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THE LOSS OF THE RODGERS

A THRILLING STORY OF DISASTER
_ ITROM THE ARCIIC SEA.

FUTILE EFFORTS TO SUBDUE THE PFLAMES
— HOW THE MEN WERE SAVED—HOSPI-
TALITY OF THB NATIVES,

WASHINGTON, June 21,—The Acting Secre-

tary of the Navy has received a dispatch from
Lieut. R. M. Berry, commandinz the Rodgers,
whioh was destroyed by fire in 8t. Lawrence Bay,
dated at Camp Hunt, Eteelan Island, North-east
Siberia, Jan. 7, 1882, as follows:

1 have the honor to report that at 8:45 A, M., Nov.
30, 1881, a fire was discovered In the fore hold of the
Rodgers. undernedth the donkey boller room. The
crew went quietly and 3uicklv to thelr stations;
the hatches were closed, and two streams were
soon playing, one from the steam-pump worked by
the donkey boiler and the other from the deck
force-puimp, but owing to the tullness of thos hold
and large quantity of smoke it was impossible to
reach the fire. Ina féew minutes after the fore
hateh was partially opened to admit the two
streams of water. So much smoke was escaping
that the men at the nozzies had continually to be
relieved, and the fireman at the donkey boiler
could not remain at his post. The door to the
gonkey boller room Wwas closed and the deck
opened above, by which means the fires wers
Kept up. The connection to the main botlers,
which had been broken to prevent the pipes freez-
ing, were made, the boilars pumped up. and fires
started. The Babcock fire-extinguisher tvas dis.
charged through an auger-hole over the fire; the
Mead light oll was removed from the sail-room,
and the powder from the magazine placed over
the taffrail, to be thrown overboara or
put in the boats. as necessary. Measures were
taken to prevent the fire from spreading aft, but to
no avail, and it soon became evident that to save
the ship was impossible, and all efforts were di-
reoted to gaving the people. This was difficult, as
the young ice was of such consistency as to make
it impossible to force a boat through it even
sufficiently far to clear the burning ship. An
attempt was made to beach the vessel, but
the wind fell light and +we moved hardly
at all. The ship would not mind her belm
and was carried by the ice and tide between Lutke
Island and the low spit, takine the ground about
500 feet from the latter., Ineffectual attempts were
made to flood the ship and to run a line ashore
with a boat, but she could not be forced her own
length from the ship. The next attempt
was made with a skin boat, which succeeded
in conveving a deep sea line on shore, by which
a larger line was hauled on shore and made fast.
to a piece of driftwood. The boats were warped
asshore, but the process was attended with o mueh
difficulty that wo were compelled to deesert the two
rear boats. Befors the last two boats left the ship
at 11:45 P, M., the fire had broken through the fore
hatch, and before the boats reached tkte shore at 2
A. M, Dec. 1, the fire had extended the entire length
of the ship. Soon after the line bent to the stream
anchor was burned In two, and the ship, much to
my surprise and chaprin, was swept out of the
harbor by the ice, destroying all hope ot saving
anything more from the wreck. She was last seen
in the morning of Deec. 2 still burning and well up
in the harbor. The crew lost nearly all of their
clotl.ivg, and the officers lost a laree portion of
theirs. The official records were saved,

After gettihr on shore the men were too much
fatigued to attempt constructing a shelter, but
slept out in the open air, wearing blankets. Opeun
water made its appearance along the beach At

daylieht, and the boats were launched and
headed for the native villace of Nuniagmo,

but were driven back by the ice, and they
were compelled to remaln another night in
a violent snow-storm. The following morn-
inr two natives, who happened to be on the
ship at the time of the fire, returned with other na-
tives and all the sleds of the village and invited us
to take up our guarters at their houses, which in-
vitation was accepted, leavinge a party in charge of
our boats and stores, and Lthese were subsequently
taken to the village. The party was subsequently
divided vp among the {our viilages in the vicinity
of St. Lawrence Bay, The villagers were kind and
their houses comparatively comfortable. The
catch of walrus is good, and we are in no danger
from hunger or disease. We also hope by trading
to have all the party vroperly clad by the last of
the moy,th.

I hav® been unable todetermine the orizin of tho
fire, but think that it was most probably caused by
the heat of the donkey boller, charrine and firing
the deck underneath, as it wasr there that the fire
broke out. The following articles were stored in
that part of the hold, viz.: Lime juice, pemmican,
beef, pork, rice, beans, sugzar, moluasses, pickles,
vinegar, ranning gear, and a8 large hemp haw-
ser, which was evidently burning when the
fire was first discovered.as there was a strong odor
of smokse from tarred hemp. Nonhe of these articles
are, I believe; subject to spontaneous combustion,
The steam-pipes for heating the ship all ran be-
tween decks with the exception of the escape-
Elpe. swhich ran down In the hold, but as the steam

ad made the round of the ship before entering
that, it could not have caused the fire. Separated

from the fire-hold by a bulkhead was the main
hold. containing only screened anthracite coal.
The hold had not been entersd by any one for more
than two weeks.

The officers and men counld not have deported
themselves better, and quiet and order prevailed
throuzhout. I propose engaging one of the whal-
jng fieet, as soon as theyv shall arrive next Summer,
to take the party to St. Michael’s, and then engsge
passage on the Alaska Commercial Combany's
steamer to San Francizsco. The intention of search-
ing tl.e coast for information concerning the Jean-
nette and missing whalers will not he abandoned.
and 1 have slready learned from the natives that
there is an ample supply of food =aslong the
entire coast; so, should any of the missing
parties reach the eoast, they will be in no
danger of want of food. Owing to the continuous
gales and rough water, It wwas impossible to exe-
cute my intentton of building a bouse on shore
and landing a larze portion of stores. One month's
provisions, a portion of the trade articles, nearly
all the guns, all the ammuanition, excent the shot,
ot which we saved two bags, and a smali amount
of clothing, were saved: nor could we have taken
11_'1l1ltlch more in boats bad we been mble to reach

em,

1 regret that I could not send this report soaner.
but all efforts to get a guide to Nishue Kolymsk, or
even o messenger to communicate with this station
without using mvy own dogs, which at that time I
could not spare, were unavallipg. 1send this re-
port by Mr. W. H. Gilder, pay olerk, who wiil re-
port in person to the department with all dispatch
and mail at the nearest Post Office a copy of this
report. R. M. BERRY,

Lientenant United States Narvy,
Commanding Jeannette Relief Expedition.

In another dispatch bearine the same date Lieut.
Berry informs the department of gallant conduct
on the part of W. F, Morgan, Master-at-Arms, dar-
inz the fire. by his daring efforts for It8 suppres.
gion. He received Injuries which made neceaseary

his being placed under medical aid, and of which
he did not recover for two weeks. He rendered
bimself conspicuous, where, all dld their daty re-
markably well.

SaN Francisco, June 21.—The following
dispatch has been received from ~Port Townsend,
Washington Territory: * The steamer Idaho has
arrived from Sitka. She brings full reports of the
burning of the United States exploring steamer
Rodgers in St. Lawrence Bay and the rescue of her
crew. The revenue steamer Thomas Corwin ar-
rived nt Sitka on June 8 with the oMMcers and
crew of the Rodgers. The officers landed at
Sitka are: Master D, 8. Warring, exeou-
tive officer: Ensign G. M. S8tory, Passed As-
sistant Surgeon M. D. Jones, P -ssed Assistant En-
gineer A. V. Zane, and Assistant Surgeon J. D.

Costello, and 26 men, £l in good health, the latter

comorlsfug the same crew that sailed from San
Francisco, all told. Lient. A. M. Ber:y. command-
er of the Rodgers, accompanied by Engsizn H. J.
Hunt, left St. Lawrence Bay Deoc. 23 to sleigh the
Siberian coast in search of the Jeannette. On
May 13, 1882, Master Warring received a letter,
through the natives, from Lient. Berry, dated at
Keoymasa River, April 4, stating that he had heard
of the loss of the Jeannette and the landing of her
boats: that he should continue his gearch for the
survivors, and should pot return by way of the
Fast. He directed Mr. Waring to take his party
and make the best of his wav to San Francisco and

communicate with the Navy Department. The
point where the letter was dated was about half-

E’iav between the St. Lawrence and the Lena
vers.

At the time the Rodgera was burned she waslying
off shore about 2 mile and a half. The fire waa re-
ported at abocut 8:45 A. M. Everything was done
to save the ship. The fire was in the lower hold.
forward, and it Is probable thal the cause was

gpontaneous combustion, and the place where it
originated was so0 situated that it was next

to impossible to get a stream of water on
it. The officers and crew fought the flames
to no purpose. The fire gained so rapidly
that it became evident to her commander
that «ll attempts to save the shlp would prove
fruitless, so about 4 P. }M. the ship was headed for
the beach in hopes that by scuttling her sufficient
provisions might be saved to maintain the party
natil rescued. -Although from slx to eight feet of
water rushed into her fire-room, owing to coal and
timbers choking up the passuage, the -water
did not fiow forward to the seat of the
fire. The ship at this time lay about 250 yards
from shore, surrounded by soft slush 20 inches
thiok, too soft to land uoon, and yet too thick to
force boats through under ordinary ofrcumstances.
Fortunately, the sl4p wag provided with a skin
boat, by means of which the men were enabled

to carry a line ashore. At 10 P. M. the flames
proceeded so far aft that' it wags determined

to abandon the ghip. Up to this moment
the whole company was engaged in fighting fire,
throwing overbourd the combustible part of the
cargo, taking out provisions for the boats, &o.
But little success was had, however, in cecuring
the provisions. The condition of the ice was such
that it took until 2 A. M. of the following day to
land what could be saved. The boats were hauled
up and the whole party encamped on the beach
for two days, before any attempt was made to
communicate with the natives, who came down
with a few dredges to‘ assist the party
to their village, which was distant about seven
miles. Three barrels of flour and one of beans
and sugar; 1 tin of coffee and about 300 pounds of
pemmican and 75 of tobacco; 8 Remington rifles
with 5.000 cartridges, and some trade articles, an
all five boats, with a complete outtit were loaded.
The trip from the boats to the village was very la-
borious in the exhausted condition of the ship’s
company, it beinz over hills, with énow four feet
deep. The village consists of 11 huts, and thatribe
Aare ‘Tehanketchis, which inhabit all that
‘portion or North-eastern Siberia. 'The officers and
-orew were distributed amonﬁ differen habltt}-
tions, whera they settled down for a long Winter's
sleg ada?tlng emselves to the customs of say-
?ite. t eoon becamae evident that the snp?ly
of walrus meat of the natives was insufficlent Ior

auch @ large party, and Aredistel

bution of the men .

bechme neécessary among the different villages
along the conast, whith. was done within a
ranzd of about 85 miles. On the 4th of
Febroary Mastéer C. F. Putham, commanding
the supply depot at Cape Serdge Karmen,
arrived at the village with four sledges loaded
with pemmican and other ‘gt-'ovlsions for the ship-
wrocked party. he baving heard of the loss of the
ship through natives. He started on his return
trip to the depot in bad weather, and
was  overtaken by a -terrible gale of
wind, ‘with drifticg asnow, wheii two days
out, and was obliged to turn back, and in his
endeavor to reach the village on the southern
side of St. Lnwrence Bay, about 12 miles
from North Head, he hecame separated from his
native egcort, and not being able to cee 10 feet
ahead of him, was carried out to sea on an ice-flne,
Later In the day he was seen about seven miles off
shore, ahreast of the village. A vigorous attempt
was made to rescue him by four of the Rodgers’s
crew and two natives in a canoe. but owingto the
intervening 1 e they were unable to reach him,
and were obliced to put back after getting
threa miles from shote. This wag the Ilast
ever seen of Putnam. Master Waring,
leaving the ship’s party in charge of Ensign Story,
procured a sledge, guide, ana dogs and searched
the entire coast to Indian Point, and thence to
Plover Bay, and found not a trace of the unfortu-
nate officer. On the way down the coast four
dogs were identified as belonging to Putnam’s
sledge, One of them had a wound throush
his neck as if made by a pistol bullet,
under ecircumstances which are unaccount-
able. The conduct of the natives war reported
to be excellent and their humble hospltality pro-
fuse. Their provisions of walrus and seal were at
times very searce, and they often went svithout
food themselves to afford relief to the whites. The
Rodgors party subsisted entirely upon native food,
Bemmican being the principal thing reservad. it

eing found necessary to take it to the boats for
preservation. Ohly one notable instance of ill-
behaviar uvon the part of the natives a4 re-
corded. During the absence of Mr. Waring
on the Putnam search a turbulent chief,
with a band of followers from a neighboring
village, demanded the white imen’s provisions.
The situation was a critical one, but owing to the
sklil and decision with which Ensign Story handled
the case all danger of a collision was avoided, and
the marauding party were sent off hunerv. No in-
dications of scurvy made their apnearance until
Iate in February, when several officers and men
were the sut:ject of light attacks. When at Plover
and Marcus Bays Waring left with the natives a
letter to be delivered to any whalinz vessel which
might visit these places informing it of the condil-
tion of the shipwrecked crew. Capt. Owens, of the
steam whaler North Star, of New-Bedford, zot one
of theso letteérs and forced his ship through
the ive opposite St. Lawrence Bay. reaching there
on May &, antd ianiming his ship on the outer edge
of the ice so as not to be carried to the northward
by the largze floes of ice floating by. On the after-
noon of the 14th, when the party had suafely board-
ed the North Star, before leaving, Mr. Waring is-
sited to the natives all the unexpended trade
goods, provisions, rifles, aminunition, aud hoats, as
a recompense for their kind treatment. This was
eminently satisfactory to these harmless ereatures,
so that should a party of wrecked mariners ever
again he cast away in that vlcinity, they can rest
assured of a friendiy reception.

The officers and men all unite in speaking highly
of the generous efforts or Capt. Owens in effecting
their rescue. Previous to their being transferred
to the Corwin he offered to land them at Fort St.
Michael’s, Alaska, or &an Francisco. On the night
of the 14th, teing clear of {ce, at midnizht, the
goEwin appeared and all hands were trausfevre:d

0 her.
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