
DECOMMISSIONING
uss WABASH (AOR 5)
Long Beach Naval Ship Yard
September 30, 1994

Gary
Typewritten Text
           Contributed by Ralph Harris



DECOMMISSIOhIING CERBMONY

Each unit of the Navy holds two unique cerremonies during the course of its existence. The
commissioning ceremony bears the promise for a bright future. The decommissioning ceremony,
signifying the end of an era, honors all of the men and women who have given so much to fulfill
and surpass the aspirations of those who stood in the comrnissloning cer€mony. This ceremony
is not prescribed specifically by Naval regulations. Custom has established that this
decommissioning ceremony be formal and impressive - a solemn occasion on which we pause to
reflect upon the rich heritage of this ship and the United States Navy.

COMMISSIONING PENNANT

The Commissioning Pennant is believed to date from the 17th century, when the Dutch
were at war with the English. The Dutch admiral hoisted a broom at his masthead to indicate
his intention to sweep the English from the seas. The gesture was answered by the English
Admiral who hoisted a horsewhip, indicating his intention to subdue the Dutch. The English
emerged victorious and since then, all nations have adopted the narrow "Coachwhip" pennant
as a distinctive mark of a warship.
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CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

A MESSAGE FOR THE OFFICERS A\ID CREW OF
USS WABASH (AOR 5)

As you prepare to decommission USS WABASH
(AOR 5 ) , f congrratulate current and former crew
members on your historic conuributions Eo our
nation's security. It is always difficutt to bid
farewell to o1d friends, but each of you can Eake
just.ifiable pride in your accomplistrments
througrhout WABASH' s distinguished career.

For over two decades, WABASH crews have
served their country with distinction. She was
one of the first U.S. Narnf ships to rescue
Vietnamese refugees and part of Ehe first battle
group sent to the Indian Ocean to support ihe
Iranian hostage crisis in 1980. She has received
many awards including the Battle Efficiency oEu

Award five times. WABASH also received many
commendations which include the 'Joint and Nar z

Meritorious Unit Commendations and other campaign
medals.

Today's ceremony is not the final call of USS
WABASH's journey. Your ship's memory will live on
in the hearts of all those who served, and in the
hearts of freedom-lovingr people around the world.

A/)' \r 6-61cv ---
J. M. BOORDA
admiral, U. S Nawy
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COMMANDER NAVAL SURFACE FORCE
U.S. PACIFIC FLEET

15 August 1994

Dear Captain Chamberlain,

Congratulations and best wishes to your crew as they prepare
WABASH for her decommissioning on 30 September 1994.

WABASII has enjoyed a long and prestigious career beginning on
her 20 November 1971 commissioning. After nine extremely successful
WESTPAC deployments, including the first deployment of a Battleship
Battle Group; winning of the National Defense Transportation Award
in 1980; and most recently the award of the Battle Efficiency "E"
during the past two evaluation cycles, WABASII has received many
accolades over the years. Your crew has been a constant source of pride
and professionalism for myself and all Naval Surface Forces in the
Pacific Fleet.

WABASII is retiring in a most prestigious manner. As WABASH
decommissions, she does so with distinction and honor. "Fair winds and
following seas."

DAVID B. ROBINSON
Vice Admiral. U.S. Naw

Captain C. W. Chamberlain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer
uss WABASH (AoR s)
FPO AP 96683-3027
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uss WABASH (AOR s)

'A transfer of total responsibility, authority
and accountability from one indiuidual to
another indiuidual."

COMMAI{DING OFFICERS

CAPT R. T. CHRISLER
CAPT G. E. JACOBSSEN JR.
CAPT A. T. ASHURST
CAPI G. E. ELIE
CAPT J. W. RYAN
CAPT R. P. ]LG
CAPT P. R. WOOD
CAPT G. D. O'BRIEN
CAPT J. T. MATHENY
CAPT D. J. POWERS
CAPT D. J. WRIGHT
CAPT G. E. RUD
CAPT S. P. DUERMEYER
CAPT C. W. CHAMBERLAIN

November I97I - September 1973
September 1973 - January t975
January 7975 - March L977
March 1977 - August l-978
August 1978 - January 1980
January 1980 - July 1981
July 198L - January 1983
January 1983 - July 1984
July 1984 - July 1986
July L986 - February 1988
February 1988 - August 1989
August 1989 - February 1991
February 1991 - February 1993
February 1993 - 30 September 1994

OFFICERS

LCDR C. W. Cunningham - Executive Officer
CDR S. A. Castillo - Supply Officer
LCDR H. B. Schirmer - First Lieutenant
LCDR J. G. Roark - Chief Engineer
LCDR R. J. Tucker - Operations Officer
LT J. M. Chatfield - Chaplain
LT E. E. Maehirang - Administrative Officer
LT N. J. Carlevato - Medical Officer
LT D. P. Carstens - Second Division Officer
LT D. W. R€inhardt - Auxiliaries Division Off.

LT J. J. Snare-S-B Division Officer
LTJG R. L. Malachi-EMO
LTJG S.J. Robb-Communications Officer
LTJG W. A. Bowling-lST Division Officer
LTJG J. D. Van Gorp-Stock Control Officer
LTJG S. W. West-CSO/CICO
LTJG W. J. Jackson-Weapons Officer
IJIG C. D. Alexander-DOA
ENS L. G. Ward-Main Propulsion Asst.
CWO2 R. S. Wessling-Ship's Bos'n
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COMMAND AT SEA
THE PRESTIGE, PRIVILEGE AND BURDEN OF COMMANI)

by Joseph Conrad

"Only a seaman realized to what extent an entire ship reflects the personality and ability
of one individual, her Commanding Officer. To a landsman this is not understandable and at
times it is even hard for us to comprehend, but it is so.

A ship at sea is a different world in itself and in consideration of the protracted and distant
operations of the fleet units, the NaW must place great power, responsibility and trust in the
hands of those leaders chosen for command.

In each ship there is one man who, in the hour of emergency of peril at sea, can turn to no
other man. There is one alone who is ultimately responsible for the safe navigation, engineering
performance, accurate gunfire and morale of his ship. He is the Commanding Officer. He is
the ship.

This is the most difficult and demanding assignment in the Navy. There is not an instance
during his tour as Commanding Officer that he can escape the grasp of command
responsibility. His privileges in view of his obligation are almost ludicrously small;
nevertheless, command is the spur which has given the Navy its great leaders.

It is a duty which most richly deserves the highest, time-honored title of the seagoing
world...CAPTAIN."

uss WABASH (AOR s)
A SHIP RICH IN HISTORY

WABASH is the fourth ship of the fleet to bear the name. The first WABASH was a forty'
gun wooden steam frigate commissioned August 18, 1856. She served with distinction during
the Civil War Battles of Charleston, Port Royal and Fort Fisher. The second WABASH was
built as a German cargo ship, which was later taken by the United States when America
entered World War I. She was commissioned USS WABASH February 9, 1918, and served with
distinction during WWI as a convoy ship. The third WABASH was commissioned May 10, L943
as a gasoline tanker. This WABASH also served with distinction, seeing combat in both World
War II and the Korean Conflict.

The latest WABASH follows a legacy that represents a challenge to which she has lived up
to admirably. She too has served with distinction during the Vietnam Conflict and Gulf War.
More recently she made two consecutive clean sweeps of all warfare awards and won the coveted
Battle Efficiency rrErr. It does not get much better than this. If there should ever be a fifth
WABASH, she will be hard pressed to match the exploits of her four predecessors.
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Personnel transfer using tensioned highline to USS SHILOH (CG-65)

One of WABASH's CH-46 Sea Knight Helicopters conducting Vertical Replenishment
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THE INSIGNIA

The shield, symbolic of defense, alludes to the WABASH as an element of
our national defense system. The colors blue and gold are traditional to the
U.S. NaW. The flaming torch and star at center are adapted from the flag of
the State of Indiana wherein are located the Wabash River and the City of
Wabash, the ship's namesakes. The river, main waterway of the state, is
symbolized by the white wavy bar. The City of Wabash, with the distinction of
being the world's first electrically lighted city, is indicated by the two lightning
flashes in chief. The pierced stars or spur rowels in the base commemorate the
exemplary service of three previous ships of the name WABASH throughout four
national emergencies; the Civil War, World Wars I and II and the Korean
Conflict.

The seahorse amidst waves of the sea is symbolic of a ship with the rigorous
mission of performing her services while on the high seas. The "Bravo" flag
alludes to her main function of underway refueling. The colors blue and gold
are those of the Ntrry, and blue, gold and white are also used on the flag of the
State of Indiana. The white diamonds on the blue collar refer to the meaning
of the Indian name Wabash, "water over white rocks", and the number of
diamonds indicate she is the fourth ship to carry the name WABASH.




