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The U.S.S. RUSHHORE (LSD- lh) named for the Mount Rushmore
Mcmorial in the Black Hills of South Dakota v  ich honors former
presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, ¢uad Teddy Roosevelt,
started her navsl careccr at the Norfolk Navy Yard, *ortsmouth,
Virginia, on July 3, 1944, when she was accapted bJ the Navy and
put into commission with Lieutenant Commander F. A. Jansen, DI,
S8, NovEl Rescrve, as Cosmending Officer. Miss Lleanor Blewett
of Newport News, Virginia, who had sponsored the ship at the launch
ing ceremonies two months before was guest of honor at the com-
missioning and presented the RUSHIORE with & mascot in the shape
of a brown and black puppy - part Spitz, the rest just plein
dog - who had rcached the ripc old age of six wecks, The meascot
. was named after the ship, but sincec he was very young and only
able to understand words of one syllable, his name was shortenecd
to "Rush".

This Landing Ship Dock, or "Amphibious Battleship™ as one
Jep radio news-commentator was heard to call the type, is
457 feet 9 inches in length, with a beam of 72 feet, and a light
service displacement of 5, OOO tons, The well deck in which she
carries her main cargo is 365 feet long. Her cruising range is
5,000 miles; twin screws enable her to travel at a speed of a
little better then 15 knots. The LSD's opcrational use is to
trensport loaded landing creft and crews to the landing area, Its
adventage over other amphibious landing craft carriers is that
the LSD arrives at the landing area with its boats waterborne and
loaded for a quick strike at an enemy beach. No time ncecd be
wasted in the lowering of boats or in their loading after they
are in the water.
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The RUSHMDRB left Norfolk, Virginia, with o cargo of 28 LCM's
end 52 LCVP's on August 5, l9h4, after compl ing hsr "shakedown™
cruise in Chesapecke Bay, passed through the Ffanama Canal, and
arrived in San Diego, California, on August 19, 19/4. She left
San Diego on August 2k, destined for Pearl Hearbor '.ad a tour of
ten months duty in the Pacific before returnlng to the United
States. During this time she participeted in four Jmphlblous
lendings ¢nd transported a wide variety of cargo ranging from small
landing craft to huge pile drivers.
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- hands had become salty shellbacks and proudly bore the scars of
Their initiation.

Manus was reached on October 3, and full advantage was taken
by all personnel of the better-than-average recreational facilitie:
provided by the naval base there. Shortly after the ship made
port catastrophe befell "Rush" - he broke his left hind leg in
Jumping to the deck from the lap of a crew member...The.ship's
- ““qoevor put the leg in a cast, and "Rush" hobbled around on three

legs for two weeks, st the end of which time the cast was removed,

the leg found as good as new, and the pup onc. more ready for
action., After an eleven day visit the Task ‘orce set out to
i accomplish its purpose, the invasion and liberation of Leyte Island
in the Philippines.

Several air, surface, and underwater contacts were made by the
escorting vessels, but they disappeared or else proved to be friend-
ly. While these contacts broke the monotony of the trip, the
biggest thrill cccurred when a destroyer ceamcalongside each ship
and delivered late meil from the States. The Task Force entered
Leyte Gulf early in the morning of October 20, and all hands manned
battle stations at 0415, after an early breakfast. Unlike in the
movies, no one was heard to say, "This is it."

Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers started their pre-
invasion bombardment of the beaches at dawn. This bombardment in-
creased in intensity as "H" hour approached. By the time the first
waves headed toward the beach, it sounded as if all the boiler
factories in creation had set up shop on the Leyte shores. The
FEUSHMCRE ballasted down on the way to her assigned station and
discharged her landing craft according to schedule., The ICM'S
Wwere in the Iirst wave of boats, after the amphibious tanks and
elligators, to hit the Yellow Beach near Dulag. Although = few,
scattered mortar shells fell on the beach, no serious opposition
was met during these initial landings. The boats returned to the
RUSHMORE to complete the job of unloading, and when that was done,
ten boats were transferred to the boat pool, the rest being assign-
ed to various cargo ships to take supplies ashore. While her boats
were busy working for other ships, the RUSHMORT acted as repair
ship for damaged landing craft. The repair work was carried out

& speedily and efficiently, despite the fact thot it was interrupted

, by air raids and hampered by thick smoke scrcens and the inability
to show lights at night. The ship mede repsirs on 1 LCI, 6 pon-
toon barges, & ILCVP's, and 91 LCil's before leaving ..cyte on the
afternoon of October 24, a few hours before the beginning of the
Second Beattle of the Fhilippines.
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making her entire well deck available for other cargo. From
January 2, to February 6, 1945, shuttle runs weie made from
Hollaendia, Manus, and Bisk in New CGuinea, to Leyte with boats
for the Boat Pool at Tacloban.

Upon returning to Leyte on this-lasttrip, after discharging
- her own load, the RUSHMORE received the equipment and personnel
of the 1060 Engineers, 3170 Battalion, and the 533 Bt. and Sh.

z “ngineers from the U.S.S. SHADWELL (LSD-15) which had been
torpedoed while enroute to Lingayen Gulf, Luzon; P,I. After
delivering this cargo, the RUSHMORE remsained at Lingayen for one
week repairing small craft. The ship left for Subic Bay on Feb-
ruary 18, picked up a cargo of Army ICM's, and then proceeded to
Mindoro, where she was to stage for her next operation, the
invasion of Palawan in the southern Fhilippines.

Four days of preparation followed, and on February 26, the
i Tesk force set out for Puerta Princessa, the main town on Palawan.
| The RUSHMORE carried Army-manned LCM's and DUKW's loaded with
the personnel and equipment of the 167th Field Artillery of the
United States EIGHTH Army. The lendings were made on the morning
of February 28, with negligible opposition. The return trip
to iindoro was started the afternocon of the same dey.

Once more st Mindoro, the RUSHMORE made rendy for her third
operation, the objective this time being Zemboangec, on the Island
‘of Mindenao, also in the southern Fhilippines. Tv . navel besch
parties and various small units of the TIGHTH Arrmy with tapks and

bulldozers were loaded in LCT's, DUKW!'s, and-LEMls At howgh—am—
LSD is built to accomodate only 492 ‘meny; for this landiang there
was a record load of 867 aboard, including three British Naval
observers cond two "Ycnk" correspondents. At dawn on Merch 10,

& heavy bombardment by accompanying men-of-war and planes from
Thilippine beases began., The landings were madc¢ = couple of

hours later on a beach north of the city of Zamboanga, and were
met by a fairly heavy concentration of Jap mortar fire. During
the course of the dey secveral casualties were token aboard the
RUSHMORE for treataent.
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