Lot
il

(R
ol -

e
¥ __‘...wv..

-




=

Welcome Fboard

O feb-24 July 1005







In the twenty-one years since her ariginal
commissioniag, RUSHMORE has lived three dis-
tinct liwves: Two o active, combat-distinguished
war time years in lhe thick of lhings in the
Pacific: tour and one half guiel, out-al-commis
sion years n Pascagoula, Mississippi; and the
most recent eleven and one half years operating
e Atlantic.

The letters ** LSO in the ship's title represent
“landing ship dock?. Born ol warlime neces-
sity, this new type was designed as a combina
ticn dock and landing cratt carrier. She |5 458
feot long, 72 feel wide and has a speed of 14
knots and displaces from 4500 fo 800D Lons,
depending an ke load, The really unigue feature
of this type is the 399 fol long well, which
carries her main cargo. By flocding her ample
pallasting lanks with sca water, or by empiying
them, tho LS50 may be lowered or raised in the
waler so thal the well
daeck varics from dry ta
a depth of tea feet of
water, From this featurs
stems  the primary mis-
sion of the Ls0D: rapid
delivery  oft an epemy
beach of a large nember
ol combat-leaded landing
crafl.

LEGs are named after
historic sites in Amer-
ica. RUSHMORE is
named  for the Mount
Rushmore  Memorial  in
lhe Black Hills of South
Cakota, where a giant
seulpture inmountainside
stone commemorates four
of our greatest Presi-
dents: Washington,
Jafterson,  Lincotn and
Theodare Roosavelt.

LUnder wartime  pressures,  RUSHMORE was
puilt inoslx months in Mewpart Mews, Va., by
lhe Mewport Mews Shiobuilding and Drydock
Company. Her keel was laid on 31 December
1943 launching was on 10 May 1944 and on 3
July 1944 RUSHMORE was commissioned.

An interesting sidelight of RUSHMOREs build-
ing is that she was originally intended for the
British. Al original plans and blueprints still
carry her expeclad name, HMS SWORD,

Beginning a scant three months atter commis-
sloning,  RUSHMORE  performed  dislinguished
combat service in the last vear of the war in the
Pacific, which culminated in the surrender of
Japan. She particigatzd in four amphibious land-
ings: Laeyte in Oclober 1944; Palawan in Febru-
ary 1945; Mindanao in March 1945, and Taraxan,
Bormeo in April-May 1945, For these she eamed
Lhree baltle stars on her Asiatic-Pacific Cam-

paign Medal .

Armang RUSHMORE?s many and varied warlimsa
experiences, some are especizlly  interesting
and memorable. For here fine work at Leyte and
Lingayen in the Philispines, she received two
letters of commendation, She sleamed a total of
70,000 miles in her wartime life, crossing the
cauator ten times and the 1&80th meridian six
times., For the Borneo landing, RUSHMORE car-
pied Australian troops of the famed **Rats of
Tobrik® Batlalion which heloed chase Rommel
out of Atrica, The ship caried every manner of
carga, of which perhaps the mosl unosual of her
career was a 137 fool Japansse submaring,
ransported  from Samar, Philipgpine Islands o
San Francisco.

In late 1945, in the wake of the war, RUSH-
MOIRE earned the Mawvy Docupation Sorvice Medal
with Asia clasp for cperations Tn occupied Ja-
panase  waters,  The
American Carpaign
Medal and Woeld War 11
Viclory Medal complets
Lhe total of four ribbons
sha now displays on her
biri ey,

Mext came decommis-
sioning in August 1944,
and molhballing in FPas-
cagaula, Miss., the be-
ginning of four and one
hall years of the sileat
waiting  for which  the
reserve flasl was Intend-
nd,

[he Korean War Began
the third phase of the
RUSHMORE s 1ife with
recommissioning on 21
september 19500 The en-
suing filteen years have
besn ousy anes, spent
ranging the Attantic,Caribbean, and Mediterranean
seas. During this period, she has steamaed a total
of 1%4,000 miles. The largest porlion of this
lime has been spent at sea on various training
cruises dnd cacriises. The RUSHMORE had ler
hull strengthened in preparation for six consec-
utive summers of cruising to resupply DEW ling
bases inothe Arctic Sea - 2 record which only
icabreakars can maleh.

In the spring of 1963 the RUSHMORE partici-
patad in operalion DEMOLEX in the Caribbean,
which was viewed by the late President Kennedy.

In the fall of 1964 she parlicipaled in Steel
Fike T, the largest peacetime amphibious landing
since World Wae II. From 8 February to 17 June
1965, she operated as oart of the Sixth Fleet
Aamrphibious Sguadron in the Mediterransan after
which  she journeyed once again  abowe the
Arctic Circle for operations in Morway, returning
to Norfolk 24 July 1965,
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COMMANDER BURTORN B, WITHAM, JE., . 5 MANY i

Sommandas Buddon BoOwWithar, Jeo U5 Hawvy, was borm al Portland, Maine or the Tl af Marzh
1632, Fa attended Modneastern University and Bacvasd University and enterad the naval service
anoa stwdent o the Maval Reseewe Officers Training coursc an September 19, (%42 Commander
Witham recelved BTs commission 4s Eusigr in Febrvary 19430 He subscquenlly aerved at the
fallowing duty siations;

Ewplosive Investigation Officar, U5, Naval Arnilieon Depot, Balooa, Canal Zong; Statl
Off cer, Commander Carinbzan Sea Fronlisr, San Juan, Puerto Rico: Gunnery Officer, J55 HARRY
E. BALER {DM-2&); Guonsry Off cer, U5S VAN YALKENBERG (DD-6hsl; Conmanding Officer,
U5S ST 827 Staff, Genera' Ling Schooi, Meonterey, GCalif; Cowmanding Cfficer, USS BOLD
MSC-2240 Commandsr Mine Division 82; Direclor of Enlisied Training, Flegt Sonar School, Koy
wost, Fiorida, Execuative Offices, USS =RANCIS MARION VAPA 245,

comaandar witham®s aaval henors include; American Theatee, Wodld War [ W ctory, WWorld
war 1l Furopedn Occupation, katicaal Defense, United Hatiors Service Medal, s Korear Thaatre
witn two slars.
Commander Witham iz a ham rad'c operator and has recelved several commendations fram the
ctetes of Soutl Caraling and Florida for Fis radio assislance daring hoericanes Gracie aad Donna.
He is alsg an active wembsr of the Plaza Yoleniear Fire Departmenl in Wirgivia Beach, Wirginia

commander Witham is marricd to the forrer Caroline Milliken of Portland, Kaine and has bwa
davghiers: Anne, age 18 and Mary, ace 14
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Embarked
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Yes sir, itis atopless




Sigralman strikess

o just afeals that st Rachosky will
Use My scissos the next e,

Linifoem of the day?7!

Hoy, wall ] they lel us up

v arp owiat o i .
here whan welre undoesay! 15 your wite, sir.

Rushmora’s own - Buffalo!”
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SECOND  DIVISION
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THIRD DIVISION
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HN X DIVISION
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Cngineering Department
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B DIVISION
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EMBARKED UMITS WORKED 10072

It bit me tight here.




Tha Commadore,

T think this is wiea

Wallace hides Bis beer.






THE CREW AT WlER AND OTHEZRWISE.

Yoautre all on reporl,

Captains birthday




The day the Captain came howe from the hospital,




We had several cookouts while at sea,

Rusk recaives a medal.




ROSSING THC ARTI

WE ALL BECAME BLUENOSES

| - oEs
-:r:,.r.ﬂr:'ru::ﬂ Bluenoses

The corfarnisis

Thurrps down to Sarcas His majesty Boreas Res



LIBERTY CALL
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Wisitors in Turkey

Mr. Brown presents Handclasp datls in Tzair, Turkey
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PORT BRIZFING FOR LITTLE CREER,
VIRGINIA, UNITER STATES OF AMERICA

GEMERAL. It has been sufficieatly long since
most of us have seen our native...., We now tead
oo think in European temes (Il have a cognac).
Thiz briel gouge has been prepared to refresh
your memory and o oenable you to absorh the
initial shock, Eaalizh, of many strangs varielies,
depending upon your location, is widely spoken.
You may even find seme familiar tongues like
Spanish, Ltalian, French, Turkisk, and Norwangian
as wel! as Swahili.

FOOQ/EATING HABITS, American sating habits
are strange; for example:

SBreakfasly Alka Seltzer and tomale juice

Lunch: Hamburger and Alka Seltzer

Gianer: Hamburger and o0,

RECOMMEMDOED EATING ESTABLISHMENTS,
M

Circus Bar

The Wayside

Jolly Hoger

The Whing Ding {excellent cuisine
surf Rider

Queens

Eurcka

Palace

The Top Hat

ACCOMODATIONS,  Hote!  acoomodations  are
ahupdant, Mead we say more? Again, 99% are of
the drive-in, or motel variety. Little provision
seems o have neen made for the individual with-
out an avtomobile ar money, Metels come compleats
with ewarything...... radic, soft drink machines,
ani courtesy bars of Dial so0ap.

EMTERTAINMEMT. T4, by the way, stands for
television icccasionally  referred to as  the,
YSlube™) the Amerfcan version of which presents
such classics of Western Eolkiore as Gunsmoke,
Have Gun Wil Travel and Yooi Bear. Thers aes
alsc medical-type dramas an American Lelevision,
and by playing stricl attenticn to the Doctor's
technigques, ong may  booome gqealifiod as a
oraclizing chysician or a plumbear, depending on
the commercial s you walch, in a matter of weeks,
Drive-in movie going is a popular pastime. You
may even see a movie. It you really want o see
a flick, try the late show on T,




THANSFORTATION, This is no problent, There
are millions of automebites. Be advised, however,
that Lhe massive read building program has left
the country ene large detoue, I you should haopan
o lose your way 0 the maze of over/underpasses,
tunnels, cloverleaves, and taroffs, give ug and
reenlist,

TOURS, Thers arc same icieresting lours avail-
able. There will he far maeried men cadled the
COae Doy Intreduciory towr of home! . which,
i addition ta emphasizing the focal polals around
tie movse, aoflers atne extra charge, an introduc-
tien Lo your wife/mistress, children, dogs, cats
ang neighbors crowhst hove you,

SOUVEMIRS, Shopping is superk, as s shop-
lifting. Shopping areos called “*centers™ fea-
Lure uaint litide aative shops where Lhe local
handicraits may ke purchased. Example are,
southam  Shepping Contor, Roosevell Gardens,
and Giant Oper-Ade. Strange ttle bazaars such
as AP and Food Fair offer exotic foods. And
such prices! Remember, Waen as<od for 5 offer
2ownoufll be surorised at the reaction this orings!

e e —— e CUSTOMS, The concepl of driving-in inatfcnal
pastimel fs a way of lite here. We have already
manlicned this in regasa Lo motels and restau-
rant,  In o addition there ase drivesin churchas,
drive-in-banks, driva-in liguor stores, and diive-in
brothels, e last of which s off limits to all

f military personnel.
CURRENGCY. The lecal currency fs the U5
dellar which walued st 4.8 new Francs 7 Shill-
ings, 5 Kroner, 620 Lire, &0 Pesefas of our nome
CUFTENTY.

f OF SPECIAL NOTE, Off Hmits in the Beach area
te persannal over b
MO A

! Circus Bar

The Wayside

suef Rider

Cueens

Cureloa

Palace

Whing Ding

Thie Ton Hat -

A SPECIAL WARNING: As in Maples there arg
2l kinds of people who witl mest the ship and
who will acl real friendly. lunore tham, they're
st aftar your liva,

SUMRARY. In closing, remem_hnr our moito hare
in the Sixth Fleet, **Clean mind, clean body-..
take your pick.*







