U.S.5, HOWARD arrived at Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands,
September 3, remaining at anchor there until September 25 with the
exception of four short operational and training cruises.

On September 25, the HOWARD got underway for Kusale, an island
in the Caroline group, arriving there the next day. At Kusaie were
the U.S.S. SOLEY (DD707) and the U.S5.S. RICKETTS (DE-254): the lat-
ter needing fuel and supplies, departed on the HOWARD'S arrival,
returning Octeober 1. In company with these ships and with the APc
95, which arrived September 29, the HOWARD assisted in administering
control over Japanese troops, naval personnel and civilians remain-
ing on Kusaie, The HOWARD also aided military government personnel
in their work with the native inhabitants of the island. The SOLEY
and RICKETTS departed from Kusaie finally on October 13, The Japa-
nese hospital ship, MS HIKAWA MARU arrived off Kusaie November L to
evacuate a portion of the Japanese military and civilian personnel
located there, departing the next day,

. On November 15, the HOWARD was relieved by the U.S.S. FARQUHAR
(DE-139) and departed for Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, arriving
there November 16, and leaving with Commander Task Group 96.3 aboard
on November 21 for Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands, where she
arrived November 22, -



