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LAT504/AL6-3 USS LaT #504
Fleet roat Office
Hew York, N, Y.
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JULTE 1L L] i 17 July 1944
From: - The Commanding Offiocer.

To: csonmander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Via: (1) Comsander LST up THIRTY,

(2) Commander L3T Flot TEN,.
(3) Commander Naval Forces in Lurops.

Sudjeot: Aotlon Report, Submission of.

Reference: (a) Cominoh FF1/Al2-1/Al6-3 Serial 7152 of
29 Ootober 194).

This ship operated frow; June 1 to June J under
Owund» Landing o:-.n Bases of the Eleventh Amphibious
Forees, Plymouth, lingland; June &4 to June & under Western Task
Foree, Baker ONE, Task Ornnxn’uon 126.2 in the ianvasion of
Normandy, Franooj June & to June J0 under the Mavel Uousander
Jestern Pask Foroe, in the Shuttle Servioce.

24 The initial trip, Plymouth, land %0 Omaha
Beaoh, Normandy, France comumenced on June 5, 1944 and ship
arrived off the beach at about "E" plus 10 ﬁmrl en "D* day.
Due to the eondlition of the sea and ccngestion on the beaoh no
vehlcles werse offe-loaded until "U" plus 1, she soaroity of LOTs
ulul ugs.m- prevented ocomplete off-loading untu 1100 on "D*
plus 2.

3. Subsequent trips were made according to the
gollowing schedule:

From Portland to Omaha Beaoh arriving on "0" plus 6.
From Portland to Usah Beack arriv o "U" plus 11,
From Sow ton to Onaha Beach arr vtuu " plus 18,
From Portl to Umaha Beach arriving on 'D' u 21,
From Southampton to Omaha Beaoh arriving on "U" plus 24,

be During these runs thers wss a total of 1566 Ammy
officers and men and 4LO2 vehicles carried on board,

5. o onm uu or oraft wore sighted within
the riring renge ‘xpllublo ord and for thise
reason no ammunit The Mark XIV sight gener-
ators were mmau-. un ng out with great rrequensy
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the port bow and shrapnel hit on night of "P but
no battle damage resulted, y . ;

7 Comments ou various phases of the operation
are below:

(a) Wavigation ~ The placement of buoys across the
Saglish Channel were of material assistance in nvtntw
in the swept channel., It was noted t the baarings be
buoys were not always in sccord with tion, making it
necessary to detormine the difference in order to be sertain
of remaining in the swept chaunel,

(b) Operations « On returcing from the soast of
France every convey but one atarted sa late in the day it re-
sulted in arrival at the ish Ports Quring hours of darkness
at the time of sortee of outward bound convoys in harbvor
approaches causing great confusion.

The preactice of unloading by ICT or Rhino Ferry
is nrg uu-nosowvuu that the sea does pat exceed
scale 2 with very 1l ground swells and, the ojwrators of
those orart are experienced iu the proocess of "Harrying".

8. The operation of the ship and englneering was
satisfactory.

e The performance of the crew was slso satisfaote
ory., No ocasuslties were suffered.

10. The o equipment lost ahip were five (5)
LCV(r)s lost during 2113! day and "D" ';lu from Mliu
eneny obstacles during casualty evaoumtion operations, On
"D" day plus 2, ship's conpany selvaged four (4) mirll. ter
repairing shree of se, On "D" s&utmm#n th
m were ordered to report to la rficer-in~Charge, Omaha

.
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