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U,5.9, LENOIR (AKA~T4)

18 September 1945

On 7 September 1944 at the NHorth Carolina Shipbuilding Company, Wilmington,
North Carolina, on building way #5, the first tangible structural nember of tho
ship that was to becomo the U.S5.S. LENOIR (AKA-T4) took form. There wesn't any
great cersmony to the laying of the keel of laritime Commission hwll #1404 as
the LENOIR was raferred to prior to her commissioning,

Compender M. L. Whitford, United States Naval Reserve, was ordored to duty
&8s Prospective Cormanding Officer of the 17,8,3, IENOIR on 16 Octeber 1944,

While the hull was being built at & rapid pace, officers and men wore
boing gathered from all the units of the fleet to man her, Lisutenant David O.
Cressman, (nited States Navel Rescrve, was assigned duty as Proapective
Exscutive Officer on 2 3sptember 19!

The crew of the U,5,5, 1ENQIR was essembled for the first time ss a2 complate
group at the Naval Training Station, Nowport, Rhodo Island on 3 November 194k

With a simple ceromony before prosminent residents of Lenoir County, North
Caroline, Maritime Commission hull 140K wae lawnched & November 1944. Origin
of the name Lenoir is quoted from a letter received by the Commanding Qfficer
in supplemont "AM,

During the building period many preblems, trisls, and tribulations presented
themsolves, At the building yard officers and men were concerned with the
quality of the work that was being accomplished, the allowances ond sparc parts
that were belng receivad, specifications, drawlngs, and blueprints,

At Newport officers and men were faced with the problem of pre-comsdssioning
training, in order that they might be propared to effectively and officiently
oparate the ship to which they wero assigned upon reporting aboard. Abandon
ship drills, athlstics, seamanship, engineering, gunnory training, military
drills and even haircuts ran on & precise schedule at Newport, Formal Saturday
morning inspections climaxnd a4 strenuous week of training, Holiday routinoes,
long and short weakonds wers looked forward to by all hands,
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" on.27 November 1944 the officers and crew of the Newport contingent were
formally introduced to 'their futvre Commanding Officer. Captain Whitford dropped
in at the Nawel Training Station, Newport, Riwde Yoland, te obeerve his officors
and crew as thoy took part in their variocus drills,

The LENOIR detail as the officers and crew were referrod to at Newport got
their first taste of sea duty during the peried of 19 December to 23 Decomber
1944 whon thoy embarked aboard the U.5.S. DUTCHESS (APA-98) for & four day
eruise, Aftor returning from the erulse on Friday, 22 December 1544 the Bwwcutive
Officer and assistant heads of departmenta sweated cut a three hour conference
with a board of examiners over the mecceptance of the Suip's (rgunization and
Battle Bill, A1l hands participated in the Christmas weakend liberty and on a
cold 27 December we sald goodbye to the Naval Training Staticn, Newport, Rhodo
Island ss we boarded & special train for Charleston, Scuth Carolina,

At the building yard events continued to move along at the same rapdd
pece, On & December 1944 tho Nerth Carclina Shipbuilding Company delivered
hull #149 to the United States Moritimo Commisaion and to the Navy Department.
On 13 December 1944 the United States Maritinme Commission and the Navy Department
took the LENOIR under her omm power through various maneuvering, stearing and
andurance trials in the Cape Fear river, [ll tests and psrformincos were

¢ generally shtisfactory and the ship was sccepted for conversion by the Navy
Dopartaent, On 14 Decembér 1946 the ship was placed in tomporary commission
and manned by & ferry crew. With the ferry crew in charge the ship left the
North Carolina Shipbullding Company Yard cn the morning of 5 Docember 1944
for its final reconversion at the Charleaton Wavy Yard, Charloston, South
Carolina, Thae shdp arrived at the Charleston Mavy Yard on the afterncen of 16
Dacamber 1944 and workmen immodiatoly swarmed aboard in order to meet the
commissioning date, 31 Decomber 194k.

The trein bearing the officers and men arrived in Charleston after a long
monotonous trip sbout 2400, 28 December 1944, 29 December 1944 will long bo
romembered by the officors as the day on which they held their famous
comuissioning party at the Charleston Yacht Club,
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The boat group consisting of 11 officers and 119 men arrived on the merning
of 30 Docombor 1944, Tithout any fanfare and with a eimplo eoromony tho Captain
of tho Charleston Navy Yard, Captain R.M.S5. Baker, United States Navy, placed the
shdp 4n full commission in the United States Navy and turned tho command over to
Commindor ¥, L. %hitford, United States Navel Rosorve, Immodiatoly after assuming
command Captain “hitford delivered the message attached as supplement "B'. The
eemplete roster of the officers and muster roll of the crew at the time of
commissioning is attached as supplement "C",

Tiithout dolay all hands moved abeard and "turnod to" to propere the LENOIR
for her first voyage and to get hor ready to accomplish our mission. 1 Janurry
1945 was spont bringing aboard all of tho various tyres of ammuniticn which tho

LEOIR was going to use to protect herself, On 2 January 1945, the LENOIR acved

to the Clyde Mallory docks, Charleston, South Carolins, to bring abeard all the
nocessary stores, provisions snd equipment that wore necossary for her maintenance,
on 6 Janueyy 1945 tho LONOIR peved out inte the opon seaway to run the gauntlet
of celibreting compasses, boing photogrephod, and structural test firing, The
LENOIR undorwont a three day final conversion period in the Charloston Nevy Yard
on 7 January to the morning of 10 January 1945.

on the morning of 10 Januery 1945 the U,5.8, LEMOIR got underway for Nerfolk,
Virginia, The LENOIR arrived and anchored in the Hampton Roads area of lorfolk,
Virginia on thoe forenoon of 11 Janunry 1945 and reperted to the Commandor,
Anphibious Training Command, Atlantic Ploct for duty, Formal inspeetion was hold
aboard the U,5.8. ILENOIR by a group of officors represonting Commandor, Amphiddous
Training Command, Atlantic Flect, 12 January 1945, Also on that date the LENOIR
recoived the balance of its landing craft consisting of 8 LG (3), 9 LCVF, and
1 LCPL., Six LCVP's had boon provicusly delivered to tho ship at the Charleston
Kavy Yard,

The inspoction completed, Lisutonant J. M, Ensweiler, Unitod Statos MNavy,
reportod ahoard na shakedown officer to assist the officors during the shakedown
period,




On the sorning of 13 January 1945 with Lisutenant Commander T.A. Murray,
Undtod States Comst Guard Reserve, ydlot, at the conn znd the Captain on the
bridge the LEKOIR departed for a six day shekedown eruise in the Chesepeake
Bay. This ia a pericd which nc "plank owner® will forget, Six days of
launching boats, OLOO reveilles, temperatures of 20°, amphibious landings
and hoisting boats, all under adverse conditions would be hard for anyone to
forget, This strenuous six day poriod was broken by one night of revelry when
liberty s granted ot Annapolis, Maryland on 17 January 1945. The temperature
was below freeging; it was a long wet boat ride and practically everyone was
exhaustod, but some fow brave hinds bore the vlements Lo "piteh & liberty",
The remainder of the shakedown cruise week was spent in & short range battle
practise, anti-airereft target firing, and fueling at sea (U.5.5. FORRESTER
DB 334)s The Captain was satisfied that sll hands had becoms woll enough
aquainted with the ship to know their duties and on 20 January 1945 we put into
the Norfolk Mavy Yard, Portomcuth, Virginia for a post shakedown availability,
During this yard period a spark from & welderts torch caused a fire amongst
somo cargo nets on the 3rd duck, #4 hold, The ship's fire watch that had been
stationed with the welder noticed the spark ignite one of the nets and in
releseing his CO2 extingquisher on that net, he blew the sparks into the whole
pile, Ths smoke was of such intensity that tho mon fighting the fire had to
uge fresh air nasks in order to enter the compartment,
This fire which happened on 24 January 1945 was a lesson to us and taught
us that aven the highest degree of fire precauticn cannot be tee grest. W
loft the Norfolk Navy Yard 25 January 1945 for o trial run in the Bampton Roads
aroa and late that afterncon we docked at the Norfolk Army docks, Norfolk,
Virginia, We commenced loading general cargo the nmext day for tho Nawval Supply
Depot, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory of Hawzii, and centinued to do sp until

30 January 1945,

31 January 1945 we left Norfolk, Virginia with Task Unit 29,6,5 consisting
of the U,3,5, ALEX DIACHENKO, APD-123 (Flag), U.S.S, TATNALL, AFD-19, U.S5.S.
WEEDEN, DE~T97. Captain T.C. Thomas, United States Navy, was Commander of
Task Unit 29.6,5,




Cur task unit arrived at Cristobal, Canal Zone, Fanama 5 Februsry 1945 and the
LENOIR was detachad from that task unit on the sume day, Fresh provisions and
stores were loaded at Cristobal to prepare us for our journey to Pearl Harbor,
The noxt day 6 February 1945 the LENOIR entered Getun Locks, Gatun Lake, Fedro
Migual, Mireflores Lake, Miraflores Lotk aad then the Pucific Qcesn,

On that same day thoe U,5.5. LENOIR reported to the Cormander-in=-Chiefl
Pacific Plest, UYREADY FOR DUTY". Our permanent assignment mads by the Chief of
Naval Ccperations was to Commander Transport Squadron 22, Transport Division 6k
Captein 8, P, Junkins, United States Navy, was Commander Trensport Squadren 22
and carried his flag on the U,5.5, WESTMORELAND AFA=10%, The fourteen day trip
from the Canal Zono to Fearl Horber afferded excellent opportunity for numerous
drills and exercises. [Ddamond head light wea sighted on the morning of 20
February 1945. Wo commenced discharging our cargo 22 February 1945 and completed
the job 28 February 1945 at the Noval Supply Depot docks Pearl Harbor, On arrivel
at Pearl Harbor we reported to the Commander, Administrative Command, Amphibious
Forces, Pacific Fleet for further sssigmment. The Commander, Administrative
Command, Anphibious Forces, Pacific Pleet on 27 Pebruary 1945 tomporarily assigned
us to duty with Commander Transrort Division 56, Captain R, S. Towsend was
Commender Tranaport Division 56 and carrded his flag abocard the U,S5.5. OKAMNAGAN
APA=220, (n orders from Commander Administretive Command, Amphibious Forccs,
Pacific Fleet and Commander Transport Division 56 we left Poarl Harbor for Kaund,
Territory of Hawali on 2 March 1945. The LENCIR arrived at Newiliwili Bay, Keuai,
Territory of Hawaii on the morning of 3 March 1945,

Drmadiately upon docking we commenced loading the First Garrdson Echelon,
Headquarters and Service Battery, Bth Anti-Aireraft Artillery Battalion, of the
Fleot Marine Force, Pacific. During our four day stay at Nawiliwili, Kauai,
Territory of Hawaii, we embarked four officers, twenty-five men, and 1800 tons of
oargo, combat loaded, Our cargo loadod and socured we got underway for Pearl
Harbor on 7 March 1945 in company with the U,.S.S, PC-465, The LENOIR arrived at
pearl Harbor early on the morning of 8 March 1945, On 11 March 1945 we were
designated as & member of Task Unit 51.13.5 in Command of Captain R.J. Towsend,
United Statea Nawy, His flag was aboard the U,5.3, OKANAGAN APA~220,



On 14 March 1945 with our combet load of paasengers and cargo wo loft Pearl

lartor for Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, At 0551 on 1B March 1945 the U,8,8, LENCIR,
its crew and passengers becoms members of the Realn of the Golden Dregen by crossing
the 180th Meridian at Latitude 1630 Morth, A notico concerning this event

wis mado in the record of all hands and everyone received a membership card,
aignifying thoir entry into this aquatic organisation.

Thé LENCOIR arrived at Zniwetok, Mershall Islands on the morning of 22 March
1945 and sailed again cn 25 March 1945 for 11ithi, Carcline Islamdz, On the exrly
morning of 29 March 1945 just sa the LENOIR had made a landfall on Ulithi and was
preparing to enter tle swept channel wo encountered a typhoon of severe intenaity
and by listoning to tho dictates of good scamanship, we reversed cur course and
decided to ride cut the typhoon rather than entor the anchorage of Ulithi. By
steaming 4t 8 knots into the typlwen for the next 24 hours, we successfully
pulled through without any dimsge. On the morning of 30 March 1945 the typhoon
subelded and we entored the ancherage of [Lithi,

On 2 Aprdil 1945 Task tUnit 51,13,5 becans Task Group 55,8, 'nile riding to
ancher at Ulithl and wiidle amniting orders to proceed to Ckinaws the news of the
death of our Greet President and Commnder-in-Chief came over the sir, We heard
the news on the morning of 12 April 1945, just as we were sitting down to break=
fast, Ironically on Priday, 13 ipril 1945 the IENOIR as & member of Task Group
55.8 left Ulithi for the tarpet, Okinswa, The trip from ULithi to Ckinawa was
spent in final preparation, last minute testing of equipment, and & study of the
beaches and terrain to be enccuntered in cur amphiblous assault, We arrived off
of Hagushi boaches Ckinawa on the morning of 17 \pril 1945. The U.8.8. JERALD
APA=LT4 and the U.S8.5. LENOI? were ordered to proceed immodiately to Nago Wan
Bay, Ckinawa 25 ndles north of the transport area, Wo arrived at Nago Yan Bay
at 1213 that same afternoon, sct condition ) LBLE, and commenced discharging
cargo lmmedlately, 411 hands wore roquired to work straight through and the cargo
&nd passengers were discharged and the ship was ready to sall again within the
record tise of 72 hours, The discharging of our cargo was interrupted by red
alerts (enemy airplane raids) rormmon.thamhtdl?hpt'ﬂ, one hour
on the night of 18 April, seventecn minutes on the night 19 April, and four hours
end forty minutes on the night of 20 April 1945. ilthough we had completed
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discharging our cargo we had to remain in our Mago Wan Bay anchorage during
the night of 20 April 1945 and were required to spend four hours at battle
stations during enemy airplane raids, At 0700 on the moming of 2L April 1945,

we 10t Nago van Bay for the tranaport trea off Hagushi beaches srriving there
4% 0751 that samo morning. That aftornoon we wore informed that we had become
3 moaber of Tusk Unit 51,22,8, Thal night we spent two hours at battls atatlons
while enumy plancs camo over, The next afterncen 22 April 1945 we got undorway
with owr task unit, destination Sajpan, whose designation was changed to Task
Unit 51,29,20 and was commanded by Captain R. W. Abbott, Unitod States Navy,
whe carriad his flag abeard the (1,8.5. SATUASOTA APi-204. On the mornirg of

27 Aprdl 1945 we arrived at Saipan, Marizonas Yelands and all hands participatod
in a well earned rest. During our stay at Sairan wo dolivered to the Asphibicus
Forces, Pacific Fleet, Boat Aeplacement Pool & LaM (3) and 9 LOVE. 'efé left
Saipan late In the afterncon of 3 May 1945 for Guadalcanal, Solosen Yelunds,
Mrost fmmediately wpon departure from Ssipan preparations gob undereny for

tiat groay event ef crossing the Bquator, Shellbacks produced their crocdentials
to King Neptuno, Chdef Jostn Mate Puf, and the king's court and reyal entourage
were aprointeds ypyon time and preparaticn wore spent in constructing a

swimring pool, the olsborate costumes, and the electric fork, Tho Foliywogs
mede several wnauccessful attempts to emberrass and cepture tho most rovured
Snollbacks, but to ne avail, Qn the moming of 8 May 1945 at 0800, His

Majosty, King Noptune precoeded by Davie Jones (Bostn George) honored the 10.8.8.
LENCIR by making a personal appoarance abourd that ship »ith his roysl court,
Captain whitford grested King Neptune and as is the custom of the briny deep
tumed complets control of the ship and itas lowly Pollywogs over to his majesty,
¥ing Meptune thanked tho Coptain for the konor accorded him, sscended tho threne
and subpscned 41l Follywegs to make a personal appearance beforu him on bended
knee, i1l hands, officers and men, sntered into the spirit of tie ocensica

and %o this day no bull session is complete until soms reference is made to our
erosaing the 1ine. Tho line was crossod st 1322 on Longituds 15333 udnutes
tast and a long blast of tho whistle was sounded to denote the occaaion.




Shellback cards and cortificates were distributed to each individual as proof
of his entry into that secret organization, the trusty shellbacka, Ve arrived
at guadalcanal, Solomon Islands in the aftermoon of 10 M¥ny 1945 and anshored
of f lunga Point, We moved into the docks 17 May and fronm that duy wetll 22
May 1945 wo loaded the Rear Echelon of the 3rd Amphibious Corps and alx ofllcers
and forty men. On the morning of 22 May 19.5 we left Guadaleanal for Javulu
Harter, Tulagi, Plorida Islands, Solomon Tslands where wo refusled ard lonfed
8 10K and 9 LCVP from the salvage boat —ocl for delivery to Guam, Wo loft
Tulsgl on the morning of 23 May 1945 and errived Eniwetok 27 May 1945. The
next 18 days were ospent in anticipetion of orders for departure to Guam, Finally
on the morning of 1 June 1945 we left Eniwetok and arrived at Guam 17 Junc 1745,
We commenced discharging cargo and boats 20 Juns, and completed discherging ai
0600 onn 25 June 1945. By 1200 the ship was secured for sea and e wore under—
way with 39 enlisted men abonrd as passengers bound for San Francisco, Spirits
ran high and all hands were locking formard to leave, liberty ard recreation in
the States, While proceading back to the States all available time and energy
was devoted to getting the ship into tip-top shape, On the foggy morning of
10 July 1945, at 1000, the loom of the Golden Cate Bridge tecams visible, fe
antkored that day in the Bay, and the noxt mowved to the loore Dry Dock Company,
Oekland, California for clesaning boilers and general yard availability, Also
on this day the first contingent of the leave party shoved off while the
rewining men propared to mke the best of their liberties in San Francisco.
Yard availability endad cn 25 July 1945 and on that day we moved te Pler 904,
Huwterts Point, San Francisco to load general cargo consignad to the United
States Marine Corps at Msul, Territory of Hawaii, On 30 July 1945, twelve
officers, sixty onlisted men reported aboard as passengers for transportation
to Fearl Harbor. We completed loading general cargoe on 31 July 1945 and moved
to the Explosive Anchorage, Ssn Prancisco Bay to load ammndticn on 1 Auguat
195« On that afternoon we received our allowance of new boats 6 1OM (6),
2108 (3) and 7 1CVP, In the afternoon of 2 pugust 1945 we got undermay and
late that evening we watched the outline of Nob Hill fade behind the Golden
Gate Bridge, We arrived at Kshululi, Maul, Territory of Hawaii on the morning
- of @ August 1945 and commenced discharging cargo immediately. The officer



passengers were detached 9 August for further transportation to Pearl
Harbor, by air., After completing discharge of curgo on 12 lugust, we
loaded 29 vehicles consignod to the 6th Dase Dopot, Pearl Barbor and de=
parted for Pearl Harbor at 2100 in eompany with the U.S.S5. PC«£02 and
5.5, HaULALLL, Ve arrived at Pearl Harbor early the next morning 13
August and diecharged the onlisted passengers, Thet night during the
movie we witnegsed the firoworks and celebration of the premature V-J
doy anncuncement, Pictures of the firewerks show evidence that nothing
was left undone in pgiving vent %o feolings and erotions,

On the moming of 22 iugust, we moved into the dock ot Pearl
Harbor to discharge our 29 vehicles end moved back out to the buoys the
next day, Also on 22 August we were temporsrily sssigned to Transport
Squadron 18, Transport Division 45 which iz commanded by Comnmodore
J,G, Moyer, U,5.N, whoso flag is on the U.5.S, JURLEICH (APL-95). On
25 August 1945 we loft Pearl Harbor for Honolulu and immediately upon
docking, commenced loading the 391st Regimant of the 96th Infantry
Division of the 6th irmy whose destinstion was Osaks, Japan, ‘'ie cop=
pleted loading that group om 30 Auzust and loft for Pearl Hurbor that
gane day, On the afternoon of 7 September 1945 Task Group 54.26 which
was the desimnation of temporary Transport Squadron 18, rendezvoused
off Pearl Harbor sea buoy und departed for ite destination,

Tenporary Transport Squadrom 12 was composed of Transport Division
45 (LENOIR attached to this division under Captein A,J. Sebalot, whose
flag was on the U.5.5, LOGAN, APA-196), Tronsport Division 52, and
Transport Division 59, The first log of our journey wes to take us from
Pearl Harbor to Saipan yhere we srrived 19 Septonber for logistica, PEn=-
routo to Saipan it was necessary for our escorts to be fucled and the
LENOIR fueled the U.S,S, LIVERMORE (DD-429) at sea on 14 September,
Logistics conpleted me left Saipan on 23 September and arrived at
Fokayama, Honshu, Japan 27 September, Upon our arrival in the empire
weters, we were dotached from Task Group 54,26 and came under the immode
{ate command of Comnander Anphibious Group 8, who was Rear Admiral Noble
on the U.5.5. WASATCH (i0C-9). Tie commenced discharging cargo immodistes
1y and completed the discharging of cargo on 30 Septenber, Cargo for the
391st Reginent of the $8th Infantry Division of the 6th irmy consisted of 196
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vehisles and 898 tons of general cargo for a total of 1£17 toos, At
Wakayama, hoavy swells coused us to have an LCTP bronched on the beach,

However, no injuries were sustained to persomnel and the cargo wea
salvaged, On 1 October 1945 we were mssigned to Task Unit 54,18,23
with tho flag on the U.5.5. ALLENDILE (APA-127) and departed from
Takayara for Manila, Philippine Islanda,

On 2 Ostober the ALLENDALE (aPA-127) turned over comnand of our
Task Unit to tho U.5.E. CATSKILL (LSV-1). We arrived in Manila 7 Cetober
and conploted our logistics on the morning of 9 Oetober whon wo departed
for Bubie Bay, Ve arrived at Subic Bay in the late afternoon of the
pame day and procurred 6 LOM (6), 1 1CM (3), and 1 ICVP to replace the
toate which were tranaferred to the EDEEN foat Pool at Wakayars, e
laft Sublc Day early on the morning of 10 October and arrived San
Fernondo Point, Lingayen Gulf in the evening of thet senme dny, On the
rorning of 1l Qctober we moved fron San Fernando Foint to Aringay,
Lingayen Gulf, ¥e comnenced loading elements of 10th Arry Corps,
6th Army congisting of L09th Port Company, 62nd Signal Nettelion Corpany,
4186 Quartermaster Service, First Platoon 302nd Quarternaster Aailrced,
623rd Quartoernaster Railroad, Hosdquarters and Headquarter Detachment,
491t Port Company, Headquarters 70th Medical Departnesnt, Kure [nsc
Headquarters ASCOMO, 120th Quartermaster Bakery, 3203 Sngineering Tater
and Supply Company, 395th Quarterrsstor Refrigerated Truek Detachnent,
on 13 October, The entire cargo smounted to 181 wohicles plus genoral
earpgo for a total of 1100 tons, The loading of these elemonts waa
acconplished by the use of our own boats which made for slow progress,
%e left Aringay on the morning of 17 October for Hiro Wan, Honshu,
Japan in Taek Unit 54.15.5 with the flag on the U.5.5. DWRWELL (APA-132),
In rain, fog, and mist we travelled through Dungo Suido in the Japenose
Pupire waters end anchored off Witsugzahana, Shikoku on the cvening of
21 October, The next morning the weather had cloared sufficiently
for us to proceed through the restricted waters of jki Hade to Hire
fan where we anchored at 0900, Te commenced discharging cergo with the
seblolles goin; to Hiro Wan and general onrgo to Rure, The trip from
Hiro Ton to Kure was extremely long (8 miles) and the unloading facilitdes

extrenely bad, because the beach party was using Japanese equipment
X




and that equipment wus continuelly breaking dowm. Ve completed un=
loading on 25 Octobor und fron then until 2 November we "Swoetod Cut®
our next nssipntent. Every ship except us hod previcusly been ordered
to return to the United Statos om the Magic Cerpet Operations Finally
the orders care through for ue to preecced directly to San Prancisco,
On the rorning of 4 Noverber we retraced ocur course through Dungo
Suldo and set out on a great eirele course at saxinmun epeed for the
Golden Gate. Thus cnds the Tnr Hiatory of the U.S.5, LENOIR,

The efficers and nen of the "Mighty L deserve ruch credit for
the succssaful operstion of this vessel during ome year of service
in the active theatre of war, At Okinawn Shima, inkayann, Homshu,
Japan, Aringoy, Luson, Philippine Islands and Hiro Yan, Honshu
Japan, £ll hands were comnended by the Cormanding Offfcor for n
Job LELL DCWE, A sood ship and & pood erew has writton onothor
chepter in the saza of the sen.

Corpiled Ty

iisut, D, 0, Grossman
United Stutos Noval Regerve
Exocutive Cfficer

er ; &: '.M%rd
ited States Navel Re e

onranding Officer

Approveds




ORIGIN OF THE MAME LENOIR

Leroir County waa originally = pert of COraven County which
enbraced a large part of the orizinal colony of North Carolina.
Although we have evidence that thero were settlors in what is now
Lenoir County ss early ass 1720, history is almost silent concerning
the inhabitants until about 1740 whon %iilliam Heritrnge of New Dorn,
o prospercus planter, lawyer and political leader and his wife
Susen Franks Horitege end their children seoured the lenda on which
Kinston, the County seat of Lawoir is now located, nnd nade this
thoir hore,

Soon after this Alchard Caswell who had cone down frem Nary-
land becane the second settler of whom ve havo & record, He waa
the noet poverful fi~ure in Korth Carclina during the Revecluticnary
wor and wes the first governor of this st-te aftor 1776,

In the yesr 1746 the County of Johnaton was crested fron
Creven which embrneed the present County of Lenoir and others
edjacent, and in 1750 Dobbs County was crented from Johnston, Fin-
ally in 1791 Dobbs wns nbolished, the two countios of Lenoir and
Greene wore crontod.

Lenoir County wes noned for Gemerrl 111lian Lonelr; who
fought the Cherckee Indians in an expedition beslnning on August
17 end onding Oetober 7, 1776, and who wns clso the hero of the
battle of Kinge Nountnin in the Revelution.

The people of thia County are honored to have ycur ship
naned "The Lenoir" and we shall proy for its officers ond rem a
lon; and continued service to those United Stntes of Lnurica, the

best nution on the face of the oarth.




4 KESSACE FROA THE COMAANDING OFFICIR

In sccepting cormand of the U,S,S, LENOIR, it bocones ry first
duty to express ry sincere appreciation of the officers and ren of
this Qormand for their splendid co-operation during tho paricd of
training at Newport, R. I, ond outfitting at the Duilder's Yard. Tou
wore cormended by the Cormonding Offficer at Newport for your efficiency
and deportnent; you have left behind an envisble record for others to
follow; you have at the very beginning built a foundation upon which
we will stend and fight.

Te have bacone part of a grent fleet dosigned to bring destruction
to our cnerdes and rolief and srlvation to the oppreseed. e will
de our best to acconplish cur assigned rission that our common
enery shnll be destroyed and o lasting peace be had for mll mankind,
In the midst of poep and coremony wo bepin the 1ife of = new chip,
we know the wnters that 1lie shead will mot be calm, we know thet the
days and nights will be long and filled with hardship and we know the
pecple back home will be interested in our success and the sccopplish-
rent of the jobs, to us, ossigned, Te know that the men =nd women
of tha Muilder's Yord and of the Outfitting Yard vill be interested
in our welfare for upon then lies the rosponaibility of bullding
end equippdng & good ship; with us, they shall shara our glory and
our fate, %e will do our best with the tools they have cAven us,

This undertakine is o joint reaponsibility, it does not end here,
it is cnly the beginmning for mll of us. I believe their job hes
baen well done and thot they have piven us s pocd ship. As
Commanding Officer of the LESOIR I want you all to know that we
will alwmys go forward, we shell pever turn back, 1 an deternined
that the stars and stripes will proudly fly ckove our ship, and
your ship, till the last chapter of this war has been written,

Lieutenant Conmander M, L, Thitford, USNR

Commanding nfficer
31 Dec 1944
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Lisutenant D, 0. Grosspan
Iisutenant ¢, W, Swift
Lisutenant W, Black
Lieutenant R, W. Stickler
Lieutenant R, W. Steele
Lt.(Jg) L. A, Reilley
Lt.(jg) M. R. Jacobsen
It.(jg) RuMe Crigsby

Lt (3g) Pe We MoCloud
Lte(3g) G. Rs Koble
Lt.}jg E«. C. Vima

Lt. JE Je Ws I.r.ne‘n. Jrs
Ensign J. 8. Heath
mi@ H. H. Van HDJ’
Ensign S, Zwerdling
Ensign R. B. Kelley
Ensign E. He Knight, Jr,
Ensign Ci G, Stokes
Ltu(jg) Ge Fo Waddsll

Che Hlect, T.A.F. Williamson

Bos'n P.M. (eorge
Carp. J. H. Sealey
Mach, W, Ed-dy
A.PsCy Re As Snith

Lt"(.jﬂ) S.Te Machelll, Jr,
Ensign Wi A, Jung

Bnsign G. A, Cakes
m&tg’l Je Te }iolstun, Jr's
hsi@ Ce Js Flm
mam “.’ ik. mmck
Ensign T. He Wilbur
Ensign A. C. Bell

Enﬂj,aﬂ Js Me Dotoon
Eneign He B+ Juen

Ensign N. B. Schrage

ALFORD, Willis Clyde
ALIX, Leo Adelbert
ALTEMUELLER, Jemes Joseph
ANDERSEN, Adolph Robert
ANDERSCN, Richard (n)
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John Louis
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TI‘GIIW, H. :l
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HEENTCN, Luther Jordan, Jr.
BERTONE, Endlio (n)
BEST, Thomas Cliver
BIK, John (n)
BLOSSER, Amoo Lse
BOLTON, John Edward
BCRDNER, Harold Elias
ERINKIEY, Harold Ernest
BUFP, Mertin Luther
CAMFAFLL, Howard Rdsel
CAREY, Lindsay James
CARTWRIGHT, Dandel Robert
CENICOLA, Ralph Carmen
CHATPITCK, Robert Andrew
CHILSON, Williem Francis
CLARK, Monzo Robert
CLIGK, Jack Walker, Sr.
CLARK, Robert Elmer
CLINGER, Lloyd Martin
CCBY, William Louls
CC1E, Charles Ernest
CONRAD, John Lewis
CCX, John Calvin
CRASK, (rval Dale
D\HL, Thomas James
DANNER, Lecnard Edward
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HERRCN, William Jay
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YOUNG, Lawrence Milton
YUNG, Walter Koeoner, Jr.
YUHAS, Bdward (n)
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Edwin Russell
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AHBCTT, Norman George
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LDAMS, Welter Clifford
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AJAM, Joseph (n)
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ALTDCRPER, David William
AMALFITANC, Faul Joseph
ANBRCSE, James Rollie
AMTSSN, Leon Welter
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ANDREXS, William Edward
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BABOCCK, Robert faron
RABXCK, Theodore Feter
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BCCAD, Edgar Chester
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BYARS, Warron Wiley
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m, Ne Js
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Johnston, R. I.
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Harmeony, Ps,




- WORGIELLY, James Kevin

CUMUAN, James Enmett
CURSEN, Kenneth Gerald
CURRIE, David Aitken, Jr,
DABKIENICZ, Roman, Jr.
DeLANEY, Max "L

DRAKE, Robert Donald
DUNCAN, Edward Jemes, Jr.
FRAY, Robert (n)
FRIEDRICK, Richard Donald
PULLER, Tester laverme
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Gy, David (n)
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KALL, Rufus Faul
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HWARD, Rarl leslie
JAMIBS(N, Martin 1eo, Jre
JASCNIS, Chester John
JES3EE, Lawrence Carroll
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KD, Charles Lelghten
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U.S.S. LENOIR (AKA=TL)
18 September 1945

On 7 September 1944 at the Horth Carolina Shipbuilding Company, Wilmington,
North Carolina, on building way #5, the first tangible structural member of the
ship that was to become the U.S.S, LENOIR (AKA-7L) took form. There wasn't any
great ceremony to the laying of the keel of Maritime Commission hull #1404 as
the LENOIR was referred to prior to her commissicning.

Commander M, L. Whitford, United States Naval Reserve, was ordered to duty
as Prospective Commanding Officer of the U,S.S. LENOIR on 16 October 1944,

While the hull was being built at a rapid pace, officers and men were
being gathered from all the units of the fleet to man her., Lieutenant David 0.
Grossman, United States Naval Reserve, was assigned duty as Prospective
Executive Officer on 2 September 194k,

The crew of the U,S.3, LEINOIR was assembled for the first time as a complete
group at the Naval Training Station, Newport, Rhode Island on 3 November 194kL.

With a simple ceremony before prominent residents of Lenoir County, North
Carolina, Maritime Commission hull #1LOL was launched 6 November 1944, Origin
of the name Lenoir is quoted from a letter received by the Gommandling Officer
in supplement "A",

During the building period many problems, trials, and tribulations presented
themselves, At the building yard officers and men were concerned with the
quality of the work that was being accomplished, the allowances and spare parts
that were being received, specifications, drawings, and blueprints.

At Newport officers and men were faced with the problem of pre-commissioning
training, in order that they might be prepared to effectively and efficiently
operate the ship to which they were assigned upon reporting aboard. Abandon
ship drills, athletics, scamanship, engineering, gunnery training, military
drills and even haircuts ran on a precise schedule at Newport, Formal Saturday
morning inspections climaxed a strenuous weck of trainings Holiday routines,
long and short weekcnds were looked forward to by all hands,




*% Y 0n.27 Nowember 194 the officers and crew of the Newport contingent were
formally introduced to 'their future Commanding Officer. Captain Whitford dropped
in at the Naval Training Station, Newport, Rhode Island, to observe his officers
and crew as they tock part in their various drills.

The LENOIR detail as the officers and crew were referred to at Newport got
their first taste of sea duty during the periocd of 19 December to 23 December
1944 when they embarked aboard the U.S.S, DUTCHESS (APA-98) for a four day
cruise, After returning from the cruise on Friday, 22 December 1944 the Exscutive
Officer and assistant heads of departments sweated out a three hour conference
with a board of examiners over the acceptance of the Ship's Organization and
Battle Bill, All hands participated in the Christmas weckend liberty and on a
cold 27 December we said goodbye to the Naval Training Station, Newport, Rhode
Island as we boarded a special train for Charleston, South Carclina,

At the building yard events continucd to move along at the same rapid
pace. 0On 4 December 1944 the North Carolina Shipbuilding Company delivered
hull #149 to the United States Maritime Commission and to the Navy Department.
On 13 December 1944 the United States Maritime Commission and the Navy Department
took the LENOIR under her own power through various maneuvering, steering and
endurance trials in the Cape Fear river, All tests and performances were

© generally sWtisfactory and the ship was accepted for conversion by the Navy
Department., On 14 Decembor 1944 the ship was placed in temporary commission
and manned by a ferry crew., With the ferry crew in charge the ship left the
North Carolina Shipbuilding Company Yard on the morning of 5 December 1944
for its final reconversion at the Charleston Navy Yard, Charleston, South
Carolina., The ship arrived at the Charleston Navy Yard on the afterncon of 16
December 1944 and workmen immediately swarmed aboard in order to meet the
commissioning date, 31 December 1944,

The train bearing the officers and men arrived in Charleston after a long
monotonous trip about 2400, 28 December 1944, 29 December 1944 will long be
remembered by the officers as the day on which they held their famous

_ comulssioning party at the Charleston Yacht Cluba -
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The boat group consisting of 11 officers and 119 men arrived on the morning
of 30 December 1944, Vithout any fanfare and with a simple cercmony the Captain
of the Charleston Nevy Yard, Captain R.N.S. Baker, United States Navy, placed the
ship in full commission in the United States Navy and turned the command over to
Commander M, L. "hitford, United States Naval Reserve., Immediately after assuming
command (aptain "hitford delivered the message attached as supplement "B". The
complete roster of the officers and muster roll of the crew at the time of
commissioning is attached as supplement "C",

Without delay all hands moved aboard and "turned to! to propare the LENOIR
for her first voyage and to got hor ready to accomplish our mission. 1 January
1945 was spent bringing aboard 2ll of the various types of ammunition which the
LENOIR was going to use to protect herself, On 2 January 1945, the LENOIR moved
te the Clyde lallory docks, Charleston, South Carclina, to bring aboard all the
necessary stores, provisions and equipment that were necessary for her maintenance,
Oon 6 January 1945 the LINOIR moved out into the open scaway to run the gauntlet
of calibrating compasses, being photographed, and structural test firing. The
LENOIR underwent & three day finnl conversion period in the Charleston. Navy Yard
on 7 January to the morning of 10 January 1945,

On the morning of 10 January 1945 the U.S.S. LENOIR got underway for Norfolk,
Virginia, The LENOIR arrived and anchored in the Hampton Roads area of Norfolk,
Virginia on the forenoon of 11 January 1945 and reported to the Commander,
Amphibious Training Command, Atlantic Floet for duty. Formal inspection was held
aboard the U,S.S. LENOIR by a group of officcrs representing Commander, Amphibious
Training Command, Atlantic Fleect, 12 January 1945. Also on that date the LENOIR
received the balance of its landing craft consisting of 8 ICK (3), 9 LCVP, and
1 LCPL. Six LCVP's had been previously delivercd to the ship at the Charleston
Navy Yard,

The inspection completed, Lieutcnant J. M. Ensweiler, United States Navy,
reportad aboard as shakedown officer to assist tho officers during the shakodown

poriod.
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of the Charleston Navy Yard, Captain R.N.S. Baker, United States Navy, placed the
ship in full commission in the United States Navy and turned the command over to
Commander M, L. "hitford, United States Naval Reserve, Immediately after assuming
command Captain Whitford delivered the message attached as supplement "B". The
complete roster of the officers and muster roll of the crew at the time of
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recoived the balance of its landing craft consisting of 8 LCM (3), 9 LCVP, and
1l LCPL. Six LCVP's had boen previously delivered to the ship at the Charleston
Navy Yard.

The inspection completed, Lieutcnant J. M. Ensweiler, United States Navy,
reportnd nboard as shakedown officer to assist tho officers during the shakedown

period,




On the morning of 13 January 1945 with Lisutenant Commander T.A. Murray,

Un3ted States Coast Guard Reserve, pilot, at the conn and the Captain on the
bridge the LENOIR departed for a six day shakedown cruise in the Chesepeake
Bay., This is a period which no "plank owner" will forget, Six days of
launching boats, DLO0 reveilles, temperatures of 20°, amphibious landings

and hoisting boats, all under adverse conditions would be hard for anyone to
forget. This strenuous six day poriod was broken by one night of revelry when
liberty was granted at Annapolis, Maryland on 17 January 1945, The temperature
was below freezing; it was a long wet boat ride and practically everyone was
exhausted, but some few brave hands bore the elements to "pitch a liberty".

The remainder of the shakedown cruise week was spent in a short range battle
rractise, anti-aireraft target firing, and fueling at sea (U.S.S. PORRESTER

DE 334). The Captain was satisfied that all hands had become well enough
aquainted with the ship to know their duties and on 20 January 1945 we put into
the Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia for a post shakedowm availability.

During this yard period a spark from a welder's torch caused a fire amongst
some cargo nets on the 3rd deck, #4 holds The shipts fire watch that had been
stationed with the welder noticed the spark ignite one of the nets and in
releasing his €02 extingquisher on that net, he blew the sparks into the whole
pile. The smoke was of such intensity that the men fighting the fire had to
use fresh alr masks in order to enter the compartment.

This fire which happened on 24 January 1945 was a lesson to us and taught
us that even the highest degree of fire precaution cannot be too great, We
left the Norfolk Navy Yard 25 January 1945 for a trial run in the Hampton Roads
area and late that afternoon we docked at the Norfolk Army docks, Norfolk,
Virginia, We commenced loading general cargo the next day for the Naval Supply
Depot, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Territory of Hawaii, and continued to do so until
30 January 1945,

31 January 1945 we left Norfolk, Virginia with Task Unit 29,.6,.5 cc&.nsisting
of the U,S.S, ALEX DIACHENKO, APD-123 (Flag), U.S.S, TATNALL, APD-19, U.S.S.
WEEDEN, DE=797. Captain T.C. Thomas, United States Navy, was Commander of
Task Unit 29.6.5.




Our task unit arrived at Cristobal, Canal Zone, Panama 5 February 1945 and the
1LENOIR was detached from that task unit on the same day. Fresh provisions and
stores were loaded at Cristobal to prepare us for our journey to Pearl Harbor,
The next day 6 February 1945 the LENOIR entered Gatun Locks, Gatun Lake, Pedro
Miguel, Miraflores Lake, Miraflores Lock and then the Pacifiec Qcean.

On that same day tﬁe U.S.S. LENOIR reported to the Commander-in-Chief
Pacific Fleet, "READY FOR DUTY". Our permanent assignment made by the Chief of
Naval Operations was to Commander Transport Squadron 22, Transport Division 64
Captain S, P. Jenkins, United States Navy, wes Commander Transport Squadron 22
and carried his flag on the U.S.S. WESTMORELAND APA-104., The fourteen day trip
from the Canal Zone to Pearl Harbor afforded excellent opportunity for numerous
drills and exercises. Diamond head light was sighted on the morning of 20
February 1945. We commenced discharging our cargo 22 February 1945 and completed
the job 28 February 1945 at the Naval Supply Depot docks Pearl Harbor, On arrival
at Pearl Harbor we reported to the Commander, Administrative Command, Amphibicus
Forces, Pacific Fleet for further assignment., The Commander, Administrative
Command, Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet on 27 February 1945 temporarily assigned
us to duty with Commander Transport Division 56, Captain R, S, Towsend was
Commander Transport Division 56 and carried his flag aboerd the U.S.S: OKANAGAN
APA=220. On orders from Commander Administrative Command, Amphibious Forces,
Pacific Fleet and Commander Transport Division 56 we left Pearl Harbor for Kauai,
Territory of Hawaii on 2 March 1945. The LENOIR arrived at Nawiliwili Bay, Kauai,
Territory of Hawaii on the morning of 3 March 1945.

Immediately upon docking we commenced loading the First Garrison Echelon,
Headquarters and Service Battery, 8th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion, of the
Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, During our four day stay at Nawiliwili, Kauai,
Territory of Hawaii, we embarked four officers, twenty-five men, and 1800 tons of
cargo, combat loaded. Our cargo loaded and secured we got underway for Pearl
Harbor on 7 March 1945 in company with the U.5.S. PC-465, The LENOIR arrived at
Pearl Harbor early on the morning of 8 March 1945, On 11 March 1945 we were
designated as a member of Task Unit 51.13.5 in Command of Captain R.J. Towsend,
United States Navy., His flag was aboard the U.S.S. OKANAGAN APA=-220,



On 14 March 1945 with our combat load of passengers and cargo we left Pearl

Harbor for Eniwetok, Marshall Islands, At 0551 on 18 March 1945 the U,5.S, LENOIR,
its crew and passengers became members of the Realm of the Golden Dragon by crossing
the 180th Meridian at Latitude 16930t North, A notice concerning this event

was made in the record of all hands and everyone received a membership card,
signifying their entry into this aquatic organization.

The LENOIR arrived at Eniwetok, Mershall Islands on the morning of 22 March
1945 and sailod again on 25 March 1945 for Ulithi, Caroline Islands. On the early
morning of 29 March 1945 just as the LENOIR had made a landfall on Ulithi and was
preparing to enter tlie swept channel we encountered a typhoon of severe intensity
and by listening to the dictates of good seamanship, we reversed our course and
decided to ride out the typhoon rather than enter the anchorage of Ulithi. By
steaming at 8 knots into the typhoon for the next 24 hours, we successfully
pulled through without any damage. oOn the morning of 30 March 1945 the typhoon
subsided and we entered the anchorage of Ulithi,

On 2 April 1945 Task Unit 51.13.5 became Task Group 55.8. While riding to
anchor at Ulithi and while awaiting orders to proceed to Okinawa the news of the
death of our Great President and Commander-in-Chief came over the air., We heard
the news on the morning of 12 /pril 1945, just as we were sitting down to break-
fasts, Ironically on Friday, 13 .pril 1945 the IENOIR as a member of Task Group
55.8 left Ulithi for the target, Okinawa, The trip from Ulithi to Okinawa was
spent in final preparation, last minute testing of equipment, and a study of the
beaches and terrain to be encountered in our amphibious assault, We arrived off
of Hagushi beaches Okinawa on the morning of 17 April 1945, The U.S.S. JERALD
APA-17L and the U,S.S. LENOIR were ordered fo proceed immediately to Nago Wan
Bay, Okinawz 25 miles north of the transport area. Ve arrived at Nago Wan Bay
at 1213 that same afternoon, sct condition 1 ABIE, and commenced discharging
cargo immediately. /1l hands were required to work straight through and the cargo
and passengers were discharged and the ship was ready to sail again within the
record time of 72 hours. The discharging of our cargoe was irterrupted by red
alerts (enemy airplane raids) for two hours on the night of 17 April, one hour
on the night of 18 April, seventeen minutes on the night 19 April, and four hours
and forty minutes on the night of 20 April 1945. Although we had completed

VI




discharging our cargo we had to remain in our Nago Wan Bay anchorage during

the night of 20 April 1945 and were required to spend four hours at battle
stations during enemy airplane raids. At 0700 on the morning of 21 April 1945,
we left Nago man Bay for the transport area off Hagushi beaches arriving there
at 0751 that same morning, That afternocn we were informed that we had become
a member of Task Ynit 51,22.8, That night we spent two hours at battle stetions
while enemy plancs came over. The next afterncon 22 April 1945 we got undervay
with owr task unit, destination Saipan, whosc designation was changed to Task
Unit 51.29,20 and was commanded by Captain R. W. Abbott, United States Navy,

who carried his flag abeard the U,5.5. SARASOTA APA=-204, On the mornirg of

27 April 1945 we arrived at Saipin, Mariapas Islands and all hands participated
in a well earned rest. During our stay at Salpan we delivered to the Amphibious
Forces, Pacific Fleet, Beat Replaccment Pool 8 LCM (3) and 9 LCVP. We left
Saipan late in the afternoon of J May 1945 for Guadalcanal, Sclomon Islands,
Almost immediately upon departure from Saipan preparations geot underway for
tlet groat event of crossing the Zquator. Shellbacks produced their ercdentials
to King Neptunc, Chief Bos'n Mate Fuff, and the king's court and royal entourage
were appointeds ek time and preparation were spent in constructing a

swimming pool, the ¢laborate costumes, and the electric fork, The Pollywogs
mﬁdﬁ saveral unsuccessful attompts teo embarrass and capture the most rovered
Shellbacks, but to no avail, On the morning of 8 May 1945 at 0800, His

Majesty, King Neptune precceded by Davie Jones (Bos'n George) honored the U.S.S.
LENOIR by making a perscnal appearance aboard that ship with his roysl court,
Captain Whitford greeted King Neptune and as is the custom of the briny deep
turned complete control of the ship and its lowly Pollywogs over to his majesty,
King Neptune thanked the Captain for the honor accorded him, ascended tho throne
and subpeoned all Pollywogs to make a personal appearance beforu him on bended
knee, All hands, officers and men, entered into the spirit of the occasion

and to this day no bull session is complete until some referencc is made to our
erossing the line., The line was crossed at 13222 on Longitude 163°33 minutes

East and a long blast of the whistle was sounded to denotc the occasion,
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Shellback ca.rda and certificates were distributed to each individual as proof
of his entry into that secret organization, the trusty Shellbacks, We arrived
at Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands in the afternoon of 10 May 1945 and enchcred
off Lunga Point, We moved into the decks 17 May and from that day until 22

May 1945 we loaded the Rear Echelon of the 3rd Amphibious Corps nad six oflicers
and forty men. On the morning of 22 May 195 we left Guadaleanal Tor Zavuiu
Harbor, Tulagi, Florida Islands, Sclomon Toiands where we refusled and loadad
8 ICM and 9 LCVP from the salvage boat pocl for delivery to Guam, Ve laft
Tulagi on the morning of 23 May 1945 &nd arrived Eniwetok 27 May 1945 1
next 18 days were spent in anticipation of orders for departure to Guam., Finally
on the morning of 14 June 1945 we left Eniwetok and arrived at Guam 17 June 1L2L5.
We commenced discharging cargo and boats 20 June, and completed discharging ab
0600 on 25 June 1945. By 1200 the ship was secured for sea and we were under-
way with 39 enlisted men aboard as passengers bound for San Francisco. Spirits
ran high and all hands were looking forward to leave, liberty and recreation in
the States. While proceeding back to the States all available time and ensrgy
was devoted to getting the ship into tip-top shape. On the foggy morning of
10 July 1945, at 1000, the loom of the Golden Gate Bridge became visible, e
anchored that day in the Bay, and the next moved to the licore Dry Dock Company,
Oakland, California for cleaning boilers and general yard availability. Also
on this day the first contingent of the leave party shoved off while the
remaining men prepared to make the best of their liberties in San Francisco.
Yard availability ended on 25 July 1945 and on that day we moved to Pier 904,
Hunterts Point, San Francisco to load gencral cargo consigned to the United
States Marine Corps at Maui, Territory of Hawaii., oOn 30 July 1945, twelve
officers, sixty enlisted men reported aboard as passengers for transportation
to Pearl Harbor, We completed loading general cargo on 31 July 1945 and moved
to the Explosive Anchorage, San Francisco Bay to load ammunition on 1 August
1945, On that afternoon we received our allowance of new boats 6 ICM (6),

2 1CM (3) and 7 1CVP. In the afternoon of 2 August 1945 we got underway and
late that evening we watched the outline of Nob Hill fade behind the Golden
Gate Bridge. We arrived at Kahululi, Maui, Territory of Hawaii on the morning
of B August 1945 and commenced discharging cargo immediately., The officer
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passengers were detached 9 August for further transportation to Pearl
Harbor, by air, After completing discharze of cargo on 12 August, we
loaded 29 vehicles consigned to the 6th Dase Depot, Pearl Harbor and dee
parted for Pearl Harbor at 2100 in company with the U.S.5. PC-602 and
S.5. HaULALLI, Ve arrived at Pearl Harbor early the next morning 13
Aupust ond discharged the enlisted passengers. Thnt night during the
movie we witnessed the fireworks and celebration of thu premature V-J
day announcement, Pictures of the fircoworks show evidence that nothing
was left undone in giving vent to feelings and erotions,

On the morning of 22 August, we moved into the dock at Pearl
Harbor to discharge our 29 vehicles and moved back out to the buoys the
next day. Also on 22 August we were temporarily assigned to Transport
Squadron 18, Transport Division 45 which is commanded by Commodore
J«Gs Moyer, U.,S.l. whose flag is on the U.S.S. DURLEIGH (APA-95). On
25 August 1945 we left Pearl Harbor for Honolulu and immediately upon
docking, commenced loading the 391st Recimant of the 98th Infantry
Division of the 6th Army whose destination was Oseka, Japan. 'ie com=
pleted loading that group on 30 August end left for Pearl Hurbor that
pame day. On the afternmoon of 7 September 1945 Task Group 54.26 which
was the designstion of temporary Transport Squadron 18, rendezvoused
off Pearl Harbor sea buoy and departed for its destination,

Temporary Transport Squadron 18 was composed of Transport Division
45 (LENOIR attached to this division under Captein A.J. Sabalot, whose
flag was on the U.S.5, LOGaN, APi~196), Transport Division 52, and
Transport Division 57. The first leg of our journey was to take us from
Pecrl Harbor to Saipan vhere we arrived 19 Septombor for logistics, In-
routc to Saipan it was necessary for our escorts to be fucled and the
LENOIR fueled the U.S.S. LIVERMORE (ﬁD-&ZQ) at sea on 14 September.
Logistics completed we loft Saipan on 23 September and arrived at
l'akayema, Honshu, Japan 27 September. Upon our arrival in the ompire
waters, we were detached from Task Group 54,26 and came under the immed-
iate command of Commander Amphibious Group 8, who was Rear Admiral Noble
on the U.8.8. WASATCH (uGC=9), '.e commenced discharging carso immediate=
ly and completed the discharging of cargo on 30 September, Cargo for the
391st Regiment of the 98th Infantry Division of the 6th Army consisted of 196
X



vehicles and 898 tons of general cargo for a total of 1¢17 tons, At
Wakayama, heavy swells caused us to have an LCVP broached on the beach,

However, no injuries were sustained to personnel and the cargo was
salvaged, On 1 October 1945 we were assigned to Task Unit 54,18,23
with the flag on the U.5.5, sLLENDALE (APA-127) and deperted fron
Makayama for Manils, Philippine Islands.

On 2 October the ALLENDALL (4Pi-127) turned over command of our
Task Unit to the U.S5.S, CaTSKILL (LSV-1). Ve arrived in Manila 7 October
and complcted our logistics on the morning of 9 October when we departed
for 8Subic Bay. 'e arrived at Subiec Bay in the late afternoon of the
game day and procurred 6 LOM (6), 1 LCM (3), and 1 LCVP to replace the
boats which were transferred to the EUCLEN Toat Pool at ekayara., e
left Subie Nay early on the morning of 10 October and arrived San
Fernondo Point, Lingayen Gulf in the evening of thet same dey. On the
morning of 11 October we moved from Suan Fernando Point to Aringay,
Lingayen Gulf. We commenced locding elements of 10th Army Corps,
6th Army consisting of 409th Port Company, 62nd Signal Dattalion Company,
4186 Quartermaster Service, First Platoon 302nd Quartermaster Railroad,
623rd Quarterrmaster Roilroad, Headquarters and Headquarter Dctachment,
491st Port Company, Headquarters 70th Medical Department, Kure Basc
Headquarters ASCOMO, 120th Quartermaster Rakery, 3203 Fngineering Vater
and Supply Company, 395th Quartermester Refrigerated Truck Detachment,
on 13 October. The entire cargo amounted to 181 vehieles plus general
cargo for a totol of 1100 tons. The loading of these elements was
eccornplished by the use of our own bonts which made for slow progress.
We left Aringey on the morning of 17 October for Hiro Wan, Honshu,
Japan in Task Unit 54.15.5 with the flag on the U.5.S, DaRNWELL (APA-132),
In rain, fog, and mist we travelled through Bungo Suido in the Japanese
Prpire waters and anchored off ilitsugshana, Shikoku on the evening of
21 October, The next morning the weather had cleared sufficiently
for us to proceed through the restricted waters of Aki Nada to Hiro
Wan where we anchored at 0900, e commenced discharging cargo with the
vebloles goin; to Hiro Wan and genmeral cnrgo to Kure, The trip from
Hiro %an to Kure was extremely long (8 miles) and the unloading facilities
extrenely bad, because the beach party was using Japanese equipment
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and that equipment was continuelly breaking down, Ue completed un=-
loading on 25 October end from them until 2 November we "Sweetad Cut"
our next nsaignnant.. Every ship except us had previously been ordered
to return to the United States on the Maglc Carpet Cperation. Finally
the orders came through for us to proceed directly to San Fra.misco.l
On the morning of 4 November we retraced our course through Bunpo
Suido ond set out on a great cirele course at maximum speed for the
Golden Gate, Thus cnds the Tar History of the U,S.S, LENOIR,

The officers and nen of the "Mighty L" deserve much eredit for
the successful operction of this vessel during one year of service
in the active theatre of war, At Okinawa Shima, liekeyama, Honshu,
Japan, Aringny, Luzon, Philippine Islands and Hiro VWan, Honshu,
Japan, ell hands were comnended by the Commanding Officer for n
job LELL DONE, A good ship mnd & pood crew has written another

chepter in the saza of the sea,

Compiled Gy

Iieut, D. O, Grossman
United States Navel Reserve
Fxocutive Officer

Approveds

G;E nander Hﬂg .
nited States Naval

‘-Com"landing Officer
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ORIGIN OF THE NAME LENOIR

Lenoir County was originally a part of Croven County which
enbraced a large part of the original colony of North Carolina,
Althouzh we have evidence that therc were settlers in what is now
Lenoir County as early as 1720, history is almost silent concerning
the inhabitants until about 1740 when William Heritape of New Bern,
a prosperous planter, lawyer nrd political leader and his wife
Susan Franks Heritape and their children secured the lands on which
Kinston, the County seat of Lenoir is now located, and made this
their hore.

Soon after this Richard Caswell who hnad come down from Mary=-
land became the second settler of whom we have a record. He was
the most powerful fi~-ure in North Carolina during the Hevolutionary
war and wes the first governor of this state aftar 1776,

In the year 1746 the County of Johnston was created from
Craven which embraced the present County of Lenoir and others
adjacent, and in 1758 Dobbs County was crented from Johnston, Fin-
ally in 1791 Dobbs wns anbolished, the two counties of Lenoir and
Greene wore croated,

Lenoir County wns named for Gemeral Villiam Lenoir, who
fought the Cherokee Indians in an expedition beginning on August
17 and ending Oectober 7, 1776, aend who was nlso the hero of the
battle of Kings Mountain in the Revolution,

The people of this County are honored to have your ship
paried "The Lenoir" and we shall pray for its officers and nen a
lon;: nnd continued service to these United States of America, the

best nation on the face of the earth,

SUPPLEMENT "A"



A MESSAGE FROW THE COMMANDING OFFICER

In accepting cormmand of the U,S.S. LENOIR, it becomes my first
duty to express my sincere appreciation of the officers and men of
this Command for their splendid co-operation during the peried of
training at Newport, R, I. and outfitting at the Cuilderis Yard. You
were cormmended by the Comnanding Officer at Newport for your efficiency
and deportment; you have left behind an enviable record for others to
follow; you have at the very beginning built a foundation upon which
we will stand and fight.

Te have become part of a great fleet designed to bring destruction
to our enemies and relief and salvation to the oppressed. Ve will
do our best to accomplish our assigned nission that our comron
enery shall be destroyed and n lasting peace be had for all mankind,
In the midst of pomp and cerenony we begin the life of a now ship,
we know the waters that lie ahead will not be calm, we know that the
days and nights will be long and filled with hardship and we know the
people back home will be intereeted in our success and the accomplish-
ment of the jobs, to us, assigned. ''e know that the men nnd women
of the Tuilder's Yard and of the Outfitting Yard vwill be interested
in our welfare for upon then lies the responsibility of building
and squipping a good shipy with us, they shall share our glory and
our fate, Ve will do our best with the tools they have ziven us,

This undertaking is a joint responsibility, it does not end here,
it is only the beginning for all of us, I believe their job has
been well done and that they hove given us a good ship., As
Commanding Officer of the LENOIR I want you all to know that we
will always go forward, we shall never turn back, I am determined
that the stars and stripes will proudly fly above our ship, and
your ship, till the lest chapter of this war has been written.

Lieutenant Commandor M. L, Thitford, USNR
Commanding 0fficer
31 Dec 1944
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UsS.S, LENOIR (AKA-74)

AKA<7/,/A16-3 Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial 042 San Francisco, California
27 October 1945
CONFIDENTIAL
From: The Commanding Officer,
Tos The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
Via: (1) Commander Task Unit 54,15.5 (Captain H, E. Paddock, USN,
(Commander Transport Division #22 (u,S.8, BARNWELL -
APA 132) Flagship),.
(2) Commander Task Group #54,12 (Rear Admiral B, J, Rodgers,
USN (Commander Amphibious Group #11 (U.S.S. CALVERT -
APA 32) Flagship).
(3) Commander Task Force #54 (Rear Admiral L, F, Reifsnider,
USN (Commander Amphibious Group #4 (U.S.S, MT, MC KINLEY -
AGC 7) Flagship),
(4) Commander Amphibious Forces, U. S, Pacific Fleet,
(5) Cormander-in-—Chief, U. S, Pacific Fleet,
Subject: Action Report, Hiro and Kure, Honahu, Japan, 17 October -
24 October 1945, letter of transmittal of,
Reference: (a) PacFlt conf., 1ltr. 1-CL45 of 1 January 1945,

Enclosure: ,,({) Action Report, Hiro and Kure, Honshu, Japan, 17 October -
24 October 1945,

i In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewlith,

M. L. WHITFORD

coi jgince ch (1

Cimepac (3)
ComAdComPhibsPac (1)

bsPac (1
CTF 54 (1)
CIG 54.12 (1)
CTU 54,15,5 (1)
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CONPIDENTIAL ENCLOSURE "AM

ACTI PORT, HIRO & rURE, HONSHU, JAPAN -

Part 1

Tais vessel arrived in Manila Harbor, Luzon, P, I. on October 7th and reporte
ed for logistics and further routing to ComPhibsGr #l4, Boat replacements were made at
the Suvic Bay Boat Pool, Luzon, P, I. on 9 - 10 October, Scheduled loading of elements
of Hoewuvuarters Temth Corps, Sixth Army troops and cargo commenced on 1l October at
Arieay, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P, I, and completed on 16 October, This vessel was
assigned as a unit of Task Unit 54.15.5 with Captain H. E. Paddock, USN, Commander
Transgort Division #52 aboaru the U.S,5. BARNWELL (APA-132), and as its mission to
transport rear elements of Tenth Corps, Sixth Army troops and cargo embarked to the
ports of Hiro and Kure, Honshu, Japan, as part of the occupational forces of Japan,
Part II

Underway from Arin:ay, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P. I,, 0600 (Item) 17 October
1945 on order of 0.T.C. forming as a unit of Task Unit 54,15,5, this vessel taking
position as third ship in right column, Speed of advance set at thirteen (13) knots
and we arrived at point "Bungo" at 0500 (I), 21 October and entered the sweept channel
astern of TrnsRon #14, passing through Bungo Suido, On order of the 0,T.C. this task
unit anchored off Tsuru Shima in Iyo Nada at 1730 (I) waiting for better weather and
visibilty before navigatimg the restricted waters ahead, Underway from Tsuru Shima,
0621 (I), 22 October enroute Hiro Wan in columnformation, Recieved anchorage instruc-
tions from the Port Director and proceeded independently on orders of 0,T.C. enrcute
berth #17 anchorging at 0832 (I),

1330 - Commenced discharzing vehicles into the beach at Hiro Wan. 2000 - Dise
charging Report: 70 percent of vehicle unloaded, O percent of general cargo unloaded,
66 porcent of total cargo unloaded, 2400 (I) Report: 96 percent of vehicles discharged,

0 percent of general cargo discharged, 70 percent of the total cargo discharged,

411 “.‘33
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 CONFIDENTIAL S ®
0100 (I), 23 October, 98 percent of vehicles discharged, 73 percent of the total
cargo discharged, Unloading operation were secured for the nighl with all boats
alongdido loaded with joneral cargo awaiting daylight before attempting the eight
(8) mile trip to the Kure Naval Base to discharge their cargo, 1200 (I) Cargo Report:
99 percent vehicles discharged, 15.percent general cargo discharged, 77 percent of
the total cargo discharged, 1600 (I) feport: 100 percent of vehicles off, 30 percent
of general cargo discharzed, 81 percent of total carge dischorged, 2000 (1) Report:
52 percent bulk cargo dischacrsed, 90 percent of total carge off, From 2200 \I),
23 October until 0500 (I), 24 October no carge was discharged due to all boats being
held at the Kure Naval Base, loaded with cargo as a result of a power failure on the
dock cranes, 1600 (I), 24 October, HRerort: 98 percent of bulk cargo off, 99 percent
of total tonnage discharzed, 1900 (I) All Arm troops dissembarked enroute Kure,
100 percent unloaded, 25 October 0630 (I) - Shifted to berth #34 outer anchorage,
waiting orders from CinPac,
Part II1
(a~b) This vessel embarked seven (7) officers and seventy seven (77) men of
the Headquarters Company, 10th Corps, 6th Army at Aringay, Lingayen Gulf,
Luzon, P. I, cn 12 October 1945 and disembarked them 24 October 1945 at Kure,
Honshu, Japan,
(¢) Loaded 1100 tons of cargo at Aringay, Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P, 1. during
the period 12 - 17 October, and discharged same at Hiro and Kure, Honshu,
Japan, between 22 - 24 October,
(d) Carzo consisted of 131 vehicles and the balance general cargo totaling
1100 tons,
(1) All cargo loaded by ship's LhL's plus seven (7) LCT loads,
Delays in loading duc to LQU's broaching on beach at Aringay and
inability to raise or lower faulty ramps of boats picked up at
Subic Bay Boat Pool; requiring the use of a salvage boat and a

bulldozer constantly,




CONFIDENTIAL

(2) Discharging vehicles proved to be an easy operation with the
use of the concrete geaplane ramp at Hiro, whereas discharging
the seneral carge presented it's problems, namely; (a) an eight
(8) mile trip to the Kure Naval Base, (b) a delay of at least two
(2) hours in unloading each boat, (c¢) unavaiable lighteraze from
the peach to ~id in handling. It is estimated that our LCk's,
LCVP's and the use of four (4) additional LCi's from ships of our
task unit made three trips each totaling four hours on tie round
trip, a2 total of eighty one (81) round trips,

(3) Total discharging time was fifty three (53) hours and thirty
(30) minutes, Vehicles discharged in eleven (11) hours, thirty
(30) minutes; bulk cargo in forty two (42) hours, Five (5) hours
lest the morning of 23 October 1945 waiting for daylight to run
boats to Kure, Eight (8) hours lost betwecn 2200, 23 October and
0600, 24 October due to crane breakdowns on the dock, Therefore,
actual time spent discharging general cargo was twenty nine (29)

hours,

e L- “HITFOJ‘(D
Commander, USN1
Commanding




. U.S.S. LENOIR (AKA=74) .

ARA=74/AL6=3 | ]1}')/ Care of Fleet Post Office
Serial 040 ' y“oo San Francisco, California
8 ~‘*1§ 5 October 1945
CONFIDENTIAL ! 7
From; The Commanding Officer,
To: The Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet,
Via; (1) Commander Task Unit 54.25.12, Capt. Sabalot, USN,
ComTransDiv 45, U.5.5. LOGAN (APA-196)
(2) The Commander Task Unit 54.25.1 (Commodore J, G. Moyer, USN
Commander Transport Squadron #18, U.8.S. BURLEIGH (APA=95)
Flogship),
{3; Commander Task Group 54,25 (ComPhibs Group #8)
4) Commander Task Force 54 (ComPhibsPac)
(5) Commander In Chief U,S, Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Action Report, Wakayama, Honshu, Japan, 27 Sept, = 1 Oct. 1945,

letter of transmittal of,
Reference; (a) PacFlt Conf. ltr, 1-CL45 of 1 Jan, 1945.
Bnclosure; (A) Action Report, Wakayama, Honshu, Japan; 27 Sept. - 1 Oct, 1945 A 2

1, In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (A) is forwarded
herewith,

M. L, WHITFORD
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on the morning of 27 Sept. 1945 0701 (~9 zone time) this vessel, proceeding
independently from Transport Squadron #18 and Transport Division #45, anchored in
berth #19 inner transport area (Able) Wekayama, Honshu, Japan preparatory to dis-
charging cargo, The weather conditions were favorable; wind from 080°(T) shifting
to 025°(7) force 2-3, visibility poor due to steady rain, sea like a mirror and
tide flooding, 0749 - Ome hundred and one enlisted army personnsl of the 98
Infaptry Division (74 vechicle drivers and 27 stevedores reported on board from
the U,8.8, 10GAN (APA=196) to aid in discharging our cargo, 0928 - First piece of -
cargo discharged, 1140 ~ /n LCT came alongside to remove the Baily Bridge structume
from the No,5 and No,6 holds, Qur LCVP's and LCM's werc able to make one trip &
plece and on the second trip were held up at the beach due to obb tide., However
discharging continued at the ship with the aid of 3 LSM's along side at 1700 = .
1730, The completetion of the first days operations at 2400, 93 percent of the
vechicles were discharged along with 21 percent of the general cargo.totaling
718 tons,

The weather conditions for the 28th day Sept. remained the same; wind from
020°(T) to 340°(T) force 2-3 knots visablity very good, no swell, Discharging
continued according to plan and by 0600 ~ all vechicles were discharged, 0800«
8ix of our LCM's were transferred complete, to the ESBN Boat Pool in the Kino Kawa
River, Wakayama, and one LCM for tcnpopayy duty each day with the U,8.8. BURLEIGH
(APA=95) Squadron Flagship; a factor which was to materially «f{cst the future
discharging of our cargo when we were unable to get boats from che beach, Prom
1000 « until 2400 no cargo left the ship due to the inability of the beach .
facilities to handle general cargo from small boats,

Our 2400 - cargo report, reported that 47 percent of our cargo was dis-
chagged totaling 1296 tons, X




' i@ ‘ &
CONFIDENTIAL

On the morning of 29 Sept, the weather remained favorable; winds 015°(T)
shifting to 350°(T), force - 2, visibility very good, sca smooth,

Again our boats spent the entire night either on the beach or laying off
unable to discharge cargo due to ebb tide, Many of the boats required minor
repairs to rudders, screws and side plates resulting from their attempts to get
off the beach and return to the ship, 0055 - One pontoon barge alongside; two
ICT's during the mopning; one ICT in the evening, Thus by 2400 ~ 89 percent of the
carg-o had been discharged totaling 1898 tons, .

By 30 Sept, long low swells began mllﬁ:; t.ha ship to the extent to make
cargo handling a difficult problem, Wind from 050°(T) to 070°(T) force = 2
visibility good,

Discharging was carried on with the use of three LCT's during the early

morning and as usual our boats were held on the beach due to obb tide, 0930 =

LST #7118 came alongside to remove U,S, Navy C.B, gear, The LST had attached to
jts starboard side aft onc pontoon barge for agserply, This opurition was earried
out with damage to the port hull plating of this vessel between frames 40 - 78
and between the main deck and the water line, due to the two ships rolling
together as a result of the heavy ground swells from the harbor entrance, By 1430
the IST was underway and this vessel was 100 percent unloaded with the exception
of the troops and dunnage, 1500 - All troops disembarked enroute Wakayama beaches,
and by 1620 all dunnage removed,

The beachmaster informed us that four of our LCVP's loaded with general '
cargo were unable to make the beach due to the 10 to 15 feet swells, and that
one LCVP had managed to jet ashore, broached with its cargo and the boat was

a total loss,

The loaded LCVP's remained along side this ship during the night and the

morning brought no change in the sea conditions therefore all cargo was removed

to an LCT,
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One LQL on the beach was salvaged and found to have lost both rudders,
However due to the sea conditions it made the loading of this boat impossible,
and no wish on the part of this vessel to cause any further delay to Task Unit
54,18,23; this boat was taken in tow by Armmy Tug #201 and returned to the
Wakayama Boat Pool,

At this point our command shifted from Task Group 54,26 to Task Unit
54,18,23 and -as a unit we got underway at 1300, 1 Oct, steaming enroute ianila,
Luzon, P.I.

' M, L, WHITFOD
Ly Commander, USNR

~ Commanding
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