
Sail£V."H£RE ON MAJURO ATOLL, Marshall Islands, 21 March 1945 - Sixty-seven 

emaciated, half-starved Koreans are safe at t h i s U. S, Naval i . i r Base today -

perhaps the happiest war prisoners i n the entire P a c i f i c , 

Participants i n what i s believed to have been the f i r s t Korean uprising 

against the Japanese i n the Central P a c i f i c since the y;ar began, the group 

are the sole survivors of an o r i g i n a l company of 193 men stationed on C h i r i -

bun Island, at the southeast corner of Japanese-occupied M i l l e ii>toll. 

The long-planned revolt, which f i n a l l y occurred l a s t Saturday (March 

17th), cost the l i v e s of approximately 25 of the miserably-armed insurgents. 

An estimated 100 more k i l l e d themselves with hand grenades and dynaaiite 

rather than surrender or suffer the disgrace of death at the hands of the 

Japanese. Eight Marshallese natives, including one woman, were also casual­

t i e s i n the heavily one-sided b a t t l e , 

Obseirvance of t h e i r plight by an American p i l o t and the subsequent d i s ­

patch of U. S. Navy vessels to the scene made possible the rescue of the re­

maining Koreans. 

From V l i l l e , long-since bypassed i n the Yank drive toward Tokyo, the Ko-

l-eans told of how i t s Japanese defenders are ST?arving to death at the rate of 

as many as ten a day on the devastated, once-powerful Nipponese bastion. 

Not only are the r i c e , salmon and other Japanese food supplies only a 

memory, but even native staples such as coconut, breadfrviit and taro have been 

p r a c t i c a l l y exhausted, and the debilitated enemy are subsisting on grass, 

leaves and l i z a r d s . 

The evacuees revealed that Japanese o f f i c e r s at the a t o l l ' s western end 

force t h e i r men, as w e l l as the Koreans and natives, to forage for them. 
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throughout the various islands, then f i g h t amongst themselves for the 

sparse collections. So desperate i s the food s i t u a t i o n , said the prisoners, 

that they even trade hand-grenades to procure sustenance, (Tliese gi'enades, 

ostensibly to be used for dynamiting f i s h , were the means by v/hich the Ko­

reans staged t h e i r r e v o l t ) . 

~~'"msputong tn"e"WlTroiy=TSlTZruIated' contebXion thaT"ths~7apanise" are able 

to bear hardships on a par with native populations, the Koreans cited the 

heavy Nipponese death rate compared to the few, i f any, losses from malnutri­

tion suffered by the Marshallese and t h e i r own members o n M i l l e . Tiixs they 

attributed to t h e i r more adaptable constitutions, a better mental attitude" 

and a willingness to share what l i t t l e they had f o r the good of a l l . 

The Koreans disclosed that groups of famished Japanese from M i l l e l a -

land, s i t e of the battered enemy a i r base, and other main islands i n that a-

rea, are regularly dispatched to other sections of the a t o l l to search for 

what food they can f i n d . Acute malnutrition causes the deaths of many of 

these men, who often f a i l to return to t h e i r regular stations. 

Only the Japanese o f f i c e r s - not the enlisted personnel - r e t a i n "the 

mart i a l s p i r i t , " revealed the prisoners, for by comparison they are the only 

"healthy ones." Using a l l sorts of devices, they manage to obtain the best 

of the meager selection of food on M i l l e . With the supply of s a k i long ago 

consumed, the Nipponese w i l l now s a c r i f i c e almost anything for "jukru," the 

native Marshallese drink made fran coconut tree sap. 

On the main islands of M i l l e , said the Koreans, the Japanese s t i l l d i s ­

play d i r t y , tattered uniforms. But on many of the smaller i s l e t s , the enemy 

garrisons are reduced to wearing only loincloths. On M i l l e i t s e l f , v.'here once 

there were extensive i n s t a l l a t i o n s , there are today only a few huts l e f t 

standing. Most of the Nipponese are forced to l i v e i n dusty bomb shelters. A 

few on smaller i s l e t s l i v e native-style i n pandanus-thatched, r o t t i n g Marshal-
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The newly-captured prisoners, who arrived at M i l l e i n 1942, stated there 

i s no medicine l e f t on the a t o l l . Since December, 1943, no mail has been de­

livered. The l a s t Japanese plane was i n the a i r i n February of the same year. 

No enemy submarines are beUeved to have been i n the area since l a s t June. 

From the numerous small c r a f t which only fourteen months ago served M i l l e , 

"briLy~tw6~motor" laiuhcnes - Tcept ruhnrng~on a fait-dwindling supply Df gaso­

l i n e - remain. 

Communications on the a t o l l and to the outside world have been almost 

completely disrupted, according to the Koreans, and only two or three radios 

remain i n use. Through these, however, the Japanese have managed to keep sur­

p r i s i n g l y well-informed about the war and t h e i r information i s passed on to 

the Marshallese and Koreans. 

For example, the Iwo Jima battle and the Mindanao invasion arc knov.-n to 

a l l the Korean group here. Although the run-of-the m i l l Japanese on Mill© are 

discouraged and convinced that Japan has already l o s t the war, the Nipponese 

of f i c e r s appear to be s t i l l confident of ultimate success. 

One of the leaders of the Korean prisoners here smilingly recalled a ro-

cent broadcast from Tokyo by Emperor Hirohito which stated, i n e f f e c t : "Now­

adays, the Americans are bombing Japan i t s e l f , but the war i s moving slowly. 

I n f i v e or ten years, the tide of battle w i l l change and Japan v ; i l l c e r t a i n l y 

win." 

The Koreans, vrtiose nation has been a v a s s a l of Japan for more than 35 

years, told of how they had been conscripted by force into labor battalions 

with the threat: "Any enemy of Japan must be k i l l e d . " They had been paid an 

average of s i x dollars monthly diu-ing t h e i r s i j u r n on M i l l e and were treated 

with even more abuse than the Marshallese. 



mander at Mille - a Navy captain - who was recently reported to have been sub­

s i s t i n g i n a de-liixe dugout furnished with items stolen from nearly everyone, 

was described by the Koreans as being "short, f a t and hungry, j u s t l i k e us," 

(MOEE) 

^^^^^^^ (KOREAES) #313 

The newly-captured prisoners, who arrived at M i l l e i n 1942, stated there 

i s no medicine l e f t on the atolL. Since December, 1943, no mail has been de­

l i v e r e d . The l a s t Japanese plane was i n the a i r i n February of the same year. 

No enemy submarines are believed to have been i n the area since l a s t June. 

From the numerous small c r a f t which only fourteen months ago served M i l l e , ' 

mLjrtWo motor launcTTeB''^epli runfSTng'oiTsTfast^indling supply of gaso­

l i n e - remain. 

Communications on the a t o l l and to the outside world have been almost 

completely disrupted, according to the Koreans, and only two or three radios 

remain i n use. Through these, however, the Japanese have managed to keep sur­

p r i s i n g l y well-informed about the war and t h e i r information i s passed on to 

the Marshallese and Koreans, 

For example, the Iwo Jima battle and the Mindanao invasion arc known to 

a l l the Korean group here. Although the run-of-the m i l l Japanese on M i l l e are 

discouraged and convinced that Japan has already l o s t the war, the Nipponese 

of f i c e r s appear to be s t i l l confident of ultimate success. 

One of the leaders of the Korean prisoners here smilingly recalled a r e -

cent broadcast from Tokyo by Emperor Hirohito which stated, i n e f f e c t : "Now­

adays, the Americans are bombing Japan i t s e l f , but the war i s moving slowly. 

I n f i v e or ten years, the tide of battle w i l l change and Japan w i l l c e r t a i n l y 

win." 

The Koreans, M*iose nation has been a v a s s a l of Japan for more than 35 

years, told of how they had been conscripted by force into labor battalions 



they claim only an unquenchable hate. 

Informed here that a Korean government-in-exile at Chungld.ng had very 

recently declared war against Japan, the prisoners seemed to be carried avray 

with an overwhelming enthusiasm and displayed much emotion. They cheered lust­

i l y when told that the United Nations victory would probably mean independ­

ence from the Japanese, Here was news the enemy on M i l l e had never revealed. 

MMLI ^ — — 
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•We have had t h i s hope a l l our l i v e s , " exclaimed one of the prisoners. 

" A l l our hopes have been placed i n America. Y^ords are not enough to G::pre3s 

our "eelings." 

Snotner Korean said he spoke on behalf of the others i n hoping they might 

have an opporv,unity "to work to heln. j-Hr T T ^ - ; j ^ - - - - ^ j j j ^ i ..Ĵ -.-̂ " - r - ^ — : 

"America i s l i k e a father," continued another. 

Quartered i n a former Japanese seaplane hanger on t h i s a t o l l - quite 

p r o b * l y b u i l t by other Korean laborers - the M i l l e evacuees are nov/ receiving 

medical attention and the f i r s t s o l i d food they have received i n w e l l over a 

year. 

"On Mille we had no white r i c e , no good food, no cots to sleep on for ' 

the whole time vfe vrere there," disclosed one Korean. On Majuro, there was 

plenty of white r i c e (with second helpings, too), clean cots and clothing 

for the half-starved prisoners-of-war today. 

Navy and Marine Corps personnel guarding the Koreans said they had never 

seem more appreciative men. 

And they have j u s t been shown t h e i r f i r s t iimerican movie - "Ride 'em. 

Cowboy," with Abbott and Costello. I t seemed to be t h e i r biggest t r e a t of a l l . 

(end) 


