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USS Nl.iECES (.APB..,·.·40) 
FPO SAt-J :fi'Ri\NG:tSCO 96601 

Fr.om~ Co1mnnncti.v.g DfEi,eerr. USS NUECES (i\J?E-,£;0) 

if2Bi,D /NTt,f ! g z 
57.50 
S0T J.002 
11 Ha:rch 19 ?0 

To~ Dizecto-r of Nf'~val Hist,;:n:y (DP-·09B9j ~ Washington Na:vy· Ycn:·d:. 
'i•Y.ash:tngtcm~ D~C,, 20390 

Copy to: 
CINCPAC:r?'LT 
CDMNA\!TORV 
COMJ?HIBPAC (PAD) 
nIS1Vff' SDIEGO 
CO"MLANSHlPRON ONE 
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1969 
3.--31 Ja_r:.ua.ry~ 

1--24 February:: 

25 Februo.ry: 

USS RUECF:S {/3.:':8-AC} 
FPO SAN }JRANCit;co 96601 

CHRONOLOGY 

Ope~cated in Long Xuyen 9 Itb.:1h Thuy) Can. 'the· 21:2:w ie. 
.support of R:Lverinfl opex·r.1t:loD.s ;>?:/_th Hobt.le R:1.v:::,Tin~~ 
Group Bra:vo~ Embarked are troops cf h,/.?:;7fh 2r:<1 
9th Infe.11.t:ry 1i Ezp.losiv.e t)y_·dr\a,1:,.c,;.;: D:t::~;pos.etl,, £:s:d. IU.7a:r. 
Assault Squadron. 15" 

Ship was visited by Connnande:r 21st Infantr-y:1 ,;,;.tPt'""1,?'•'.f"'F 

Army. 

Operated in Long Xuy211.;, Bi:nh Thuy~ Catl. Tho ,:?,.r1.."'.::1.s i.1.1 

support of R:Lverine opexattons with ·~rR.C It~-a,.,.c ., 

RIVRON 15 disemba.rked~ UnderwHy for Dong '1'2.m tu -rejo:tn 
Mobile Riverine Group Al.fa.: anr:hored ,ep;e:.:.:-11:tght n.0:..21-:i:- tb1 
Varn Nao crossover~ jr,.met:ion of the Bnssa·::: Bnd 
Rivers.~ 

Arrived in Dong Tam~ 
Gommen2.ed ni,ghtl:r ftr:lng exe1:.c::lses :i.:::e:c::, f-J..:rr: 
zone, south bank, i'fokong River as dl:eect2d L7, 
Suppo,_·t:tng Rivron 13-., EOD Temn 39,., ;{;/ 471.:h 
Infe.ntry ~ 

Ope:rated in the Dong 1'.am, f'ly 'Fho,, Ben T:;:-e s~·s:1 in ,-<.·.\c·

port of lZ.:tv,3.1·irH::. operationn ,, 

tical anchot·age shift, 
pected en.B.rny position.. und£r f:.l:re i\::om i;ff"I>I mo1}.I1ts"' 
.Slight m.a:i.:e:t:Lal da..::.11,1g.f, ,, ~w pe:rsm.1ne.1. ,::H!C.~'l..~-:.<U:.:I.t:.s s11t:! i:21., , ..... 
ed,, 

NUECES 
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LCDR w" c,. STEGALL;) U;iN::i :rr~lie,~·ed LCDR L., D. 1\JX,l{hR 

-::.m Cormnantling Off:l.cer cf: USS NUECES (AfB---,£:G) u 

11"' \"' ~,;::,,'; COLLE'I'CYN (!:.J!J.1·~36) 

Assmsl.t S{p,;,,ach:rn:1 Th:Lxt.een~ 
ch~ck of NUECES" 

de.partad 

1Jt?.de:i:·w8.y with ether units cf }fR}~ near Dong Tern fo:r 
pass 1.n rav:i.enr ce:remvn.y for Pi·esident:Lal U:cd.":,.: CitatioTI 
fr-istivities,, CD1IJNAVF0Ri7~ .. AclmJ.ral Elmo ZtH,-1WAL?,, C'l'F 117= 
Cs-?,pts.in Carvel BLAIR;i an.d tl1rf~e major U~S~ televisiOll 
n~tworks ob8et,7ed the ceremony f:rr.rm the l"'iRF flags'rd.p 'l 

c·"'t-sv~ ry of the l"1ill.F du:r.ing the enemy 11 'TE'.1' 1
~ Offensive 

of. 1968H 

NUECES reported 
Dt'Jng Tam~ Took 

:l..ncoming rounds 
§USt)Scted e.n,erff;y' 

fron1 so:,,"tth bank near 
posit:i.rn.1 uTI.de.,r fi1·e 

Set gene1·.al {fm~rters on two Dec.:asions as di::,;::et.,2:d by 
CTF 117 ~ :F:trsd on suopected ex1emy posit.t(ras~. south 
bsnd ~ :Mek011.g River :n&:~,1\t' Dong Tam as dirEcted by CTF 117 ,., 

Set geu.ieral q1uarters &8 directed by CTF 117,, C(nmnenced 
fii'ing both l~OMM rru,1.1v.ts at south bank~ Mekong Ri.'ttr.:;r 
n;eat' Dong TD.m as dira1.'!ted by CTF 117 ~ 760 r.-:,uv.d.s e:;q:::.endf:d"' 

Majo:r CROOK rel:-Leved Major TAYLOR as Batta.lirn1 Conmi..;,_;;,nd8:%:' 
b~/39th du:ring c<2:r2uH)ny on Helv Dede 

R~1d gpec:tal Ihgldh:ist memorial ser,dce for SA Ngu.yen 
VAN CAN., Vt.fN ~ on thi::. Helo Dede SA VA}J CP.J1\ dyo1,n-1ed 
d:u1ti~:1g training ex®'f't:i~:ies t,7:i. th RAS 13 ~ 

Cast off 1ast of 3 amm1 pontoons. Undey-v:ay for 
RVl•L Ship depmrted the 1-fob:Lle Rivf;s.rlne Fo;.·c(:., 
C'l'F~ 76 

9 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTH FI;)T ,, 

~'fy Tbo~ 
Chapped 

an.chcr chain -~· .. , d.escz,ibe.tl i1rJ inne.1· ttab,:a flnte.t:Lvn, de-:.1:lct! 
•;.eith D'tsm.ge coJored second£rr.y flotation dt~v).,::;;:: co~Jta:Ltdng 
n. PH'32::Hl box;:,, A hBimhoo stiek prot.r1.1de.d from f,:'t~e seecm.da:ry 
float,., A'!'t'rangemenz-: bou:n.d w:.U::h blue c.rn:d a:rn:1 f@is\l:ened 
to a11ch0r ch2,i.r1- ~:;ith smmer, CTF 117 not'ifi,cd,, EOD 
6.iffpgtc.hed t:0 in11Bst:.lgete" cbjs,et b:rvke £1~13.s artd ~H11~.k~ 
~,-1.t~:JB:f'~-1:.-,?i to be i?:?nrn:.xy· m.irr.e {250-~t';.OO p.onth::k;) ·~-;,hcB"~ 
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command d,ston,3ting WJ..1'·2 s;:as t~ut by E::,se !D.terual Defense 
boats 1,·(1:LlJ.(,:;sweeping the a"i"-:®,g,, and .sneh1."'.J:r ch.:?_:J.n co11at· ·~ 
l.h:ir1e7£'1t;i,:~y f,:r;;· N"l:i.a Be" RVN .. 

With USS MERCER {APE-39) at U~~L Fleet Aet."i. 1Iit:Ice·,., 
Yokos-:1ka, Japan, fox two week RAV. 

Cbop i.:,pz.n;a.tiona.1 cant rel to COMFIRSTFI,T,., 

Azrived Long Beach~ Califcrn:ta., 
gdmiuistrttt:t·•,tei eo11t1~01 to N!S1"IF, 
:i11act:lvat:ton" 

Chop operational and 
San Diego,. Ccnrreenced 

R.i~ceivetl 5DO~~f>OO peYsons from USS KEARSARGE (CVS= 33) 
ftJr berthing .. 

Underwent INSURV insp~ct:ton.. Couclusiorii 
,cous:ldered fit for fu~ther s~rvice,, 

:NUECES wes 

NUECES personnel commenced berthing on th~ Long B.?aeh 
}I!\Vfll Sts.tion9 BarJ.'f(Ck..~ 39" 

UBS K.Ei1.RSARGE (CVS·,.33) inactivated and decommis~1Ji:r~.1~tl., 
A11 KEftRSA.t\GE personn~l berthed on NUECES departed~ 

tHJECES Ga1te1~~a flrydcek for completion c-f :l:ndustria1 
work pack.age~ 

Na:traI Shipya1.·d 1 Loz.1g Be.~ch 9 Californ:t2 ~ 
£,mECE.B fi,sss:.s:Jn to CO\) NISMF 9 San Diego,, 
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1'he USS NUECES {A...t'B-l~O) was :re.::onmlissi.or1ed on 3 ·r-r2.y }. 968 :Ln t:h0 
Sound Na:Fal Shipyard? Itremert.on ~ Washiniton ~ 'Hi th Lie•, .. rtenB.11t CDmrJ.a:nder 
Le~-r:ls Da 'TURNER as Cofilmanding Office?~ 

Ntn~c:r;s 1 mission is to operate ~a an integTal 01~ if iteed ·1ceJ as an :b:1-
dep2ndent support element to Riverine Operations in the fih~kong Delta reg:i.on 
of the Republic of Vietnam9 NURCES is designed to provide:] herZ:hi.ng-; m2Bs-· 
ing~ :recrea~ional, and e:xtensive medical .factJ.ities for sh:tps cnrnpany and 
for embarked Army and Navy personnel. 

Following e:gtens:tve personnel tra.i:n:tng and matez.:tal p:tep..::.rrations early 
in 1968 NUECES, accompanied by USS MF.RCER {Al'B-39) depa1'ted San Diie,go, Cfll
ifornia~ fo:r V:Letnam~ On August 2, 1968,. NUECES made hc;r f:Lrst pen2tration 
into the Mekong Delta and joined Group Alfa of the Nobile RJ.ve:rine Force~ on 
the Bassac River near Can Tho~ There she xe . .i::.eived her er-nba:::ked Army and ~ga.0v·y 
troops and began operation -with the Mobile. Riverine Force~ 

From 2 August 1968 until 16 October, NUECES operated Group Alfa in the 
Ben Tre, My l'ho,, Dong Tam area.. From 16 October until 2.5 Feb"rua1~y~l959, 
NUECES operated tn the Can Tho, Hinh Thuy: Long Xuyen region wi.th Mobile: 
Riverine Group Bravo in support of RVN Marines~ On 25 I"ebruaKy FfDECES :re
sumed operations in Dong Tam with Group Alfa and. rema::i.ned 1.n the Dong Tam,, 
My Thos Ben Tr-e area until her depa1.~t11re f'rom the MRF in August, 1969" 

On repeated occasions from March through l\ugt.wt 1969 units of the Heb:.tle 
Rj_verine Fo:rc.-£1 -reported incoming rounds of hostile fire from ~~uspected er:H:trn·y 
positions on the south bank of the Mekong River .. On such occasions NUECES 
responded as directed by CTF 117 with retuicn fire from one or both of her 
40MM mounts. In addi.tion NUECES provi.ded n.ightly HaTrassmerd: and Intet·<l5.ct1on 
fire against the free fire 2one on th-2. sout.h bank as di:re.cted. by CTF 11.7"' 

On 10 June LCDR W., C ~ STEGALL, USN :rel:f.ev.::.d LCDR Le,;-ris D, TURNER t\8 NUECES~ 
Commanding Officer.. During the am.nmer months of 1969 NUECES underwent a la.rg~::: 
ttrrnove:r of pe.xsonne19 Persons complE:ting in-country tou.rs wBnt on tn other 
duty stations while new faces appeared to carry out NUECES~ mis::::f.on ~ In earJ.y 
July NUECES received news that she was to be redeployed fz·o-01 the Repub.1:te of 
Vietn.mn as pa.1:t: of Pra.sident Nixou 1 s proposed troop reduetJ.cn seheCh .. lled fo~t 
August, 1969, 

NUECES paTtic:lpated in a special pass=,in=n~",_."iew ce:1"emo11y on 6 July 'i1;:s2:t 
Dong 'l'aru~ 'NUECES and other elements of th~ MRJT sailed pgst :tbe f1,agsh::Lp 
USS BENEW.AH (APE-35) in recognition of. t:lva pT~:3:tdent:Lal unit cit.£..tiori. earned 
by participants iu MRF operat:tons aga:tnst th 1.?. 1968 enemy n'l'ET 0 offern;:.tve ~ 
The ceremony was observed from the BENEWAH by Adnd.:ral Elmo zr.n,fHA.LT; C:Ju:.mc?:nd}:n:· 
Naval Forces Vietne,m!, By Captain Carv{,~l BLAIR.~ CTF 117, an:d ·;·1·2.s cov£red by 
all t:hr~e majo!: .Amexican teJ.evisim.1 networks. 

On August 6 s while anchored near Dong Ts.m,, .9. Buddhist m:::r.10-;:i2J. s2:r-vi.f'!?. 
was held on i:'fiJ'ECESi flight deck £01· SA Nguyt;n VAN CAN '{'iho ,:h~o,,/a·2d dur:Lcg 
training e~erci.seo w-ith River Assault Sq~&i-:h:on 13'° The s2:rvic~1 ~Tss attended 
by members of 'BA V.iH? CAN' s family i1 RA.S 13 i:1;::d .afftli.ai::ecl V:J.0.:tnax.01::?sE: tr.~;;::t11cfl.S 

as well as by :rep:resentati ves of ship's c:a::n9B:uy" 
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On 10 .August,, .2ft.si~ making p~·1$paraticnirB for departu?e~ NUECES bid 
adte'l.a to the ls.st of b.:ex three arnwi pontoons as well as to the last of 
her .~:~mbark·~d troops ttrtil ho:tst@<l b,er 8.rieh©r for the final timi'.c as pmrt 
cf t.'b.® MQb:i.1~ IZ:'i:¥t:ri11e FtrLee,, '.th~~= n:lght, while anch,n:-~cl nea:r My 'iho, 
d~epi te no:t"t,.'J.~l 2:r.iti =·sw"imi'tler me~aul"eB 1 an eTie.my sw.ifi1ID.tel' .i:2pp.s:rently 
pen~t1~stetl NUECES' def$nsss $.nd fi1-~ed ~h;J!t wss later est:hr,ated to be an 
e~-r.plcsive ~h.urge; of from 250 to £~GO prn.mdB K.:o the ship i8 1,0:t>t ,::1uchoX' ,chain,, 
Fo:ctunately th,, comm,:md <leto:o.atiug wire wa,; presumably cut by llID boJats 
sweepi!lg the ~11rea for mines~ and the anchor chain collar and the attempt 
was tmi~uccesrd?~.a:L ~ EOD was disp.at:ched from Dong Tams and the charge ·w&a 
cut loose ii but sa.nk iffi\..nediately to the r:ivex bottom before recovery eould 
be made. N .. UECEl! <!ontinued her. j 0'2rn2y to Nha lle where she supported PBR 
czewa from D:.brirnion 533 for a. w.eek p:lior to departtn:-e for Vung Tau ... 

fh, 22 A,,gus\:, NUECES, acc,:,mpani.ed by USS MERCER (Jl.l'B-39) depai:ted 
the Republic. of Vietn,\:nn!) hett Sitp'P{.i:ft misa:loEa succesafu11J complieted,. 
Frm,q 26 to 29 Angust she ·was iu-pe:rrt Subic Bay~ l? .. l., for mor.e urgent 
repa:lrs !C\®ce»s,,ury for a trans Pacifi.,c c;:-oss1.ng. Ou 29 Atagll2t, W-l.JECES 
depat·tacl S,ibic Ray for 2 week RAV ;.·epair p,n:iod in Ycik,os;;k,i, Japan, and 
:for hn:ther prepar~.tion for a eafe t1:ans:11: back to CONUS. 

F,·om 5 S;;ptt?rnbe:r tin!:il 19 Septeniber, t.'UECES was in Yokosuka where 
the: ~hi:py.1n:d :fr!:rc-2 a·w:1 ship 1 a con1p.any µ:r(lce®ded to outfit NUECES for her 
trarn;i-.J?Bd.fic trip. After tor,p:i.ug off with fuel, NUECES departed Yoko·euka 
o;~ 19 Sit!pt~mber~ lli~derway f.o:c Pearl Rsrbor 11 Hawaii,, 

NUECES arrived in Paarl Rarbor,on 4 October 1969 and off.loaded 
all 40V!M and emm.11 r1-1rms 8.'!mfl-amition two days la tar at: ths West Lock Fa.cility {' 
She dm,;,artetl Hawaif ©n 7 October and !ilf!:er another: e:irtremaly emootb transit 
a1rcri.,,ed :in Lm,g Bea.::h. Califono.:La and berth;;d :!:h the Naval Shipyard 
and ,2omm1mced :l.uB<ct:lvati.on l!illder the <X>gnizance of Naval Inactive Ship 
Mai:o.fcenB.nee Ftic:Uti ty .i s~n Di.ego., 

On 28 October NUECES ~nde;:went an inspection by t~e XNSURV board 
fr,, . ., Sam Diego, JJsispite Ill moderate ·iMnnh<et· of diacrepend.es NUECES was 
dee·m.ed fit for f11.rthcr s,wvice a,:;d he..- impaeding 1.nactivat:l.on was to 
be ~1:ir~~eterl aerto:tding1y., 

Oper&.<H'.::::lonml syateuw wsre broken ikr<lffl, stores wera offloaded,. exter:tox 
1mrfaees w®r® :p,:-epa:red and the mari1'le green paint, once characteristic of the V' 
the Mobile Rivff:riue Forc:e, was covered 1,,1.eh haze gray. 

C'i11 22 Octob:e1t mJECES co,...,encsd berthing and messing some 500-600 
vff:!cei:a and m®n from USS KEARSARGE (CVS~ 33) • On 5 January 19 70, NUECES' 
gs.l ley clo,ied dosm and KEARSARGE Jand ship' a company personnel ut:!.li~ed 
the mess:tng facilitie,s of the Naval Station galley. NUECES personnel began 
ba?.thing in Ba,radrn 39 on the Na•,1al Station on 16 January in order 
to fad.1:itate, inai:tivadon of her-thing coroparooonta. All compai:tments 
were finally made available for inactivation on 13 February when USS 
KEARSARGE {CVS-33) was inactivated and all her persot1nel d,rparted. 

01" 17 Feb:rmu-y 1970, NUECES ei:aterad floating dcydock AFDL-48 fo1: 
compl<!!t:!.on of her iudust1r:l.11.1 work p:tcltage. O:a 4 March 1970, NUECES 
de,:,a1:t<Bd ll:he d,:-ydock and preparations were made for heir to be towed 
to San Diego. AH spaces and aystems .iere accepted by Inactive SM.ps 
Maint.emmce Ilacility Sau Diego and oi:; 13 Mlll1:ch 1970 N"OECES "1BB intlctivated 
m.v1 decemrmisr;ioned and placed i1:1 ci!fJl:ody of NISM1', San Diego., 
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