. Courtesy Frank Gerhardt
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UsSeSe STARR (AKA 67)
o/o Fleet Post Office
CONFIDENTIAT San Francisco, California
-t
AKA67/A12-1/bb 13 January 1945
Serial: 02
Froms The Commanding Officers
To 13 The Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet.
Subject: War Diary = 21 October 1944 to 31 December 1944.
Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.
le On 21 October 1944, the U.S.S. STARR (AKA 67) was commissioned

at Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, by the Commandant, SIXTH
Naval Districte Captain Guy Ee Baker, U. S. Navy, acting for the Commandant,
then delivered the vessel to Commander Frederick Oliver Goldsmith, U. S. Navy,
who published his orders, BuPers speedletter, serial: 422562, No: 124690 of

9 January 1944, ordering hin to command the vessel when commissioned; and
from 22 to 31 October 1944, inclusive, the vessel was engaged in conducting
sea trials and struoctural test firing.

2e On 1 November 1944, in accordance with the orders of the Commandant,
SIXTH Naval District the STARR departed from the Charleston, S.C., Area enroute
Norfolk, Virginia for duty with Commander Amphibious Training Force, U. S.
Atlantic Fleet, arriving in the Chesapeake Bay Area on 2 November 1944.

3e From § to 10 November 1944 the vessel operated in the Chesapeake
Bay Area in accordance with ComPhibTralant Ltr., serial: 04008, during which
personnel were engaged in practicing loading and unloading of landing boats;
general drills and gunnery exercises, after which the vessel proceeded to Navy
Yard, Norfolk, Va..

4. On 16 November 1944 the vessel left the Navy Yard for the Chesapeake
Bay Area to carry out the second phase of operations prescribed by ComPhibTralent,
and on 20 November 1944, returned to Norfolk, Va., mooring at the Naval Operating
Base, Hempton Roads; and reporting to Commander Service Yorce, U. S. Atlantic
Fleet for duty.

5e During the period 21 to 27 November 1944, the vessel was engaged
in loading cargo and on 28 November 1944 was assigned to Task Unit 29.8.1;
constituted by Commander Task Force 29; consisting of USS STARR (AKAE7), USS
AURELIA (AKA23), and escort, USS BAUER (DM26), Commander Frederick Oliver
Goldsmith, U. S. Navy, Commander Task Unit, in STARR« On the same day the Task
Unit departed Norfolk, Va., for the Panama Canal Zone in accordance with Com=
ServLant dispatch 271437; arriving on 3 December 1944, whereupon the Task Unit
was dissolved. The navigational positions during this passage were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000
29 November 1944  Lat. 33°02' N 31°48' N 29029" N
Long. 73°00' W 7893043' W 73042' W
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CONFIDENTIAL
AKAB7 /A12-1/bb
Serial: 02 13 January 1945
Subject: War Diary = 21 October 1944 to 31 December 1944.
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DATE 0800 1200 2000
30 November 1944 Lat. 26940' N 25029.5' N 2392645' N
Long. 74°15' W 74%10.5' W 74%22.7" W
1 December 1944 Piloting 19%30* N 17949 N
74%34* W 76%01* W
2 December 1944 Late 15°21.2' N 14923.4' ¥ 12°3845' N
Longe 77°38' W 78%17+4' W 79%07" W
Be Upon arrival Cristobal, Panama Canal Zone, the STARR proceeded

independently, transiting the Canal the ssame day; and upon arrival Balboa,
reported by dispatch to Commander in Chief, U. 8. Pacific Fleet, for duty.

(0 On 4 December 1944 the STARR departed singly from Balboa
enroute Fearl Harbor, Cahu, T.He On 17 December 1944 the STARR deviated
from route in accordance with Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier dispatch 171241
to search in area where Navy plane had orashed; beimg assisted in this search
by planes from Pearl Harbor; thereafter proceeding Pearl Harbor, arriving
18 December 1944+ The navigational positions during this passage were as

follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
4 December 1944 Piloting Piloting 08°19.9' N
79°30' W
5 December 1944 Lat. 07000.3' N  06255.2' N 06%7' N
LOIIS. 8105‘-3' w 82 59-1'" 8501806' W
6 December 1944 Lat. 07°50' N 07°59" N 08034' N
Longe 88°07.5' w  89%7' W 90°3647t W
7 December 1944 Late 09°40' N 10°01.3' N 10941' N
Longe 93°58.9' W  94055,1' W 97%03.2' W
8 December 1944  Late 11°40.6' N 12°Q0t ¥ 12°46' N
Longe 100 1448' W 101°15' w 103%35' w
9 December 1944 Lat. 13°35' N 14°%00' ¥ 14°26.5' ¥
Longs 106°29' W 107°30.4' W 109926.6' W
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CONFIDENTIAL

AXA67/A12-1/bb

Serisl: 02

Sub jects

DATE 0800

10 December 1944 Late
Longe

11 December 1944 Late
Longe

12 December 1944 Late
Longe

13 December 1944 Late
Longe

14 December 1944 Late

Longs
15 December 1944 Lat.

Longe
16 December 1944 Lat.

Long.

17 December 1944

18 December 1544

15°02.2' N
112949,9' W

16°37' N
118°06' W

l?°§3o9' N
1237 49.8' W

18065' N
125% 6e5' W

19935 N
154°57.6' W

209286 N
1409 143 W

21001' N
146%1 4.7 W

Crash Areea

Piloting

13 January 1945

15°%5.?' N
11371245 W

16°§8+2" X
118 3645' W

18°08.6' N
124049 W

19000t N
150017 W

18935 §
136°00" W

20028' N
141°22,.6' W

20°59.3' N
146°47.5' W

Londucting “Yircular Search in

Piloting

War Diary = 21 October 1944 to 31 December 1944,
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15953 N
11593245' W

17°00* N
12095148 W

1892745' N
126°41' W

19°1745' X
132°18.8' W

16°5848' ¥
137°39" W

20938 §
143019 W

2095543' N
148%45.2' W

21°11,.2' ¥
152°53.6' W

B Upon arrival Pearl Harbor STARR reported to AdComFhibsPac for
duty end further reported to Transport Division FORTY-FOUR, tc which assigned.

S From 18 to 25 December 1944 STARR was sugaged in discharging
cargo at docks; discharging being completed on 25 December, thereupon the
vessel shifted berth to moor with Transport Division FORTY-FOUR in Eest Loch;
shifting again on 30 Decemberl944 to a pier at West Loch to load cargo and
remaining there through 31 Decembers

L T ta O &

Frederick Qliver Yo

smifhe '[_,.._._ =




Ua Se Se STARR (5&-67)
o/o0 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Califorania.

AXA67/A12~1

Serial: 0201

CONFIDENTIAL

Froms The Commanding Officer.

To 3 The Commander in Chief, Us Se¢ Fleet.

Sub jecte War Diary = 1 January 1945 to 9 March 1945,

References (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.

1. At 0742, 1 January 1945, the STARR, having completed loading 8" cargo
ammunition consisting of 600 projectiles and 1200 rounds of powder, cast off from
a pier at West Loch and stood out of Pearl Harbor in accordance with orders of
AdComPhibsFPac. On the afternoon of the same day she joined Task Unit 12.1147 in
Mealaea Bay for preliminary training in advance of an official amphibious rehearsal;
this training continuing until 3 Janusry 1946; whereupon the STARR proceeded
independently to Honolulu, Oahu, TeH., where personnel of the 23rd Naval Construction
Battalion were embarked,

26 On 6 January the vessel departed Honolulu and formed up with Task Group
5111 proceeding to Maalaea Bay for further preliminary amphibious exercises; con=
ducting gunnery and tactical exercises enroute. Amphibious exercises continued until
9 January 1945; at which time upon orders of Commander Transport Squadron FIFTEEN the
STARR proceeded independently to Kahului Harbor, Maui, T.H., arriving the same day and
commenced loading combat cargos The loading of cargo continued until 12 Jenuary 1946
whereupon such loading being completed and personnel of the 62nd Naval Construction
Battelion embarked; she proceeded to join units of Task Group 5lell in Lahaina Roads,
Maui, TeHs, arriving at the anchorage the same day and reporting to Commander Transport
Division FORTY-FOURe

Se On 13 January Transport Division FORTY-FOUR, together with other umits
of Task Group 51.11, proceeded to Maalaea Bay for rehearsal of forthcoming landing
operations; and upon completion of this rehearsal on 18 January, Task Group 51.11
proceeded to port; the STARR berthing at a pler in Honolulu Harbor.

4e On 26 January 1945 the STARR proceeded with varicus other units of
Task Group 5l.11 to moor in Honolulu, arriving the same daye.

Ge On 27 January 1945 the STARR sortied from Honolulu Harbor with Transport
Division FORTY-FOUR which joined Task Croup 51.11 off Pearl Harbore. Upon completion
of forming up of all units, Task Group 51.11 set course for Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall
Islands; arriving 5 February 1945, exercising at tactics end gunnery enroute.
Navigational positions during this pessage were es follows:

112387




UuSeSe STARR (AKA-67) .
/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

AKA67/A12-1 12 March 1945

Serial: 0201

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: War Diary = 1 Januery 1945 to 9 March 1846.

DATE 0800 1200 2000

27 January 1945 Lat. 20°0847 N
Long. 166°34 W

28 Jenusry 1945 Late 19045t N 1994945 16040.,5 N
Longe 161941 W 162022 W 164021 W

29 Jenuary 1945 Let. 19018 N 1901345 N 18965 N
Long. 166943 W 1670276 W 168020 W

30 Januery 1545 Lat. 18014,5 N 18900 N 17042 N
Longe 17102445 W 172058 W 1740356 W

31 January 1945 Late 17°07 N 1790443 N 1604845 N
Longe 17790645 W 177068 W- 178%44 W

2 February 1945 Late 16°10.6 N 1595846 N 16927 N
Longe 177°932.2 E 176°40.5 E 175908,5 E.

3 February 1945 Lat. 14°39 T 14°1645 N 13952« 6 N
Longe 17203346 E 171951 E 168063 B

4 Pebruary 1945 Let. 13°06 N 12054 N 12°1¢ ¥
Longe. 167°06 E 166°31 E 164°30.3 E

6 February 1945 Piloting

6 on 7 February 1945 Task Group 5l.11 got underwsy for Saipen Island,

conducting gunnery and tactical exercises enrcute; arriving 11 February 1945, and
remaining in port until the following day; whereupon all units got underway for a
final rehearsal landing off Tinian Island, Marianas Group; upon completion of which

on 13 February the Task Group returned to anchorage at Saipan.

during passaze Eniwetok to Saipan were as follows:

Navigational nositicus

DATE 0800 1200 2000

7 February 1945 Piloting

8 February 1945 11056 N 12044.,2 N 12026 N
159929 E 158041 E 156°56.6 E

9 February 1945 1205644 N 13002 ¥ 13021 N
164927 § 16346 E 151047 B

vy




. Us Se S. STARR (A¥A-67) .

o/o Fleet Post Office
San Prancisco, California.

AKA67/A12-1 12 March 1946
Serial; 0201

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: Wer Diary = 1 January 1945 to 9 March 1945.

DATE 0800 1200 2000

10 February 1945 13950 N 13040.2 N 14021 ¥
149°36.8 E 148°33 E 147°30 B

11 February 1945 Piloting
Te On 16 February the Task Group left Seipan enroute Iwo Jima, Volcano

Group, erriving at 0625, 19 Februarys. The navigational positions during passege
were as follows:

DATE 0800~ 1200 2000
16 February, 1945 15026 W
144°54.6 B
17 February 1945 16932 ¥ 17014.2 X 18032 N
143°02.5 E 143°04 E 143004,5 B
18 February 1946 20027 N 2100944 N 22953 N
142933 § 142°21 B 141016 E
B Upon arrival 19 February 1945, the Task Force commenced emphibious

assault against Iwo Jima, and upon the same day the STARR received the U.S.S. SALT
LAKE CITY alongside to receive 8" cargo ammunition; the STARR receiving considerable
underwater damage from swells in the designated off shore area which caused both
vessels to roll heavily against each other; the cruiser's underwater body damaging
to some extant the frames in the engineroom; her superstructure causing further
demage to « boom and gun mounts. Discharge of ammunition was completed 20 February
1945 whereupon this vessel formed up with other units for night retirement in
eccordance with orders of Commander Task Force 51; night retirement being effective
each night until 26 February 1945, whereupon this vessel moved inshore to anchor
and commenced discharging carge as directed to various amphibious craft alongside;
continuous swells from the northeast causing damage to this end units aloangside as
they rolled egainst sach other during the unloading period. During period of un-
loading it was necessary for this vessel to shift berths several times in an attempt
to obtain more favorable unloading conditions. Unloading was completed on S March
1945, thereupon transferred all personnel of the 23rd and 62nd Naval Construction
Battalions, temporary duty asboard having been completed.



. Us Se S« STARR (AKA-87) .

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Frsucisco, California,

AKAGT AlZ2=1 12 March 1945
Serial: 0201
CONFIDENTIAL
Subjects War Diary = 1 January 1945 to 9 March 1945
9, On March §5 1946 in accordance with orders of Commander Task Farce

61, the STARR was designated a part of Task Unit 51.29.8 consisting of STARR
(AKA67), BENNETT (DD473), and WADSWORTH (DD516), Commander Frederick Oliver
Goldsmith, USN, in STARR, Commander Task Unite On the same day the STARR took
departure in compeny with Task Unit from Iwo Jima eurcute Leyte Island, Philippine
Islunds; arriving on 9 March 1245, whereupon Task Unit was dissolved and STARR
reportad to Commender Amphibious Group TWELVE for duty. The navigational positions
during passage were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000

5 March 1945 Piloting

6 March 1945 Lat, 2194845 N 20057 N 18953.8 N
Longe 140°19 E 140002.3 E 139°30 E

7 March 1945 Late 1790245 N 16931 N 16933 N
Longe 137909 E 138°11 E 134926.5 E

8 March 1945 Late 14°03.3 N 1393045 N 1293145 N
Longe 13195145 E 131°01 & 129915,5 E

9 March 1945 Late 10953 N Piloting

Long. 126°32 E

:-—[‘—- C)—eq.:o-v- o I 7 j..‘—

Frederick Qliver Goldemi
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UeSeSe STARR (AKA 67) . /_..._____
o/o Fleet Post Office RS N
San Francisco, California. - ——
AKAS7/A12-1
Serial No: 0220 12 April 1945
CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Commanding Officeres
To The Commander in Chief, U« Se Fleet.
Sub ject: War Diary = 9 March 1945 to 31 March 1945,
Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.
1. On 9 March 1945 STARR arrived Leyte lsland, Philippine

Islands, and upon reporting to Commander Amphibious Group TWELVE for duty;
Task Unit 514298 was dissolved; the STARR proceeding the same day to
designated anchorage in San Pedro Bay where temporary repairs to damage
incurred during Iwo Jima operation were undertaken by SERVRON TEN activities;
permanent repairs not being underteken due to lack of necessary dry-docking
facilities and the immediate need for this vessel on a forthcoming operation
as a replacement for the VIRGO (AKA 20); repairs continuing until 13 March.

2e On 13 March STARR proceeded to designated anchorage off DULAG,
Leyte Island, reporting to Commander Transport Squadron FOURTEEN for duty;
whereupon vessel commenced loading of combat cargo.

3e On 21 March, all loading was completed; the STARR shifting
berth the same day to S&n Pedro Bay to receive fuel from the A0 49 and pro-
visions from the PLATANO; such activities being completed on 23 Marche.

4. From 23 to 26 March STARR made final preparations for coming
operation while waiting further orders and on 26 March shifted berth, anchor=-
ing in assigned berth off RIZAL, Leyte Island with units of Transport
Division FORTY=-TWO to which assigned.

Se Due to the foregoing repairs and combat loading, this vessel
did not participate in rehearsals carried out by the rest of Transport Squad-
ron FOURTEEN, to which attached.

Be On 27 March 1945, Task Group 5le13.2, to which attached, got
underway for OKINAWA SHIMA, NANSEI SHOTO, exercising at gunnery in Leyte
Gulf, tactics and tracking exercises continuing as scheduled enroute. Until
March 3lst foul weather was experienced due to the proximity of several
cyclonic storms; moderating rapidly however on the 3lst when the Task Group
was less than twenty=-four ?24) hours from the assault objectives

118009 ' /



AKA67/A12-1

Serials

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject:

- .- . = - -

Te

DATE

27 March

28 March

29 March

30 March

31 March

cc: CincPac

12 April 1945

War Diary = 9 March 1945 to 31 March 1545,

The Navigationel positions during passage were as follows:

0800 1200 2000
Piloting 1003846'N
126909.5'E
120860*N 13017'N 14925'N
127940'E 127°67'E 128021'%
16°04'N 16940'N 17937'N
130°02'E 130033'E 131°12.3'E
19951'N 20023'N 21°26' N
132°17T'E 1310563'E 13094S'E
23°10'N 23033'Y 24°46'N
129027'E 129902'E 127053.5'E

TSN W) a\%grl




® s oo (AKA-67) .

AKAS7/A12-1 % Fleet Post Office
Serial: 0228 San Francisco, Calif,

1 April 1945
C=0=N-F=I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L

From: The Commanding Officer, | P "J’/
To ¢ The Commander in Chief, U,S, Fleet, | K .—-_%*-—»-_
Subject: War Diary = 1 April 1945 to 5 May 1945, K § ..

Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1945,

1, Upon arrival in the transport area, 1 April 1945, the Task Force
commenced amphibious assualt ageinst OKINAWA; the Starr moving inshore and
anchoring the same day in the inshore transport area, with other units of
transport division 42, and upon orders of COMTRANSDIV 42 commenced general
unloading shortly thereafter., At sunset the Starr formed up with designated
units for night retirement, returning to the same anchorage the following
morning,

2. On 2 April upon anchoring unloading was resumed until sundown when
Starr shifted to a desipgnated anchorage farther inshore; remaining in this
anchorage and unloading as boats and small ocraft were available until 7 April
when Starr again shifted to a designated berth to the north, unloading being
completed on 8 April, whereupon this vessel cmenced loading empty powder
cans from various designated units.

Se On 9 April at 0420 an enemy suicide boat attempted to ram the
starboard side, exploding prematurely and therefore only causing a minimum of
damage to this vessel, and no serious casualties.

4, On 10 April operations for this vessel were completed; the Starr
formed up as a part of Task Unit 51,29,12; the task unit taking departure the
same day for Guam,

b The navigational positions during passage were as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
10 April 1945 24958, 2N

1290038
11 April 1945  Lat, 22049'N 22003'N 20,37V TN
Long » 151000E 131°13'E 132034158
12 April 1945  Lat, 18947'5N 18923'N 17031'N
Long, 134905'E 134956E 136015'E
13 April 1945  Lat, 16°21'N 150421 5N 14053\
Long, 138032'6E 139°21,7E 140946'5E
14 April 1945  Lat, 13931'5N 13020'8N Piloting
Long,143009' 5E 143958'E

126037 g



C ﬁVFIDEVTI_ s . U.S.S. STARR (AKA-67)

c/b Fleet Post Office

31587/112-1 San Francisco, California .
Serial No: 1 April 1945
Subject: War Diary = 1 April 1945 to 5 May 1945.

6 On 14 April upon arrival at Guam, various units were detached;

the Starr and remaining vessels reforming in designated formation; proceeding
shortly thereafter to Pearl Harbor, Oahu as & part of Convoy 5.

7 The navigational positions during passege were as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
15 April 1545 Lat.12066'2N 12027'6N 12028'N
Long.147°28'E 1480256'E 150001'E
16 Agril 1945 Lat.12°931'N 12025'4N 12011'N
Long.152023'E 153020'E 155023'E
17 April 1545 Lat.11¢50'6N 11937'N 11923 'X
Long.1687°23'E 168°29'E 1569046'EE
18 April 1945 Lat.l1°07'N 11°02'N 10054 'N
. Long.162028'E 163°21'E 165°05'E
19 April 1945 Let.l0050'N 10945 '6N 10049' 5N
Long.167926'E 168925'E 169°58'E
20 April 1945 Lat.11°25'EN 11°38'7N 12°05'N
Long.172022'E 173°21'4E 175903 'E
1 9 «13010'N 3030'N 015'N
b L ﬁgﬁ;?wo:sevsg 178025158 H9s50ver
21 April 1945 Lat.185012'N 16032'N 16004 'K
Long.177025'8W 176030'W 1740391 5W
22 April 1945 Lat.16051'SN 17°09'N 17036'N
Long.171C54 "6 170066'W 1690]10'W
23 April 1545 Lat.17957'N 18009 5N 18046'5N
Long.166062" SW 165058 EW 164006'5W
24 April 1945 Lat.1§924'N 19016'N 19054 1y
Long.161°42.6W  160051'W 1680371 6W
8. Upon arrival off Pearl Harbor, Oahu,T.H.,on 25 April 1945, Convoy

S was dissclved; the Sterr proceeding thereafter with verious designated units
into Pearl Harbor; whereupon vessel repcrted to ADCOMPHIESPAC for duty; mooring
the same day in designated berth, East Loch.



. U.S.S. STARR (AKA-67) .

CONF IDENT IAL o/o Fleet Post Office
Sen Francisco, California
AKA6T/Al2-1 1 April 1945
Serial No:
Subject: War Diary = 1 April 1945 to 5 May 1945.
9 The Sterr remained in Bast Loch until 28 April; loading 137 tons of

cargo and embarking 13 officers and 18 enlisted passengers.

10. On 28 April 1945 at 1815 Starr proceeded indepently on duty assigned
in accordance with orders of ADCOMPHIBSPAC to San Pedro, California, Continental
United States.

1l. The navigational positions during pessage were as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
28 April 1945 Lat. Piloting
Long.
29 April 1945 Lat.22°l€'N 22035'N 23024'2N
Long«155°10'W 154016 &W 152031'2W
30 April 1545 Lat.24036'2N 24049 TN 259161 TN
Long.149055'W 148056"W 147001 5W
1 May 1945 Lat.26°1E'N 26029'N 27950'x
Long.144°13'6W  143°17'SW 141902680
2 May 1945 Lat«28°30'N 28959'N 29922148
Long.138022'W 137020 5W 135007(4W
3 May 1945 Lat 3001278 30029'N 31000'N
Long.132016'2W 131C1E'W 129000'W
4 Nay 1945 Lat.31°35'N 31°42'2N 32021°'N
Long.125037'W 124029'W 122014'W
5 May 1945 Lat. Piloting
Long.
12. On 5 May upon arrivel, Starr reported to COM 11, COMPHIBTRAPAC,

and CONWESSEAFRON, anchoring in designated berth Sen Pedro Bay California; and,
after all ship's ammunition was discharged into smmunition barge, Starr
proceeded to designed pier, Terminal Island, Sen Pedro, California, where re-
pairs and overnaul were undertaken by Bethlehem Steel Corp; such repeirs con-
tinuing until 26 May when vessel shifted to drydock remaining there thoughout

the remainder of the month. :
%ﬂw_‘-—l._ 00 \wau [
Frederick Oliver Gogé:;;éﬁ,

Commander, U. S. Navy,
Commanding.

cc: CinPac



AKAGT/AL6-3 U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)
¢/o Fleet Post Office

Serial: 0236 San Francisco, California
CoQ=lwFelal=B=N=T~I=A~L 2 August 1945,
Froms The Commandiug Cfficers
To 3 *  The Commander in Chief, Us S. Fleete
Sub jects war Diary for reriod 1 June 1548 to 31 July 1845.
Reference: (a) Comineh Zerial 7152 of 29 Cctober 1943,

le On 1 June 1045 having completed repairs to underwater body,

STARR left Bethlehem Steel drydock and shif'ted to pier #23¢, Terminal Island,
San Pedro, Californie, where repairs and overhsaul were continued.

2a On 2 June 1945 at 1330 (ZD#7) in eccordunce with Commender
Navel Operstin; Base orders NBEG/P16-4/00 serial F=5648-.FP, Commander
Frederick Oliver Goldsmith, Us"eNe, was detached from duty as Commending
Officer and was relieved by Lioutenant Commander Harold A. Moody, Jr., (DX),
UeSelieRe, a8 acting Commondin, Officers At 1615 the same day in accordance
with BuPers despatch 021704 of June 1945, Lieutenant Commander Harold A
Moody, Jre., (0i), UsS.isF., was detached as Executive Officer and reported
as Commanding Officer; Lieutecnant Chester E. Brailey, (D), U.SuNeR., was de=
tached as Navigator and repcrted as Executive Officer.

Se On © June, major portion of repairs and overhaul having
been completsd, STARI ot underway for post repair trial runs, completing
these satisfectorily the same day and returning to pier #2335, Terminal Island,
San Pedro, Celifornis, where minor adjustments and repairs were made.

Le Cn T June, STARR shifted to berth B=b, Sen Pedro Bay,
Celif'ornia, where ropairs were completed and ship'es ammunition taken eboard.

De On 8 June in accordance with Routing Officer, San Pedro,
Calif'ornia, 1ltr. serial 24036 of 7 June 1845 STARR sailed for San Diego,
California, arrivin: the same day and moorin; to buoys 40 and #41, San Diego
Bay, an Uiego, Californiaj reporting to COMPHIBSITAPAC for three (3) days
amphibicus traininge

G On 10 June 1845 shifted to berth X-15, Outer Harbor, San
Diego, and commenced amphibious exercises, completing same on 12 June. That
day LOV(P)422 sank when hoisting sling parted and hoisting pads pulled out;
no personnel casualties; returning to berth #204, Horth San Diego Eay same
day and reported to COTCPAC for two (2) days shakedowne

137930
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AKABT/A1E-3 . .

Serials: 0238

C~C=N=F=]l=D=5i-N=T=I=A-L 2 August 1945,
Subjects Wer Liary for feriod 1 June 1945 to 31 July 1945,
Te On 13 June 1945 in accordance with CT% 14,1 dispatch 130316

of June 1945 sailed on two (2) days shakedown during which time STARR conduct-
ed short range bettle practice, spotting practice, point of aim practice, day
battle practice, damage control drills, engireering casualty drills, first aid
fundamentals and drills, tactical exercises, flag hoist drille, recogniticn
drills, and antenna casualty drills. During surface firiu. practice at towed
target and free drifting target the following ammunition was expended:

4 rounds 5"/38 projectiles ELLP

12 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC

11 rcunds 5"/35 powder SPDN 5516

5 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 4502
336 rounds 40M: cartridge HEIT SIDN 6952
325 rounds 20MM cartridge HET SPoN 7415
649 rounds 20MM certridge KiI SFDN 7208

On 14 June STAR® returned to berth ;#204, North Sun “iego Bay, San Diego,
California.

Be On 15 June in accordance with orders of COMWESTSEAFRON
STARR ,steeminz independently ,sailed for San Francisco, Californie to load.
The navigational positions during passage were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000

————

Zone +7 time.

15 June 1945 Lat. 32033'X 32939.4'%  33959'N
Longe  117034'W 118950.4%  120°48.7'%
16 June 1945 Lat. 36944'N Filoting

Longe 122941'W

Je On 16 June upon arrivel STAFR reported by visual despatch,
162005 of June 1945, to COMTWELVE for duty, docking the same day at berth 1,
Redwood City, Californias

10. On 18 June commenced loading cargo, completing loading
on 22 June, '

11, On 24 June STARR shifted to berth 4, anchorage 12, San
Francisco Bay, Californise
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Serial: 0238
Ce(mlimfa]aDulim][nT==A=], 2 August 1945.

Subjects War Diary for reriod 1 June 1945 to 31 July 1945.
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124 On 24 June in accordance with orders of COMTWELVE, serial

03613 of 19 June 1945, STAKR, steaming independently, sailed for Guam via

‘niwetoke The navigetional positions during passage were as followss:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
24 June 1945 Late 37°%42'N
ZD(+7) Longe 123921 'W
25 June 1945 Lats 37°45'N 37%4245N 37 38'N
longe  127°09'W 128%261 % 131°25t%
26 June 1945 Lat. 37923 37°08'N 36%4945'N
ar(4e) Longe  135°15'W 136°36'W 129°0348'W
27 June 1945 Late  36027'N 36012' X 35°421X
Longe  142%6'w 144°12.5'W  146948'W
28 June 1945 Late 340841 N 34°39'N 34°gs'm
ZD($9) Longe 150 20'W 161 29'% 154 00'W
29 June 1945 Late  33°1545'N 33°0345'N  32021'N
ZD($10) Longe  157013'W 158017'W 160°2345'W
30 June 1945 Late 31°18'N 30°656.5'N  30°14.5'N
Longe  163°3145'W  164°30.5'W  156%26'W
(o]
1 July 1945 Lat. 29°67 5N 289271y 27 2942'N
Longe 169°21'W 170°34'W 172%48'w
2 July 1946 Late 26°0348'N 2503046'K  24°27'N
zD(#11) Longe 17593545'W  176°28'W 178917.8'W
At 0345 the following morning crossed International
Date Line.
4 July 1945 Lete 22053N 22012'N 20062'N
Longe  179901'E 178906'E 176908t E
5 July 1945 Late 19017.5'N 180441y 1793645'N
ZD(#12) Longe  173°31'E 172944'E 171°04t2




AKABT/A16=3
Serials 0238
C=0=N=F=1=D=5=N=T=I-A=L 2 August 1945,
Subjects War Diary for Period 1 June 1945 to 31 July 1945.
6 July 1945 Late 15°50'N 15919 N 14°08'N
Longe  188029'E 167945'E 166°10E
7 July 1945 Late 12°17'y Piloting
Longe  163°39'E
134 On 7 July upon arrival Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islends,

STARR anchored in Berth R=8, Anchoragze A

14, On 8 July Fleet Post Office LCM delivered cargo mail to be
delivered in accordance with instructions in re;istered letter, Navy #3237 of
8 July 19454 In the moming of the same day STARR was unable to get underway
due to broken throttle valve. In the afterncon of the same day, repairs having
been completed, STARR went alon:side tanker (YO 163) in Berth L-2, Anchorage A,
Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, to fuele Upon completion of fueling in
accordance with orders of Port Director, iniwetok, Marshell Islands, STARR sail=-

ed for Guam, steaming independentlye. The nuvigational positions during passage
were as followss

DATE 0800 1290 2000
8 July 1945 Late 11°16'N
zD(=12) Longe 161°%42,5'E
9 July 1945 Late 11%45y 11955 N 12019'N
Longe  158928'% 157°16.5'E  154958'E
10 July 1945 Late 1205445'N 13002.5'N  13020'}
zD(=11) Loage  151°47'E 150°42'E 148020'E
11 July 1945 Lets 13°%48'N Piloting
ZD (=10) Longe  145°13'%
15 On 11 July uvon arrival at Apra Harbor, Ginm, Marianas Group,

STAER anchored in Berth #501.

164 During the voyage between San Francisco, California, and
Apra Harbor, Guam, Marianas Group, the following incidents occurreda



AKAB7/A16-3
Serial; 0238
C=Q=N=F=I=D=E=N«T=I=A-L~ 2 August 1945,
Subjects War Diary for Period 1 June 1945 to 31 July 1945.
17, On 27 June 1945 Szcne $9 time) at 1618 a life raft was sighted

in latitude 35°53'N, Longitude 145 48'W and after close examination was identi-
fied as "Gallabee's" raft #1 with no persons abcard. The raft was destroyed
by gunfire after expending the following aamunitions

8 rounds of 5"/38 powder SFDN 6878

2 rounds of 5"/38 powder SPDN 5045

10 rounds of 5"/38 projectiles AAC
196 rounds of 40MM cartridges HEIT, SPDN 6952
40 rounds of 20MM cartridges HET, SPDN 7415
80 rounds ot 20MM cartridges HEI, SPDN 7206

184 On 28 June 1945 (zone ¢ 9 time) STARR commenced zig=zagsing in
accordance with plan #6 (FTP #183) and continued, except when the visibility was
very low or it was necessary to cease to clear other ships, until the final
destination was reachede.

19 On 29 June (zone ¢ 10 time) at 0830 two possible mines were
sighted about 1000 yards to starboard in latitude 33°14'N, longitude 157°21'W.

20, On 2 July 1945 (zone 4 11 time) commenced exercising at routine
dawn general quarters during which time firing practice, damage control dril’s,
and stsering casualty drills were helde These drills and periodic abandon ship
drills held at 1300 were continued until our destination was reached.

2le On 5 July 1945 (zone = 12 time) at routine dawn general quarters
the following emmunition was expended during drills:

2 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6878

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC

16 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPDN €925
12 rounds 20MM cartridges HET SPDN 7415
24 rounds 20MM cartridges HEI SPDN 7206

22 On 6 July 1945 (zone =12 time) at routine dawn genersl cuarters
the lfollowing ammunition was expended during drills:

2 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6878

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC

25 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPDN 6925
25 rounds 20MM cartridges HET SPDN 7415
62 rounds 20MM cartridges HEI SPDN 7206
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AKAGT/A163
Serials 0238

2 August 1945,

Subject: War Diary for Period 1 June 1545 to 31 July 1945
23. On 11 July 1945 (zone =11 time) st routine dawn zeneral gquarters
the following ammunition was expended during drills:

2 rounds 5"/38 powder SFDN 6878

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC

22 rounds 40MM cartridge HEIT SFDN 6952
4 rounds 40MM cartridge HEIT SFDN 8141
22 rounds 20MM cartridge HZI SPDN 7415
11 rounds 20MM cartridge HET SFDN 7206

for unloading.

244

On 12 July in accordance with Port lirector, CGuam, dispatch
111137 of July 1945 STARR shifted to emchorage /zana Bay, Guam, Marianas Group,

into U. S« Army DUKWSe

25e

2Be

In the afternoon of the same day commenced unloading cargo

On 19 July 1945 in the afternoon completed discharging carro.
Cargo meil was delivered in accordance with instructions in registered letter,
Navy 73237 of 8 July 1945 the same day.

On 20 July 1945 in accordance with orders of Port Director
Guam, STARR sailed for Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T. Hs, steaming independentlye The
navigational positions durinyg passaze were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000
20 July 1945 Late Piloting 12°95643'N
zD (-10) Long e 147°02'E
21 July 1945 Late 12038'N 12°36'N 12°14.5'N
ZD (=11) Longe 1499348 150°31'E 152936'E
22 July 1945 Late 11%7'N 11°43'N 11°31'N
Longe  155936'E 156°36'E 158032'E
23 July 1945 Late 11°50'N 11°15.5'N  1194445'N
Longe  161729'E 162°30.5'E  164°28'E
24 July 1945 Late 12%31'y 12%54'n 13%26'
ZD (=12) Longe  167°01.5'E 168°00'E 169957'E
25 July 1945 Late 14°11'Y 14039'Y 150021
Longe  172953'E 173956'E 175033'E

-



AFABT/A16-3 . .

Seriels 0238

m(wll=FeleDeE=llaT=I=A~L 2 August 1945,
Subjects War Diary for Feriod 1 June 1945 to 31 July 1945
DATE 0800 1200 ' 2000
26 July 1945 Let, 159421y 15056.6'N 182191y
ZD (#11) Longe 178922'2 179923'E 1780431
At 1428 crossed [n'rrastiocnzl Date Lines
26 July 1945 Lute 18°52'N 17°13'N 17°41'N
Longe 17594410 1740935\ 1720431
27 July 1945 Late 18°23.5'} 18036' N 19903,5'N
Longe 169935,5'W 168031,.,5'W  166025'W
28 July 1945 Late 19920\ 19021y 19937'N
ZD (+10) Longe 163932 1629351 W 160°23'W
29 July 1945 Late 20017y Piloting
ZD (#93) Longe  158°900'W
27« On 29 July 1945 (ZD#93) at 1300, STARR arrived at Pearl Harbor,

Oshu, T. He, and moored in berth C-5, East Loche, reporting to CincPOA and
AdComPhibsFac by visual dispatch 292215 of July 1945.

28e Between 28 July and 31 July STARR awaited orders to load.

29, “Yuring the passage Letween Cuam, larisnas Group, and Oahu, T« He,
the following incidents of note occurred:

304 On July 20, 1945 (zons =10 time) in the afternoon, STARR held
anti-aircraft firing practice consisting of "How" runs, "Uncle" runs and "Charley-

Tare" runs firing at a towed sleeve. ‘uring this practice the following:
ammunition was expended:

28 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC
19 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 5807
8 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 6878
1 round §"/38 powder SPDN 5045
1141 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPDN 6952
214 rounds 40MI cartridges IEIT SFDN 8141
1568 rounds 20MM cartrid:es HET SPDN 7415
3136 rounds 20MM cartridzes HEI SPDN 7206
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Serial: 0238

C=0=N=FeJ=D=E=N=T=I=A=L 2 August 1945,
Sub jects War Diary for Period 1 June 1945 to 31 Ji'ly 1945,
3le Upoa complotion of anii=sircralt firiig practice et 1307

(zone =10 time) the saue day, STARR comuenced ziz-zar iu; iu eccordeuce with
zig=~zeg plen j/6 (FTP 18%) -:¢ continued, except when it wes necessery to cease
to clear other ships, until the final destination wes reached.

32 On 21 July 1945 (zone -11 time) STANR commenced exercising at
routine dawn general quarters during which tine firing practice, test firing,
damege control drills sud instructions, and steering cesualty drills were held.
These drills and periodic abandon ship drills held at 1200 were continued until
the finel destination wes resched.

33 On 23 July 1840 at 0984 (joue =11 time) made lendfall om
sniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islends, bearing 052°(T), 185 miles distaut.

34 Oa 22 July 1945 at sunset (zone -11 time) lizhted dimmed rumning
lights including rerge light. These lights were lighted during hours of darkness
until Cahu, Te He was reachede

30 On 24 July 1945 (zone =12 time) at routine dawn ceneral cuarters
the followin: ammunition was expended during drills:

10 rounds 40MM cartridge HEIT SPDN 6377
6 rounds 4010 cartridze HEIT SPDN 7497

36e On 24 July 1945 at 1315 (zone =12 time) changed zig=-zeg plen
to zig-ze; plen 11 (Liagrems of 1940) and coutinued zig-usgging according to
the WIUS systems

37 On 25 July 1945 (zone $12 time) at routine dewn generel guarters
the follewing emmunition was expended test firing VT fuses, Mark £8. Reactions
werse above averagos

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC Special
rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 5607

—
™o

58 On 25 July 1945 et 1530 (zone $12 time) STARR was forced to
slow to 12 knots due to electrical trouble in #2 forced draft bLlcwer. At 1952
the same day standard speed, 15e8 knots, was resumed, the repairs to 42 forced
draft blower having been completed.



Serials: CUZoB

CONFIDENTIAL 2 August 1945,
Subject: War Disry for FPericd 1 June 1945 to Il July 1945,
359. On 26 July 194F at 1428 (zone $11 time) crossed the International
Date Lines At midnight the same day changed date to 26 July 1945 to conform to
west longzitude datee
40, On 2€ July 1945 (zone ¢11 time) atl routine dawn gerneral quarters
the following armunition was expended during drillse
17 rounds 20M¥ cartridges HET SPDN 7415
34 rounds 20M¥ cartridges HEI SPDN 7208
8 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPDN 6962
3 rounds 40MM certridges HEIT SPDN 8141
4l On 27 July 1945 (zone #11 time) at routine dawn cenerel quarters

expended the following ammunition during test firing:
6 rounds 40M. cariridges HEIT SFDN 7497
10 rouads 40MK cartridges HEIT SFDN 6952
15 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPDN 8481
1 round 40MM cartridges HEIT SPDN 6377



U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

e/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

AKABT/A16-3 31 August 1945
Serial: 0241
CoQm]]m ' Jou Do Gl o= T'ow T A L,
Frome The Commanding Officer,
To 3 The Commander in Chief, U, 8. Fleet,
Subjects War Diary for Period 1 August 1945 to 31 August 1945,
Reference: (a) Caminch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943,

1. Between 1 August 1945 and 3 August 1945 STARR awaited orders
to load,

2e- On 4 August 1945 STARR shift from berth C=5 to berth W-8, West

Loohe, Pearl Harbor, Oamu, T, H, In the afternoon of the same day, commenced
loading cargo, completed loading in the evening of 7 August 1945,

3. On 8 August 1945 at 1506 (ZD$9%) in sccordance with ComHawSes
Fron letter serial 01219 WJG/erl of 8 August 1945 STARR, steaming independently,
sailed for Guam,

4, The navigational positionsduring passage were as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
8 August 1945  Lat, 20°13,8'N
ZD(#93) Long. 157959, 5'W
9 August 1945  Lat., 19945,5'N  19%41'N 15°36,5'N
Long. 160°44'W 161°%39'W 163°51'W
10 August 1945 Lat. 19°904,5'n  18°52'N 18°31'N
ZD(#10) Long. 167°04,5W  168°07'W 170°10'W
11 August 1946 Lat, 17°46'X 17°36'N 17°14'N
ZD($11) Long. 173°%32'W 173°31,6'W 176036'W
12 August 1945 Lat, 16°30'N 16°16'N 15°33"N
Longe 179°52'W 179%07'E 176°49'E

At 0832 Crossed Intermational Date Line,

14 August 1945 Lat. 14°§9'E 14940 14%91y
ZD(=12) Long. 173°69'E 173°02'E 171°06'E

142303 - EJ



U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
AKA6T/A16-3 31 August 1945
Serial: 0241
CeQalwFaI=DeEel«T=I=A=L
Sub ject: War Diary for Period 1 August 1945 to 31 August 1945,
DATE 0800 1200 2000

15 August 1945 Let., 13°12'X 12°54"N 12°18™

Long. 168°11'E 167°13'E 165°03'E
16 August 1945 Lat, 11%48' 11°29'% 11°%a3y

Long, 162°07'E 161°10'E 159°11'E
17 August 1945 Lat, 12012,6'™1  12°30'W 12°45,6'N

Long, 156%20'E 155926'E 153°929,5'E
18 August 1946 Lat. 13°10,6'%  13°20'% 13%38'N

Long., 150°26'E 149°27'E 147°10'E
19 August 1945 Piloting

5e On 19 August 1945 (2D=10) at 0909 STARR arrived Apra Harbor,

Guam, Marianas Islends, and moored fore end eft to buoys in berth 18, and
reporied to CincPac by visual dispetch 182356 of August 1945,

6. Between 19 August and 21 August 1945 STARR ewaited orders to
unload.

Te On 21 August 1945 in the afternoon STARR shifted to dock Sub #1,
end commenced discharging cargo.

Be On 26 August 1945 (ZD=10) at 0100 STARR completed wnloading end
at 0600 shifted to berth #21, Apra Harbor, Guam, Marienas Group.

9. Between 26 August 1945 and 31 Aupust 1945 STARR awaited orders.

10, During the passaze between Oahu, T, H,, and Guam, llarianas Group,

the following incidents of note occurred:

11, On 8 August 1945 at 1720 (2D493) STARR commenced zig-zagging in
accordance with zig-zag plan #6 (FTP 183) end continued, except during periods
of reduced visibility and when it was necessary to cease to clear other ships,
umntil final destination was reached. At sunset of the same day lighted dimmed
running lights including range lights and continued burning running lights
during hours of darkness until STARR passed Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands,



U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
AKAST/A16-3 31 August 1945
Serial: 0241
Com0mll =P J«DeEwl«T=I=A=L
Subjeot: War Diary for Period 1 August 1945 to 31 August 1945,
12, On 10 August 1945 at 0615 (ZD$10) commenced exercing at routine

devm general quarters end continued until the final destination was reached,
During routine dawn general quarters STARR exercised et firing practice, damage
control drills and instructions, end steering casualty drills., Periodic abandon
ship drills held at 1300 continued throughout the voyage.

13, On 10 August 1945 at routine dawn general quarters, the following
ammmition was expended during drills:

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC

2 rounds 5"/38 powder SPIN 65607

8 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPIN 6952
12 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPIN 7497
5 rounds 20MM cartridges HET SPIN 7415
10 rounds 20MM cartridges HEI SPDN 7206

" 14, On 11 August 1945 (ZD}11) at routine dawmm general quarters the
following amunition was expended during drills:

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC
2 rounds 5"/38 powder SPIN 5607
12 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPIN 6952
12 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPIN 6377
13 rounds 20MM cartridges HET SPDN 7415
26 rounds 20MM cartridges HEI SPDN 7206

16, On 12 August 1945 (ZD$11l) at routine dawn general quarters the
following ammmnition was expended during drills:

2 rounds 5"/38 projectiles AAC

2 rounds 5"/38 powder SFIN 5607

22 rounds 40MM cartridges HEIT SPIN €377
6 rounds 40MM cartridzes HEIT SPDN 7497
12 rounds 40MM oartridges HEIT SPDN 8142
12 rounds 40MM oartridges HEIT SPDN 6952
34 rounds 20MM ceartridges HET SPIN 7416
68 rounds 20MM cartridges HEI SPIN 7206

16, On 15 August 1945 (2D=12) et routine dewn general quarters the
following emmmition was expended during drills:

3 rouwnds §"/38 projectiles AAC
3 rounds 5"/38 powder SPDN 5607
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U.S. S. STARR (AKA 67) REC, “Hi=T NO 70
¢/o Fleet Post Office i =
San Francisco, California
AKAB?/AIB-S 31 August 1945
Serial: 0241
CwOmlm]'e To Dow e} e T'om T A= L,
Subjects: Wer Diary for Period 1 August 1945 to 31 August 1945,
174 On 15 Aupust 1945 (ZD=12) at 1102 word was received by radio

from Washington, D, C, that the Japanese Govertment had surrendered unconditionally,
Ship's position at this time: Lat. 12958'N, Long. 167°28'E,

18, On 16 August 1945 (ZD-11) at 0638 made landfall on Eniwetok Atoll

bearing 200°(T), 15 miles distent,
% bt )i




U. 5. S. STARR (AKA 67)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

AFAB7/A16-3 30 September 2045
Serial: 0245
CONFIDENTIAL
C-0-t-E-I-D-E-H-T-1-A-L
Froms The Commending Officer.
To @ The Comnander in Chief, U. 8. [leat.
Sub jects War Diary Por Period 1 Septamber 1946 to 30 Septembsr 1945.
Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 20 October 18943,

1. Between 1 September 1045 and 2 September 1945 STARR
awaited orders.

2 On 2 September 1945 (ZD~10) et 1729 in sccordancs with

Port Director, Guam, serial 2235 of 2 Septesber 1945, STARR, steaming
independently, sailed for Leyte, Philippiue Islands.

O The navigational positions during passage were as
follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
2 Sept. 1045  LlLat. 13°05.6'N
(2D-10) Longe 144°22'E
[+]
3 Sept. 1945  Lat. 11°%arn 10 54.5'N 10141
Loag. 141°431E 140°56.5'E 139°16'E
4 Sept. 1945  Lat. 10°28ty 10°30ty 1036ty
Long. 136%411E 13592718 133022¢E
5 Sept. 1945  Lat. 10°34' N 10”39'5 10%2y
(2D=9) Long. 130%8'E 129°48'E 127°57'8
6 Sept. 1845  Pilotiag
4. On 6 September 1945 (ZD-9) at 1027 STARR arrived Leyts,

Philippine Islunde, mnchored in Berth #281, San Pedro Bay and reported to
COMTRANSROE 21 by visual dispateh 060200 of Septewber 1945.

s During the paesage between Guam, Mariaues Islands and Leyte,
Philippine Islends, STAHNR zig-cegged in sccordance with zig-zeg plan 6
(FIP 183), except durimg times of reduced visibility or when it wes
necessary to cease to clear othsr ships; held steering casualty drills
during routine dawn general quarters; eand, held periodic abandoun ship
drills.

147698
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U. 8. S. STARR (AKA 67)
¢/o Flest Post Office
San Francisco, California

AKABT/A16-3 30 Saptember 1945
Serial: 0245

CONFIDENTIAL

i g 0 bl
Subjects War Diary for Period 1 September 1045 to 30 September 1945,

B On 7 September 1945 (ZD=9) at 1520 STARR weat alongside
th’ m‘lll to fueli At 1620 L'.-"A f‘ﬂ"l"'l? _] n of ruelinb J-LI.I\- returned to
parth #281 and euchored.

7o On 8 September 1045 (ZD-9) et OR55 STARR, steaming
ladependently, sailed for Guluan, Samsr, Thilipplne Islande, arriviag the
paue day et 1154 end anchoring anear berth "i-43". At 1600 the same day
pursuant to COMTRANSRON 21 dispatch 070210 of September 1945 four (4)
ICVP's and eight (8) LCM(Z)'a were trausferred to PhibsFec Replacement
Boat Pool, KNavy #3149, Samser, Fhilippine Islaads,

8, Ca @ September 1948 (ZB-G) at 0851 in eccordauce with
Port Director, Navy #3149 serial 341 of 9 September 1045, STARR, steaming
independently, sailed for Iloilo, Faney Island, Phillppine Islands, pileoting
all the way.

9. On 10 Ssptember 1945 (ZD-9) at 0902 STANR moored tc dock in
Iloilo Strn_u, iloile, FPenay Island, Philippine lsleuds snd reported by
visual dispatch 092320 te uGKPnI“GRP 13 for duty at 1300 the same dsy,
STARR commencad loeding cargo.

10. On 14 September 1945 (ZD-9) at 1300, STARR completed lomding
cargo and eubsrked ceven (7) U.S. Army officers mud ninsty-six (96) U.S.
Arny enlisted men, detachments of the 40th Army Division. At 1537 STARR
shifted to anchorsge, berth 16, Iloilo Strait. AC 1700 eight (8) U.3.
Army LOU(3)'e aud four (4) U.3. Army LOVF's were trausferrad aboard.

11. On 16 Septembar 1040 (2L~9) at 1514 on orders {rom COMTASKUNIT
78422411 STARR sailed for Jiansen; Korea. At 1618 took depariure with
Buoy C=1, Ilcilo Strait, abeam to starhoard, 550 yards distant. At 1814
TASK UNIT 78.22.11 asesumed ite final disposition in single coliuza open
order with shipe in the following order: U.8.8. ZEILIN (APA-3) Flagship,
UsBa3, P&.L;:‘CE. k’\-.&"SOJ. UsBaSe L.OCEL.II#U (A.PL"'].EI). U 848, STARR ('" ),
aad UsSe8. CARTERET (APA-70).

12, The navigetionel positions during passage were a3 follows:
DATS 9800 120 2000
15 Sept. 1946 Lat, 10%01, 64N
(ZD-Pg Longe 121°51 .68
-2 -



U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67) '
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San rﬂlﬂlﬂa C!“lﬂlfl

AVAGT/ALG~8 30 September 1946
Serial: 0245

CONFIDENTIAL

C-0~li-F=1=D=E=1j~T=1-A=L

Suk jects fler Diary for Pariod 1 September 194F to 30 Septazber 1945.
DATS 0800 1200 2000
16 Sept. 1945 Lat, 9 00X 9°291y 10°31%41%
Longe 123°41'E 1247421 125°4E.5'E
17 Sapt. 1946 Lat.  12°88'Y 13°go; 15°36K
Loage 126°34'% 126°34'E 126°47.6'E
18 Sept. 1945 Iat. 18%123y 16 5oty 20° 350N
Longe 127°08'% 127°011E 127°17'8
19 Sept. 1945 Lats  23°08.5'% 24°03 51N 25738, 7'}
Longs 127°38'% 127°39'E 126°68.5'K
20 Sept. 1945 Lat.  27°37'W 26°15y 20%43' N
Loage 125 15'E 124%381% 125°09.5'8
21 Sent. 1945 Late  31°B70) 32°4811 34°200y
Longs 125%65'E 1267238 125°00'E
22 Bept. 1945 Piloting
13, On 22 September 1945 (ZD-9) at 1258 STARR muchored ia
Barth ¢=f (Bast), Chemulpe Aucherags, Jinsen Ko, Korea.
14, On 23 September 1945 (ZD=9) at 0230 Condition 1=A was sets

At 0240 commenced loweriug &1l boats. At 0855 completed lewering all boatas
AL 0402 commencad unlosding cargo into LCVP's and LCA(3)'s. At 0600 first
wave of hoats carrying cergo hit the beach. At 0845 commenced discherging
cargo iuto LSM's sud ICT's.

154 Unlonding details consisted of Pour (4) officers and oue
hundred ssventeen (117) enlieted men {rom AntieTank Compeny, 1856th
Iafantry Regiment, ons (1) officer and seventy-five (TE) enligted men from
¢ ny "E", 160th Iufantry Regiment; and one (1) officer and forty-five
(45) men from Compamy "G", 160th Infantry Regiment, all of whom arrived aud
departed on orders from UeS. Army Commenders.

164 On 25 September 1945 (ZD=9) at 1410 eight (8) UsS.: Army
LCK(5)'s and four (4) UeSs Army LCVP's were transferred to U.S. Army Boat
Pool, Jingen, Korea. At 2315 the same day completed discharping ocargo,
secursd from Condition l-A and eet regular at anchor watche At 1330 TASK

- -3 -
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U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

30 September 1945

ARABT/AL6=3
Seriel: 0245

S — N — — — ;——-—
Subject: War Disry for Paried 1 September 1945 to 30 September 1945
- e e e O O o o o e e e - - e = o W A O S s e e -

UNIT 78.,22.11, with ths exception of the U.8.8. STARR, sailesd fer Leyte,
Philippius Islends.

Te Oz 26 September 1045 (ZD-9) st 0730 the last ICT wh
been awaiting the tide, cast off. t 0745 the leet of the seven (
UeSs Arsy officers ¢ (o€ ]

at Iloilo, Penay, Fhilippine Island

previously left the ship wheu their

oft the ships iost of the men had

rehicles were unloaded.

n e PP = s 10O e moAP - - --
18. On 27 September 1845 (ZD=9) at 0847 in accordauncs with
T yd m4 4 - T - 1% = ‘N LT -Jak b ] 0 - AR MATGY L -y
Port Dirsctor, Jineesz, disputch 280320 of September 1946, STARR, steaming
= 1

independently, sailed for Leyte, Fhilippine I

18, The navigationsl positlons during passage were as followss
DATE 0800 1200 2000
—— ——— —
27 Sept. 1945 Piloting 36936 N 34°311y
T, - =0 :
(2D-9) 25%41p 125°001B
DE et 045 i 219291y 0%ra1y nazey
&0 98D 1845 ILats S1 31N S0 33ty o8 Sob'N
o . 0 Cung=-
Long. 125°61'8 125°21'E 124°32'%
o0 Sand 1r}4: 4 np:\r\' ,'.I_D SR .13-"3 e
Lo QEDU Jeo L Fogs] 6-' I eo l-.- M s ] 41 N
Long . 128°25'E 126°38'§ 126°28.5'E
30 Septs 1945 Lat. 27°22'N 27°57.2'H

20%03ty
Longe 25 43'E 126°08'E 126%09!

3

=

204 On 29 Septeuber 1945 (ZD=9) at 1320 in sccordance with
COMPHIEGR 13 dispstch 290616 of September 1945 changed course to northward
in order to svoid typhoon.

21, On 30 September 1945 (ZD-9) aut 0805 requested snd received
permission to join with PHIBSGR 7 TYPHOON UNIT "FOX". At 0805 STARR assumed
position #16 in convoy. At 0940 STARR exchanged positions with #14. At 1012
STARR assumed position §11, the ship in thet pesition having left the convoy.

Nfesntd & il
,-‘ OLD A. EOODY, Jre

oot (CincFac -4




U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

e ——
i " ROUTE TO: p 2
;::Gii{tlso:ﬂ 31 ootober 1045 S0 NOV 124
CONFIDENTIAL Pue No. SO/

C=C=li=F=]=DeE=N=T=1=A=L

Fromz Commending Officer. Copy b—""""

To s Chief of Naval Operations. Bon. M0 T —
Subject: Wer Diary for Period 1 October 1845 to 31 October 1945.
Reference: (o) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943.

l. On 1 October 1945 (ZD-9) steaming in company with

PHIBSGRP 7 in position #11 in TYPHOON Unit "FOX®. At 1236 in accordance
with voice messsge from COLPHIBSGRFP 7 dated 010233 of Octcber 1945,
STARR departed PHIBSGRFP 7 TYPHOON Unit "FOX" and sailed for Leyte,
Fhilippine Islands.

2. The navigational positions during passage were as
followss:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
1 Octe. 1945 Late 29°g4rn 28°54' N 27°15' N
(zp-9) Long. 127 28'E 127°29'E 126%42'E
2 Oct. 1946 Lat. 24°40'N 23°%42'y 21°%41'y
Long. 126°52'E 127905'E 127°13'E
3 Octe 1945 Late 18°%281x 17°29t %
Longe 126°%47'E 126°43'8
4 Oct. 1945 Lat. 12°%12'y Piloting
Long. 126°13'%
Se On 4 Octcber 1945 (ZD-9) at 0948 made landfall on Samar

Island, Philippine Islands, bearing 255Y(T), 42 miles distant. At 1811
STARR anchored in Berth #215, San Pedro Bay, Leyte, Philippine Islands,
end reported to COMPHIBGROUF 13 by dispatch 041230 of Octcber 1945,

4. On 5 October 1945 (ZD-9) at 13556 STARR went alongside
AO-13 and fueleds. The same day STARE provisioned.

5. On 6 October 1945 (ZD=9) at 1124 in accordance with
instructions contei ned in Port Director, Jinsen, dispatch 260230 of
Septenber 1545, STARR sailed for Guiuan, Samar, Philippine Islands,
arriving there at 1436 the same daye.

g

-1-
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U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

¢/0 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
AYAG7/A16-3 31 October 1945
Serials: 0247
C-0-N-F~I1-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
Subject: War Diary for Period 1 October 1945 to 31 October 1945.
Ge On 7 October 1945 (ZD-9) at 1159 received from Boat

Replacement Pool, Navy #3149, Samar, Philippine Islands, eight (8) LCii's
and seven (7) LCVP's to complete ship's complement. At 1347 in accordance
with Port Director, liavy #3149, serial 435 of 6 October 1945, STARR
sailed for San Fernande, Luzon, Philippine Islands, piloting all the way.

Te On @ October at 1437 STARR anchored in Sen Fernando
Roads, San Fernando, Luzon, Philippine Islands and reported by dispatch
090446 to COMFHIBGRP 13 for duty.

Be On 10 October 1945 at 1820 STARR docked at Pier #2,
San Fernando Harbor, San Fernando, Philippine Islands. At 2058 STARR
commenced loading cargoes

Se On 14 October at 0340 STARR completed loading cargo and
completed embarking one hundred seventy (170) enlisted men and seven (7)
officers, detachments of the 6th Infauntry Division, U.S. Army. At 0755
STARR shifted to anchorege in San Fernando Roads, San Fermando, Luzon,
Fhilippine Islands.

10. . = On 16 October 1945 at 1657 in accordance with COMPHIBGRF 13
dispatch 150115 of Octcocber 1945, STARR got underway for Jinsen, Koresa,
forming up in Task Unit 78.22.2 in position #2, 700 yards actern U.S.S.
CLEBURNE (AFA=-73), screened by U.S.S. KEPHART (APDEl), C.T«C. and Fleet
Guide in UeS.Se. CIEBURNE (APA-73).

11. The navigationel positions during passsge were as
follows: ’
DATE 0800 1200 2000
16 Oct. 16456 Piloting
(2p-8)
17 Octs 1945  Lat. 19°57' N 20°02' X 20°041 ¥
(2p-9) Long. 121 08'E 122°00'E 124°13'8




U. 5. S. STARR (AKA 67)
‘e/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

AKAB7/A16-3
Serial: 0247

CONFIDENTIAL

31 October 19456

C-0-N-F-1-D=E-N-T-I-A~L
Subjects: War Diery for Period 1 Cctober 1545 to 31 October 1945.
DATE 0800 1200 2000
18 Oct. 1945 Late 21%27'N 22°26'N 24°22'N
Long. 126°631E 127°11'E 127°43'E
19 Oct. 1945 Lat. zs°34tm 27°35'N 29°g1'n
Long e 125°47'E 125°07'E 124 57'E
20 Oct. 1945 Late 32°09' N 330001 N 34°39' N
Longe 125%1'E 125°29'E 125°02'E
2l Oct. 1945 Piloting Filoting
12 On 21 October 1945 (2D-2) at 1248 anchored in Berth C-15,

Bast, in Chemulpo Anchcrage, Jinsen Ko, Korea.
out boats. At 1730 completed hoisting out boats.

At 1645 commenced hoisting
At 1830 commenced

unloeding cargo into LCVP's and ICM's and disembarking one hundred seventy
(170) U.S. Army enlisted men and seven (7) U.S. Army officers, detachments
of the 6th Infantry Division.

13.

14.

15.

of the U.S. Army 6th Infantry Division.

On 22 October 1945 (2D-9) st 1845 ccmmenced unloading
cargo into ICT's and LSM's.

On 28 Octcber 1945 (ZD-9) at 2210 completed unlosding cargoe

On 28 October 1945 (ZD-9) at 0800 completed disembarking
one hundred seventy (170) enlisted men and seven (7) officers, detachments

At 10565 in accordance with Port

Director, Jinsen, orders #281315 of October 1945, got underway for Bougainville
in company with Task Unit 78.16.11, STAER in position #£2, 800 yards astern
UsSeSe CIEBURNE (APA-73), screened by UsS«S. FRYBARGER (DE=705), OsTeCe

and Fleet Guide in U.S.S. CLEBURNE (APA-73).

16.
follows:

DATE

29 Octe. 1546
(2p-9)

The navigational positions during passage wore as

Lat.
LODS.

0800

1200 .

Piloting

2000

36°18'N
12592118




U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)
e/0 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

AXA67/A16=3
Serial: 0247 31 October 1 545

CONFIDENTIAL

C=0=l=F=]l=D=E~N=T-I=A=L

Subjects War Diary for Period 1 October 1945 to 31 October 1945.
DATE 0800 1200 2000
30 Oct. 1945 Lat. 34°20' % 33°25'N 22°%25'N
Long. 124°51'E 126°06'B 126°33'E
31 Oct. 1945 Lat. SIDQQ'N SOD%G'H 28034'3
Long. 129718'E 130°10'E 131 51'E
17 On 30 October 1945 (ZD-9) at 1620 U.S«.S. FRYBARGER (DE-705)

left Tesk Unit.

18. On 31 October 1945 (ZD=9) at 1410 on orders of O.T<C.,
Tesk Unit 78.16.11 dissolved, proceeding independently to Bougainville.

el Whiedy

HAROLD A. MOODY, (

Copy tos
CincPac




Non 2
UeSeSe STARR (AKA 87)
o/o Fleet Fost Office

COMIDENTIAL San Francisco, California

AKA67/A12-1/bb 13 January 1945
Serial: 02

Froms The Comnanding Officere

To 13 The Commander in Chisf, U. S. Fleet.

Sub ject: War Diary = 21 October 1944 to 31 December 13944.

Reference: (a) Cominch Sarial 7152 of 29 October 1943.

le On 21 October 1944, the U.S.S. STARR (AKA 67) was commissioned
at Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, South Carolina, by the Commandant, SIXTH
Naval Districte Captain Guy Es Baker, Us. S. Navy, acting for the Commandant,
then delivered the vessel to Commander Frederick Oliver Goldsmith, U. S. Navy,
who published his orders, BuPers speedletter, serial: 42252, No: 124690 of
9 January 1944, ordering hin to command the vessel when commissioned; and
from 22 to 31 October 1944, inclusive, the vessel was engaged in conducting
sea trials and struotural test firing.

2e On 1 November 1944, in accordance with the orders of the Commandant,
SIXTH Naval District the STARR departed from the Charleston, S.C., Area enroute
Norfolk, Virginie for duty with Commander Amphibious Training Force, U, S.
Atlantic [leet, arriving in the Chesapeake Bay Area on 2 November 1944.

e From 5 to 10 November 1944 the vessel operated in the Chesapeake
Bay Area in accordance with ComPhibTralant Ltre., serial: 04008, during which
personnel were engaged in practicing loading and unloading of landing boats;
general drills and gunnery exercises, after which the vessel proceeded to Navy

Yard, Norfolk, Va..

4. On 16 November 1944 the vessel left the Navy Yard for the Chesapeake
Bay Area to carry out the second phase of operations prescribed by ComPhibTralant,
and on 20 November 1944, returned to Norfolk, Va., mooring at the Naval Operating
Base, Hampton Roads; and reporting to Commander Service Force, U. S. Atlantic

Fleet for duty.

5s During the period 21 to 27 November 1944, the vessel was engaged
in loading cargo and on 28 November 1944 was assigned to Task Unit 29.6.1;
constituted by Commander Task Force 29; consisting of USS STARR (AKAB7), USS
AURELIA (AKA23), and escort, USS BAUER (DM28), Commander Frederick Oliver
Goldsmith, U. S. Navy, Commander Task Unit, in STARRs On the same day the Task
Unit departed Norfolk, Va., for the Panama Canal Zone in accordance with Com=
ServlLant dispatch 271437; arriving on 3 December 1944, whereupon the Task Unit
was dissolved. The navigational positions during this passage were as follows:

DATE 0800 1200 2000
29 November 1944 Lat. 33°02' N 31%48' N 29929' N
Longe 73°900' W 73°3043' W 73042' W

103663 st




\

CONFIDENTIAL

AKAB7 /A12-1/bb
Serial: 02 13 January 1945

Sub ject: fiar Diary = 21 October 1544 to 31 December 1944.

DATE 0800 1200 2000
30 November 1944 Late 26940' N 25929,5' N 2392645' N
Longe 74°15' W 74%10,5' W 74%22.7" W
1 December 1944 Piloting 19°30' N 17°49' N
74%34* W 76%01' W
2 December 1944 Late 15°21.2' N 14923.4' N 12°3845' N
Longe 77938' W 78%17.4' W 79%07' W
Be Upon arrival Cristobal, Panama Canal Zone, the STARR proceeded

independently, transiting the Canal the ssme day; and upon arrival Balboa,
reported by dispatch to Commander in Chief, U. 8. Pacific Fleet, for duty.

Te On 4 December 1944 the STARR departed singly from Balboa
enroute FPearl Harbor, Oahu, T.He On 17 December 1944 the STARR deviated
from route in accordance with Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier dispatch 171241
to search in area where Navy plane had erashed; beimg assisted in this search
by planes from Pearl Harbor; thereafter proceeding Pearl Harbor, arriving
18 December 1944 The navigational positions during this passage were as

follows1:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
4 December 1944 Piloting Piloting 08°19,9' N
79°30' W
5 December 1944 Lat. 07900.,3' N osgas.z' N 06°%7' N
Long. 81°54.3' W  82°59.,1'W 85918,6' W
6 December 1944 Lat. 07°50' N 07°59* N 08934' N
Longe 88907.5' w  89%T7' W 90°36471 W
7 December 1944 Late 09°40' N 10°01.3' N 10941' ¥
Longe 9395849 W 94055,1' W 97%03.2' W
8 December 1944 Late 11°3o.5' N 12°%o0* ¥ 12946' N
Longe 100 1448' W 101°15* w 103°35' W
9 December 1944 Late. 13°35' N 14°00' N 14°926,5' ¥

Longe 106°290' W 107°30.4' W 10992646' W

-2 =
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CONFIDENTIAL

AXAET/A12-1/bb

Serial: 02 13 January 1945

Subjects War Diary = 21 October 1944 to 31 December 1944,

DATE 0800 1200 2000

10 December 1944  Late 15°02.2' N 1692547 § 15°53" N
Longe 112949,9' W 113712.5' W 11593245' W

11 Decembor 1944  Late 16°37' N 16°g842' N 179007 N
Longe 118°06' W 118 36¢5' W 120°5148' W

12 December 1944  Late 17°§349' N 18°08.6' N 18°2745' N
Longe 123 4948' W 124049 W 126°41' W

13 December 1944  Late 18955' N 19°00' X 18°1745' N
Longe 1299 645' W 130017 W 132°18,8' W

14 December 1944  Late 19935' N 19935 ¥ 19°58.8' N
Longe 134°57.6' W 136°00' W 13739 W

15 December 1944  Lat. 20°25' N 20028' N 20°38' N
Longe 1409 143' W 141%2246' W 143019' W

16 December 1944  Lat. 21001' N 20°59,3' W 2095643' N
Longe 146447t W 146947.5' W 148%45.2' W

17 December 1944  londucting Yircular Search in 21°11,2' ¥

Crash Area 152°53.6' W
18 December 1944 Piloting Piloting
Be Upon arrival Pearl Harbor STARR reported to AdComPhibsPac for

duty and further reported to Transport Division FORTY=FOUR, tc which assigneds
S From 18 to 25 December 1944 STARR was engaged in discharging
cargo at docks; discharging being completed on 25 December, thereupon the

vessel shifted berth to moor with Transport Division FORTY-FOUR in Best Loch;
shifting again on 30 December1944 to a pier at West Loch to load carge and

remaining there through 31 Uecembers
‘F
G .
Frederick Oliver LoIEsmi . £-——\_;

- 2




U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

e/o Fleet Post Office RCCeIVED 5.C B ho
San Francisco, California Room 203
RONTE TO: (0 =
R
AKA67/A16-3 /nn 30 Vpgenber LgA8.
Serial: 0218 . SN e
CONFIDENTIAL File | /7 «’/ (7%,
C=0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 1650 Moo oo
From: The Commanding Officer, Copy Now.oniuid.. O 3.
To 3 The Chief of Naval Operations, v o
e, m ..........,7..;2',,......
Subject: War Diary for Period 1 November 1945 to 30 November 1945,
Reference: (a) Cominch Serial 7152 of 29 October 1943,
le On 1 November 1945 (ZD-9) steaming independently enrocute

to Bougainville in accordance with Port Director, Jinsen, Order #281315
of October 1945,

2. The navigational positions during passage were as follows:
DATZ 0800 1200 2000
1 Mov, 1945  Lat, 269491 263 11N 21° 571y
(zn-9) Long.  134°29'E 135° 21'E 137°09'%
Q
2 Nove 1945  Lat. 239181 220 15N 20 20'N
Long. 139 55'E 140° 35'E 141° 2918
3 Nov. 1945  Lat, 1737\ 16° L' 142 531N
(zp-10) Long,  142°35'E 143° O5'E 144° 12'E
o]
L Nove 1945  Lat, 12920t N O 26'N 09" 32'N
Long. 146°02'E lLJ%O 29'E 11470 18'E
Sk B B R
Long,  148742,2'E
6 Nov. 1945  Lat, 01%081N 00° 0O 01° 52's
Long.  151936'E 152° og13 153° 02'g
7 Nov, 1945  Lat. oagaafs 05° 39's 063 39's
(zp-11) Long.  153°57'E 154° 51'g 154° 15'%
8 Nov, 1945 Piloting.
3 On 4 November 1945 (ZD-10) at 0125 Guam Island, Varianas
Group abeam at starboard at a distance of 13.2 miles,
e On 5 November 1945 (ZD-10) at 0930 by order of the comm=

anding officer 46,8 pounds of T.NsT. and 192 blasting caps were jettisoned.
At 1100 in accordance with Bureau of Ordnance Circular Letter A-53-45 all
emergency identification signals marked 1-2-3 and 4 were jettisoned,

154337
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U. S. 5. STARR (AKA 67)

c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
AKAGT/A16-3/mn 30 November 1945,
Serials 02 o R
CONF Iﬁ'_.f VITAL
C-0=N-F-I-D-E-l-T-I-A-L
Subject: War Diary for Period 1 November 1945 to 30 Noveuber 1945,

e i et

5.  On 6 November 1945 (ZD-10) at 0800 commenced "Crossing the
Line" cereronies, At 1144 secured from "Crossing the Line" ceremonies,
At 1208 crosses the eguator,

6. On 8 Novenber 1945 (ZD-11) at 1029 anchored off Cape Torokina
in “mpress Augusta Bay, Bougainville Island, Solomon Islands, reporting
to Commanding Officer Rear Echelon 'arine Air Group 25.

T On 9 November 1945 (ZD-10) at 0500 commenced hoisting out
boats. U700 completed hoisting out boats., DEALT moored port side to pontoon
dock, Cape Torokinz, Impress Augusta Bay, Bougeinville, Solomon Islands.
At 1100 commenced embarking fifty (50) enlisted men and three (3) officers
of the U,S. 'arine Corps, Rear ¥chelon of Yarine Air Croup 25. At 1310
commenced loading cargo.

g,  On 12 November 1945 (ZD-10) at 1505 completed loading cargo
and embarking fifty (50) enlisted men and three (3) officers of the U.S.
Varine Corps, Rear Echelon of Yarine Air Croup 25. At 1613 in accordance
with Naval Control Service orders dated 12 Hovember 1945 of the Royal
Australian lavy, Torckina, Bougainville Island, Solomon Islands, got under-
way fcr Vanus Island, Adrdralty Islands, piloting all the way.

9. On 14 Yovember 1945 (7D-10) at 08L6 moored to fuel dock,
Speadler Harbor, Los Negros Island, \dmiralty Islands. it 1605 got under-
vay from fuel dock and at 1624 anchored in berth 245, Seeadler Harber,
“anus Island, Adndralty Islands.

10. On 16 Noverber 1945 (ZD=10) at 0804 got underway from anch-
orage and at 0B24 moored port side to dock No, 8, Los Negros Island,
Seeadler Harbor, Adwiralty Islands. At 1400 commenced loading cargo. At
1920 comuenced unloading certain vehicles being discharged at this port.

33, On 17 Yovember 1945 (ZD-10) at Q700 conpleted unloading
vahicles being discharged st this port.

125 On 20 YNovember 1945 (7ZD-10) at 1610 coumenced embarking
fifty (50) enlisted men and three (3) officers of Marine Wing Service
Squadron Cne, First Marine Aircraft Ving, U.S. | arine Corps,

13, On 22 November 1945 (ZD-10) at 1130 completed embarking {ifty
(50) enlisted men and three (3) officers of Varine Wing Service Squadron
One, First Narine iircraft Wing, U.S. !arine Corps. At 2210 conpleted
loading cargo,

-2-



U. S. 5. STARR (AKA 67)

e/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
30 November 1945
AKA67/A16-2/mn
Sgrials: 0248
OIY’ i.—aiu‘-‘l L - =l

C=0=N=F=I-D-B-N-T=I-A~

Subject: War Diary for Period 1 November 1945 to 30 Noverber 1945,

— e e e e e o o e e s s e e e e s e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e

i, On 23 Wovember 1945 (ZD-10) at 0752 got underway from pier
€ and at 0957 moored port side to west side of l'urzim Dock, Seszadler Harbor,
Ma.us Tsland, Admiralty Islands,

15, On 24 Wovember 1945 (ZD=10) at 1033 underwsy for Guiuan, Samar,
P.I. in obedience to Operations Office, Navy 3205, movement order No, 1948-45
of 23 November 1945, made in accordance with U.S5.5. STARR's Despatch dated
190047 November 1945 and Com7thPhibs despatch dated 191559 November 1945,

16, The navigational positions during passage were as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000

24 Nov. 1945 Lat, Piloting, 000 33'S
(zp-10) Long, 143% 26'%
25 Nov. 1945 Lat, 017 O7'N 01° LO'N 02° Loty

Long, 142" 50'E 11° 508 139° L6'R
26 Nov. 1945 Lat. 042 2311 0L LT'N 05° 48N
27 Nov, 1 Lat, 07° 16'N 07° 50'N 082 50'N
f T Long. 1%" OL'E 131° 1218 129° 231E
28 Nov, 1945 Lat, 10° 25'N Piloting,

Long. 126~ 30'E

17.

On 28 November

1945 (Z2n-9) at 1346 anchored in Berth B-1,

Guiuan Roadstead, Guiuan, Savar, P,I. for provisioning and securing personnel
replacements,

18, On 30 November 1945 (7D=9) at 0651 underway for Tsingtao, China
in accordance with Port Director, Navy 3149, order No. 646 of 29 November 1945
made in conformance with U.S.5. STAHR's despatch dated 190047 November 1945
and Com7thPnibs despatch dated 191559 of November 1945.

19, The navigational positions during passage weres as follows:
DATE 0800 1200 2000
30 Nov, 1945 Lat., Piloting. 11° 35'N 12° 53'N
(zD=9) Long. 126" 13'E 126° 29'E

-3




U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
AKA6T/A16~2/mn 30 November 1945.
;-rl,al. el
4 Y E J.L.- w1¥ 2 “'
C=0=N~ F—I-D—E—E—T-I-A-L
Subject: Bar Diary for Period 1 MNovember to 30 November 1945,

- m Em mm me me S osm e e mm me omm mE me e e s s e Ee ome e e s e me e me s me e s me s e

/.f"T- { r/ P
/ HAROLD A, MOODY @FH. i

CC: CinCPace



U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)

¢/0 Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

AKAB7/A8-2 7 December 1945
Serial: 312
From: The Commanding Officer.
Te: The Secretary of the Navy, (Directer Public Infermatien)
Sub ject: Material, Public Infermatien.
Heflerence: (a) ALPAC 318-45
Enclosures: (A) Ship's Historye

(B) Supplement to Ship's Histery.

(C) List of Successive Cemmanding Officers.
1. In compliance with reference (a) the enclesed material

has been released for public infermatien purpeses.

Gopies to:
Cincpac.
AdcomPhibsPac.
Fleet Home Tewn News Center.

158530
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A SIORT BIOGRAPHY
OF TIE

U.S.8. STARR (AKA 67)

The U.S.8. STARR (.XA 67), namesake of Starr County, Texas, was
launched on sugust 18, 1944 at the yards of the North Carolina Ship-

‘" ding Compeny, 'iilmington, lorth Carolina. She has a lfaritime Commission
C=2 hull, and was, as many of her ., o are, assigned to the Wavy for cargo
and other auxiliary purposes, UILier hull was outfitted at Wilmington, N.C.,
and‘upon completion of all engine installilions she was sailed by a special

avy ferry crew down to Charleston, S.C, where the lavy informelly acceptid
ser and proceeded with the job of nonverting her to its own use, This
oonsisted mainly in the installation of the Starr's battle accoutrement:
her 20ul{ and 40il{ guns; her one 7' _.-inch gun mounted on the fan tail; her
radar and other snecial electronic gear,

The Navy and the Starr's first captain, Commander Frederiek Oliver
Goldsmith, USl{, formally accopted the ship on tho twenty=-first day of
Ogtober 1744, the duy of the comiissioning. Thern was a cercmony on No, 3
hatch forward of the superstructure and the commissioning pennant was
flowm froum tho mainmast, Tho Starr was officially born,

By the thirty-first of Octobor, which terminated her teneday
romriissioning period, sho had taten on ammunition for her gums, had boen
depormed, had calibrated her compe ‘s, had acquired a complcte sot of landing
crcft togother with amphibious ambitions and othorwiso completed all the
hundrods of small details a ship must complote beferc it is ready for the
sca, Shu sailcd out of Charleston Octobor 31 headcd for her shakedown in

‘Thesaponke Bay,

The most of the month of I!... r wos a busy one for tho Starr, 8She




madc two shokoedovm cruises to dot: 1ine her bohavior charactoristics and
those of her officers and crovi, about soventy-five pordont of whom wore
grcone She thon loaded cargo in Norfolk, Virginia and ombarked a fow
troops. By lLovember 26 the crew had had their last 48-hour lcaveos in the
Statose On the morning of Novembor 27 the Starr, in company with anothor
A4 nd an gscort vessel, sailed from Norfolk for a scerot dostination.
rhe Starr vwas on hor way to war,

Deounbor 4 foymd an unsurpriscd crow and ship on the Atlontic side of
“he Panenma venel, Inercasingly hot weather and a southerly coursc could
not loug %eep o socrot: the Sterr 'ma Pacific bound, which could mcan
onlv onc thing to the mon aboard hor == Pearl ldarber. The noxt doy at

alboc on the Pacific side of the canal, the Starr reccived 2 suddon
champe of ordors and, instead of laying ovoer at Dilbog, sailed alone into
the vost Paoific,

The journcy from Panama t. . Harbor absorbed ncarly two wocks'
timc. Tho 8tarr reoported into Poard Harbor on Docomber 18 ond prococded
to discharge hor cargo and discmbor: the fowv troops aboard her, She then
moorod out in the harbor and Logen to wait for furthor assignmout, Christ-
mns come cnd wend for the particlly hoaosick and now only particlly gruu;
erows  there was too much work to bo done still for the ervw to hrve much
tinc for longing for home and thirtcon deys alone on the open- Pocific had
s~ltced the men dowm somowhat. Thoe only colecbrotion obscrved at Christmaos
wag & mumoth turkoy dinner complotc with trimmings; ond liberiy, of course,
in donolulu ~thich meont a bottle of buer, at lecst,

.owr Yoar's Doy ond 1945 arrived bringing o now chaptor to the Starr's
var diery. OShe londed cight-inch cmaunition, somothing her eonc fivo-inch

gm could not stomaches Thon she pulled out of Poarl, still empty oxcept
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fer the noew cymumition, fer on wnofficial rohenrsal, This bogan to look.
1ilc scrious woathor ahend, The rchouareal was of an amphibious nature,
c¢~17ing for tho making of mock invasion landings. Such landings involve

¢ 1ot of troining for the mon who handlo the 1lrnding oraft, putting thom
ovor the side, manning them, rwni g thoir rospoctive waves into the boach,
roourning ond hoisting thom bac: cboards Tho rohoarsal lested three deys,

‘lhen the Starr roturncd to Honolulu sho eabar®%ed ScaBuo personnol
cnd then on tho gixth of Januery, ~ti'l unlondud, sct out for cnothor
twinhibious reljoarsal, this timo cfficincl, Throe doys lator sho pulled in
at achului darbor on the isl nd of “aui to tokc on hor first combat eargo.

Atliithe sig.t of thu coabat corpo, rumors stort.d flying. Bvory

vaber of the crow h~d his owvm insido Jdopc on whorc and what timo tho
invasion would telo pleeo, the _..... .2n for which thoy had b.on treining,
Moru SurDecs wore tmberkod at lioui -nd whon loading wes comploted, thore
wns still snmothor rchonrsal. The «<ovy was not toking ony ohrnced with a
groon cerov and o green ship, This was o dross rohoarsnl and the lost.

On January 27 the Starr join.d o lergo convoy end sailud wostwerd
still knowving neither dostinntion nor destiny. She could have had o good
ide , how.ovor, whon suversl drys lator Tokyo Kosc nmnoumeced glibly thet
the amoricans woro nex% go'ng to invede Iwo Jima; but sinco the infor-

“tion hid come from Yokyo Roso, it wns laughcd ot and overlooked,
llor i:7ormation was furthor ignorod whon the convoy arrived at
an oebok Tebruary 5 nnd sucmod to scttle dovm thero. The sottloment wvna
‘cilso, howovur, Fobrusry 7 scw the largo group of ships hondod for
Seipan, iaybo Tokyo Rose wos right aftor cll,
Saivan scomed to be the rundozvous for all the larpgo troop transports

convoys such ng that to which thoe Starr belongud, Tho harbor was jommod
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with o colloction of ships (end tergets) o Jop's rncostors would pray for.

first B-29 Jop hone islond roids hed bogun ond the Starr, still
inmocunt of wnr, watched thoir cow’ay ond geing for fivo days. Thon hor
tirn cruw. llost of Saipan harbor was ompts Fobruary 16,

It was six A.M,, TFebruary 19, «o cold drizzly gray morning, The orew
tnd troops hnd beon up soverr] hot s making the lest preparations for
pucting the bonts over the side, The training of scver:l wonths would soon
shov its valuu. Tolzyo liosc hol clready shovm hors: the convoys lay in
heavy swells off Iwo Jime, -cord and boon prssed shortly after tho convoy
Loft Seipon that Lo was its destinntion, and tho days during tho passepgc
hind boon cetive onos, filled ... .6 minute propoarations in all dopart-
ments lrom communications to engin cring. And of coursc the erows of the
Imnding craft had to be bricfed on boaches ond boach conditions, At six-
forty the boats worc loworod cowny and the Starr wns conducting hor pert of
the wrer ogainst Jopyen,

She 1id nmore than 1l~mwor bocts, howwver, for she hnd her boats had

ultinle assipnments. She wns o reccivine shi for tho vrouwddoed; on
toanition ship fer the cruisur Sot Loke City; hor borts corried troops
fronm othicr ships In the first wnives to hit tho boachss; end sho had a
riority crrgo which wns to be duliverod omly whon askod for and then as
quickly ns possible. Sho stond by weiting to unlo~d until Fobrucry 26,
<hen word was roevived to bopin discherging. Tho Starr's combat corge
~msistud nlmost cntircly of wvihielust trucks, bulldozers, rofrigorator
treilors, concrote mixcers, troilor mountod rodio stations worce cmong tho
ngortol itoms nocossery for the construction nnd maintenanco of o base
on Iwo Jimn, The unlondin~ s 1.,tud dorch 5 and tho Starr onco
more got wndorway, hor first mission accomplishod without o singlo casunlt
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to hor norsonncl., She hersolf had boon demagod by the cruiscr, vhich
vhile tied nlongside, hed, duc to honvy swedls, battered hor starboard
sidy below the waterlino, causing the weldod scams to sweat,

From Iwo Jima the Starr sailcd un Boyte in the Philippino Islonds,
™cre she reccived temporary ropairs and the nows thot she was schoduled
for mnothor invasion -= ngain a mystory, but this timo not such m exeiting
nwve Hor erow woro boginning to bo salty nbout invasions. Thoy watchod
sho combat cargo como ecboard with "oss intorest than proviously shovm,

Tho locding consumcd the time from March 9 to March 27 whon, again in
convoy, tho Starr loft Loyte Gulf * aind to go tako anothor orack at the
Japse

Bostor Sundny, “kinawe and April Fool's Bay have onc thing in common:
they ecame on the semo dey in 1945 == April 1 as ono might oxpect, As at
Lo Tiae eix AJf. was ngain the hour to start nctivity., The first boat
11t thoe water ot six-fiftoon, ond it ond those that followed joined their
prearronged waves for hitting tho Okinawa boathos. Not ns at Lo Jima
the Starr commoiced immediate wnloading of her eargo, which again censisted
T wrchicles, but this timo of & more viarlike sort, oonsiderablo crmemont
boing among thom.

The Storr had beon ot Okinowe nine days, coming through o groat mony
cir roids groyor perhaps around the temiles, but unseathed, So far it was
°n uagy invasion, Basy, that is, until four-twonty A.l., on Aril 9, vhon
sne vng roekeod fron stom to storm by a tromendous oxplosion., The first
radio transmission stated tho b.iic. chat the causo was a torpodo., It was
not long, howover, oven in tho mornloss dark of tho night, bofore tho
cruse of tho attonpt on tho Starr's 1ifo was ascortained to bo o Jap
suicide boat. Fortunatoly for all aboard her and for her hull tho demgge




wos not groat, personncl casmaltics buing light. How had tho Starr buon
8o lucly? Tho honorable ¥aponcso who wore giving thoir lives to their
Eoporor chongod thoir minds end lcft tho boet beforo it found its mark.
<. rosult wns it contacted some of the Starr's lending oraft moored clong-
side beforc it contacted the Sterr, The oxplosion was promatursc rﬁd far
tnorgh remov.d from tho side of tho ship thrt tho wanter absorbed tho shock,
« Jops wero shot in tho water as they cttomptod teo swim to safoty, Tho

non on watch in the bonts wore kn 1 out by the oxplosion and sustaincd
ritor injuricse Tho strongest port of the incident was thot nost of tho
boct carrying the depth eharpe (with which tho Starr wos ts have boun
~milc) londed in picecs in the smoll craft alengside, The onginc wms
rocovored from en LCH os wore tho rudder, scrow and various non-netal heort.
including most of the bow, Anxother strange olomont wes tho discovery, on
the Sterr's flying bridgo mmy fo: ~bove the webter, of o box wrapped in
¢1abh viith Jup charnctors printed on it which containud o driud fish and
two largoe net saclkzs of biscuits, Tho Japs apparently intonded to tako
only lodging wherover thoy wont cnd supply thoir owm board, This was the
Strarr's on'y contact with the Japs, Tho noxt davy sho loft Okincve,

The convaoy the Starr snilod vrith hoaded for Guam, but upon arrival
imcdistely tumod rnd hended for V_ardl Herbor, leeving only part of the
¢ 7oy 2ohinds Thoy arrived =t Punrl larbor on April 26 throo months nftor
¢ had goii.d int- the fronticr Pacific, Thure she roceived the good nows
that ghc vrs returning to the States for ropeoirs to her hull,

She sriled from Pearl with o jubilpnt crow on April 28 and arrived ob
S2n Pedro By, Californic, on lMay 6 where roprirs were bojun irmodicbely,
There hor cnptein was transforred and tho Storr's Exccutive Officor, Licut,

ommender farold A, Moody, Jr., UR'R, took ovor the commond,




Tho visit in the Stotus was o sniler's idoa of hoaven, Loave for the

crov wos bogun irmodirtely end by . timo repeirs weroe ecomploted ond the
Starr wos once more wnderwny for o sheltodovm on the fifth of Juno, the orow
hod had oloven days shoro loave, meny having flovm to tho Bast Coast to
vigit thuir familios,

L poste=ropair shaltodown wos followod by an amphibious rohearsal
g 1lor to thoso hold in and among the Howniion Islands at the beginning
of the yoer, This was o rofroshor coursc, so to spcek, ad talk ren high
e the erow that this time tho Jap homo islands would be the objeetivo.

wr kmow now how nearly ripght thoy we.c, although the carge tho Storr
vickod up at San Froneisco looked .. ~c like a tankor's than a combat
vossol's,

The corgo wos dostinu! for Guam, sn Guam it vms non-stop, tho Starr
completing tho trip botwoen Juno 24 ond Julylll, She wmloaded tho cargs,
which was B=29 liquid diot, snd sailcd back to Poarl Harbor on July 20 t8
pick up more Guanm-destined cargo,

Tho passago bock to Guem fre 7.arl was the most momorablo tho Starr
has medo, ond vwill bo until she sails for the States for tho last time,
Still soveral doys out of Guam, the nows of the var's vud broke ond sot
the ship on hor fan tail, llor whistlo blow, thoro wns chooring above and
below decks end Jugust 15, tho wmofficinl V-J Day, saw on cnormous banquect

= _cssing any banquet yet soen to omerge from the Starr's galley, with
printed V-J Doy mcnus and cigarss The noxt fow days saw the poco of
colebration maintained with the announcoment of the point system mnd tho
"renzicd mothomatics that followed the annoumecomont. Somo of tho erow worc
cligible for discharge and upon mrival at Guam woero transforred, to make
tho trip back to tho Statos and thoir formor livoes,
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When the Starr had one ~in discharged cargo at Guam she was
dispatched to Leyte the seocond of Septomber where sho again joined
a combat group and, loading loilo on Panuy Island esailed in convoy
for Kore:. “r carry out the port-war occupation of that countrye The
convoy arsived in Korea Soptember 22 and commenzed unleading cargo and
troo.:. Lis followin; daye. That much of the original plan for the
“aveonion of Japan she was involvod ine Heor crew's gucssos worc not

far wronge



. U.3.8. STAKR (AKA 67)
FPO SAN FRAITCISCO GALIF

Iustor rall af thoge nen'who were on board before 2 Soptembor 1945
In complinmnce with Alpoo LR,

ADLAN, F.d, Fle 40 Yorton 8t, Dorohester, llanas,
ADAS JRs Cude Slec 1310 Kanney St, Reading, Pa,

ADAMS, K. 8K 20 611 Ng Koodrick St. OClendine, ilonk,
ALLID, I1.C. Gi3e Lumberycrt, Ti. Va,

ALXION, G, 56iL2c 2 BEsten ui, Providenoo, R,L

ALLIS(H, E.W. 8lo 26th cmd Penrese St  Philadelphin, Pa,
NITGH, Jud, 8lo 26th and Ponrose Sty FPhiladelphia, Pa,
BAKER, F.E. Cox.  Swan L=, Ly

BEMETT, R.l,0H, lHolllle 320 Cidv ‘.ond, Avoy Trentom, !l.Js
BOI&EB. E.S. S8ilL3c 1324 a1l -l’bw. Gu.dldan, :Iulﬂ.

BRAA, Le'T. Jollf2¢ Fredriol, S.D.

SRADFORD, L. Ck2c Bt.4 Bo¥ 104 Shroveport, La.

/REEN, J.Re lol1fe RWFD 33 ifiltonvala. Kansasse

FRIGIT, C.F. P8¢  Goodrich, liich

LROTE, "JV,MUM.  T,03¢ 2017 Bayotte Ave, “irminghmm, Ala,
IOV, R.0. lioll2¢ Clcoro, Ind, :

JIRBALE; Cede S2e 1125 4 - Dds Long Island City, NY,
JORTCY, R.C. [f6i013¢ 303 Soul 1llaple’ Frenkfort, Kenasas,
CAINT, RaCq Eifllo 304 Tlesl “c" St, Iron Hountain, Goh,
CA PETLL, J.D, Cox 14679 Hlderwood Lvo, Be Clewnland, Ohio
CLFPADONTISy P.S. 8l~ 60 Jom St, Pnssale, W,d.

CASE, C,D, Sle Clear Ctiy, 110,

CIINEY, J.Ls 8Flq Roidpvillae, Ga,

nILDS, JR. G,F. CGI Routc 2 Yolhon, Go.
T1RYSOGILOS, R.(n) 5iM2¢ 105 lemilton 8t, Albany, NY

CILEENTS, Cl.0, Cox 1 Tlegt Torro Ioufo, I,d,

COIAY, 1M 1Mlec 1907 60th St. Drooklym, UY

COoLENIT, M., Cox 1550 Puckinghon Drive [&, Clomens, illch,
col,Jr. G. lloliide 1114 Vo Buron S‘E. Conterville, Iowa,
CRAIG, S.S. Fle RFD 4 findson, Vornment

CRANDALL, K.W,. Sm3 o 685 Oberlin «ve  Berkeloy, Calid,
CROSBY, VW,J. 83.D2o 633 Ly 8th Lve Tarentun, Pa,

CORWFEL, J.F, $4 #o 111 Clay St, Contral Falls, ,L.
CIMOWELL, JR, li.d. SH3c 111 Cluyr St. Comtral Falls, Nl L,
CUTCIER, 048, Siile 16504 L rty ivo. Toledo Ohio

DLVIES , C.l, Slloe 563 8 cran avo  Shavon, Pa,

DAROS, G, L, 1120 Croton Follp, 1Y

DAVIS, D. Cox 1721 1« storn Ave Dgyton, Ohho,
D.VIS, JL . Cox, 309 Hu 1 Avo St. Joscph, lo,

DAVIS, 1.8. Blile Fort T,..» Russoll Ihurfe, Toxas
DICKYRSON, JR. 1/.P.0F2¢ 433 Be furrow St Baltimere, lid,
DIGRERES, E.%. Y2o 5416 Vicksburg St, Yow Orlomns, Loa
DUILOCK, Ll.F. Talt2e 2 2419% 8, loovor St,  Los /ngelos, Calif
DUVERNLY, J.T. Si3e 310 [lndison St, Potosky o ilioh.

BLAM, CelL. S8!i3¢ 1120 I'cKeoo St,  Contralis, Ill,
LLLERBE, 1. STide 2456 i, 17th 5t, Philadolphia, Pae
oM, Je Holli2e 800 Bt Ot. S.B, Iinnoupolds, lldun,
TIRESTONE, J.li. 8ii2¢ Routo . Commy, Jark,

FIICH, Tl Cox 1605 2lute. Ste Deslloinos, Ievne
FLIZLIMG , Guie  Slo Routo 2 Contico, '/iso,

PLETCIMR, R.FL Sle 609 Colwibin Jivo. TFostoria, Ohio
FORRE3T, J.Ls Sle 1007 S¢ Collogo Springficld, Ill.
FRANCE, C.B,. 8F30 822 ilorth "C" 5t., Jrkonsoas City, Konsas
FMWZIER, E,V, Cox 3747 Ccobte Dridliante, St. Louis, Tios
CaITER, R, ST3e 1737 DL, M. 2nd Ct., 1iami, Fla,

GA0B, JR. Ce:l Rile 2252 Lobraskn Avo. St. Louis, il0,
GALLAGITR, Code  Cox RFD 33 4lpho, Nl

CLLSGOY, BILL 1llle  Routo 2 Vornon, Ala,

GRIFFITH, H,L. Hide RKFD; Stoncy Crook Pa,

GURITZ, R.D. SK 30 1544 M4 40th Avo, Otono Pakk, Ill,



@Y, C.T.

IUGISIBARGER, G i

JUDPER, 11,77

LLETNS, dr. Full,

IEARTHG, J.1l,
CJEBGER, CGolfy
TEIDRICI, J.0.
HICK I'\, ;nisn
1T J:E W . ?1 I-I.
RYSZ C' J-
fT:um, Tulis
JLOESO, ILLE,
Jaull! IGII.I » u.T.
1 il unIF. %] .C.
Ji Tis0, J.Z,
J¢ IIBON, Ju8e
JOTES, Dale
JOUST, L.E.
]'I-H.Tl ”-IHE -'-. D.
KELLER, Falle
KT, Cel,
K10, RoLe

(LG, JdeD.

ILLORRES, JRe Telie

LOZLITHE, L.E,
KROG Y, 1i.de
L':lDJ'L, oT adk
LAGITER, J,0,
LAVELLT, 1M,
LAROCCA, S.Te
LETIIUE, G0,
LEVIE, D,
LO.'JE&T, 4.5.
LGIG, ells
MALLOY, J.C,
TAINImIG, G, I
IIASSEY, J,0.

T ASSUT(), L.E,
IIC BRIUZ Taeile
1IC CLLli, Il.D,
_I'DOUG&L, JoJ.
C COMIELL,
LILDUI'P, I..I.'.
L0 I'EEIEY, Fed,.
GRATH, tiede
L GRATEY, 1aLa
LULLDI, LN,
31 UTT Vilia
]mm. I!nLn
HOODY, 17eVe

! FU ~p Palie
L ISSEY' Tate
LIOLDS, 1.De
HOULTON, deiie
’m:s, Rai"l
HAFIER, F.

do

=

FS w2 f:'; (3!

[E&V;’;PJIO, JRe AV,

HEBSE, T.F.
WEILL, R.F.
NELSOH, F.iie
NELSOH, Reie

L.’

Fle
Slec
Sle
Bn2¢c
CLot
11011130
Sle
3le
Sle
2c
20
Q2o
8T:le
120
Linillde
81130
lollf2c
Cox
Slec
n2e
Y 2¢
Bkrio
Cox
Fle
Flo
Sle
Bizo
Sle
S8le
Lil2¢
Cox
S11c
Sle
8f5e
Cox
Cox

REI3e

3le
Jox
Sle
Slo
Slec
Sle
RDI3e
RDM3g
Bli2e
20
8le
D3¢
TFlec

S 3o
Sle
2o
RDM3aG
Fle
G130
1M30
Sleo
Fle
Cox
11i2¢

U,5e5e STARR (BK8 67)
Ce/o FLEET POST NFFICE
SAIl FRANCISCO, CALIF.

Rty 3 1! =z 14AC  Portsmouth,Va,

517 S, lulh St, Mty Vornom, Il1,
Churrg 5t Now lindison, Ohio

P.O. x 06 Oﬂkdnlo, Lﬂ.'

4351 Grl,_ &  Homonton, N.J.
0livo St Crovo Cocur, llissouri
115 5th ave, @ incy, ligss.

.0 Cozadale, Ohio

Perphing, Ind,

330 1y 8th St, Allontowm, Yo,

228 8, Nidgo 5t, Crown Point, Ind,
1421 ‘‘nssochusotts Ave, washington, D.C.
Rty 1 - 187 DBbuthony, Las

Dox 26 gt Torre ilmuto, Ind,

604 Bagt iwvo, Dnxtor Springs, Konsas

RBt, ¢ Goinosboro, Tonng

“ymoro, llobraska

683 Ihmtington Avo, Providmco, R4I.
Routo 3 Box 180 Poplar Bluff, Loy
Perrysville, Ind,

426 B9th \iy Duluth, Hinng
2775 1, 33rd, St, Hilvnukeo,
Burnsville, 0,0, :

214 Lenox 8t, IHouston, Toxas
4505 Yoth 5t, Fhiladolphin, Pla,
llovon, S,D,.

3053 1, Orionne St. 1hiladclphis, Doy
538 B, 14th 8T, Drio, I'n,

126 Dodford Avo, Brooklyn, N.Y,

973 Sceond .ve, New Kengington, Fa,
369 Kov v 5t, llonchostor, N.il

Wi 8¢

617, 17 Sty Wow Y rk, I,Y,

3726 9%rdobe Jackson IIuig;hta. .Y
3534 .0)uh Rde Thiladolphin, in o
26214 iol Rogovillo, !Hch
309 8t, » L1 5%, Rocky lount, N,C,
722 N, F. rth lve, Itmo, Goe

206 Ook @t Dunnmoro, i

824 lloldrodgo Plottsmouth, iobre
Box 277, lost Liberty, Chio

166 E, Stato 8T, Ithace, N.Y.
1276 1 onodlo Ave. Jkron, Chio

26 0').% "'t. Dchom. ﬂ.Y.
300 ot im Ave, Collingdalo, N,.Y.
63 KIng . se “ordhostor, llnss,

Mirora, [issouri
South Jucksonvillo, Fla,

308 W, 4.dorson
Routo 1 D ox 538
Tolloshore, HY.
RFD i 4 Dox 75 Springfiold, Miss,

48 Tiavoland Avo, Jolnston, R,I.

Box #173 Atviood, Okla,

Rl Dcland, I11,

ROF # 1 Lako City, Iown

18 Roycroft Rds Licabody, linsse

320 I, Lally St, Ft, Dom lMoinos, Iown
Dulan, Ky

RTy 1 Dox 154 o Yorba Linda, Calif,
Royal Rural Routo Sholbysbille, Tenn,
Lonc Jack, IHssouri

It 4 1lidland IMich,

Dawson, Iowa
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UsSeSe STARR (AKA 67)
c/o FLEET 1OST OFI'ICE
SAIl FILWISCO, CALLIF,
NEVBLL, ReLs SC2c 1207 45th St, Parkopsbutg, Te Voe
PICHGLOIER, Ralls RDIMSc 1098 DEustman Sty Zanosville, Nhio
BULLy .0 112¢ 408 Gordon St, Belvedere, I11,
O'DELL, T.T, Gride 1562 7/, 11th St, Ronone, Calif,
FRADODY, A5, RO 30 7 Lincc'Ln St, Stotton, NH,J.
FRLISGH, haily Sle 107 M, im0 3t, Gibson City, ILL,
PEDII, oTieVe Sid Routo #2 Doylight, Todd,
PRI, Tods RDifBo 119 Hopdon Rds  Roohosbor, Ne¥s
I‘III'.;'CE, ‘l‘l‘.-l-kl Slo 14 Picd mnl St. Comcroo, GQ‘
PITCOGE, Juls Ri3e 1424 5, ~ v "~ .ston " Tulsa, Okla
PLESE., e Hilo iR 42 . .rron, Ohio,
IROCOLY, Fod,. Cox 221 iol: 3t, Gary Ind,
FUTRT, G, Ci2e 7 Third 5t, ‘oodside, Groonsvillg; S4Ce
AR TIS, J.l, Slc Sclno .o  Dox 7349 lalothorpoy lide
IAGLAND, C.D, Si2c lite 6 lomchostor, Tonn
RIOiG, NReite Slc 2698 DBrigps Avo, Dronx, NY
RIVIS,Catia Loll2e . .o Bast Rivor St. Ormnge, lnss
IUZ-iIIISCIl, ite B 8le 711 Ng Toron Ste Lincoln, Ill,
u".h;. 10, TTalls Cox L1705 3i: ©lote 5% Philsdolphic, Foe
b ~r}:d{0, 0.V Cox 1020 B, ' h St, Yenses Oify,: Jdsseuri
5.8, Eeve SKDle 2604 Ven Dyko Dotriot, Ilich
S..ITHER, ileSs Fhll3e 333 L. 84th St. Now York NT
SCIUADING,JR, J.14 Slo 124 o Miller Lvo, Llunhall, D'a,
SC.U0EDKY, TR AeTis  Slo 203 Ls vwhito Ave. Spn Antonio, Toxas
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U. S. S. STARR (AKA 67)
¢/o Flest Post Office
San Francisco, California

PUBLIC INFORMATION RELEASE

In cemplisnce with ALPAC 318~45 the fellewing infermation
has been released fer Public Infermatien purpeses.

List of Successive Commanding Officer during the war
peried of the U.S.8. STARR (AKA 67).

FREDRICK OLIVER GOLDSMITH
COMMANDER Ua.Sele

HOME ADDRESSt

27 TRODD STREET
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA

RELIKVED BY:
HAROLD ABRAM MOODY Jre

LIEUTENANT COUMANDER U.S.N.Re.

HOME ADDRESS:

529 KENWOOD AVENUE
DELMAR, NEW YORK




o ; . UsSe8e STARR (AKA 67) .
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Fraucisco, Calif.

ATAB7/416-3
Serinl No: 00247 9 April 1945,
L
From: The Commanding Officers ‘
To @ . The Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet,
Via (1) Commander Task Force FIFTV-FIVE,
(2) Commander Task Force FIFTY=-ONE.
(3) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet,
Subjects UsSeSes STARR ~ Japanese Suiclde Boat attack one
l. At 0420, 9 April, one hour and fifty=-three minutes before sun=-

rise, while anchored in fifty fathoms of water; bearing 020°, eight miles
from Sakihera Saki Light, Okinawa; the STARR was the object of an attack by
a Japanese suicides boat cerryiung explosives.

2e The shock of the explesion of the suicide boat some twenty fest
off the starboard beam amidships broke some one hundred and fifty electric
light bulbs; threw out all circuit breakers; brought down two radio antense
sud cracked the engine mounts of four landing boate in the water rearby; but
caused no structural damage to the huil of the STARR nor seriocus injuries te
personnel; presumably due to premature firing of the explosive before cocatect
was made with the ship's side.

Ze The force of the explosion was considerable as indicated by
objecte being thrown as high as the flying bridge; and the complete engine
of the suinride boat; the stern with rudder attached; part of the bhow and one
side; were thrown clear of the water und intoe two of the ship's landing boats
which were moored to the STARR some thirty feet forwerd of the locality of
the explosione.

da The STARR's pickat beoat was on the opposite side in its circuit
of the ship when the attack was made. A lookout reports that the sulcide
boat approached et high speed; only the bow wave could be seen; no noise of
engine was heard, and the explosion occurred before he could warn the bridge
on the telephons he was wearinge The crew apparently set the bhoest on a course
and abandoned it some fifty or so yards from the STARR as shortly after the
Vinpd dEaa WY LApalliU AVIT Mau YU vl e med verw B vied MWL VIAT e wiah wiiehdes s
hiding behind floating debrise After an exchange of ehots with the STARR's
picket boat they were killed; one presumably was an officer es indicated by a
sword recovered from the bodye.
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Subject: UeBeSs STARR = Japanese Suicide Boat attack on.
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Se Sufficient of the hull md other parts of the boat were
recovered so that it could be photographed and sstablished by a JICPQA
Igtelligence Team a3 cne of the known types of Japanese suicide boats
made of plywood; powered by & small automobile type engine and epproximately
eighteen feet long by five and one<helf feet beams
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AMPHIBIOUS GROUP TWELVE : 0
PhibGrpl2/Al6-3

Serial: 0037

S-E-C-R-E-T

SECRET

FIRST ENDORSFAENT to
C0Q U.S5.85. STARR Sec.
ltr. AL6=3 ser.00247
of 9 April 1945,

From: Commander Amphibious Group TWELVE. #
To: Commander in Chief, U. S, Pacific Fleet.

Via: Commander Task Force FIFTY-OKE.

Sub ject: U.5.5. STARR - Japanese Suicide Boat attack on.

o Lo Forwarded.

W N.ﬁLITT .

By direction.
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SECCND ENDORSEMENT on
G0, USS STARR Secret
Ltr. Al6-3 Ser. 00247

of 9 April 1945.

From: Commander Amphibious Forces, U. S. Pacific Fleet,
To 1 Commander in Chief, United Stutes Fleet.,

Via : Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet,

Sub ject: U.S.5. STARR - Japanese Sulcide Boat attack on.

1. Forwarded.
W. C. MOTT,
By direction.
Copy to:
CO, USS STARR
ComFIFTHFleet
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AKAE7/AL6w3 UsSeSe STARR (AKA 67)
Serial Nos 0217 o/o Floet Post Office
San Francisco, California,

CONFIDENTIAL 12 April 1946
Froms The Commanding Officers
To The Commander in Chief, United States Fleets
Via @ (1; Commandor Task Unit 55.243s (ComTransDiv42).

(2) Commander Task Group 55¢2e (ComTransRenl4 ).

(3) Commander Task Force 55, ~ (ComPhibsGroupl2)e
(4) Commander Task Force 51, (ComPhibsPac),

- (5) Commander FIFTH Fleet,
(6) Commander in Chief, Us S« Pacific Fleets

Subjects Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA = 1 April 1945 to
10 April 19454

References (a) Arts. 712 and 874, U. S« Navy Regulotions, 1920,
(b) PacFltConf. C/L 1CL=45.

Enclosures (_(A) Report of Gunnery Officer, UsS.S. STARRe A/ "
/,‘ (E) Report of Boat Group Commander, U.S.S. STARRe A )3
(

(C) Personnel Casualty Reporte 4 /L
(D) Movement Diagrame o 1Y

/
"

Part 1

BRIEF SUMMARY

The Transport Divisions stood in on easterly courses toward
the west central coast of OKINAWA during darkness of the morning of 1 April
1945, and upon arrival in the Outer Transport Area at daylight, commenced
launching boats for the attacke The first boat from the STARR was waterw
borne at 0615; the vessel then being in its assigned station in Outer Trans-
port Area EASY, and the fifth ship in the right hand column of Transport
Squadron FOURTEEN, in eruising fermation 2T, Until 1506, the same day,
tho STARR lay to on station dispatching DUKWe which constituted a part of
assault wave EIGHT, and bouts to othor vessels as assigned for assault
purposess At 1506 this vessel proceeded with Transport Division FORTY-
TWO, to which assigned, to Inner Transport Area EASY, anchored, and com=
menced gemeral unloading; unloading being interrupted at sunset as an air
attack became imminent; the STARR then proceeding with designatod units
for night retirement,

On 2 April the STARR returned to Inner Transport Aroa EASY)
anchored and rcsumed unloading oporations, boing interrupted again that
ovoning when an air attack became imminem$y whereupon the STARR shifted
berths to an anchorage closer inshore in anticipation of night unloading)
such unloading not materialising because the beach would not receive ship's
boats duo to darkness and surf,

137138 b 8 02540
%, , /
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CONFIDENTIAL ® ®

Serial Noj; 0217 12 April 1946

Subjects Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1945
to 10 April 1945,

On 3 April enemy aircraft appeared in the vicinity at 0030
and remained in the area until 0638; STARR proceeding shortly thereafter
a8 ordered to assigned berth H=99 further inshore, and resumed unloade
ing; such unloading continuing as boats and small craft were available
until 7 April at 1900 when STARR shifted to berth H~157; continuing to une
load as pessible both day and night until 8 April at 1438 when all combat
cargo was unloaded; the STARR then commenced loading empty. powder cans
from various designated unitse

On 9 April at 0420 STARR was the object of an attack by a
Japanese suicide boat which exploded prematurely some twenty (20) feet off
the starboard side amidships and as a result caused only minor damage.
Later in the morning of the same day STARR shifted to another designated
berth, completing all loading of empty ammunition cans late that afternoon.

On 10 April, this vessel transferred boats and personnel as
direeted and took departure from OKINAAA as a part of Task Unit 51.28.12,

Part 11

The STARR (AKA67) was assigned to Transport Division FORTY=-
TWO, Transport Squadron FOURTEEN, operating with Task Group 55.2 of Task
Force 65, replacing the VIRGO (AKA20) in the original attack plan. The
STARR did not participate in rehearsals carried out by S8quadron FOURTEEN
and Division FORTY-TWO in Leyte Gulf, as it arrived in the area on 9 March
1945) and the interval from that date until the day befors departure was
taken up by a period from 9 to 13 March during which ServRon TEN activities
were effecting repair of topside and temporary repair of underwater damsge
incurred incident t@ assault operations at Iwo Jima; followed by a second
period from 14 to 26 March wheon this vessel was ongaged in combat loading

for the fortheoming operations

On 27 March 1945 the STARR got underway with Transport Div-
ision FORTY=TWO in cruising formation 3Te Yuring passage through Leyte
Gulf gunnery exercises and damage control problems were helds

At 1831 Task Group eleared Gulf; formed cruising formation
2Ty sotting course for OKINAWA ISL.ND, NANSEI SHOTO; exercising at tactics
and simulated suicido plane attacke enroutos The sky was overcast during
entire passage nocessitating navigation by dead reckoning; the proximity
of several cyclonic storms causing deviations from prescribed track to re=
duce storm dangers to a minimume Moderate gales, moderate sea with heavy
swells were experienced enroute; moderating however while the Task Force
was yet more than twenty-four (24) hours distant from OKINAWA so that on
1 April, during the early morning the Task Group to which the STARR was
attached stood in to Outer Transport Area EASY and at daylight launched
boats without difficulty from sea conditions.

-2 =
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CONFIDENTIAL ‘I’
e Q
Serial No: 0217 April 1945.

Subject: Action Repert, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1946
to 10 April 1945,

The primary mission of this vessel was to deliver cargo and
landing boats where needed and when needed.

The position, composition, and disposition of own forces at
the outset of action is contained in ComTransGroup BASY's Annex DOG, to
ComPhibsGroup 12 Operation Order No. A1202=45.

Air raid warnings were received on 1 April during night
retirement and on 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, and 10 April while at anchor. Anti-
aircraft action occurred at times in the vicinity as indicated by gun-
fire; but was at no time sufficiently close for this vessel's battery to

participates
Part 111

Chronological Account (Using Zone Item, Minus Nine Time)

On 1 April at 0354 STARR set Condition I, enemy aircraft
having been detected in the vicinity and at 0504 set Condition IA (boat
handling) as transports approached outer transport area on easterly
courses. At 0614 STARR lay to in Outer Transport Area EASY and commenced
lowering DUKNs and boats; all craft being waterborne by 06564; boats being
dispatched to various designated assault units, the DUKis proceeding
directly to beach as a part of assault wave EIGHTs At 0840 approximately
110 men of various anti-aircraft units were received aboard for temporary
duty from the OXFORD and at 0800 boats commenced returning from their
assigned trips. At 1505 vessels of task group were directed to move to
an inshore transport area and at 1703 STARR anchored on previously dee
signated station; thereafter commencing general unloading of cargo in
accordance with orders of ComTransDivy receiving LCT 901 alongside to port
at 1748+ At 1901 imminence of an air attack caused all cargo operations
to cease and delayed scheduled night retirements At 1935 STARR stood out
with units of Transport Division 42 on southerly courses for night re-
tirement; returning to transport arca at 0827 the following day; enemy
aireraft being present in the viecinity frequently during the night as
indicated by gunfire but at too great a range to permit this vessol's

battery to participates

On 2 April at 0827, upon arrival in the inshors transport
urea, the STARR anchored and resumed general unloading using ship's boats)
recoiving a self-propelled barge alongside at 1030 to receive a Hanson
Crane; barge casting off again at 1202, At 1525 LCT 901 came alongeide
starboard bow; casting off again at 1842 when the imminence of an air
attack oaused all cargo operations to cease; whereupon the STARR shifted
to an anchorage further inshore in anticipation of night unloading;
anchoring again at 1856« Word was received shortly thereafter that no
small boats would be received on the beach due to surf and darknoss.

.3-



Serial No: 0217 12 April 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL

Subjects Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1945
to 10 April 1945.
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On 3 April at 0030 LSM 321 came alongside port quarter. At
0104 enemy aircraft were reported in the vicinity which caused unloading
operations to cease until 0638 when enemy apparently retired or was driven
off, having never actually attacked the transport areas At 0710 STARR
proceeded inshore to assigned anchorage H-99 in accordance with orders of
ComTransDiv; casting off LSM 321 and receiving her again on port quarter
when STARR again enchoreds At 0750 resumed unloading with ship's boatse
At 1410 LSM 321 cast off and at 1665 LCT 1326 was received alongside to
porte At sunset ship's boats were secured as no small boats were being
received on the beach during darkness; unloading continuing to LCT 1326.

On 4 April at 0647 LCT 1326 cast off and wnloading was dis-
continued awaiting assignment of other eraft; the beaches being c¢losed
to ship's boats due to unfavorable conditions. At 1640 LCS(L) 37 ceme
alongside port quarter to rececive provisions and cast off again at 1804,

On 5 April at 0933 unloading was resumed when LST 669 came
alongside to port; casting off again at 1916.

On 6 April STARR unloaded no eargo, as no transportation
was availables During the day six air raid warnings were received; the
enemy failing to penetrate screen with the oxception of ane raid whem one
Jap dive bomber was seen to.cragh in the transport areas

On 7 April at 0330 enemy aircraft again attempted to reach
transport area, and at 0800 enemy was either driven off or destroyed. At
0915 LCS 114 came alongside to port to receive provisions and cast off
again at 1145, At 1210 LST 733 came alongside to port to discharge empty
powder cans to STARR, casting off again at 1845; the STARR proceoding at
1900 to berth H=157, anchoring in assigned berth at 1933, as an air raid
warning was received, the alert lasting until 2109 whereupon unloading
was resumed to ship's boats as available.

On 8 April at 1438 all combat cargo was discharged; the
ST.RR continuing to load empty powder cans from various designated units.

On 9 4pril at 0420, under conditions of darkened ship and no
moon, an enemy suicide boat attempted to ram the starboard side amidships,
causing an explosion heavy enough to shake the ship; ecarry away radio
antenae; temporarily throw out all light and power switches; break some
150 electric light bulbs and cracked the lower half of the gear casing
on No« 1 main generator; but causing no apparent damage to the hull of
the vessel; presumably becausc the explosion was premature and occurred
some twenty feet off tho side without making contacts. Four men of the
STARR's personnel who were in landing boats moored alongside suffered
from blast concussion and shoek; the engine bedplates of eight lmding

- 4 =




CONFIDENTIAL . .
Serial No: 0217 12 April 1945.

Subjects Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1945
to 10 April 1945,

boats in the water in the vicinity were cracked by the shock; objects in
the suicide boat were thrown as high as the flying bridge; and the come
plete engine plus parts of the side, stern with rudder attached and other
items were later found in two of thesc landing boats which were moored
some twenty or thirty feet forwanrd of the place where the explosion
apparently took place. Shortly thereafter two Japanese swimmers were
detected around the bow and shot after an exchange of fire with the STARR's
LCV(P) No.23, which was acting as picket boat; the bodies later being
picked up by the ACHERN.R which was anchored 1000 yards or so awaye One
of these bodies was found to be equipped with a sword of the type worn

by Japanese army officers and it is assumed that these two swimmers were
the erew of the suicide boat. Fragments of the boat indicated that the
hull was of light construction, approximately 18' long with a 5' beam;
tapered bow and square stern, powered by a six-cylinder gas engine. At
0925 STARR shifted berth to H-183; anchoring again at 0939 and receiving
an LST 1024 alongside to port at 1024 to discharge empty powder cans to
this vessel; LST casting off again at 1635.

On 10 April at 0835, in accordance with orders of C.T«F. 5§
and after transferring one officer and three men together with one LCV(P)
to LST 1024 for further assignment; the STARR formed up with Task Unit
51429¢12 and at 1200 took departure from OKINAWA.

Part IV
ORINANCE
See report of the Gunnery Officer, Enelosure (A).
Part V
BATTLE DAMAGE

No Battle Damage was sustained by this veasel.
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Part VI

A+ SPECIAL COMMENTS AND INFORMATION

ﬁEﬁE&Pi°u' Action

ls Troope and Cargoe

(a) Designation and number of troops embarked:

Officers Enlisted

Coe C, 3218t Med. 1
Coe C, 3218t Engineers 20
Hotrs« Btry., 921st FulAe 5
Serve Btry., 921st Fad. 6
Btfy. Ao, 921st F.A. 5
Btryl Bl. 9215t Fule 4
Btry. C., 921st F.le 3
Cannon Coe, 383rd Inf. 4
Hqtrs. Co., 383rd Inf. 2
Service Co., 383rd Inf. 6 89
Btryo Dn' 485% Asede 1 25
204th Port Co. 7
88th Chemical Mortar 1 34
Btry. C., 294th 8.L.Bn. 28
Provisional Graves Reg. 15
474th Amphib. Tke Co. 1 10
T-Q.M. Team 2 1
Co«.Cs, 174th Engr- 30
Total 11 289

(b)  The above officers and men were embarked at San Jose Beach,
Leyte Island, Pele on 21 March 1945.

(6) A total of 1937 tons of cargo was loaded at San Jose Beach,
Leyte Island, P.Is, between 15 = 21 March 1945, and consist=

ed of the following:

103 vehicles; including 1/4, 3/4 and 2-1/2 ton trucks; 1/4

ton, 1 ton, M0, searchlight and power plant trailers; M29

cargo oarriers; bulldozers; 40mm. guns; and M5]1 multi-mount
+650 cals machine guns.

| A
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Weight of vehicles 559 tons
Rations 209 tons
Ammunition (all types) 278 tons
P.0.L. 278 tons
Signal 50 tons
Other bulk general cargo 472 tons (1613 drums)

Organijational equipment,
ordnance, Q.M. Supplies, etc. 363 tons

Loading:

Boating of cargo from the beach was acoomplished through
the use of LC??P)I, LCMs and LCTss Cargo was stowed in
the holds by ship's company, augumented by 110 enlisted
men of the U.S. Army from units that were later embarked.
Approximately 75% of the total loaded cargo was handled
with ship's gear rigged yard and stay, and remaining 25%
rigged for heavy lift.

Palletized cargo was handled with wire straps. Double
decked pallets were snaked into the wings. 4bbl. capacity
chime hook slings were used for lifting drums, utilizing
two when possibles The remaining bulk general cargo was

loaded with nets.

2e Landing Craft:

See report of the Boat Group Commander, Enclosure (B)e

Je¢ Casualties:

Seo Personnel Casualty Report, Enclosure (C)e

OTHER COMMENTS

ls Radar

and Communication:

The SG radar wae successfully used as an aid to navigation

at the objective and for station keeping enroutee The SA
radar was socured during operations in accordance with orders
of Commander Task force in order to reduce the amount of
interference, the more powerful and more sensitive SC and

SK radars were being subjected to by its uses

The material performance of the STARR's radio communications
was completely satisfactory.

-'.
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2e Navigations

No damage was incurred to, or any operational difficulties
experienced, with any of the Navigation Equipment, apart
from a gimbal riang on the port bridge wing pelorus that

was broken from shock of explosion imparted by suicide boat;
necessary repairs being accomplished by ship's force.

For diagram of ship's movements in transport arca, see
Enelosure (C).

3+ Engineering:

All main propulsion machinery performed satisfactorily.
Main plant was lit off during entire operation and ready to
m swer bells at all times. Steering engine was in operation
at all times with the motor control connected to the wheel

houses

At 0420, 9 April 1945 a violent external explosion occurred
to starboard which caused the main ecircuit breaker on the
main distribution board for #1 and #3 main generators, for
the main lighting circuits md for the engine room power
circuits to trip. The standby feed water and fuel oil ser=
vice pumps were started and the exhaust from the generators
was put to the atmosphero as all pumps on the main and aux~
iliary plant are electric drivens The main feed pump was
secured as the deacrating tank went dry due to failure of
the condensate pumps. At 0423 tho electrician of the watoh,
after satisfied that everything was in order, cut #1 main
generator in on the main distribution board and #3 was
secured, Necessary pumps woro started and at 0445 normal
operation of the plant was resumeds The main turbines were
inspected and tested satisfactorily.

A8 a rosult of the explosion the following damage was noted:
(a) As of 10 April 1945, #1 main generator wae secured due
to excessive vibration and noises. External inspection re-
vealed a erack in the lower half of the gear casing, and
symptoms that the generator was out of dignments (b) Other
minor damages wore within the abi'it;” of the ship's force

to repair. (e¢) As of 12 April 1844 additional minor dameges
are being located and remedieds

The ship was not called upon to furnish fresh wator, fucl
oil or diesel oil to outside activities.
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Subjeots Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1946
to 10 April 1945,

4¢ Stpply:

Dry provisions, ship's store stosk md clothing items were
sufficient to meet the normal requirements of all small
craft that eame alongsidey, General stores, with the ex-
ception of such eritical material as cordage, was sufficient
to meet the demands of this vessel and those of landing
craftes As before, canned fruits, fresh provisions, and bread
were in greatest demand, and in most cases their requests
could not be met, If properly stowed, a supply of boneless
meats ample to meet usual requirements can be carrieds This
vessol loaded with lamb carcasses, beef in quarters, pork
sides, eto,, immediately prior to the operatione The re-
frigerated spaces are absolutely inadequate to carry fresh
provisions for the number of troops assigned plus ship's
company over any but the very shorteat period of t imes

5s¢ Medicaly

There wore three Army patients, and four casualties to
ship's personnel handled during this operation. Two Army
cases handled were (1) Compound Fraecture, Left Radius due
to bullet wound and (2) Spraimd Joint, Ankles The four
casualties to ship's personmel are adequately desoribed in
Enclosure (C)s In comparison to previous operation engaged
in by this vessel, the work of the Medical Department was
extramely lighte No remarks are considered necessary con=
cerning casualty handling, supplies and hospital corps

personnel s

6+ Executive Officer's Report:

The Executive Officer's Report has not been included in that
he has no matter to report which is not specifically included
herewiths Authority: Allav 207-44.

Part VII

Personnel Performance and Casualties:

Luring the operation, no other casualtiec occurred aboard
this vessel other than those alroady reported on by the Medical Departi-
ment in Enclosure (C) end paragraph 5 of Part VI.

All officers and enlisted personnel subordinate to my command
constantly displayed initiative, resourcefulness and constancy of purpose

throughout the operations
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Subjeet: Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1945
to 10 April 1545,

Part VIII

Lessons Learned:

That because of its low visability and high speed character-
istics; if the one which made an unsuccessful attack on the STARR is an
example; Japanese suicide boats can apparently approach at low speed under
the cover of darkness sufficiently close undetected to cover the remeine
ing distance to the vessel concerned in a final high speed attack with
very little chance of gun fire from the vessel or interception by its
picket boat being effective in preventing the suicide boat from ettaining
its objecetives

That ship's picket boats are an effective means of protecting
an anchored vessel from encmy swimmors, drifting mines, and booby traps;
but should be considered a possible deterrent only, insofar as suicide boat
attacks, under conditions of darkness, are concerneds

Conclusionst

That the use of picket boats by a ship is a deterrent which
may operate to cause hasty adjustments and faulty cstimates of distance
as possibly occurred in the ease in question; as the explosion apparently
took place prematurely about twenty feet off the ship's side.

That two picket boats will furnish the muximum deterrent
offect with the minimum number of boats.

Recommendations)

That picket boats be furnished with readily operated spot lights.

Thet damage control type, battery operated, portable flood
lanterns similar to stock number 17 L 7766 and more powerful than battle
lanterns be furnished as a means of quick and readily directed illumination
under the control of the 0fficer of the Deck for uso on the bridge in con~
nection with emorgencies of this naturo whero installed searchlights lack
the flexibility and direct control required or may be inoperative due to
power failure as a result of explosion or shock.

':J\.. Glﬁp‘\_. o ,-.._"U:

RICK OLIVER GOL TH
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AKAGT/A5=9/dd . UsSeSe STARR (AKAwE7) .
o/o Pleet Post Office
CONFIDENTIAL San Francisco, Calif,
12 April 1946
From: Gunnery Officer.
To 1 Cormanding Officer,

Sub jects Report of Gunnery During Operation off Okinawa, Ryukyu
Islands, 1 April = 10 April 1545.

1. During subject operation seven (7) enemy planes were sightocd.
No anti-aircraf't firing was done by this ship since all enemy planes were
shot down before coming within range of our guns, Small arme fire from .30
caliber rifles, shotguns, and Thompson sub machine guns were usaed against
the personnel of a Japanese suicide boat that attacked this ship at 0420 on
the morning of L plus eighte The following observation were mades

Ae Ordnance material and equipment performed satisfactorily.

1y Ammunition expendeds
25 rounds 00 gage shotgun ammunition.
162 rounds of 30 cal iber rifle ammunition.
60 rounds of +406 caliber ammuntion.

2¢ Fire discipline was very good.

3s On the afternoon of L plus five, seven (7) enemy planes were
observed at various times attempting to enter Transport Areas 4ll of these
planes were shot down before ocoming within range of this ships Two (2) plance
wore positively identifiod as "OSCARS", the other planes were too far eway
to make positive identification certain,.

On the morning of L plue eight at approximately 0420 this
ship was attacked by a Japanese sulcide boat which approached undetected
under the cover of darkness on the starboard side of this ships. This ship
had four (4) LCM's and LCVP's tied up on the starboard side at the approxi=
mate spot where the suicide boat hit. The boat had apparently been set on
a collision course and the two (2) men (Japanese) who manned this boat
abandoned their craft before detonation took place. The charge in the suleide
boat detonated with terrific concussion apparently before the sulcide boat hit
the ship or the landing craft in tho waters It is believed the charge wns
fused and detonation oceured prematurely. The two (2) Japanese officers who
manned the boat were spotted in the water on the port side of the ship and
were shot with 30 caliber rifles, shotguns, and Thompson sub machine guns.

B The Japanese suicide boat was approximately 18' long, constructed
if thin three-ply plywcod. The boat appeared to be approximately 5' wide, 3!
deep, and was powered with a modified Chevrolet type motor of the year model
1930 or 1931« 1t appears that the main blasting charge used by this boat was
fused for apparently the detonation took place whon this boat wans a short dis-
tance away from the LCM's and LCVP's on thn starboard side of the ship. While

the detonation was terrifio the main force of the explosion was directod town-d

and absorbed in the destruction of the suicide boat itself, most of which wue

-1~ ENCLOSURE (A)

//




| mev/as—s‘ .

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject: Report of Gunnery During Operation at Okinawa,
Ryukyu Islands, 1 April - 10 April 1946.
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blown into one of the LCM's tied alongside starboard side of the
ship nearcet the scene of the explosion. Four (4) men on watgh

in the boats were injured from the concussion of the explosion.

No material damage resulted to the hull of this ship as a result
of the attack.

Ce The use of smoke wag excellent during this oper-
ations The three (3) Todd Model "E" generators located aboard
this ship provided most satisfactory service. One (1) Besler
Model 374 generator used in a smoke boat performed satisfactorily.
Smoke boats used M4A2 smcke floats to good advantagee

R« FISHER

“-2a- ENCLOSURE (A)
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CONFIDENTIAL . UsSeSe STARR (AKA-67) .
63 c o Fleet Post Office
Francisgo, California
12 April 1946

Froms Boat Group Commander.
To 1 The Commanding Officers
Subject: Boat Report During Operation at Okinawn;

1 April 1545 = 9 April 1946,

1. D=DAY: Nineteen (19) boats were assigned to other ships
for the initial landing, to retwrn to the STARR after one trip. Three
boats were assigned to this ship for usc as smoke boat, picket boat,
and messonger boat respectivelys Two boats were used by the Boat Group
Commander and his assistant as wave guides for wave eight (8)=the dukw
wave for TransDiv 42, Boats were assigned to ships as followss

5 LCVP's to U.S.8. EDGECOMBE

6 LCVP's to U.S.S. LATIMER

3 LCVPYs to U«SeSe STARR

2 LCVP's For WAVE GUIDES (8th Wave)
5 LCM's to UsS.S« EDGECOMBE

1 LCM to U.S«8« LATIMER

2 LCM's to U.8.8, NESHOBA

2e The boats were dispatched according to schedule and all
of them reached their destination on timee 4t the above listed ships
the boets were loaded and formed waves in the initial assault for
beaches White 3, Brown 3, and Brown 4.

3e Two of the ships boat officers were assigned as wave
guides for assault waves leaving from the U.S.Sy EDGECOMBE, The
Boat Group Commander and Aasistant Boat Group Commander led the
eighth wave (dukw wave) to the beachs This wave was formed at tho
STARR before proceeding to the beachs The Boat Group Commander was
ordered to report to the PC 1081 for duty after the eighth wave had
hit the beach, and at 0 plus 6 he relieved the control officer for
Brown benches, who was ordered to the beach as TransDiv 42 beach=
masters The Assistant Boat Group Commander returned to the STARR to
take charge of the boat group during the unloading phases

4 Reef conditione were such that only boats with vehiclos
were able to hit the beach and then only at designated points. All
othes boats were unloaded at the line of transfer into LVI's and
Dukwse Boats from the STARR returncd to the ship at various times
on the afterncon of D=Day and continued unleading until noon on D
plus 2 when a priority wae pleced on ships boats from all APAs
operating on Brown and White beacles.

be On the afternoon of D plus 2 all LCM's were ordered to
hit the reef by the squadron control officere Due to heavy sea and
high wind that came up, the LCM's were left, boyond salvage by boats,
on the reefes Two LCM's from this ship wero amoung the groups They
remained on the beach, fully manned, until D plus 8, at which time

“«1lmw ENCLOSURE (B)
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Subjects Boat Report During Operation at Okinawa;
1 April 1945 = 9 April 1845.

- E EE e S awE R s = R w O m @ m W W om W R R m = W @ R Eme W = W = -

they were pushed off the beach by army bulldogers. The remainder
of the boats were anchored approximately twenty-five yards seaward

of the reef.

Ge From D plus 2 until D plus 7 priority was such that the
STARR wus unable to unload any of her boats at the line of translers
The boat officers and crew men did an excellent job of unloading them
by hand into whatever lighterage they found aflcat. The boats were
oompletely wnloaded on D plue 6. As the boats were unloaded they
returned to the ship and were relieved when it was possible.

Te On D plus 7 Ensign Ae Es Hancock, made three trips
to the beach and arranged to have the STARR placed on the priority
list of Brown beach 2. At 1800 that afternoon thu STARR began again
to unload cargo into her boatss The entire boat crew operated from
the ship to the line of transfer until 1600 on D plus 8, at which time
the ship was completely unloaded of cargo und troops.

BOAT CASUALTIES:

D-Dey

LCM Installed new ramp cable,

ICM #1 Installed oil cooler inlet lines in both engines.
LCM Repaired ramp winoh.

ICVPF17 Installed oil cooler lines.

LCVP#23 Freed-up clutch fingers, adjusted smoke generator.

D plus 1
LCM #5 Welded hole in side.
ILCM #2  Put gasket in fresh water manifold.
LCVP#15 Installed rudder arm and propellers
LCVP#10 Replaced shoe and rudder.
LC 4 Repaired rudder, cleaned salt water from transmission.
LCVP#17 HKeplaced clutch stop ring, replaced clutch linknge.
LCVP#RO Replaced rudder, patched hole in bottom.

D plus 2
Ic 4 Installed rudder.
LCVP#15 Installed ruddor, repaired rudder aru.

D plus 3
LC 0 Installed rudder, propeller, and cutless buaring.
LC Changed propeller, plugged hole i bottom.

D plus 4

LCVP#18 Plugged hole in bottom.

-2 ENCLOSURE (B)
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Subjects Boat Report During Operation at Okinawa,
1 April 1945 = 9 April 1945.

D plus §

LC 4 Replaced solenoid switch.
LC Patched hole in side, replaced portion of the deck.
1

LC 3 Repaired bilge pump.

LCM#L Changed Batteries, adjusted generator and starter. Changed
propellers, stbd. rudder and shoe; and patched holes in side
and beottoms .

LCM #4¢ Changed drive shaft, cutless bearings, strut, snd both
propellerse. Patched large hole in the sides

D plus 6
LCM Patoched two holes in port side, welded seven holes.
LCM Changed sea water pumps

D plus 9

The explosion of a Jap suicide boat caused eight forward engine mounts
to be broken and confiderable damage to the ramp of an LCM.

CREW CASUALTIES:

On D plus 9 a Jap suicide boat exploded near the STARRs The
engine and shaft and other parts of the boat came down in an LCM tied
alongside the ship, causing injury to four of the crew. Injuries
sustained were not fatal.

TRANSFER?

On D plus 9 the STARR transferred four LCM's to the LSD 4 for
the Standard Landing Craft Unit 40, in accordencc with the boat
dispostion table,

On D plus 9 the STARR transferred ono officer and three men from
the Boat Group in LCVP #16 to LST 1024, for temporary duty with the
Boat Pool, in accordance with orders from Commander Task Force 50e

Robert Bs Wallace

“3- ENCLOSURE (B)
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CONFIDENTIAL . UsSeS+ STARR (AKA=67) .

= ghs o/o Fleet Post 0ffice
Serial: 78 San Francisco, California
12 April 1945
From: The Medical Officers
To @ The Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.
Via 1 The Commanding Officer.
Subject: Casualties occurring during action ; report of.

Referencer (ag Manual of Medical Department, Paragraph 3518.
(b) Pacific Fleel Letter, 9L-44.

le In accordance with references (a) and (b) the following
report is hereby submitted relative to four injuries to personnel on
board this vessel during landing operations on Okinawn. Those casualties

were due to enemy action.

(a) FLETCHER, Russell Franklin, Slc USNR, 758 B2 84, Blast
Concussion, Atmospheric #2586; Contusion, Multiple #2512,
by reason of Concurrent, Key Letter "K", due to explcsion
and fragmentation of enemy suicide boat,

Progonois:  Goods
Disposition: Retained on board.

(b) FRAZIER, Everett Vurlan, Cox USNR, 874 30 95, Blast Con-
cussion, Atmospheric #2686) Contusion, Multiple #2512,
by reason of Concurrent, Key Lotter, "K", due to explosion
and fragmentation of enemy suicide bout,
Prognosis; Good.
Disposition: Retained on board.

(e) MOORE, Wiiliam Eatle, MoMM3c¢c USKNR, 874 36 00, Blast con~
cussion, Atmospheric #2686; Contusion, Multiple #2612, by
reagon of Conourrent, Key Letter "K", due to explesion and
fragmentation of ememy suicide beat.

Prognonis:  Good.
Dispositions Retained on board.

(d) NORNICKI, Jerome Joseph, MoMM33, USNR, 951 27 28, Blast
Conoussion #2586; Contusion, Multipie #2512, by reason
of Concurrent, Key Lettor "K", duo to explosion and
frogmentation of suicide boat.

Prognosis:  Good.
Disposition: Retained on board.

H. Bs TRACHTENEERG

ENCLOSURE (C)
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FB7-42/A16-3  COMUANDER TRANSPORT DIVISION FORTY-THO
Serial Yo, 030 FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORINIA

CONFIDENE] AL 2 April 1945

FIRST IDORSEEIT to C.0.
STARR conf, ltr. AKA67/Al6-3,
serial 0217, dated 12 April

1945,
Froms The Commander, Transport Division FORTY=TVWO,
Tos The Commarder in Chief, United States Fleet,
Via: Elg Commander Task Group 55.2 (ComTransRonll)
2) Commander Task Force 55 (ComPhibsGroup 12)
(3) Commander Task Force 51 (ComPhibsPac)
(4) Commander FIFTH Fleet
(5) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet,
Subjects Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1945
1. Forwarded,
2 The U.,S5.,5, STARR arrived LEYTE GULF from IVO, Volcano

Islands after other vessels of this division were loaded and ready
for training and participation in the OKINAWA Operation, The STARR
was substituted for the U,5.5. VIRGO, not available,

3 The performance of the STARR was most creditably due
in large part to the energy and resoureefulness of her commanding

officer,
Q [ ? Q-l&qj
A Re um .

C'OP-‘I" tos
U 13050 STAIR
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Al6-3 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
TRANSPORT SQUADRON FOURTEEN

serialg 14
¢/o Fleet Post Office,
CONFIDENTIAL San Francisco, Celif,
6 May, 1945
SECOND ENDORSEMENT to
CO STARR conf, ltr, AKA67/Al6w3,
serial 0217, dated 12 April 1945,
Froms Commander Transport Squadron FOURTEEN,
Tos The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Vias 1) Commander Amphibious Group TWELVE (CTF 55),

2) Commander Amphibious Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet (CIF 51),
3; Commander FIFTH Fleet,

4) Commander in Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet,
Subject: Action Report, Operation off OKINAWA - 1 April 1945
to 10 April 1945,
1. Forwarded,
2, The Squadron Commander concurs in the remarks of The

Commander, Transport Division FORTY=TWO in paragraph 2 of first endorse-
ment,

3. As noted, the STARR was substituted at a late date for

the VIRGO, and reported directly from IWO JIMA where much structural
damage had been received, Tender availability on a "not to delay" basis
was granted immediately upon arrival at LEYTE, and loading and repair

work were carried on simultaneously. '
!ly e Lu_-u r..r(.lik'.wd~

Quliver &
Le The C ding Officer of the STARR is to be complimented

on the energy displayed both during the loading period and during the
time spent at the target area,

H. R SHAW,
By direction,
Copy to:
UuSe8e STARR
“
b,
b
8 02540
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AMPHIBIOUS GROUP TWELVE 8

PhibGrplZ/Al6-3

-1'-.1.-2~_ g'.r.-; ;Al‘f‘

THIRD ENDCRSEMENT to:

CO STARR Conf. 1ltr, '

AKA67/A16-3, ser. 0217

dated 12 April 1945.

From: Commander Amphibious Group TWELVE.

To : Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

Via : (1) Commander Amphibious Forces, U, S, Pacific Fleet.,
(2) Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet.

Sub ject: Action Report., Operation off OKINAWA = 1 April 1945

to 10 April 1945.

1. Forwarded, concurring with second endorsement,

fae

Jn Lc HllLL, JI'-

Copy to:
ComTransRon 1k,
CO, USS STARR

8 02540
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REG. SHEET NO/47,
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER

CAr/P16-3 AMPHIBIOUS FORCES, U.S. PACIFIC FLEET 05/ce
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Serial: UioY

i - r {7 7*/ .
J AUG (44 /\ ¢ !
CONIDENT IAL
H LNDORS to
Cv o14ARR Conf, ltr.
AKA67/A16-3, Serial
0217 of 12 April 1945,
From: Commander Amphibious Forces, U. S. Pacific Fleet,
Te Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
Via : (1) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Flest,
Subject: Action Report, Operation off OKIwAWA = 1 April
to 10 April 1945,
73
1, Forwarded, Comments will be forwarded at a date
if deemed advisable,
H. G. HEEDY
By directie
Copy to: b
00, STARR

14 UG 1945/
SZZ ,, :

Froms  CinCPme)
To: CoitriaCh
1. TForvaped®d:

2. 1r co.."“t is considered
CinCPaa's Mouthly RePort of Oparations

in ghe Pacirie 00’40 Areas for tie

N manth concerned
b
.

’,’ directien
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ARA6Y /41 6-3 @ vsssumune) @
Serial No10200 o/o Fleet Post Offico
Son Francisco, California,

CONFIDENT IAL 1o Maroh 1945,

Froms The Commanding Officers
To The Comuander in Chief, United States FMleet,

Via 1 (1) Commander Task Unit 51,11,2 (CouTransDivdd),
2) Camander Task Unit 51,31,1 (ConTransRonl6),
8) Comuander Task Foree 51 (ComPhibaPac),
(4) Commander FIFTH Fleet,
(5) Conmander Amphibious Forces, U, 8, Pacific Fleoet,
(6) Cormander in Chief, U, 8, Pacific Fleet,

Bubject: Aotion Report, Operation off Iwp Jina = 19 February 1945 to
5 March 1945,

Reforencet (a) Art, 712, 874. U. 8. Navy Regulations, 1920,
(b) PacFltConf C/L 1CLe=45,

Enclosuror “(A) Report of Guanery Officer, flo
‘(B) Report of Boat Group Gmmdoz;, U.8.8, STARR, P/l
(¢) Personnel Casualty Roport, f /S

AD) Movonent Diagran, f /6 g 05'351
Part 1
BRIEF SUMMARY

The Transport Divisions stood in on northwostorly courses townrd
tho southenst coust of Iwo Jina during darlkness of the norning of February 19,
1946, arriving in the transport aren at daylight and cormienosd launohing boats
for tho attack. The first boat from tho STARR wus wuterborne at 0642; the
vossel boing then in its assigned station in Reserve Transport Area BAKER, and
the thirteenth ship in the left hand colwin of Transport Squadron FIFTEEN in
the approach disposition taken,

Until 26 February the STARR lay %o in this gemeral area during biw
daytine, receiving casualties and dispatching boats as roquiroed; retiring at
night with cthor ships as ossigned, with tho exception of tho night of DOG Il
when voseol did not rotire owing to being ongaged in the procoss of transforr-
ing priority 8" cargo amumunition to the USS SALT LAKE CIYY which ocmie alon;e
sido to port; both vossels lying to, This pporation wans discodtinucd at 1925
dus to an air raid worning; the eruiser casting off md the transfor of
armnition wos rosunod tho following day when tho oruisor caue alongside to
l‘l‘-nrboard.

On 26 Fobruary the STARR mayed inshore; anchorod, and upon order:
coruionced discharging special heavy oquipuent followed by gomoral cargo; sur .
unloading being continued until 1700, § Ucreh, whon unloading was couploted;
and at 1730, upon ordors of Cormander Task Foree 51, the STARR procceded ine
dopondently for duty with Cormander Amphibious Group 12,

114371 s




W . .o March 1945,

Serial No:10200

Sub ject Action Report, Oporction off Iwo Jinma = 19 Fobruary 1945 to
§ Uarch 19454
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Port 11

Tho STARR (AKA67) was assigned to Transport Division 44, Transe
port Squadron 15, operating with Task Growp 51,11 of Task Force 51; in addition
this vessol oporatod under Transport Squadren 15 for training and proparatic.
for thoe attack on Iwo Jimg; suoh training ifcluding participation ii tho land-
ing exorcisos conduotod Junuary 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, off lau®
Island in the Hawoniion Aroa, and the final xchoarsul off Tinian Island in the
Mariands Group on 8 February; in addition to vhich this wessel conducted
individual danage control and gunnory oxorcisos while enroute from tho Howsil.
Aroa to Saipan,

The prinary migssion of this vosecl vme to doliver cargo und lande
ing bonts vhere nooded and when nocded,

Tho pbasition, couposition, ond disposition of ovm forces at the
outset of action is aontaninod in QonTronsGroup BAKER Landing Attack Order.

Alr raid wiruings vore recoived on Fobruary 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
24, and March 1 and 2, while at anchor or on night rotirenont vith othor vescclis
Anti-aircraft action ogecurrod ot times in the vicinity uwe indicatod by gunlira,
but was at no time sufficiontly oloso for this wvogsel's bettory t Wa‘:c.

21
Port II1
Chronological Aocount’(Uaing Zono King Minus 10 Tiwuo)

On 19 February, at 0545, sot Condition I, wnd ot 0600 corpichoqd
taking approach formation, scouring fran Condition I and sctting Condition IA
{boat handling)s At 0642 STARR lay to in Rosorvo Transpert Arco BAKER and
cormancod loweoring boatss” At 0750 conpleted lowering and dispatching of a1l
boats; all boats bping assigned to cthor ships for nssault purposose 4t 1156
boats oosmonsod returning fron thoir assigned trips. At 1615 rcooivod tho
USS S.LT LAKE CITY nlongside to port to discharge 600 rounds of olght inch
naval armunition, Constantly incroasing eplls fro. tho nortiicast causod both
vossols to roll considorably rosulting in danage to o boon and various gun
rounts along tho port sido of this vesscls Thosc swolls also orusdd tho undape
wotor bodios to batter ngainst ocagh othor dnmaging to saue dxtont the fracs
on the port sido of tho ongino rocu, A4t 1730 this voasol comwencod récoivi: -
casualtios from tho boaohs At 1912 the LxMnonco of an air attack intorrupt
the discharge of wmunition and tho SILT LAKE CITY cast off; both vodscls roe
naining in the transport area until daylight; during which tinc this vogsol
recoivod noro easualtios fran the boach,

On 20 Fobruary at 0733 tho grulser agnin cane alongside, this tin
to starboard, and tho discharging of awmunition wns roswncds “urity this .
. tho franocs, gun nounts and sholl plating on the starboard side booaug so b...'.l

. Q/
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Sorial No:0200 10 March 19485,

Subjoots Astion Ropart, Oporation off Iwo Jina « 19 Fobruary 1945 to
5 March 1945,
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batterod that at 1227 tho cruisor ccst off; unloading boing sonplotod at 1720
by use of ship's boats, At sunsot tha STARR formed up for night rotiroment
with designated units,

On 21 Fobruary at 0720 this wvessel rcturned to the trangport arv :
the rost of tho day boing ongaged in dispatching boats and assisting othor
anphibious units as noceczszary until 1710, when an air raid bocano irminont,
whoroupon tho STARR and other dosignatod upits again fornmed up for night roe
tirorent; the air raid lasting intormittently until 0349, 22 Fobruary, during
which time ruch anti-aircraft firo wos obsorvod on all quarters ot too groat
o distance to allow this vossol's battory te participato,

On 22 Fobruary ot 0700 tho STARR again rotwrnoed to tho transport
aron; lyiug to, ongaging in nocossary boat ropair, boat dispatch, and assist
%o amphibiocus oraft as nocossaryy rotiring that ovoning ot 1810 in coupany - .
various units,

Qn 23 Fobruary, ot 0940, tho STARR lay to off shorc and at 100G
hold burial sorviees in 300 fathons of wogtor for a Marine casualty; thorooft.:
roturning to tho transport arca,

Fron 23 Fobruary %o 26 Fobruary was spont dispatehing boats to
assault units, rondoring assistansc to anphibious oraft as nogossary, ropair-
ing ship's boats and awaiting orders to cormonco unloading, rotiring cash
night as boforo.

g F p-

On 26 Fobruary tha STARR proococded inshore to a.noho;'-’mgw
unlonding comnoncoed; continuing on a twoutye-four hour basis to various amphibe
ious craft alongside dispatchod to this vossol by Cormiondor Task Forco as $hoy
bocono available; discharge of cargo continuing until 1643, 5 llarch during
whieh timo this wvosgel and units alongsido rocoived considorablo battoring fron
swolls in tho aron, nocossitating seworal changos in anchorage in an attoupt to
provido bettor unloading conditions,

During tho unloading poriod anmphibious craft woro rocoived alenge
sido as follows:

On 26 Fobruary LSU 44 was roccived alongsido to port at 2300, and
LCT 632 nlongeido to starboard ot 2400,

On 27 Fobruary at 0420 LSU 238 wus roceived nlongsi do to star-
board; LSU 44 costing off port side ot 0635, At 0805 LST 121 caw alongside
to port and at Q915 LCT 632 cast off fron tho starbonrd side, At 1725 LSI 23°
and LST 121 oast offy STARR undorwoy scoking o nmoro sheltorod borths anchrri:
agnin at 2100, in tho vioinity of tho original borth; more favorablo oncs be-
ing occupied,
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Soriel No, 0200 10 Maroh 1945,

Subjoet: Action Roport, Oporation off Iwe Jina « 19 Fobruary 1946 to
5 March 1945,
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On 28 Fobruary at 0720 LSM 264 was rocoivoed alongsido to port, but
duo to danago boing sustainod by both units in hoavy swoll, LSM 264 cast off
ogain atl007 and ST/RR procoodod to a more sholtorod borth in wator too doop to
anchor and lay to off boach at 1130, continuing to discharge cargo in availaildble
ship's boats until 1745, vhon this vosgel shiftod to a night anchorage, anchox
ing at 1918, and continuing to dischargo cargo to ship's boats as availablo,

On 1 March at 0230 tho irminonec of mm air attoock caused all carge
oporations to coase; the alort continuing until 0423; tho romaindor of the duy
boing spont ammiting the assigmnont of amphibious craft to this vossol and ot
2040, tho sano dny, LST 928 was vocoivod alongside To port and unloading opor =
tions roswiod; boing intorruptod ot 2140 by warning of ponding air attack,
Oporations woro rosuncd at 2204,

On 2 March ot 0007 LST 928 partod all but ono spring linc as o
rosult of continuous hoavy swolls; cast off fron port sido, tomporarily dis=-
continuing eargo oporationsy At 0633 o pore faverable anchorago bosonming
availablqg, the STLRR shifted borth and anghored at 0818, rocoiving LST 928 .1 =
sido to port at 0920 and resunod discharging cargo, At 1346 LOT 632 owwe ul. -
sido to sbarboard to bo fusled and provisionod and cast off again at 1562, huve
ing rocoived ordors to toko no cargo fron this vossel duo to a noro wrgant
assigmont, At 2122 Linonce of an alr attack interrupted tcemporarily tho
discharge of cargo until 2140, At 2332, 1OT 866 wns rogcivod to starboards
LST 928 loft tho port side at 2368, having partod all lincs in the swolls,

On 3 Uarch at 0658 LCT 866 cast off starbonrd sido and FTARR pro-
coodod ot 07835 to o now anchorage off wost boach of Iwo Jina, in oceordance witl
vorbal ordors of Comandor Task Foroos anchoring at 0816 and rocoiving LST 928
alongsido to port at Q8564, At 1230 o ropresontative of Task Group 51.11 carp
aboard to nore offoctivoly control the allocation of amphibiocus oraft to this
vossol, At 1740 LS 207 omo alongside to starboard, fellowod by LSHU 143
alongsido tho starboard quartor at 1825, At 1911 LST 928 cast off port side . °
1CT 863 oono alongaido to port at 1322,

On 4 March at 0236 LSM 241 cano alongsido to starboard and ot 060!
10T 866 cast off followod by LSM 143 whioh cast off ot 0612, Ay 0615 LSM 201
rogoivod alongsido to starboard and follawod by LOT 1031 which canwo alongsid:
to port at 0760, At 1369 LU 241 cast off boing roplacod by LSU 44 at 1425,
At 1430 LSM 201 cast off starboard sido and was roplasod by LS 48 at 1456, At
1545 LCT 1031 cast off port sido followod by LCT 1269 which sane alongsido %o
M ot 1'“.

On 6 larch ot 0225 L&M 43 cast off boing roplasod by LSU 206 ot
0300, At 0415 L&M 44 cast off followod by LCT 1269 which cast off ot 0015, .-
1000 IST 1154 oano nlongside to popt and cast off at 1600, At 1650, tho last
of tho eargo was dischargod to LSM 208 on tho starboard bow and LSM 206 cast
off,

Operation complotod noking proparations for oxooution of furthur
assigmnont,

4 e
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Part IV
ORDNANCE

Soe report of the Guumory Officor, Enclosurc (A).

Part v

BATTLE DAMAGE

No Battloc Daungo wns sustainod by this vessol,
Part VI
A« SPECLAL COMMENTS AND INFORMATION

Aaphibious Action

1. Troopl and Qargo.
(a) Dosignation and nwiber of troops cnbarked,

Officors Troops

; uaignn.l Bn. VaC 1 &
Corps.T¥alisport Co, VAC 1 _
62nd Naval Construction Battalien 5 1'3 051'551
23rd Spoecial llaval Construction
Battalion

3 79
(b) Tho throc officers and sovontysnine (79) men of the 23rd Spocial
Naval Coustrustion Battalion, werc ombarked at Honolulu, Oahu,

T. H, on b Janvary 1945, Officors and troops of other units werc
oubarkod at Kahului, Maui, T, H.,, on 8 Janwary 1945,

(¢) A proload of 600 rounds of 8" Naval wmwmnition, 600 point dew
tonating fuzos and 1200 cang of powder was taken aboard at Poarl
Harbor (West Loch) Oahu, T, H., tho night of 28 and 29
Doconber 1944,

A total of 1742 tons of cargo vms loadod at Kahului, HMoui, T. 7.,
botwoon 9 = 12 January 1945, and consistad of tho followdug:

116 Vohiclos consistiig ofs Jton trucks, 1 ton trucks, 13 tou
trucks, 23 ton trucks and vans, 1 ton and  ton trailors, bull-
dogors, rond grodors, oranc, roofor boxos, nmotorcyolos, do=
stilling units, generator, nachine shop, propulsion units, .:d
conerote nixors,
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§ March 1945,
(¢) Cont'd,

Woight of vohiclos including niseollancous goar loaded
thoreon anounted to 374 toms,

Rationas 251 tons

Armaunition 109 tons (High oxploa’
102 tons, 5...1°
aras 7 tons)

Signal Bquipnont 11 tons

Potroloun products 311 tons (2896 druus

gasoling, oil,
diescl, greasc)
Hiscellancous CeBs Equipiont &
Supplioa 788 tons

(d) Loading:

Cargo wus loaded froma o doek and stowed in tho holds by ship's
company augnantod by throo (3) officors and sovonty-nine (73)
onlistod non of 23rd Spocial lavnl Construction Bottalion, who
had boon dotailed as ship's platoon, Approxisatoly 95% of tho
tetal loadod carge wns handled with ship's gear rigged yard and
stay, and tho ropaining 5% wos loaded vith goar riggod for hoavy
1ife, Projeétilo tubs and nots wore usod For loading Haval
Arvnition and powdor pospostivoly, &aall arns awrmnition and
nost of tho rotions wore loadod with pallot bridlcs and slings,
Druns wero loadod vith ching hook slings, The rannining gonerol
cargo was loadod with nots and thirty (30) foot slings v th
running hooka,

2+ Landing Craft:

Soc Roport of tho Boat Group Cormvindor, Enelosurc (B),

Js Casunlticsm
Soo Porgonnol Casual®y Ropors, Enelosuro (C),

B, OTHER COMMENTS

1, Radar and Coamunication,

Tho 8G rodar was succossfully usod as on nid %o Navigation at tho
objoetive and for station kooping onroute, Tho SA radar wus
soourod during operctions in accordance with orders of Cowwnnder
Task Fopgo in ordor to roduco tho amount of interforensc, the .....
ful and noro sénsitive SCyand 8K padars worc boing gubjoetcd

o by its usc,
.6- é
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8ub joote Aotien Roport, Oporation off Iwo Jina « 19 Fobruary 19456 to
6 Mgroh 1945,

l¢ Rodar and Coununications (Cont'd),

Tho natorial porfornanee of tho ST/RI's radio carumications vne
conple tely satisfactory, but at mapy tinos during tho roheurs 1.
and oporation itsclf, the intor-ship comiunications wore so st
as to hinder tho cfficicney of tho oporating proocdurce This
nay ho attributed to tho onornous traffic, froquont poor
disciplino and failure in tho chain of wvisuul rosponsibility,
During the poriod of this roport, thorc woro no mnatorial fail-
uros of rodio or ¥isual commumiecation,

24 Navigation,

No danage was incurred to, or any oporationa}] difficultics oxe
poricncoed, with any of $ho Navigational Equipnent, For diagri
of ship's novenionts in transport arca, sco Enels (D).

5S¢ Bnginooring,

All nain propulsion washinory porforucd satisfactorily, Main
plant was 1it off during ontirce operation and roady to answor
bolls at all tinos, Stocring onginoe wns in oporation 3 abl
tinos with tolonotor gontrol connceted to whoul houso, 535

Starboard fucl oil sottling tank, lower lovol, frunc 105 (one
hundrod fivo) was rupturod by tho USS S.LT LuXKE CITY whilo ulouge
sido on Fobruary 20, 1945, Tankh contonts were punpod to fucl
oil doublc botton tonks and the sottling tank was rondercd frou
sorvico and ballastods The ship continucd to oporcto satise
factorily on tho port fucl oil scttling tank,

Tho anchor 'm:idlb.u‘,ﬂ'ltn.rtor pancl nounting plato was broken by
shosk inparted by ap AST as it manouvored to comw nlongsido on
Fobruary 27, 1945, Tho brokon part was roplacod by tho ship's
foreoc, ‘

During this poriod this vesscl was callod upon to furmfish a totg:
of 26,550 gallons of frosh wator to four LSM's and onc LST, also
furnishing o total of 6,735 gallons of dioscl oil to two LSN's
and ono ILT,

ée Supply.

Cannod fruits, frosh pravisions, and broad constitutod tho gro *
dosiroe of LSM's and LOCT's that woro brought alongsido to handlc
cargos Whilo carrying troops tho rofrigorated spacous woro cutirely
inadoquato to noot the nocds of this vesscl cxeopt for o short
poriod of tiuo, and vory few itens could be nade available for
transfor to landing eraft, 7
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Dry provisions, ship's storo stook, clothinpg aud G,8,K, itons
worce sufficionmt to ncet any normal requironomt of this vessel
and af suall eraft alongsido,

6¢ Modical,

Casualty handling syston worked wll, Casunltics verc brought
aboagd on tho starboard sido of 33 hateh, with tho uso of th.
ligh%or hatch boon, Pationts woro brought nboard ono at o t°

using o four-tailed sling for armyy type litteors and o Stoko's
strofichor rigged for hoisting of anbulntory pationts or thosc whe
woro not droady on littors, Enbarkation of ccsuclbtics was under
tho guporvision of tho chicef boatswuin's :iate wid chiof phurmacists’
natoy trousfor being nccauplished specdily and safoly,

Anbulatory potionts wore takon below to thoe troop space in tie
forward orow's coupartuont. und rodrossed by corperion at the
Forward Battlo Drossing Stations BSoriously wounded woro talon
to the lladn 8ick Bay and Troop Officer's Quartoura; total
capugity of thoso latter spacos boipg fiftoon bunka,

A totml of sovontysthroc (73) easunltics were handled froa 19
Pobrunry to 4 Uarch 1945, Tho niore soriously wounded were transe-
forrod to hospital ships in tho arcu as possible in order that
thoy night obtuin rapid definitive carc, Tho ruwindor woro roe
tainad on board and troated us doomod nooossary, Tho last of

the gasualtios still aboard worce trausforred on 4 Lareh 1946
prior to tho doparturc of tho ship, frou the wurea, on tho
following doy.

Suﬁliol carricd aboard wore suffisiontly adoquatc to roplonish
sunllor eraf't as noodod fron this vessol's supply of nodieal
storos,

Blood transfuasions woroc not usod, Plosaa transfusions werc uced
frooly and with groot offcotivonoss in condbating shock wid
. honorrhago.

During this poriod two doaths wuro roported; ono casunlty being
doad upon arrival ot this vosscl, tho socond doath rosul ting fyom
sovoro shrapnel wounds and sghook, tho lattor pationt boing i
oxtronie on adnission,

Tho work of tho chiof boatswnin's nato, chiof pharnncist's iuitc
and corpsnon dosorves coimendation for the officlent nannor in
whioh all dutios wore carricd out,

7
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Ge The BExooutivoe Officor's Roport has net boon ineludod in that

ho has no mattor to roport which is not spoecifionlly ineluded
horovd th, Juthority: AlNav 207-44,

Part VII
Porsonnol Porforianco mad Casunltios:

During tho oparation, no othor casualtios ocourrod aboard ot r
than thoso alroady roportod on by the Medical Dopartiont in Buclesurc (C)
paragraph § of Part VI.

All offiocors nnd oulistod porsomnol subordinato to uy corsinnd
constantly displayod initiativo, rosourcofulnecss and constaney of purposo
throughout the operation,

Fart VIII
Lossons Loarnocds

During this cporation il bocmio apparant that no nuphibious unit
hod o sufficiont supply of hoavy mooring line or wire, a situation vhiioh groat-
ly hinderod and slowod unloading considorably whon mooring linos parted in
hoavy soas and carriocd awny, It was also apparont that fundors arc not
sufficiont in provonting dausge whon two vossols nmoor alengside in an opon
rondstoad for as long a poriod os noococssary to transfor cargo,

Conolusions:

That inmufficiont nooring lines have beon provided to miphibious
units, in viow of tho faet that in tho oxocution of thoir dutiecs, norec heovy
lino is noodod than would bo oxpootod of othor typo wuits,

Rocormondationsy ¥ o
That tho allowanoco of mooring linos and wiro bo incronsod for
scphibiour vessols,

FREDERICK OLIVER GOLDSUITH

ePe ?
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W 10 Margh 1948,

Froos The Gumory Officor,
To » The Caumanding O0fficor,

Sub joots Roport of Guwmory during Operations at Iwo Jina,
Voloano Islands, 19 February to 5 larch 1945,

1, During subjoet oporation no cnomy planos wero sighted
and no firing wvms done,

2 To obsorvation was riado cs to the offoctivoncss of
onayy ordnanco,

3¢ Tho uso of snokoe pgonorators was unsatisfactory on this
ship, On throo ocoasions Todd Model "E" ponerators caught firc,
Firo wos apparontly duo to loss of gasoline prossuro, Ohe Bosler

gonorator, Model 374, in snoko boat also eaught firo, Causc of
firc is unknown,

R. FISHER

ENCLOSURE A
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ARABT/AL6=3 UeSeSs STARR (ARA 67)
¢/o Floot Post Office

8an Francisoo, California,

CONY IDENT IAL

Frone Tho Boat Group Cormandor,
To Tho Cormanding Officor,

10 larch 1945,

Sub joot Boat Rovart During Oporations at Iwo Jina,

19 Pobruary - 5 March 1945,

1, Porfornance of boats:

All boats fron the STARR worc initially assigned to other ships
on D=Day, includiug tho LOPL, which wus usod by the Boat Group Comicndor s
traffic control beat at the assaubly aroca off tho U,S8.3, WiPA. Douts wero

assignod to other ships ae follows:

9 ICVPs to U,8.8,
4 ICVPs to U,S5.8.
8 LCVPs to U,8.8,
5§ LCMUs %o U,S8.8.
3 ICMs to U,8.8.
1 I.BPL to U.S.S.

WLPA
SANBORN
HINISDALE
SANBORN
HINSDALE
NABA

All boats fron tho 8T.RR weore schoduled ta be in the initial
boat woves, and wore shoved off to tho line of departuro on schelule, Our
boats woro to operave ou boachos Bluc Onc and Blue Twm, or on the left ond
right fldapke respoctivoly of boogh Bluo Ono in the event Blue Two was not
soowrod, Tho boat waves wero "on gall" wmves,

Conditions on tho bonch were such that only ono wove of boats

landed on one of those boachca on DeDay,

Ono ofJour.lCls ond fivo’'LCVPs -

wmot in on B=Day, the LCM and ono LCVP being in the initinl wave, tho othors
singlod out bocause of roquiroments on tho bench for thoir cargos. 0 Dedlus
One, sovoral noro boats wore callod in ¢€o tho boach nd thon roturncd to tho
ship, and on subsoquont drys boats cuie back singly--tho last boat to Lo

aocountod for robturning on D«Plus Five,

Tho beaoh was wory steop, cluttored with wroeckage so that -t

thwos only ono boat at a tiie could land,

and tho surf was quito rough, I

addition to this, o sharp bank just off tho narrow beach, vus too stoep for
vohidlos=-nnking it iupossible for then to be driven off tho boats, The buwe!
roooived nortar firo for o awbor of days, and for this reason boots loadu!
with souo typos of oxplosives woro not allowed to land, Sineo uauy of our
boats had boen loaded with vehicles, and othors with eargo too hagaraous .
land whilo tho boach wns wider fire, thoy werc kopt eiroling until econditioic
had inproved and they oould lands Tho boach was considored unsatisfootory
for the uyso of ILVPs, and aftar toking in thoir initial load, thoy were rorely
usod again oxcopt as easualty boats, and we roceived no roquestes for thoir
use oxcopt for this purposos Buoc to the stoopnoss of tho beach and tho wroelk-
age in the water, aluost ovory boat that hit tho beach boemie a casunlty =t
loast tarporarily, LCVPs alnost invariably took on wmter through the ranp
when it wns oponed at tho boach, and this wns truc ovon of LCWs,

PAGE ONE - ELCLOSURE (B) /I
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Principal funotion of salvago books was to puwip wator out of thoso pagtially
swonped boats, Llany LOM ranps wore brokan, scyows boecane foulod, and holes .
stovo in bottoms and sidos, due to dobris in tho wator,

Thon boats returnod o tho ship thoy woro hoisted aboard as
practicable, though aftor DePlus (ne, and until tho STURR started unloading
on D=Plus Eight, it wos nocoassaty to leave sone boats in tho wnter at night
whon tho STARR rotired fron tho transport aroa, A nwiber of our boats were
in tho wotor the amtire period fron 19 February wntil § larch, oven though, in
tho coso of sww LCVPs, thoy woro nct boing usod, IClls, whon thoy returned
to tho ship, woru asaipgnod to othor ships fof thoir use during the daye-tho
boach did not oporate at night, . nuiber of our LCUs, whon loadod by sther
ships with priority cargo, woro still not allewed ¢o land for reasons un-
known to us, Othors pore loaded in such haphazard faghion that the beach rce-
fused to unlond thew, Tho STARR unlonded soveral of thego boats aftor they
hit $ho boach and returnod in o #inking condition, Ono of owr LCVPs, loade’
on DeDay with n joop and trailer, could not unload until D«Plus Sixeeand t!
tho boagh would not tako the trailer, which we finally hoistod out oud put
on deok, and sant in whon tho STARR unlonodod,

In addition to the diffioulties umeounterod on the beoach, = hnvy
swoll did a gront doal of dﬂﬂﬂg& to boanktm vhon nlqnsg'i_dg tha tr;«_*:gpm-tg.
Lincs partod, cloats wore broken, king posts on LCMs were brokon off, raup
horns and ramps on LCUs wore dminged, boading on LCVPs was torn off, holos
ﬂm‘ in dooking and sides, and coming broken on LCVPs,

In viow of tho nany difficultios oncountered, boat porfornancog
mugt bo considerod satisfactorye=olthough it 4s belioved that neithor LCVPs
or ICUs oro suitod for satisfaotory oporation whoro the conditions deseribed

provail,
2y Briof of Bont Cosualticsy
LCVPs 12, 16, 22, ICM 1, and tho LCPL worc lost during this
agtion,

S 5 S5

LCYP 16 wns sunk during tho night of D-Plus Threo, whon it was 21
razod by o DUKIT, The boat took on water rapidly, but proecedod to a neare
by LST for assistance, It sank alongsido tho LST whilo efforts at salvago
woro baing nmados =

LOVP 22 sank during tho night of D=Plus 9, This boat had a
burned out eluteh, md had boon towed for two days, it boing Lipossible to
bring tho boat aboard for ropairs, Tihilo being towed, the tow line caught
on tho raup and pullod it opens *uo to swells, the boat filled with water
boforo the ranp ocould be eclosed,

PiGE THO - DICLOSURE (B) /;;2_’
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ICVP 12 sank on the night of DePlus Ten, This boat wos 1lyin;-
to off tho beash whon /IF 956 callod to it for assistance in renoving a
partially sunk ICHM fron tho vicinity of the .TFs scrow, LCVP 12 got o line
on the raxp and pulled the LCU away, but in so doing, was dmiagoed whon tho
raap of the LCM stoye a hole ia tho stern of tho LCVP, Tho boat iiciediatel;
pulled alongsido the ATF, aud a punp wns put over, but the boat sank boeforc
salvage gould be affected,

181 1 sank on tho boach on DePlusThii, This boat was takiug
on wotor through holes in tho plating, whon 4t hit tho boach with o load,
The ranp was torn off by a bulllogor ronoving oargo. Serows becoxie fouled
8o that tho boat bronchod and the Woll filled with wator, The bLoat wns
abandonod on ddreotions frox the Donch Dlue Two Doachunster, and no {fwrthor
attoopts wore nade o salvage, oxcopt for parts,

The LCPL bronched and sank ou the boach on D=Plus Thirtcecua,
This boat broached in a heavy surf whioh swaaped the boat on the beach,
An LCI pulled tho boat off tho boach, but it sank imiediatoly bofore salvn
could be offectod,

All boats sustaineld danage, Total beading lost ou LCVPs was
botwoon 70-80 por cont, and all LCVPs roquired patches on sidos or botto.,
Danage to sorows wns bottor than 100 por cont, since screws ou sae LCls
wore ochangod several timos, Shafts and outlass bearings wore changod iiore
than oneo on all LCMs, Throo oclubchos burned out, two on LCVPs and oue on
oan LOM duo to running with scrows foulod, On several LCle ovury king post
was broken off, mad thoro wore nany broken off, or torn loese, on the othors.
Soo oloats wero rippod off LCVPs., Decking on LCVPs wns soverely danaged
duo to previous loss of boading, Throo salt wator puips worc burned out due
ta volennio ngh in salt wator linogs DBilge puaps wore inoperative also duo
to volecanio ash which wng washed aboard into the bilges whilou boats were on
the beach,.Bior;ency ropairs wroe nnde to ILVPs and LCMs, Vhilo LSDs were
assignod to ropair LCUs, they were invariably swuapod with work, so that
an LCM might have tc va‘t as long as a day for ropairs. CGonscquontly, we
nade ropairs to our LCUs vhon it was possible to bring them cboard.

3 Porsonnels

On D~Plus 2, 4, 6, and 8, the Boat Group Comxaander was
assignod as traffic control officer off Bluo Beach, and the STARR also
furnishod an LCVP oquipped for sdvage on thoso days. LOVPs oquipped (r{pe-. .
salvago wore nlso sent in ot othor tines whon called, The Dot mqi:-zougéf-‘a.l_
Officer accormpaniod the Boat Group Carmander on D=Plus Two and DeFlus Pour
to assist with salvage work ot tho boach, but lator stayed aboard to handl.
bont ropairs. Ono Lssigtant Boat Group Coumnnder stayod abosrd at all times,
Othor boat officors, while not assignod specific Jutiocs in tho ship-to-
shore nanouves, stayod with thoir boats until thoy roturncd to the ship,
Theso officers lator condustod salvapge, rxd 1mde trips on the bonts ns
nogessary,

PiGT THREE - LMCLOSURE (B) [3
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Sub joot Boat Roport During Oporations at Iwo Jiw e
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During this oporation a problem which was quito sorious Juring
tho first tun daye, was that of orow schoduling, Sinco it was not lkiown
fron day to day whon tho STARR would bo unloaded, boats wore left in tho
wator ina ordor to keop hatehes oloar so that unloading ocould be storted ns
quickly as possiblo, A4t night, whon the ship rotirod fran tho transport area,
boats woro hoistod at tho davits, and buats were loft on nuwibor one hateh,
0,0 or tw noro LCMs and LCVPs wora hrought aboard whon possiblo, Howover,
it wns not possiblo to roliovo erows satisfactorily at first, cnd saiwo eroves
nannod their boats for three, four, and in 7o case five days and nights,
During this tine thoy subeistod on XeRations, which wurc oaton cold, Days
woro usually sonowhat chilly, nnd nights often raw nnd cold, 411 crovs weore
oquippod with winter goar and foul woather goar, but due to contiiual wetting
by spray, thoy boouw danp or wot, Thoso orews woere ofton very weok whon thoy
cone aboard, but usually no nore thau 12«18 hours rost could boe givon them,
However, though offisioney of the orows wns iupaired groatly, ouly two wen
actunlly boenw sick to tho oxtont that thay had to be renoved fron erows,
One of theso nem devolopod cat foavor, tho other suffored froa sonsickncss
and oxposwro, Begimning on D=Plus Throe, hot ¢offec and sandwichos werc
takon to orews in boats alongeside and eireling off tho buach, This was ..ot
too satisgfactory, as thornos jugs were not plentiful onough so that oxchen: -
could be wades Beginning about DePlus 8ix, it beomie possiblo to rolicve i
ordws ot loast overy othor night, and by D-Plus @Iloven, sinco the son had
thon ealnod considerably, wo startod using twoe-nan LCVP orows md four-ia
ICU crows, Thoso erows stayod on tho boats for a twonty-four hour poriod,
and wore thon relioved for twonby~four hours, In doing this, it wos
neeossary to give somw 101 nore rosponsibility than wo othorwise would have
liked, byt so nany non had roachod the stago whore thoy woero uoarly oxe
haustod, that this sooned the logical proceduro under tho circunsteoncos,

4, Suggostions for futuro oporatians:

It i3 boliovoed that the diffioultivs ensountercd in rospoct

to danngo to bonts, was duc to tho naturée of this operation, cad could not
bo holpod wundor the circunstancos, +The boats stood up ramarkably well, Howe
ovor, if possible to antiocipato what tho oonditiomn »f a boach will bo, and
if it apponrs that thoro is possibility of a groat amount of wrookage, dobris
i1 wator, ote., cambined with hoavy surf, it would sven that best rosults
qould bo obtained with tho usc of larger oraft-ICUs tho suallost, withilTs
and largor oraf't proferrod,

The neod for a good punp for snlvago work was rocogniged, Both
ouxiliory pwip®r usod by ug proved to be quito unsatisfactory and uwarclinbl gee
thoso woro tho Handy Billay and a P=500 puwap, neither of which woro designed
for this typo of work, of courso, It is bolioved that a rotary punp, bolt
drivon from the boant's notor, and with a large ocapaeity, would bLe nost satis-
factory, Iu ordor to bo iost usoful, the punp should be attachod iu such o
nannoy that it uight be noved to any boat, since it is not alwnys possible
to havo o boat which san bo usod oxclusively for salvage work, and siicc
nluost any type of boat son be usod for Lhis purposes I 4
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Rof'oronces

1.

. U.8.8, STHRR (AKX 67) .
c/o Floot Post Office
San Frauncisco, Califomia,

10 Maron 1945,

Tho Mudical Officor,
Tho Buroau of Uodicino and Surgory.

The Coxinnding O0ffioor,
Qasucltios oocurring during anction; roport of,

(a) Manual of Modic-d Dopartiiant, Paragraph 3510,
(b) Pnoific Floot Lottor, §L-44,

In accordwuwo v th roferonces (n) and (b) tho following

roport is horeby subnittod rolative to two nccidunts to porsoniol on
board this vessol during landing operations on Iwo Jiiwm. Thesc
cagualtics wore not duo to enouy netion,

(o)

(v)

MCBRIDE, Austin Willian, Mollf3c, USHR, 317 02 47,
Fracture, Sinple, Lowor and of Right Raldius. 2631 Koy
Lotter "HY, by strongback falling on wrist in lowwring
&all boat fron davit on 19 Fob.-uary 1948,

Prognosis: Good,

Digpositions Retained on board.

SIBPHERD, Dolinag Honor, Mollf3ec, USIR, 858 89 58,
Fracture, Siuplo, Proxiaal Phalanx »f Left Thuub,
#2531, Koy Lotter "U" inowrrod by catching thumbd

in ladder while ascauding froa mall boat o 1 larch
1945,

Propuosis: Good,

Digpositione Rotainod on board,

H, B, TRACHTIIIBERG
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