HISTORY OF THE LST 729

Jhe LCT 1268 was first manned in October, 2006 near New
Oleans and &Ens. J. Fubent Gueene (my father) sewed as the finst
Skipper. The LCT 1268 was welded ta the deck of the LST 729 te ride

piggyback ta the Far East for the purpase ef saving fuel.

Ufter the war and while the invasion force was still being feld at Je
Shima (Okinawa ), the crew of the LST 729 buought my father a capy of
the attachied “Cuiise Book.” Jt was mimeagraphed and stapled on the
left side, but never bound. Dad believes he put the page numbers en fhis
cepy. On page seven, the lasting friendships founed between the crews of
the LST 729 and the LCI 1268 is mentioned.

The bock was apparently waitten by the Ens. R. F. Juraschok, for
the farewell dinnex field at Jaku, China.

Fhe LST 729 with the LCT 1268 welded ta the deck
at the Panama Canal.
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tine of voamislead no o cdheracter in this computation of 7

If therc is any .
pcriod, pleasc do not blame it on %o the writer, he's under a great strain.
Lfter all,my shipmates(and officers too) he," wants to go home," It is not a

breathtaking story ncr a fine lcealher bound cdition of a stirring seca %aga,.but

then sentiment end spirit never verc materially measurcd.

It is said that slipping into_tho past is a bad‘fdrm of adaptétion-té the
.prcaont situvation , but hecaveh knbys wo.wouldnft mind.taking our_mihds.off of it
for awhile. So let's meandor in mompry'through the no£ so long ago past and conjufp.
up'évday drcam or fwo for friondship sako...;.n- | |

RFJ
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The date of this Pacific ‘wuwwersa~t Lo, nofdoubt,sonsvhet musleading since
the 729 had taken to water of & wi il “wbare aontns biiore, however be that as
it may it -will not concetn us ho;u cxr.ob foe the mubesy of a fow remarks to
- bring uvs to terms with the da’c En TR YATIIN
~ October 7th,1944 savw the vLegznnicsg of a ship ai! licy grew, a combination
. soon(?) to be molded into an alTicisn® Fifhting unit: A complctod ship slipped

her last mooring and slu. o, noi.d her 2y out into the current of the Ohio into

- the morning mists of Ozieber &8th. Oub of the Ohio into the brozd muddy Missicssippd
she passed, as did the waining =aivma i~rs. Baton Rouge,LVuisiana’ for fucl,Naval
Stetion Alglcr$ fouisiana to LL’O ney mesv sm@ppcd and dock preparcd for cargo,
Then on day of october 24 tho 722 sailed:outl to meke her dobute with the oczen
‘brine, a crew meking their big test .“Shekedein.”" From October 25 to Novemter 7

nor man nor beast coyld rornin st rest in St.indrew's Bay,Penama City,Floride,

the *Poontang! was on the loose. Victoricusly she rcturncd to New Orleens, rightly
pri i@ of the commission peprant,beétowed October I5,vhich flew from the mast,
Por:delton Shipyards for last minute checks and last minute farowells; then on her .
war carccr she left,Lifting the first carge frow. Gulfport,Mississippi,she took .
the Gulf of Moxico in her stride, But woc,it vesnot long urtil the Baribboan took,
the maJorlty of us in its stridc,thon our téic of woe, “mhy did I cver join the
navy

Goco Solo,Clristobal,Colon,Panane, "working for the Yankce dollar, ships,storc
and "er® well more shops. AlL our lives I sursosc we had heeard of the Panama Cané
and wondcred vihat it vas likk, Our curiosity was sotisficd the 25th of Fovember. .
Out into thc broad bluc watcrs of the Pacific,the"Quict Waters of Balboa', but
that guy never did hit the Culf of Tchuantcpec,did he?

I belicve we can say we were & pretty salty ship and erew by the 8th of
December when- all of San- Pedro didn't Lurn out at the harbors cdgc to grect ws,
Incidentally, that salty is to bc taken literally. _

Now we arc catching up with oursclves for after spending 2 ploasant five days -
in and about San Pedro, wo' shifted up to Port Hucneme for an added attractiosn,
pontoons, At the close of she I3th of docember we wore féady for our real '

" adventures,vhich brings us up to the date in cucatisn, v L

Onc Dccqmbcr day in I944, the grazing light.of dawn DCCpCQ over the iohachap"
Mountains at a-frency of activity in the Port of Huereme.¥ith all the hustle and
cxcitoment of a Queen Mary the USS Lst Maru (so wc canit help it if the Oriont

‘get's us dovm) cast off her lincs, noscd her bow into crhe narrow.channcl and
'disappoarcdi to scck adventure upon the troad Pacific and Oricntel waters.
Dceenber I4zYesthat was the date, Docember 14, I9.44, e uhole ycar ago sinco we
left the snov covered mounts of Califernja. & lot has happened since then, troubls
and joys alike, I can romcmber nov as.clear aa if iv wore yesterdey(elthough some
yosterdays really arcn't very cleer), yet this I could not forget.

’ Minc becautiful sunlight days e sailed alone---small arms prectice, boasts of
va'or in fcats of erms and the constant molding togbtbor of a green crew and an
un-ried ship--a flagpshlp at, thet, :

" Early in the morning of theo 23rd thc Haweian Islends wore s1phtedis L& few bam:
en.the horizon in 2 plain of bluc sparkiing watcr-+in island iendfall, How mary
_times were we to strain our eyes for that velcomed sight in the ycar: to come,vic

littlc knew. At last snug in Ylestlock we lay at our moorings cxpericncing our
Tirst islend liberty. i new corgo, reruisiticns, transfering men,gotting mcn,papc,
work,end,of course,liberty.

Christmas Day camc and uwent, the first for many of us in the navy. in acded

-attraction to our crov was a natirc Hewaiian. in odd sort of mixed mongrol with
a2 forlorn frce,but a geme heart,wr s "Poontang,our first dog.. Poontang soon proved.
a great source of amusemert and wmorzle builder for - the new . crew, -

’



ever théﬁéhtful of the purrcisc of the gy bu 1acss that bad bonsn the cause of
her birth and tulldivg, Tuc prow did nri ‘Lt docply into whe lavghing waler
because she hai wono: ner did sac presont the trim epecdily linss of a cestroyer.
No,instead,straigiy lincs, {1 Actuen, diort fow and stocple conn Wore rner
charactcrlsbjan( She mad lacugh ag siaady and slordy @ eatp thav over roeed the
scas,our home , our peTEenatIly ara,iake & womes, iever the same under any

Once again the 799 elipned hor woorings and heedad on ner westward journcy,

.contition,never tackass a rual £ty oY whick we arc proud.

£ scuall or hwo wes 2liowe hed oxforicrecd zo far in our travels of the
Western Pacirue, #ell,marbe a o hoavy swells,but on the vhole a good sca and
parfeet sailirg w((b4~x. kovtine merning and cvepiny Gonsral Quartors alocts

-‘trgan and ocndsd ouar asilv lifc abeerd,loncrel dealls, cionning dotalils and bull

sessions were of azily owcursune, OF the sarvoy meal west,west and sti21 further
west until on the movning of Japnary I7ta we again X‘()‘CﬁCLd the thrill of an
island landfall, There 1% Joy,low on the hosizog, moricad bv stubby cluaps of palu
trees which had siwyiced the ficeee fishlting of moaths bmofoo Eniwetok Atoll,

a small part of the Marehzll Isiends,shrouded in dust camps and airstrips,coral
reefs and a nine-deay lav over

Small kozts ard rough vater had not been curs to urndeorstrnd up. to this time,
yet the carpcntcru worked ovorsime ropairing this hele,that gunthalo,this,cleat,
that whatnot until we wonderod;"will our small boats Surv¢v¢," “ftcrnoon 11bcrt1‘
werc srent upon the beach swimning in the legoon,drinking besr (alvays dieorously
referred to just as ‘beverages') and lounging on the coral beach,

Jenuery 24th found us hoicting anchor to continue our wostward hol Now we
arc trying an Bestwerd ho but it sure docsn't work ruite as fast,wonder why?
Harmony and cfficiecney began to raisec its bheautiful head here and there but was
bashed dovm, What,would cur crew heve donc if it hedn't had Mr.Green and his .
Let crow to be our scapegest and, by golly,visa versa, What a tlma we did have,
yet I b-lieve many fricndships vs rc formed ond a.lob of fun was had by all.

Daily lifc aboard was much the same ovrryday---a routine to follow,a time

 for cverything--yet oach day was ~holly diffecrent from the onc precocding,or the

onc to come, The personalitics of the individuals saw to that., It's too bad a
story cznnot be written rolating the subtle humors of the life of a finc crow--
in individual story for cach man--- there arc rlenty of them .Yet if this short
account of our travels can recall to mcmory those ‘incidents to you indlwldually
we shall be more. than satisficd. '

Ulithi Islands, in the Carolinc group, appcarcd the 20th of Jﬂnuary This
was the strging arca of scverel of the Pacific invesions and heome of large neval
‘reilites efloat, Carricrs,botilewagons,cruisers,destroyers,transports,all the

ay down to a dingy,verc present. And we cannot forget that paradisc islc of
Lemours, the color and glamour of netive lifc such as we found on Mog Mog, tho
Pacific islec of Paradisc., Qur first stay was short,remember? I belicve we pullcd
out so fast we left a couple of chiefs ashore.

Kossol Roads, in the Palou Islends-- a thousand sights to be scen,cvery 4
point of thc compass,wator! Why cven the streot car soften islends were floating
sheds. Yet it was here we sav our first sign of action,Babelthuap Island. A by-
passcd Japanosc garrison was daily straffcd and bombed.

How we wanted to stand off and pepper bhe islend with our twentics and
fortics{ Damn,but woren't we the formidable terror of the high scas? by Fcbruar“
9th a convoy had been formed,our chicfs again safcly aboard;after a short chasc.
in.a Dutch merchenimen. Once zgain the 729 pointed hcr bow westward with Leytc
as her destinsticn. We were now getting closer to the fronticrs of battle, Lcyt:
hed been tzken threc months boforo ard fighting was still raging in the interic

By now wc hed expericnced scveral blows,rains »srually vcather in gencral which

made us feel praotiy well like vateren “alto.
, Dawn came, a cicar warm day on thc 9th of Februery, as we entered Leyte Gui
So c¢laar ib was we couldn't sce more than a fow hundred ‘yards beyond our bog--- -

© Slovely rainy day which scemecd to have fegun the sct preocedenco of a rain cvery,

time ‘thercafter that vie onterod or left Leyte Bulf,
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MaiI;mail,;""T e easY Sos o ure (i@ we avnger rer mail? Lowering
the gmall bort, 7~ Chuopld spr er anle eeletan, trac mofesrn 2ity el & hundred
ycars ago;inye irc veuensel 2ach fhankis cod svecne of cacdil, iMady,knee dozp,
mail jumdbied Iatm antollayols
net result cova 120 7¢i o Tasistear whiil hes since baen vecnoved.

The Phitl.ppen: Lilents -="%2m2h o2 of tae Txiond ' how it impressed ust
Notable morc sc¢ thur awor 3: Dawvcii wae the mad craving for,guess vhar? Fer
souvenirs end our"ha1i~=t§ow-\f the Smerican sucker,waet e seuidn’t sroad to
get o souveniri  nas o we crrived.ur vain and misls,so we dcyrtec Legte Suif the
I6th of Februcey headilg couth *his tine in tho higeest convoy we yot or since
had joincd. : :

Yoist that Joiiy Togert Belay tlict seuttle or yo ¢ JY volk the plank. This !
Neptune's day of jadeeimens acd any svab Ajsvupiing the earemenicd wil) ve pEivor
the catdel-uine tellsn huug,deawn aud crarlored | Hiak o dey, Fire hosc,royad dat
ugh? - Iroyed bavbae - omy boar as suiil Lrang to prow oub=-tha clcetric shock
and hat hrve oy, Lt lesh tie ware @)l erall backs ond wrue salls of the sna,
Bhat a ovech of vzaiped hair bravas wuo oo G to 92, The crunter had been oross
the interuetinnal 22t
iated ship beoorn et mays of Uhn deoep. Witk an overndgat stop et dollandas, -
New Guinoa,vwc crteced tha SHriovmes S~as ~uyoule U FLQGD‘FﬁnD . ¥hel seiling
weather! W:Lu soreys a sl onecn, the ghqﬁ,a scencd oreztlilens and the sca a
phanton wor’d ci gliss and uwhedovy foveg. like Statcely iings the thrce Lsts
steamed thuievgr <his Lard ol velcanie xeiande g srooth sen, the ncarest to
story boek Troitial fehando we had vei scen, On ths 2645 of Pebruasy we dropped
the hook a npal mela off Ferdelearal of ccnont fanwe,shrrang the is'and witn
Lustrailics ind »Hritish troesp:s, ' o :

" Guadaicanel give ne onx fivst hot cavpo -~~armmuriticn., Half loadad,wc pro-
2cedeC 5o Yae Luesc!i (~irvds to ceaplete cor cecrgo,

Somerhere 14 oaxr irivels we had last Paortarc. Want o tragedy’ So much was
1t s0,1% h:é u prononnead offcat vpor ihe crer S nad prozecdcd.at @uﬂdﬂlr
canal, e Lind a rosuoT to €111 the onnty shoes. i nup was foend shicch canc to
be knowmy as Salhy, w0 ix 50w 3 om degz ond nane sovld voke bis place.

Preem tee Tesnciaz fe lanne Isloed, in the Jdaiszelty aroup,we sailed. Lt.
F.S,MOCarthy Llebf us as skipoor aod Dt.0.0.Tarm 1o svecadodl pum,

In & conrov we sovzd on Lo Uliviit vwo £oen che MArskoeor Defanse Group in t
invesisn o . Uknava.-eour firct ccadat csatgnacnt asd vITth 4 loca »f armunitio
to boobts Tre corvey ma3 {foreed, vae tams wes sct, the acschor was raised and we
cuicely Jcl T0A on the morrdng of the 27%h of March. Roin? Of course,it

'_7‘

‘raincs ,vnat clec €id you cxpe v?

L4 Lest aur cheiice Yo 3cal out the vengeanze thet vas stored in sveh a
scetlfnyg beiling wrss watain ovr bosoms Drainetis hey? Woo Woo! Seriously,
however,chah wee =n ¢izn man's mind o5 o spont thoze sheri,yct tevribly long
days in transift o~ our £33l naste of coabet, never recily will be wnowe, Some.
no doLot; catartained lanugals of Lfear wnile sthers vore naively unavere that
combai was almoct an sclualaty. No thoughts,.good thoupnts, fcelings of vest
cmptiness,wno is articnicrts cuough to cxplain the thoughts of man enteriny int
comta? GFRCT61>QJCTtCIJ_mﬂ“ ycur bettle stations, loed youwr guns,hold fircl

With o preparations sct we entared Keroma Retlo, Blasting shell fire,

a tatoo of acx cck cveriacad sorcaning bombs,gyscrs of atsy? NO,thésc did rot
cuite gract ws as cur jﬂ-g‘h“t10“ t~3d prepered us. Just a cealm blue vater.in o

“beautaful s»ring day. Diszppeinted ? walli,perneps sic were for the time, but a

metter or nours breugh ovr first roel*zktlon ol susnpcnsc and torgor.

Lrehored a: £irst ship in o channcl an:ng the few islands comp051ng Kexrame
Rhctto.w: would be the first open vo air gtacic.

Night foll and we weve pretty confident that nothing voulc.happen. Near
midnight the General alarm grourd ouvtu its ugly blasts.Gerercl Quarters,General

. Quarters,man your.battle stations,flash red,control green. The stillness of

W, et 2 oneardesore bunch vwa vore waco th

1ud had boern cressed evd ve vwoee ¢ (ully ard duly inive



black nighi was briien with the wrovwernticng sov bistlol Thea the welting
began.Fot a sonnd Byrs ~nd ceve sirulead Lo oloyie the euscain of solid black.
Then twe lurid bluic “hance ncuump&nnudjuf suleee, by tae dosply throated roar
- of an cnginc,told us the cacey was acar. 9ff our starboerd cuertor the Jap
jplaﬁc-approachié than bogan Lo go uuwyp In casy brecih, Yipe! A8 nighb angloe
Yurn and dowrn sro Zowe on v, fold your fire,9old that firc mon, Closor like a
Blash of lightrnivg a;gh; for wny floating armo dump, Momombor how you folt.
it was an ouviu¢v;, Thow Lagy weex smaled,we nold ouwr Jiro, the Jap begen to
cllmb out o rig Suve Liigl above ovr masc, Fad we fired we would heve.diseloscd
our position.but stc pececd Foor firo and tho wholco cky was it with tracow,
large bursts as tie wheie wnehmiosce et go, The Jap as we léerrned . the noxh day

)

mede its swicide dive fazth v hox” rhe snchorage hitling,but doing comparatives
ly little damess to aroticr Lsi., Ho were isitistnd, For five davs we lay at-

Kerama Rhotteo -,ihrn on the 2nd oi Epril wg moved into Hagushi Beach,Ckinawa
Shima, Foer the next fiftes: days eiged and day we beazhed and retracted, Peache:
and retrected ey to gol Tl o our lota ol ammn, Sural heaches, high tides
leaving us ary, Ceesa rod. counbrel groen, eokxe smoie, acke smoke, meke smoke,
In the middic of » Targe swoke sercen, ¥ You ars ordoped te rcach on ycllow onc
S0 WC CTeop uﬁr\m FT.en an“auﬂagc of Puandveds of chips tlindly until our ncrves
can stand.me.zowve or enchor, The smoke  clears and we find oiursclves hegied,, -
into a Jlorge t¢ eooc* a mﬂunﬂr of two hun dred yards away. Day in day oub,

ack ack as an GLP“”nqunA._HHPUhleIﬂF into ships around us as we sat on our

powdaor “horsa.
Makc smoke,and it wes os trick you couldd't scc. iftor covoral - days e

- oceame . velorans and as the sky was full of flak wc ¢njoyed a picture below and
swapt up the shrapnel from the deck the next norning. Unloaded at last,perhaps
‘2 rost is in store. Herc comes a message! "ict as swmoke scroen clement south
cnd of anchorage" /nd.so wo did until a Jap shorc bettcry got protty-sharp.

"€ in and loed and procccé to Ic Shima' | Lend what ‘could we do ,oboyd—
rightl The 20th of ipril found us approc chlnp the snake twisted chqnnol to
Ic Shima boach. Bam,whizz! bam! bam! Zzzz,vhcce! Threo shells copssed our ship
as we preparcd for our beaching. Just a fow hours wore spent there then a
Burraed cxit back to Hagushi Berch,Oldnava. Finally on the 2@th of fLpril we
departed fexr the recar arca and a ruch ncoded rost. .

Arriving the 8th of May via Ulithi, the 729 scttled horsolf at Saipan
for what turncd out to be a month's rest. Okinawa had taught us cur wcak spots
in orwqalzat”on and also our ship. One month of chipping,painting,rcfitting,
xrolax1ng and reswhatover you heve. Howevor,as too much of oven a #ood thing
‘bocomes tiresonc o ]ongod for -battle ogein. Our spirits wore high, and combat
raged in our blood. e must avenge our companions: of Pearl Harbor, Now isn't -
that a crock of bu]lw ‘ ‘ .

‘But we did get tired of sitling. ¢ had not long to wait, for a scrics of
‘shuttle runs which nover ccascd uwhbil we roached Beku,Chiha. That's right,
that's where we arc now, Tomorrow the ship fitters will weld us to the dock
for the dursticon. Duration of what? You've got us.

Ckinawa Shima,arrived I8 junc left T july. Leyte uleVOd 6 July left 2L
July. Okinawe, crrived 29 July left 8 August, Hervy weather, fair weether,
scualls suashinc beck and forth trOO“u,b?SﬂllﬂC tanks,trocks beach and retract,
the good old dPDonﬂ ble impLJblous force and the- 729,

Then it heppencd. You gueossed it, out of Manila and on thc 'ay to lindore
pcace was declared by Jap sources, owl Since then, hov's my poiuts,say after
. the next trip wo're duc for the states,Scc you at Ghristmas,scy you must come
~over and visit us ang our now addition. Sort of packs an irony docsn't it?
Indeed it docs for a lot of us. From Mindoro we rcturncd to Subic Bay for
- logistics. Say thorc was a close, rome:hor unloading supplics from an Lem
cundervay. Men, this ship can do.anything., I supposc we vill be an ice broaker
“before. wo are finishoed. Provisioning continued frop the I7th fiugust to the 19t
Lugust when we departed for Loyte and ancw assignpont, -

—9_



~ As usu:l, jou guesscd 1t, Rain,rzin and more rain.August 22nd. o particd .
vlar historical :dnterest Iaassurce you, only an ‘arrival deto in Leyte,
Liberty,painiiag.no mnil,genoral routine was the daily diet, There i3

onc remarkable charge o The crow hed bccorﬂ organized and wes running iike
clock work, ’og eowmrsa- T uét a1 € the main spring wes a2 littlo-wcok as yobt
"dnd“thc hinds stuck ohcc in’a vhile but on the- whele we were oy now o .iwdrly
cvell lnucgragcd "b?nl)ﬁ,45n Scptenber 2nd rané digd:the” f1r0w014< f]ya
“One thousard ‘five hundred ‘shigs popaing-cfr ~t:the same tine.. Pence uas offy
_icially being cc100~rbcd/"h rt could £ pid thoy possibly usc Lst's for now
_enyvay uc ara comvaritively small ia cards corrying and the cost wouldn’b be
prrctlcablc. Just a bit norc sarcastie drony. ;

. Scptémber 4th we weighed archor and” st out for 11011n Pana y tnc socond
city of the Thi‘lppln s,tbat glomorous city of clventure nnd romencs. (Huins
~£the Brcicnt,culture of the moderns and no beloncy at. the meat nnrkct,
frriving Qtpucmpcr 7th we drppped hosk in the strait and procceded. o cnjoy
cur firsl ciby Jiverty. Lirreste rain ~2nd sunshirc never Corpencd our spirits
Leyte ond Iloiio merked the beginesing of the 726°s demobilization, Tcking on’
_our oargo v hasded towards Jinscrn.Korea our Tinst taste of the fsiatic
Mainland. and Yentrance iato occuoﬂtlon essipgnmerts. Ten cays of almo=t
continuous bed weether o:ich we were to oxpericnec the rest of our trip in
.Y is area, Yinter was beginning to come around with its hoary hcud of chill

winds nnd nesiy storms.,
srrived Jiasea 27th September dcpartcd the 3oth, Kcﬂonﬂs chinp wcar,
curioes,anytning and cvorything had ixen found. Dovm the Yellow Scc into the
teeth of the heeviest weether the ship hos cver crpvrlcnccd days of rocklng,
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