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ACTION REPORT OF USS GILLIGAN (DE-508) for 12 JANUARY 1945,
PART I,

1. This action report is the result of an attack on this
vessel by Japanese planes in Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, Philiipine Islands, on
12 January, 1945. Al times used are Item (=9), On 12 January, 1945,
this vessel gained radar contact on an enemy aircraft at a distance of twelve
miles, and continued tracking it in to a distance of less than one=half mile
at which time it appeared out of the clouds and headed dirsctly for this vessel,
firing it%s machine guns in a strafing attack ss it ceme in, The plene was
identified, tentatively, as a Japanese twin engined bomber, type Betty, and
all guns opened fire immediately. At about 100 yards from the ship, the
plane burst into flame, veered aft slightly, and at 0658 crashed into the
ghip in the vieinity of the after 40 MM mount, causing fire, extensive danm=
age and personnal casualties, At 0728 contact was gained on another
enemy plane, distant three miles, 0730, a Japanese plane tentatively iden=-
tified as a Val, was sighted in the vicinity of the USS SUESENS (DE=342), which
had already taken the plane under fire, This was about 5000 yards distant.
The plans appeared to pass over the SUESENS ag if driven off by their gunfire
and turned as if to dive on this vessel, 0731, opened fire on the plane
which then circled back toward the SUESENS and went into a dive, crashing
aft on the SUESENS at about 0732, Shortly after, the air was clear of bogles
and the action was completed, While the fire power of this vessel was re=-
duced materially by the resultant damage, it%s operating ability was not im=
paired and it proceeded under it®s own power and continued to carry out it'%s
regular duties,

AT

Seeadler Harbor, Manus, on

2. (a) This vessel gor
an amphibious assault in the

31 December, 1944, to carry out operation

Lingayen Culf area. For this operation this vessel was assigned to Escort

Division 69, Commander I, C. FHIFER, USN, Our particular assignment en

route to the objective was as a unit of Transport ABLE Screen, TU 79.11,.1,

Captain R, H, SMITH, USN, This screes was a part of Taek Group 79.1, Rear

Admiral I, N. KILAND, USN, and Task Force 79, Vice Admiral T, S, WILKINSCN, USN,

Transport Group ABLE proceeded without incident to the vicinity of the Fhillipine

Islands where on January 6, 7, and 8, the convoy was under air attack at various

timen. This vessel was in a position to open fire twice. On one occasion,

8 January, there were 3 - 4 Japanese planes only about 2000 yards from our AA

acreening station, astern of the convay, but they were being engaged and shot

down by the CAP so fire could not be opened, On the same day, another Japanese

plane passed overhead prior to attempting a suicide dive on the HMAS WESTRALIA

and fire was opened, result unknown, due to the large amount of AA fire from

the convay, On 9 January, S=Day, this vessel after the initisl approach,

was detached and took station 60 in the Screening Flan (Ses appendix I, Annex

1, CTF 79 Attack Plan A=305=44) and began an A/S patrol under command of

Commander Escort Division 69, Commander T, C, PHIFER, USN, in the USS SUESENS

(DE-342).  From this time up to the date of this action report air alerts

were numerous morning and evening,  Smoke was used te cover the transport

area as on air defense, and this seemed to protect that area, but bring the

attacks in our direction which was about ten miles outside the transport area, ¥

On the morning of 10, 1945, about 0711 a Japanese plane dove into the

USS LE RAY WILSON(DEs in station 61, about 4000 yards to the west of this

vessel, On 11 January, 1945, a plane was obgerved diving on the USS SIGOURNEX

(DD=643) in rader picket station #1, about 5000 yards to the east of this vessel.

The plane sither missed or was driven off by gun fire, but it was apparent by

this time that the Japaness, fyustrated by the smoke in the transport areas, 2.
2
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ACTION REPCRT OF USS GILLIGAN (DE-508) FOR JANUARY 12, 1945t page 2,

were concentrating on the A/S sereen which stretched out in a single line and
ships spaced two miles apart, rendering it particularly vulnerable,

; (b) The mission of this vessel, doctrines, plans, assump-
tiona, were as set forth in CANF 17=44, and CTG 79.1 Attack Order A=701=4i.
The only assumptions determined after arrival at the objective area was that
the screen had become an objective of suicide plane attacks, It was also
determined that the attacks would develop from the Vest in the morning, and
from the East in the evening, thus silhoustting the ship against the light
horizon and rendering the approaching plane difficult to spot until it was
within short range, It was olso determined that the favorite time of
attack and most likely to succeed was in the beginning of morming twilight
and the end of evening twilight,

(c) On the morning in question, 12 Jonuary, 1945, the
GILLIGAN was patrolling station 60, the USS HERBERT (APD-22) in station 61,
the USS BLACKWOOD (DE=219) in 62, and the USS OBERRENDER (DE=-344) in station
63, The HERBERT had taken the station formerly held by the LE RAY WILSCN
(DB=414) struct by a sulcide plane crash on 10 January, 1945, and the BLACKe
WOOD had relieved the SUESENS (DE-342) dus to Sonar trouble, and the SUESENS
was patrolling an inner A/S screen, parallelling the main screen but about e
mile inside. The true line of bearing of the screen was 075°¢  The coast
line on both sides of the gulf ran generally at right angles te the patrol
line,

(d) The enemy planes encountered were not positively
identified. The one which dove into this vessel was definitely twine-
engined , and examination of the domage and measurements taken, indieate a
minimp wing span of 81 feet which 1imit 1tVs clmssification to either a
Betty or Nell, All evidence points to a Betty of which several had been
seen in the viecinity, The second plane was single engined and tentatively
identified as a Val (see action report of USS SUESENS (DE-342) for more posi=
tive identification as this plane dove into that vessel). The planes,
while not operating together, were evidently in the same vieinity, or the
gecond was attracted by the explosion and flames caused by the suicide dive
of the first, Plane mmber one, the Betty, made it%e approach from the
West, low ond fugt coming in just forward of the starboard beam through an
overcast sky, a low cloud ceiling, and taking advantage of the cover to
close this vessel which was silhouetted against the light eastern horizem,
Plane mmber two, the Val, approached from the Northeast from the direction
of high land nasses, but when seen by this vessel wos at medium eltitude,
about 2000 feet, good visibility, distance about three miles.

(e) The wind was from the Northweat, force 1, sea calm,
moderate northerly swells.,  Visbility at that time was very poor due to
geveral reasons. The sky was overcast with dark Altocumulus clouds, very
low, and Altostratus above %ﬂgm. It !:};J. the wi:rtzgizfug 12: ::mingttwi-
light, On 12 January, 1 morning twilight t locat gan a
0641 and the attack begen ot 0645,  Vhile the statement has been made that

the first plane a ched through low clouds, it is entirely possible that the

plane was in the clear all the way in but was not seen until close range, even

though all eyes and binoculars were trained on the bearing, due to poor visi-
bility, The fact that the plane passed over the A/S screen at low altitude
ﬂmhmﬁrdwhmnntuMmumMmMnrthw

vi ty. -

-
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ACTION REPCRT USS CILLIGAN (DE-508) for 12 JANUARY, 1945, Page 3s

PART II,
Chronological account of action. A1l times Item (zome «9),

At 0620 on the morning of 12 Jamuary, 1945, in anticipation of
the usual morning air atitack by the Japanese, all hands manned their battle
stations, All depth charges were checked to be sure they were set on safs,
propeller locks were placed on all torpedoss, and torpedo tubes were troined
outboard, A1l light ond heavy machine guns were cocked and magazines load=
ed, Breeches were cpen on the five inch guns with powder and projectiles
in the loading trays, fuses set to two seconds. All hands were checked for
camplete clothing, sleeves rclled down, shirts buttoned, and helmets on, Con=
dition ABLE was set. At 0622 M\ firing was observed in the direction of the
transport area which vwas covered by smoke screen. 0645 Combat reported a
bogie on SA rodar bearing 250° T,, distance 12 miles, closing. 0650 bogle
at 8 miles, bearing 310° T., closing,  All engines were ordered ahead full
- (20 knota)., The ship previously was on course 075° T., but was now swung
around to 220° T., to bring the bogie on the starboard beam and to allow the
maximu mmber of guns to bear, It was also planned, if the attack developed
into a sulcide dive, bty the use of high speed and heading toward the target

it might be possible to make the plane overshoot in the poor visibility,

0656 bogle 300° T., distance 4 miles, pip now visible on the SL surface radar,
indicating low altitude. From this point on the plane was tracked by the
P.P.1. scope of the SL surfoce radar and Gontrol was informed it was coming

in low and fast.  The relative bearings had been constantly relayed to

Gun Control and all pguns were loaded, trained on the bearing, and ready to
open fire on sight, Due to ense of reacding ranges and bearings from the
P.P,I, scope of the 8L, a steady flow of information wos sent to Conn, in-
dicating a steady bearing of about 290° T., with the range rapidly dropping.
The last radar range received shortly before sighting the plane was 1000 yards,
bearing Eﬂg" Ts 0658 sighted bogie, twin engined plane, bearing 280° T., our
eourse o All guns instantly opened fire without orders as the plans
headed gtraight for the ship, in an almost horizontal approach with it%s
nachine guns astrafing os it came in, At an estimated 100 yards from the

ship the plane burst into flome, seemed to swerve aft slightly and with it¥s
euns s8till firing ot 06584 crashed on the superstructure deck in the vieinity

of the No, 2 /O MM gun and director. No maneuver to attenpt avoiding

action would have been of effect due to the short interval between sighting and
crashing, There waos only o slight shock felt as the plane struck but ine
stantly thare was o tremendous explosion of gasoline covering the ship with
flames one hundred feet high from the torpedo tubes all the way aft to the
fontail and the maim-deck aft wos covered with blazing wreckage, This

large fire was inmedintely attacked by the repair party while an inspection
was begun below decks for possible underwater or engineering damoge. A

TBS call was transmitted for medical aid and for rescue of suwrvivors in the
water, Commonder, Escort Division 69, in USS SUESENS (DE-342), without
wolting for this transmission was oalreody standing toward us, Speed was
reduced to 15 knets. By 0715 the fire was under control and wreckoge
cleared from the main deck and it was possible to make an estimate of demage
ond personnel caswalties, It wns determined that there was extensive

donmage aft above the nain deck, with the 40 MM battery and director complete=
1y disappeared, This battery had continued to fire up until the time the
plane crashed directly into the nuszles of the guns, ¥hen the resultant
flane and emoke sleared away there was not the slightest sign ef gun, directer,
nownt, or anmunition stowage left. y&ﬂrmmafmmlafm 4
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battery, director, and torpedo tubes remained, and he was found on the main
deck in a dying condition, with one hand gone, multiple fractures and numerous
burns and lacerations, The majority of men on the port side K guns anpd aft
20 MM guns were badly burned, 0724 stopped long enough te receive aboard
doctor from USS GOLDSBOROUGH (APD=32), which due to the landing craft carried
and special launching gear, wes able to put two boats into the water quickly:
one with a doctor and one for rescue of survivors, At 0728 Combat reported
bogie 010° T., 3 miles. A1l engines ahead full, 20 knots, steering 290° T.,
leaving behind boat with two survivors which had been approaching, 0730
sighted bogie bearing 020° T,, distance 5000 yards, already under heavy fire
from USS SUESENS (DE=342) in that vicinity, This ship opened fire with all
guns, Men who had been burned remained at their stations and continued to
nan their gquna, The plane appeared to be driven off by the SUESENS' gunfire
end circled end seemed to start a dive toward this ship but after a short
approach through heavy AA bursts from our batteries went into a steep dive
eircled back and at 0732 crashed into the USS SUESENS (DE-342), (see SUESENS?
action report for mere detailed information). The SUESENS guffered only
superficial damage and required no assistance, except medical aid which this
vessel could not furnish, so at 0732 returned to rescue boat and received
aboard two survivors, and continued patrel,

PART I1I,

1. The ordnence equipment funetioned perfectly and without
any easualties of any nature, The men had the plane on fire prior to
hitting the ship and with better visibility on the first attack so that fire
could have been opensd earlier, it is believed they would have prevented
it reaching the ship. For AL defense, the No, 1 five inch pun is controlled
by the bridge directer in full autematie, the Ne. 1 40 MM is controlled by it's
own director, Ne, 2 J0 MM and No, 2 five inch are controlled by the after
director in full autonatie, A1l directors were Mark 51, 5% ammunition
wos alternately Mk 18, fused at two seconds, and Mk 32,  Fire disclpline
was perfect and in the case of No, 2 40 MM was outatanding,  These men
had been drilled in the doctirine of continued shooting until the plane dis=
intagrates as the only method of stopping a suleide plans attack. The fact
that they eontinued firing until the plane crashed into their gun speaks
for itself, The fgllowing amrunition was expended:

ZTotal
5/38 Caly, = = = = == 14 rounds
WM e o vreeaeae 06 rounds
W= >-ew-- s = 475 rounds

NOTE: The expenditure of 40.MM smmunition does not take into
account the expenditure of ammunition by No. 2 40 MM, Sines this gun,
anmunition stowage, and the entire erew were lost there is no way of knowing
how nany rounds were expended on the first attaek. A breakdown of ammunie
tion expended by attacks is na followat

Heo. 1 _Attock Ho. 2 Attack
57/38 Cal, 1 Rd., 50/38 Cal, 13 Rds.
4O MM 24 9. (not counting rdas, 40 MM 72 Rde.
fired by #2 40 M,) 20 MM

240 Rds,
20 I 23’ Rds. 5'
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24 One regrettabla incident in the first attack occurred
when a man, who has not been found, presumably one of the range~finder
operatore pesing the plane heading directly towards the bridge and being under
fire from the plane's machine pguns, lenped from the range-finder platform dire
ectly upon. the main battery director operator's back, knocking him off his
feot ond throwing the director conpletely off the target, This accounts
for the low expenditure of 5"/38 ammmndtion in the first attack, plus the
fact that since the plone was pighted at lsgs than 1000 yards and closing ot
200 niles per hour, the time available for firing was extremely limited,
only about eight seconda,

34 As stated previously, the fire was accurate and effective,
the first plame being set afire, cnd it is possible that the plane veered and
struck aft due to the fact that the pilot had already been killed by cur gun fire.
It is believed thot the second plene wes hit by one of our 5% bursts in the
wings and nmumerous obgsrvers, inclading the gunnery director officer who was
spotting with binoculers, substantiates this and cloims that dmmedintely
aftervard the plono picked the neorest chip and dove on it,  However, as
the USS SUESENS (DEe342) wos firing at the same time it would be rather
dui:‘r_ﬁ.enlt to ascertain definitely that the burst was fired by any partie=-

PART IV,

1.  Qur Battle Domage:

(2) The following items were carried away cemplete, including
shieclds, wiring, stowage, leckers, ete,

1) No, 2 (twin) 40 MM gun, gun mount and base.
2) No, 3 Mork 51 director, director atand,
3) Standard compess and binnnele,
5) All radio antennae
EG Screened speed light.
Two 1 MC spenkars,
(8) Back stays for nast,
(9) Two floater nets and yacks
[10 One torpede impulse charge locker
11) Two tool ond spare parts lockers for 4O MM and torpedoes
(12) A1 stanchions and 1ife lines on superstructure deck
aft of frane 103

(b) The following items were sxtensively denaged beyond repair.

(1) Torpedo crane hoist,
(2) Torpedo tubes (control mechanisn),

(c) The following were extensively danmaged and require either
major repair or rcplaemt,.. !
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(1) Entire deck house and superstructure deck from
fromes 103 to 127 (frames bent, bulkheads crumpled,
insulation destroyed, steam n.ms woter lines broken,
decks ripped open, electrical lines and fuse boxes
destroyed or damaged, ventilation systenm and blower
damoged; hot water heater damaged).

(2) Fire control system for nmain battery and heavy
machine gun aft,

(3) No. 2 5 gun mount,

(4) Depth charge impulse locker, port.

(5) Three wntertight doors and scuttles,

(6) Dannge control shores ond squipment aft,

2.  Epemv Bottle Donoge: When the plane hit the ship
it oppeared to completely disintegrate, at least no part larger than aeveral
square inches could be found after the explosion and flames hod subsided, The
entire superstructure was sprayed with small bits of cast aluninup, bits of
the aluminwm plating, but nothing elsa, The force exerted in a horisqntal
plane evidently nnrr;od everything over the side of the ship. Due to this
lack of wreckage it i1s imposaible to tell how much domage was caused by

gunfire prior to the crash,

There were two Japanese in the plare, 411 observers
were in agreement onm this point,  One upper half (frem the waist up) was
found of a Japanese man, but the other body was not found after the crash,

PART V,

Both 8A and SL radar functioned perfestly through the
attack and gave accurote bearings and ranges, All guns were trained on the
bearings obtained from the SL rodar and no time was lost getting om the target,

The enetry's tactics wers of a standard pattern and
highly succesaful, Almost invarinbly the eneny planes would waoit until
too lote in the evening for our planes to be in the air, or would come over
too early in the nmorning before our planes arrived. At such time viasi-
bility was very poor and a fast nmoving plans hard to spot. In the attack

the LE RAY WILSON (DE=414) ond in the attaek on this vessel the planes
fron the same direetion, the dork western herison at the beginning of
twilight and placed their targeta against the light eastern horizen.
ttacks the planes cone in very low in a horizontal run.

It is not believed that any tactic with the exception
of smoke would be eof any value in defecting such attack, Even with tre-
mendmaﬂnpuurrmm'thitmtmenn'tuummmﬁnmﬁ
aptap for the of this yessel have paver heeh ccmpleted, due to
of certain equipment being allotted. The efficieney of smole to prevent
this type attack was evident in the transport oreas, Aftey personally ob-

828
iF

of this eormand that smoke is the best protection, a well directed CAP the

next beat, and gunfire least dependable, m.mummm:m|

ships assigned to our A/S screen in Lingayen Oulf were attacked and hit by
7

i Sl o i T L e ek -
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sulcide plane tactics, It is believed that if the sereen had been afforded

the protection of smoke the resulting casualties would not have cecurred

and that the ships would have been able to carry out their patrols just as

efficlently since all ships were radar equipped and could have kept station

g emw search just as well during the critiecal periods each morning
ave *

It is recommerided that this vessel be allotted the quad
40 MM alyeady suthorized for this type 5" gunned WCT type DE, The extra
fire power might have prevented the casualty, It is realized that each
gommanding officer has his own idecs but it is desired to express the be=
1ief that in the type duty the DE will do and is doing in the Pacific, air
sttack will far outnumber any other type of above surfoce action, It is
recormended that the torpedo tubes be removed as wns the case of the DE's
sent to the Meddterranean and that four additional single 40 MM guns bo added
to the armament in that location, It is 2also recommended that the radar
fire contrel for the 40 MM batteries, partly installed, be completed,

The fact that our torpedo tubes werc trained outboard
prior to the beginning of the action proved it's worth in that qur tubes
struck by the plape and training eontrol janmed. If damoge contrgl
required jettlsoning of torpedoes this would have been possible,

One depth charge, Mk, IX. was cut open by the crash
the explosive charge seattered over the deck on the port side., The
powder was washed over the side, the pistol removed franm the charge, and
thep the depth charge itself was thgown overboard,

The requirement that all hands keep fully clothed and |
wear Kopok 1ife jackets is credited with the prevention of many more easunle |
ties. In numerous coses, nen's sleeves were burned out of their shirta
but the main parts of their bodies were wnburned due to the protection afford-
ed by the Enpok jacket, More men were hit by shrapnel but the frage
penta folled to up‘:n-tmh the jackets. The insistence and demand that
all hands weor Kopok type jacket can not be too highly recomnended.

An omusing sidelight was the Jopanese press news
listened to regularly by the erew, The Tokyo announcer statad that on
12 Jamuary in Lingayen Gulf an Anerdcan battleship had been struck by their
specinl air attack corps and sunk, The crew would have liked to consider
it a2 cooplinent to the GILLIGAN but renlized it only as more propoganda.

EE;

PART VI,

The perfornance of the radar operators and the Combat
teon throughout the pericd under air attack was highly commendable, Upon
no occosion did an enemy plane approach without warnings being given, The
alertness of the SL surfoce redar operator to immedintely spot & low flying
plane and toke over the tracking from the SA helped tremendously in getting
an aceurate picture,
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The medical department rendered cool and efficient
treatment pending arrival of a doctor and met the problem of mumerous
battle cagualties in a capable and highly satisfactory marmer,  Only cne
man died of wounds during the time the casualties were aboard ship, and
the cases ranged from bullet and shropnel wounds to amputations and multis
ple ecopound fractures and third degree burhs.

The performance of the orew was highly cammendable
and in keeping with the highest traditions of the naval service, The
repair parties pronptly met the emergency and controlled danage and removed
wreckage in a short time, isclating and cutting out all broken electrical
connections, stesm and water lines, The fire was fought and brought under
eontrel with weter fronm fog noszles, At the pame time the ship was atill
under imminent air attock, at battle stations, and a second attack did de=
volop But at no tinme was military effielency with the exeeption of
the loss of fire power coused by the complete loss of the after 40 MM battery.
Several gunners were burned by the sproying gasoline but remainad nt their
stations and fought off the second attack,  Particularly outstanding was the
conduet of the No, 3 director and No, 2 40 MM gun orews, These crews,
under the direction of the assistant gunnery officer, Lieutenant W, K, STEWART,
U. 84 N. Ryy; delivered a lorge volume of fire at the enemy and even when it
was opparent that the plans would crash directly into their statioms, they

E

fighting
privilege to be able to command men of such ealiber,

§ Ared
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(1) KAlled in Actiops

LAMB, Nash Larve, Slc, Ve6 USMR, 555 61 56.
(2) Died o

FOOLE, Edgar Qdell, Slc, V=6 USNR, 892 94 30.

(3) Miasing in fotdop:

STMMEROUR, Robert I 82c, V-6 USHR, 893 13 51.
mm:,mn.ruuph,im -2 URIR, 403 €8 49,
Tugh Dorsey, S2c, V=6 USHR, 893 17 35,
ﬁmm irthur, Sic, V-5 USIR, 802 55 93,
mmm BM20, V-6 USNR, 618 19 51,
KANE, Clarence mmn Tm,v-ém 857 45 14.
ARCHIE, Thomas {mmn), StM2c, v-&m, 557 13 19,
CHOMAN, John (rem), CTM(AL) , USH, 28 28
SIIVER, Joln Joseph, CM3c, V-6 m 33 99
MBDAY, Arthur Bruce, Gi3, V-6 USNR, 878 16 96,

(4) Hosnded ns o Pemult of opney gotion:

STEWART, W1liom Kirk, Licutenant (D), UBNR, 128220,
RAINGHE, Iouis Orlando, S2c, V-6 USHR, 808 29
MALEWICH, Edward Ghnrlu 821: V-5 USNR, 820 37 06,
BOTTALICO, Tadzim (n), mau{:r:] V.6 USNR,
CORDARY , Eorl “rancis, S2c(RY), V-6 WONR, €01 55 62,
ADAKS, Poroy Frorkldn, 826, Vet USHF SR, 833 €1 92,

by m% 320, V-6 M, G4 5293
RESTIR, b8 701, Sae, ¥-b AR, £96 €5 90,
INDIRSON, Joseph ceeh Slo, Vo6 GUR, 828 57 71,
e R

080, ’ ’ .
HUTGHESCN, Henry Donold, Slc, Ve USHR, 637 97 14,

§

33 55

C. E, BUIL, It. Cendr,, USHR,,
Cornanding,

19
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DESTROYERS, PACIFIC FIRET
DESTROYSR BSQITADRON TWENTY-IWO

SAMMI/

FC4=22/416=3
Serialy 024

C=O=li=F=IuDeE=l=T=I=i=L

TS S S S S e S —

FIRST EVDORSELENT to
€0, USS CILLICAN (DB508) oonf, 10 February 1946.
1tr, 412/serial 110

Froms The Commsnder Destreysr Squadrem TWINTY=TWO.
Te 1 The Cermander=in=Chiel, United States Fleet.
Via 1 (1} Cemmander Task Ferce 79. (Cem3rdrhibFer).

(2) Commander SEVENTH Plaat.
(3) Commander-in=Chisf, US Peoific Fleet.

Subjects Action Report, submissien of.

| S Forwardad,

Copy toi
CemDesPasc
USS GILLIGAN

(Jk) =~ h 7 0780 "



Fe Yo FE25/A16=3(3) THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE J3=6/3n

Berial

©

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER
f.'l-s

%6 JUN 194!
CONFIDENTIAL

SHoD BLEsRmY to
CO, USS GILLIGAN (DE=508)

confs 11-'-1'-, m, ser, 110
of 12 Jamuary 1945,

From: Gng;anda;g%hird Amphibious Force (Commander Task
rce .
$ Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
3 (1) cnu;ndar 8 h Fleet (Commander Task Force
T1)e
(2) Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area,

To
Via

Subject: Action Report - Submission of,
1, Forwarded.
24 The following comments are submitted:

Page 6, Part ¥V, third paragraph.

Sereening vessels were stationed cutside the smoke
cover to prevent torpedo and low level bombing planes, small
boats and swimmers from approaching the area unopposed,

Page 7, Part ¥, fourth paragraph.

Removal of torpedo tubes and the substitution of
LOmm guns would greatly augment the AA defense of this type of
ship.

T. §. WILKINSON.
Copy to:
ComDesRon 22
€O, USS GILLIGAN

7. 0780
Lgary:
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THIRD ENDORSEMENT on:
T0, USS GILLIGAN (DE-508)

Conf. ltr., serial 110,
dated 12 January 1945.

From: Commander Seventh Fleet.
To : Coumander in Chief, Tnited States Fleet.
Subject: Action Report - Submission of.

Reference: (b) Buships 1tr. C-DE/S74-1(8lL), dated
1, November 194i.

1. Forwarded.

2. The stationing of the screening vessels outside
the smoke soreen is considered sound.

3. With regard to the statements in paragraph i,
Part Vv, of basiec letter, this command concurs in the recommen-
dation’ that euthorized installations of fire control equipment
be completed. Reference (b) muthorizes the removal of torrado
tubes from WGT type DEs.

L. Attention is invited to paragraph 7i Part v, of

basic letter, in which the wearing of the Kapok life jacket is
oredited with preventing casualties. This precaution should

never be neglected in combat zones.
Fpr o Husiho—

Copy to: THC3, 3., COMBY
Com3rdFhibFor Ohief of Stiaf:
ComDesRon 22

CO, USS GILLIGAN (DE508)
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