Contributed by James Thomas

The U.S.S. FELAND (APA=11l), an attack Transport, was commissioned
on June 21, 1943 at ROOSEVELT BASE, SAIN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA., Captain
Clinbon A, Misson, U.S.H., commanding, She remained in the yard being
fitted for sea until August 1 when she set sail on her maiden voyage to.
SAN DIEGO., Here, after spending twelve days in imteneive training, the
ship reported for duty with the Pacific Fleet, on August 12,

On that date she left SAN DIEGO with a passenger list of Marine
replacemants for TUTUILA, SAMOA, During the voyage the FEquator was ;
crossed for the first tlno on nuouﬂﬁ 20, and the tradisicnal cercmonies
were performed, Arriving in P“LO PAGC on August 24, o two day stop was
madc before procceding to WELLINGTCN, NEW ZRALAND which was recached on
Soptonbor 1.

Two months were spent in NEW ZEALAND wotors during which numcrous
landing oxcreiscs vere held of? the beaches in the vieinity of COCK

o

STRAITS with various units of the 2nd Division, U.8. Marincs aboard.

~ On Noverber 1, the FELAFD sot forth on hor first combet mission
carryirg trocps of the 6th Regiment, ond Divisicn, U.S. Marincs, After
a prastice landing at VILA on thu island of EFLTT in the MEW [FE8RIDLSS, the ship
continued north, avriving off "WARAWA in the GLLEEWD ISLaiD3 on the
cariy rorniag of Nuvonbe: 20. i the tronsrert arca was reached, the
shore battcrics oocned fire and a numbher of splashos agpeared close at
hand, ecausing the ghlps to nove out to sca until the cncmy guns were

silenced by the supporting firc of tho fleoct.

’

in the vieinity of TARAWA during which the
o b ﬂts on the sccord day and the
at ulght tho crcmy bonbers over

Eight days wore spont
cmbarized brodps wont ashore in »
ship anchorod off the rool, B:
the islond wore surcessiuily cln gnd oxcept £ur o lone BEITY which
Flow low over the quartcordock i? the carly dawm, nonc wrre sishted,
Casualtics were beought cohoard and upen sceuring vhe isiond, troops were
rocmbarked, Aftcr putiing the woundod ashore at FLARL AuRuOR OAIU thoe .
troops wore deharked at HILO, HLWAIL on Docomber 8,

After conducting landing exzorcises with units of the 22nd, Regiment
4th Division, U.S, Morines operoting from KAHULUL, MAUT,. the ship under-
went a poriod of ropalr und overhaul at the FEARL HARKOSR NAVY VARD during
which Commonder Gordon M, Jones. USNR., toolr commend on Deccuber 27,

On January 22, 1944 the FELAND ogain sot sail for the assault on
KWATLLEIN, in the TLRSPAuJ ISLANDS carrying troops of the 184th., Infantry,
7th Infontry Division, U.S, Army. Passing ﬁkrovgh the cnemy held MARSHALL
ISLAMDS, all hands waited in expectation of attack, but ﬁno voyo ¢ proccodcd A
without ineident,

Lrriving off KUAJ“LWIu on the morning of January 31, the ship ontered .
the lagoon on the following doy and rode ot anchor while the troops wend )
ashore as rescrves, After cight days, during which no onomy action was
oncountered,  troops were recmbarked and returncd to HONOLULU on February 13,
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The following day the ship continued on to SAN FRANCISCO, arriving
on February 23, and leaving three days later mn a return trip to PFARL
HARBOR with military and naval cesuals as passengors, . On March 5 the
ship again returaed to the West Coast, after o shert call at KARULUT,
carriving in SAy TRANUISCC on March 12, _ |

For six weelis the ship underwent repairs at the yard of the e
Bethlehem Stecl Co. in SAN FRAWCISCO end upon completiok of this work,
embarked civilion Navy Yard employees and nevol perscnncl at OAKTAND,
leaving on May 1 fcr PEARL FARBOR. :

On Moy 12, men of the 21:d Regiment, 201 Division, U.S, Marines
“were ombarkod x* HITO and af tﬂ“ a mocL¢ T s ot NAALABA BAY, MAUT,
the ship docked at HONOLULU awaibing here nexi operation,

On Way 30 she put to saa for the assault on SAIPAY in the MARTANAS
ISE[ D¢, storoing for twe doys s BNIWATCK enreuto, D-far ot SATPAN
3 Jruo 15 and the TELAND partizipatod in o demesitiaticn off
while asgscult woves lord-d on the beach noth of tho
- KLNOA, A% noo 'Fo ship wrosseded to the
an evening attack
of tho ships prccnz‘

eneryy pianes wne driol

Eorly the following morming while returnias from niskt ratiremo ont,
u‘cﬂ Ty a ZPmm

KO T
AT Ne

and officer, cight enlisted men and four Mariing wes
rojectile fron a neighboring skip., Uwilcading was

phb»thc trensporie put to sca to avedd an oxpected attask by the

in Jupanese fleet, Four days wore spont®in crulsing rorthoast of the

island and on the afterncea of Junc 21, the ship returncd ~nd anshored

off the roef, Despite sporadic osStagks by high level bhombors through

a thick smoke screcn, unlcating was completed by neon the follewing

7 anct the ghip »ut to soa at cusk, Durdng the scrtic the battleship

LYLAND was torpedoad Ty an onony planc,

‘
u 13

Arrivin~ in HONOLULU o2 Julr 3, the casualtiecs were diser hzrkoﬂ ‘
nnd six days later, aiter taking phowri_trocps of tha 307%h, Infantry,
77th Divig 1o¢, .S, &"ﬁy, tho silo agedin set sail for the attack on
GUAM, MARTAN/S ISTLYDS, 4 eall was mode at EVIVE TOKR, vﬂero Lieutenant
Commander Maleolnm f4, “ach Uiﬁ&, took command on Tllv 17, and on
July 22, the day following tn initial assavls, the shin arrived in the
transport arco off the tovm of AGAT. TJO deys later tho troops were
landed and urlonding was bf\r“uav DLfFscult rrf and reo’ conditions
necessitated floating cargo ashore on Improvised »nfts and though ro-"
tirements wore made cach right, the work wme finally cowrlotod on July
27 without cnecmy interforcnse uud, after enmbarking casunltics, the ro-"
turn voyage was begua. 4ftor o short eall at ENTVETOR %he ship returned
to PEARL HARBOR vhore the casualtiocs were diserbarked and on August 11,
Commender (later Captain) George F. Prestwich, USMR,, assumed command,

.

At HOMOLULU, twd'wonk“ later, the 502nd, Anti-pAireraft Pattallon,
7th. Infantry Division, U.S. Army embarked and aftor o wook!s troining
cxercigses at MAALAFA BAY, MAUTL, left PEARL HARBOR on Septembor 15,
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the ship.

Stops were made at ENIWETOK and later at MANUS in the ADMIRALTY
ISLAND, and carly on the morning of October 20 the ship entcred LEYTE
GULF for tho attack on LEYIE, in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, anchoring in
the transport arca off the town of DULAG, The discharge of cargo was
begun upon the cstabklishment of a beachhcad and the ship remained at
anchor throughout the night tnder smoke screens during numerous Conditions
Red alerts, No ships wore attacknsd in the immediate vicinity,

The next morning, despito raids by single cnomy plancs, the do= |
barkation of trocps and the unleadlng of cargo was comploted and the |

ship put to sca at night under o heoavy smoke screon, roturning to MANUS
on October 27, ' .

Six days lator the ship continued on to ORO BAY, VEW GUINEA whero
the 188th, Glider Infanmtry. I11th, Lirborne Division, U.S. Army was om=
barked, Returaing to LEVIZ on Hovember 18, tae ship anchored between
ABUYCG and TARA

J ML and after unloading without ineidont, departed the same

Aiftor roturning to MANUS for a fico doy stop-over the FELAND sailed
to AITLFE, WEW GUINEA and 1oy ab anchor for noarly a month whilo waiting
to cmbark the lo9th, Infontey, 43vd. Infontry Divieion, U,S. irmy. ‘

From there on Deecombor 28, the shin sot out for the attack on the
island of LUZCY, in the PRILIPPINES, proccoding for five days through the
Japancee held isiands hordering the SUELZAD STRATNS and tho SUIU SEA,
On Janwary 7, 1945 two cncay plancs were shot down by the antieaircraft
fire of the convoy in an carly cvening attack on the Lformation northuest
of MINDPORO, Later thet night the Japancsc destroyer LINCXI was attacked
and sk off the cntrence to MANILA BAY by the formation destroyer
screen,  In a davm raid the next day an ceuneny plane was shot down by supporting
CILEQrS, '

‘Tho FELAND as part of the SAN FABILAN attack forcc, cntorod LINGAYEN
GULF on the norning of Jonuwery 9, During tho aporoach a single cnomy
planc was driven off by heavy firc from the ships, After anchoring in
the trarsport arca, the troops were landod in the assault waves, despite
norter fire from the beach which wotnded a coxswain and a boat officor,

Lt noon the fustra®ion cruiscr LUSIRATLIA, twe milos astern was hit at the
base ¢ the forward stack by o svicide plone, suffering supcrficial damgge.
Unloading was comploted wy mid-aftornoon in rocord tine, the Beach Porty
working wndor mortar fire muck of the tine and the ship remained at anchor
througheut thc nignt, firing at, high-flying plancs in the carlty cvening, .
Many reports voroe. reccived of snieide boats and swinmers bub none approached

In o pro~damn alert the following day, an unsuccessful strafing
attock was nmade by an cnemy planc through o dense smoke scroen off tho
starboard bow, A4t dusk the chip put to sca and shortly aofter gotting
underway a Jap suicide planc approached from dand ahcad in the darkncssa.
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- eommand, and was on Sceptember 1 relieved by Lieutenant Cormander

The forward 4A0mm opend fire and the plane veored off +o the loft

and crashed into the Attack Transport DuPAGE steaming in the adjoining
column, After clearing the mouth of the gulf, an uncventful trip was
made to LEYTE where the ship anchored off TAYTAY POINT,

Leaving LEYTE on January 19, the ship proccoded to PORT APRA, , | |
GUAM, stopping for thirtecn days at ULITHI, in the CAROLINE ISLANDS :
enroutc, Here trocps of the 12th, Reginent, 3rd. Division, U.S. Marines
worc embarked for hic attack on IWO JIMA in tho VOLCANO TSTANDS,

The ship depoarted from GUAM on February 17 and after arriving in
the reserve arca sixty miles southcast of TWO two days later, spont
cight daye at sca awmiting assignment. On February 27 the troops and
corgo were put ashore in LCT!'s under difficult conditions coused by the :
heavy surf, : 1

Cosualtics wore taken aboard three days lator and on March 5 the
ship got undorway for the roturn trip to GUAM, Stopping only to dobark
casualtics, the voyage continued soubhward to YOUMFA, NEW CALEDOMIL,
with short ealls at TULAGT ahd GUADALGAVAL in the SOT,0MON ISLAMDS on
the way, arriving on March 21,

Here nearly six wocks were spent, broken only by training excreises
in nid-April ot UARAT RAY, NEW CALEDONIA ond on Mey 3 the shiv departed
with units of the 906th, Fiola Artillory Rattalion, 81s%, Infantry
Division, U,S, Arry, Stopping for o day at MANTS, enroute, LEYTE wng
reached on May i6 and tho troops vere landed on the bhoach between
TARRLGONA ond RIZAL,

On May 28, the ship again put to sea, calling at HOLLANDIA, NEW GUINEA-
and arriving at LAE, NEW GUINEA én June 2, vhere troops'of the 35th.
Genoral Hospital, Modical Corps, U.S. Arny were cmbarked, Upon do-
parting two days later the ship hoaded for UANTILA, by way of HOLLANMDIA,
arriving on June 17 &nd debarking the troops the next day.

Unaon conploting the discharge of cargo, the ship again got underway
for FINSCHAFEY, ME™ GUINEA, procoeding through the SAN BWRMARDINO STRAITS
and gtorping for two days-at MAMUS cnroute, Hero Lrmy Service troops
were cimbarked July 1 and the return trip wes made te MAWTTA again via
HOLLANDIA, '

After a week in MANTLA BAY during which the troops and cargo was-
sot ashore, the ship returned to LIYTE bus four days later on July 20,
wes ordered to roturn +o the West Coast, Making the run without stop
in eightcen days, sho arrived in SAN FRANCISCO PAY on Aveust 6 and on
August 9 entered the Moore Dry Dock C. Yard in OLXLAND, CATATORNIA for
repairs,

Hero on Augustll, Commander Perey A. Crosbie, USMR,, assumed

Froderick E, Ermons, USMR.
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There the vessel remains at this date twonty scven months after
her commissioning having steamed over 99,000 sca miles and having
participated in scven major operationse




*

On Scptenmber 24, the ship was assigned to the "Magle Carpet!
Operation for the rcturn of personncl to the United States and upon
complotion of the overhaul period, departed from SAN FRANCISCO on
October 8, with naval replaccment personnel aboard, The following
day shc was forced to rcturn to port as a result of a burned out
shaft bearing and three days later sho again put to sca, arriving
off tho town of GUIUAN, SAMAR, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS on October 29th.

" Here on November 4, Naval Construction Battalion personncl were
onbarked and tha return voyage to the West Coast was bogun., Buaroute
tho ship was diverted to SBATTLE, WASHINGTON which was rcached on
Novenbor 20, and on the Bllowing day she entered the Lake Union
Drydock o. Yord in SEATTLE for rcpairs,

The FELAND, on Decenber-1l, 1945 had stearmed approxinately 112,000
nautical miles and hed ongaged in soven major amphibious operations,
Of th: 50 officcrs and 325 nen who worce present on the day of -
commissioning, only 3 officors and 24 nen remained aboard.






