Contributed by D. O. Cederquist XO LST-946

HRIBUIREL

Due to circumstances understood by all members of the
Grew; and over which I had no cuntrcl; I can accept

no thanks or rewafd for authoring this document. The
many weeks spent aboard this ship with no strenuous
duties or visages ashore to lure me away, made it

only fitting and. proper that I should spend my time
composing this history. It is therefore requegsted
that nn-floral wreaths or loving cups be passed thru
the mail as a token of appreciation for this narritive
which will enlighten stranszers to the wonderfully
"happy" cruise we had together and remind us that in-
spite of our differences of opinion, quaint quibhles,
shower hours, chain of command; and few other items
too unimportant to mﬂntion; we really spent a year

and g fraction together that will always be remembered
for one reason or another,

Signed:

D, 0, Cederquist

Officer in Charge of HRestrictions

Approved: y
W. D, Fitzgerald, Jr.




A NOTE FROM THE DEFIANCE CHANBER OF CONMERCE: -

In October 1944, the Chamber of Cotmerce, under the directilon
of the president, lir, Guy O, “urphy, sponsored a campeiszn to
forme special fund for the puroose of providing the LST 948
with athlethic equipnent and recreational suppliez.: Donations
were made by the various manufacturers, businessmen, and in-
dividuals of the ecity.

The committea for the campmign insluded Zd. F. Wanley, Chair-
man, Harry H. lorse, Dr, &, 3. May and Guy 0, Murpny. This
comnittee contacted prospective donors end handled bhe details
of the Defiance sponsorship.

The Chamber of Commerce hed accouted the invitation of msign
Schlarbaum to sponsor the L3T 946 whioh was to be khown as the
U, 3, 5, Fort Defiance. smsizh Schlarbawm, who'was to tale
charge of the boat as soon as it was comtigsionsd on Octoher
12, 1944, promised to mount the nece "Fort Dofimnce™ in the
ship's ward room in return for this eity's sponsoring the
vesssl and providing the needed equirment for the crew,

Defiance's opportunity to sponsor this ship was in recognition
of the 150th anniversary of Fort Defiarnce.

Ensign Sehlarbaum was promotsd Lo rank of Lejut., end became
the Commancing Officer of the ship. Sehlarlawm iz 2 netive
of Custer, lont, end had served the lavy since 1936, He mat
lMrs. Sehlarbauws, daushter of Mr , and Lrs, Harry M, Myers of
Hiphland township, while he was on shore leave and che was
vigiting on ths west coast.

A I3T is twice as large as a destroyer and built to carry tanks,
and other mechanized woapons, and invasion Lroops. Its busi-
ness is only to atbtack. Ueing flat bottomed it is able to ride
right up on to enemy beaches, vher: under cover of its own
gunfire it is able to unload its trecps and tanks.

Capt. Fred Trorger, Lisut.(JC) Firk Zrutsch, and lps, Harry
M. kiyers representecd the city of Defiancs at Lhe wrmizgioning
exercises in Boston on Cetober 12, 1946.

Equipment furnizhed with the funds reised by the Defiance
citizens inecluded badminton sets, wolley ball outfit, base-
balls, footballs, bagketballs, books, phorograph records,
electric coffee not for the night-watch, chess, checkers
and other games, subscripbtions to wagazines, rusiecal in-
struments, and the ship's mascot,

The local Chamber continued to contact the ship with gifte

throughout its career, and many of Defilance's service people
have met the ship on many oacasions&T!
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The History of the L3T 946 - USS Fort Defiance 1,

In August of 1944 one hundred odd men were boing formed into

a group at the Amphiblious Training Pase, Camp Bradford, Vir=-
ginia. They were to coventually make up the crew of omne of,

the L3T's the Unitcd States Havy was putting into action a-
gainst the Axis Powors, Men rccently back from duty in the

war zones, kids joining up after high school graducation, mon
drafted out of peacc time jobs, froshly polished officeors from
reccnt midshipmer commencement exercises, werc being thrown
intc this hetercgencous assemblage, Approximately ten percent
had never had previous duty at sca, most had nover bcen on a
ship before, and several were 1oak1ng at the ocoan for the-first
time in their lives; but in spite of tho sceming confusion, walls
bacame bulkhoads, floors became decks, thc MA was not rocelved
with Boot Camp punectuality but cutting rcmarks and slowly but
surcly LST preocoupied their minds, ‘The training at Bradford
was torminated aftor wecks of school, phyesical training, and
practice cruisos on training ships in tho Chesapeak Bay, and
all hands werec transportcd to thc Heoval Receiving Station in
Boston, Massachusctts;, under their prospoctive commanding off-
icer, Ens. Schlarbaum, to awalt construction of LST 946,
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Enroute to Massachusetts, Lir. Fitzgerald, Callahan, cnd
Fourden mode several remarks acclaiming the Garden City we
were about to enter, ond Cranghw joined in the chorus with
a Bolo encore describing the virtues of his home state Rhode
Island, while be bemoaned the fact that we should be so near
yet so far. These pep talks grew into desertntions as Boston
came nearer, b ut from the day we arrived until the day we
left, the hometown boys were scarcely heard of, We only saw
them occasionally as they passed by in thelr families' auto=-
mobiles. MNevertheless, without their aid as guides, but spur-
red by their lecturea, the entire crew found Boston more than
heospitable. T, D. Johnson wooed and won his wife
while there, and when the ship wos commissioned,
our mascot, a black and wiite dog was named after
Gladys, o most hospitable Bostonian,
After a month of riotious living and Ig
precommissioning details all attended “f
. to in Boston or nearby Hingham, the HW ;
.0 ship wos commissioned on 12 Oct, 1944
Qﬁ? A committece came to Boston from De=~
finnce,O0hio to reprosent their city
o at the ccremonies. Defiance was our =0 i, 'YX e n
Giesieteeumch, SpOnsor and the ship became the Fort = .~ | *mgﬁ’
L N Defiance as woll as IST 946, Yo were prescntod
with a check by tho committec and the moncy went the purchase
of athletic gear and other itoms collected for the mutual wel=
fare of oll.

The next day all linos were cast off and we. got underway from
the borth at the Bothlchom Hingham Hingham Ship Yards., The
firat stop took us to the Charlestopn Deperming Pier and later
on the samc day, 13 Oct., we moored -to the fueling picr at
Charleston. On 14 Oct. we pulled into- Conmonwenlth pler, Bos-
ton, to take on provisions, nmmunition; and seeing the com=
passes - odd jobs that had to be attended to before putting
tc sea., It was herc that Mr: MolMahen and and Chute exsrecised
at their first workout while providing and supplying us with
" the several neccssities of 1life and luxury. (This is simply
an’ incidential statcment but, "all hands lay topside t0.s."
was from that ocassion on, a sure sign that the followin
morning we would have sggs for breakfast. Small Rawurd!%
We might mentlon that while the Fort Defiance went up and
down with tho tide the bos'n mato of the watch went up and
down the doek making notes, crasing; shuking fists, and gote
ting dandruff under his fingernails, no one, not cven our
Gulf of Salt Mcxico, long experionces, fist Lt, Shafroth,
could figure how onc Post, BM 2/¢ USN scourcd BOTH cnds of
humber one linc to tho pior ond fiurcd-cight the middlo of
the line around the bit aboard ship., It is intecresting to
to note that the preformance was never repecated. Aftor those
four days of preparations including fond farewells to friends
and acquointances of fifth days standing in Boston, the 948
set sail on 18 O¢t. and started for the Chesapcak Bay and her
shokedown cruisc,. —




For most of the men and officers this was a maiden TOyage.

A grand total of about 15 men out of the 115 on board, had
ever been to sea, but by the time a month had passed all
hands felt as if they had been at sea all theirp lives. In
the near future the life of a @ailor was to be taken in B
matter of fact way, but as we made our way nlong the coast
of Long Island, the novelty end axperience was new. During
Ghis trip "Pop" Whaley demonstrated consumaste skill and dex-
Lterity as he steered us thru the Cape Cod canal, while Jones,
Nall, and Sllcock demonstrated the exception to Newton's law
of Gravitaion =« that is to say, "all that goes down must come
up," Seasickness was not experienced goly by the three men-
tioned~-we picked the worse cases. In epite of being green
and not quite ai ease we were justly proud of the ship, and
content with ourselves and the Navy.,

Thuraday, 19 Oct,., 1944 ons hundred milss sgouth of New York
City, & message from the Commander Amphibious Forces in the
Atlantic, ordered the Fort Defiance into Hew York Harbor to
ride out the oncoming hurricane. The following night Van
Dyke, Eircher, Wyatt, Rogelski, and other whose homes were in
the near vieinity, were on leave, and a few other got ashore
to do the town. Inventory in the crew's quarters the follow-
ing morning indicated that the personnel of one Coast Cuard
Station located within reaching distance of the griall boat
landing, were standing watches in unpressed uniforms and with=-
out the hot stimulating coffee to which they may have been
accustomed, Cady and his cohorts, however, returned the per-
culator, the flat iron, saw, and other incidentials and in-
ter-service relations were restored to normaley. Later

that day, amid rough seas and hangovers, we got underway for
the Chesapeak Bay. OCulda mede the voyage rather interesting
when he sent various men looking for Charles Nobel and mail
boys and in spite of Schupp's large fish tales
(mostly canned selmon) we were mors than zlad
to listen , for they gave us confidence with
which to face the shakedowrn pawtizs, The
following Sunday, 22 Oct. the 946 reached
Little Creek, Virginia, The first of the
"Dive Bombers" ceme on board the following
day and gave us orders to Teport to COThw . avgh—
field Harbor for the shake down cruise, Farly the same even-
ing we arrived in full glory, ready to deeply impress the
inspectlon parties there. The first impression was, we

might note, very deeply made by an order being misunderstood
thereby dropping the anchor too early, retrieving it, and
then missing the berth by several yards., The entire stay

was not quite =0 unsatisfectory howsver, and on the 5th of
November as wo left for Little Creek, we hed a high average
for the entire cruise and proceeded on our way a bit relieved
0 know that the sndless inspections and constant drills had
Tinally come to a halt. The captain added snother stripe to
his uniform and made his advancements in the Navy run from
A.5. to full Lt. His career had been, and was continving, a
guCceess., ;
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Monday, 6 Nov., 1944 the 946 lieft Little Creek for Portsmouth
Havy Yard where job orders and requisitions broucht about
alterations, repairs, and replenished her supplies. A cause-
wag put around conu, portholss were installed in oifficerst
country, gear was moved and secured, and few of the men were
gent ashore with leave papers. Tinelli, “italeec, Buchannan,
Danials, Thomason, and llelton 211 went ashore together for a
few days; they reported back to the ship, however, at various
times and dates. After o five doy stay at Portsmouth we proe
cacded down the bay to NOB at lorfolk, Virginia, where we re-
celved a cargo of trucks to be daliversd to Pearl Harbor. On
the 13th we saw the last of the Chosapeok Bay and headed
north, back to liew York City. “hen we arrived five thirds
of LCT section were loaded on the mnin deck; the entire 1214,
and section of the 1213 and 1215. Ens,., Heaps came aboard in
commend of the LOT crews that were loaded. Our men went a=-
shore for the same purpose - scme gobtting apoeial liberty to
vigit home for a few days. Several men delighted the crew
by bringing thelr wives ond swocthearts oboard to seec the
ship and of course, to be secn by tho ship. On thc 228nd of
the month, as all honds vorc beginning te onjoy the hospital=-
1ty of New York to the utmost, beeause were begipfiing to
realize that our days in the Stabes werc numbere¥.ond tho
wooka! wisit gove vent to any inhibitions we may :
concerning Blue Laws, we put to sca with twatgg
and headcd for Cuba. The Defiance was OTC ofzthe convoy.
On 23 Nove a thrid merchantmon joinecd thoiﬁonﬁny off the
coast of Virginia. Thanksgiving Day
found about 300 miles off the coast of
of Florida, looking over thce mocnu put
out by Mr. Mclinhen's boys, and delight-
ing in the turkoy dinner proparcd by
Devenny and Gellhousen.. Vie arrived
in Guantanomo, Cuba on the 28th of
Nov. 1944, A.D.

Cuba, our first forcign

port, our first forecign
liverty, and for most of

ua our first sight of tho
tropies. It was on exciting
vialt we paid Cuba and not
forgotten for a long tims.
The natural boauty of the
bay, tho Marine PX wheroe
soveral erew mombers bought
perfume, stoekings, and
gcveral umacntionalbes for
the Tfolks back home, tho

boer party gilven by newly initiatod Chicfs Ramey nnd Schupp, .
where several honds involuntarily went swimming while wait-
ing for tho small boat, the bascebull game between the officars
and men which left the former on the short end of the score;
the fruit boat that supplied us with bonanans ond limes etc.,
and our short but effesctive acquaintance with Hatuey Cerveza
arroused our sumpathiés for the island base. Walsh nnd Chute




De

will tell you this very day that they beabt Mr, Cederquist and
Mr. Shafroth ot the base golf course; we the latter, deny any
such statement!!

The visit, howsever was cut short and on the 30th of Nov. we
pulled out of Guantanmo with anew convoy staff aboard and made
our way across the Coribbean Sea to Coco Solo Haval Base, at
Cologne in the Canal Zone., On Dec, 3, 1944 we came up to the
pier and remained in the seclusion of this Central American
hase for six more days while repairs were
effected and crew nmembers acquainted them-
selves with Cologne ond vicinity. During
our stary the LCT crew members brought a
monkey aboard, ond the capt. not to be out-
done, returned from nine holes of golf, with
a parrot wnd a 112. (The latter we were ta
have long since forgotten)) The Ft. Davis
Golf Course saw several of our men there
everyda%. Mr, Cedsrguist, kir. Fitzgerald,
Walsh, Chute Arnold, and Dingham werrs the
regulars and sr, Wilson, the Captaln, Mr.
Heaps, Mr. Fuchs, and Sinogra frequented

the course as much as possible, Several
officers and men visited the swimming pool
daily. Mr, Shafroth, Zebner, and Rulfs took the shallow water
diving equipment there one afternoon and spent several hours
gearching in wain for the captaoinfs ring. Our softbhnll teom
momentarily took over the horbor chnmpionship when Silecock
pitehed o game which defented the sx-chomps.

Our life in Coco Solo, however, wag not entirely restricted
to athlstics and midafterncon activities. Of an evening,
geveral, or rather oll of the nen made o pllgramnge to Col-
ogno and thru such placeos as the Florida Club ond the Copaca-
bana, we became amguainted with sueh interesting items as
Blue Mooners ond Cosh Strcet. The officers and men from the
ship who happencd to draw S.P. duty in Cologne, werc gencerally
stntioned where thoy could keop in contaect with the men from
the ship who happonod to draw lliberty in Cologne. Our first
two forelgn ports found us in a situation closcly resembling
the proverbial "Happy Family."

On Dec. 9th we left "Ubopla" and started-thru the Canal, We
entered the Pacific Occan, changed our address from F.P.O.
New York to SonFrancisco, and made our woy nlong the coast of
Central Amerien and Mexico., to San Diego, Califoraic,

The trip us the coast was rather peaceful without an inter-
ruption whieh occcured during 14 Dec, as we passed trhu
Tehauntepec Bay. 4 fifty knot gale hit "The Fort" head om
and for twenty-four hours she shook and quivered so much
that it was believed by an ardent landlubber that 1f she had
a piece of chalk on her fantail shes could have written the
"IMississippi" all over the ocean. Vhen she finally emcrged
without cracking or breaking we all had much more faith in
the women welders we had seen at work back in Hinghan, Dur-
ing the trip Deacon Jones took over the crew as M,C, during
our Christmas party,
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McNealson and Thomason accompanied the group singing and
came forth with several renditions of their own. It ecan
) he honestly sald that the gui-

3
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il tars of Eddie and Tex saw duty
i every evening they were aboard
Cﬁﬂ ship and occaslonally, when they
gavhered dust for nore than 24
honrs steady, one of the men was
on liberty or elss we were at
G,Qs If there was ever an even=
ing when anyone falt as if he
would like to have some swing,
clagsical, or hill-billy musiec,
he had but to walk to the elec-
triclan's shop; the boys were
at it. Durineg our trip to San
Dicgo, Deason Jones, VWade, Gillum,
and Thomason formed a guartet.
Thelr debut over the P, A, syo=-
tem was interfered with by loecal
statec and foulty wiring, but
those of us who ventured baci
gun 40-6 on o cool tropical evening could hear an excellant
arrangement of "Tumbleweed" or "Way Down". The boys with
music contributed much towards keoping up the morale of the
crew.We will miss them and long remembar them after the 946
has faded into a “war atory."

On the 22nd of Dec, the trip ended end we put into San
Diego at the destroyer base. Christmas in California,
aboard ship, was not the best in the world, but we wersc in
tho statcs and the cooks put out o fince turkcy dirner that
made up for quanity, if not the quality, that mothor was
serving back homo, It was here in San Diego that Mr, Dick
our executive officer wae transfered to await new orders,
The evening hc left the ship's officers gave a party ror
him and soveral mowmbors of the ecrow started out to givo
him a find farewsll, but duc to tho nomndic instincts of
the offlicers they were unable to loeate him. "hen lir, Dick
left us we suid Good-bye to the best officer on the ship.
He was woll liked end reospceted by one and all. Mr, Lor-
cnzini come abonrd as his reolief and anothor cxporicncad
hend joined the crow of comparatively groen sailors. Our
stop in Dago found Mr, Wilson leaving for homc overy othor
minute. Ho lics in Dago. After o wook's stay in Dago we
left the Christmns checr behind us and on 29 Doc. the 946
pulled out to sca. 8ho spont New Yearts ave underway ond
had a smaker on New Ycar's Day. The main ovents wers box-
ing matches betwoen Lingozs and spezizeti, lightweights -
Kirchor and Foley, middleweights = Pickct and Boniglawski
light heavywoights, - end Proctor and Tesh, heavywoights,
Rogaliski and "Goorge Easy" Smith put on & bout to prove
they could stand up for 3 minutcs and Wyatt ond Willioms
changed thoeir routine from jittcerbugging to fisteuffa.
= 5
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The Captain and Mr, Heaps slugged it

out, and Leach and YWhyers offered a
little variety by doing some grappling.

W/ & came thru with few bruises and enter-
ed Pecarl Harbor on 8 Jan. 1945 without
any celebration; our real celebration was
saved until solid terra ferma was under-
Toot.

The first night at Pearl was spent unload=-
ing the trucks from the tank deck of the
ship, The nextday, 9 Jan. the LOT gections
were unloaded from topside and the next
ten days spent in West Loche taking on
supplies and ammnitions. During the stay
lr. Fuchs, our Recreation Officer, arranged for a beer party

at the Richardson Recreation Center. Need more be gaid?

On the 19th we pulled out of Pearl and rounded Oahu to Koeohe
Bay to fuel and weter ships that were headed out. That even-
ing the cool clear water, the tropieal sun, the sand beaches,
and the erruptions of our acquatic instincts, brought a swim
over the side. Fulmer demonstrated the finer points of diving
as he let loose from the boat deck while the rest of us were
satisfied with the 15 foot drop off the main deck, It was
here in Kenohe Bay that one of our officers went AWOL. The
juring waters got the better of him and he made his way a-
crogs the harber in his own inimitable dog paddle fashion
while the regt of the ship was executing "turn To®, His
idenity is boirz withheld from the Fublic for cbvious rea=-
sons. The cciwe was dasdardly to say the least:

On the 21 Tem we returned to Pearl after completing the Good
Will missicn, and moored in West Loche again., "hile we wore
moored Oaks, Allon, Vlandell, and Ncnemaker rame aboard and
Chute and S:icesk left. Tae MapLey departmens 's work from
thon on was turnod over to Wevslor and the pitching arm of our
softball tcam was open for a now arrival.

On Jan 23rd tho "Fort" procceded to Berth B-12 and commenced
loading LCT 746 on tho main deck ond on the 25th she arrived
in Kowalo Basin to take on the supplies for the army which
was to comc aboard. Two days luncr, loaded topsidec with Navy
cquipment, we pullcd in next to Diamand Hoad and took on the
LVT's of the 77th div. ter that day the 01d Port (as she
wos affeetionatoly mispronounced by somc of thc membors of
the crew) joined her taskunit and put out to the war zone on
the othor sido of the Pacific,

En routc to the Marshall TIsland she was intiotod into task-
unit station kecpine, zig zmoagging, course changes and other .
necessitics that go hand in hand with o large convoy, On.

9 Fob, 1945 the taskunit pulled into iniwcotok Atell in the
Marshall Islands just ono year late for the first wave, and
took on somc more provisions. On the 10th of fob. tho Cap-
tein znd Lt, Krauss of tho Army, took a libcrty porty ashore

with them for a eouple of beers. The beauty and intcrost of
the Marshalls was, howicver, confined to looking at the cornl
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under the water and we were not disappointed in the least when
the next day we put to sea again and proceeded to make a show
shortly thereafter, by finding trouble with one of the main
engines. The rollowing day, 15 Leb., Lol 78 took us in tow and
our two ships procesded independently toward Guam with one
escort, Saturday, oh the 17th we arrived in Fort Apra Harbor,
Guam to effect repairs on the engine. While we were there
another party went ashore. Keating took a walk into the jun-
gle and found remains of the battle 9 months old, Several of
the orew say the main beachheads of the invasion with U.S. amph,
tanks des troyed in the shsllow water. The shorewas lined
with caves still holding Jap guns and a nearby town was scarred
with shell holes. Slowly we were arriving to the conclusion
that therewas a war on, and w were at the same time, arriving
right in the middle of it. Two days latcr on the 19th we put
to sea a gain and made our way towards Ulithi in hopes of
catching up with tae rest of the taskunit. On the 20th we
passed Ulithl on the Tly,  pisked up & new escort, and changed
clurse tc enter Palsu. TFeb. &2 ¢ entered Koreol Pauagi,
Palau, and dropped the hoox long enough to make contact with
the commander of the taskunit, Aftcr a Tew hours, aflter
having repaired her cngincs and traveled some five hundred
mileg out of the way, thce Fort procecded out of the anchorage
in her place in the convoy; the chase had ended,

On Bunday Feb. £5th she esntercd San Pedro Bay off Leyte Gulf
in the Philippines vhere the Army personnel was put ashore at
Dulog Beach, TIrom then until the fifth of March when the
staff of LST 47 came aboard with Commander Drexler in charge,
the 946 spent her time making preparations for the oncoming
invasion. March 6th we rcturned to Dulog Beach to take on
Amphibious tractors of the 77th divisions and the infantry

of the 77th division, we werc to carry to the operation. On
13 bMarch a taskunit formed and got underway to go out on the
dry run, Early on 14 larch tho moecl invasion commended and
in epite of choppy water the LVI's were launced., 3everal
capsized, one amph tank caught the sterm anchor eable on our
ship and went down., #. T, Starr, 8 1/e, USNR of Hillsboro,
Il1l, dove ovaer tho side Lo rescue a goldler from the siricken
tank and was later award the Scoldicrs lMetal for doing so, by
the United States Army., On 16 lkarch the taskunit left Hinunhagan
Bay and returned to San Fedro=--a little woerse for wear, but
by 19 bkigreh 1945 we sct out for the invasion of Ecrama Hetto.

The trip to the invasion and the thought of what could be wait-
ing for us at the othsr end of tiie line, brought about eco-
operation that was never before matched, We had been informed
that our run, which took us into the invasion six days before
the main beach heads of Okinawa were made, was to be a difficult
assignment, where enemy action would make 1t dangerous. e

made the seven day trip to the area with a feeling that is hard
to explain, but On liarch 26, 1945 as our four LST's left the
main groups and prnc@eﬂad to ”qmami Tima the only enemy act-

ey H’“ﬁ-—.ﬂ*uf M -*“’
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tion we saw was one Jap plane flying
over the mountains., In a matter of
seaconds the destroyer screen around
us was laying out a barrage of AA
fire which the plane maruaged to keep
just & short distance behind him by
turning tail and making a hasty exit
from the scene.

The noise from that AA fire and from the battleships and cruisers
shelling the islends were the only sounds in the morning twi-
light as we came into position near Zamami. As daylight broke
and objects became visgible, U.S. Navy planes began circulating
through the sky dive~bombing the Jap held positicns, and after
thr the troops were launched from the L3T's and the small boats
and LVIfs brought thom to the beach, the explosions of rockets,
mortors, machine guns, and later tne crack of rifles, sound-

ed acrcss the 2000 yvards of water between the 946 and the beach.
For the rest of the day we stood at our gun stations and watch-
ed and listened to others fight the war. A few remarks were
made to ths effect that Boy Scouts had a rugged life, but 1
believed we werc more relieved than disappointed with the ab-
gence of enemy action.

Both of our small boats were to carry Wave Guide Officers linto
_the beach with the first waves of troops. Just after lower-
ing boats however, ;1 broke down and the officer in that boat
wasg transfered to the other. Taylor coxswained the beoat to
the beach, ”Trigger“ Joe Bianchi acquired his nickname that
morning when the Japs opened Fire on the waves as they came
in. It seems that Triggsr let go scme 500 rocunds and even
though his hat never got off his face long enough for him to
see what he was shooting at, his enlightening reconstruction:
of the battle leads us to believe that immediately after open=-
ing fire he cleared every cave in ranre. It was too bad he did
not know how to reload when the belt ran out otherwise there
ould have been no reason to invade the island at all. Picket
and Bitnerwere in the toat at the time and will vouch for
Trigger's story.

lLater that day the other boat was repaired and Brack, Silver-
thorne, Hughes and Bourden took a load of gasoline to the

shore to refule the amph tanks. Theri arrival was not grest-
ed with enemy small arms fires but a beach in the Pacificitwo
hours after the first wave goes in, is anything but comforting.
Both boat crews deserve a lot of credit for making the trips.

The next few days were spent in Kerama Rstto and the nights
out at sea maway from suicide planss, boats, and swirmers.

Sta, 21 liarch we pulled in closs to the beach to taike aboard
the infantry and LVT's, The next 3 days viere spent in Korama
REetto standing by as reserves for the bsach heads being made
on Okinawa. On 3 April the 946 set aut to gea an until 14 Apre




10,

S0 maneuvered about 100 miles aoutheast of Okinawa and = tood

by as floating reserve, falrly well out of danger, yet close
enough to be near at hand 1f nceded, ILater ghe avhored off
Hugashi Beach to make preparations for the landing on Le Shima. -

Up to the time we returned to Okinawa, we had seen but a fow
Japanese planes, all of which had been shot down b the escort.
veggels around usy but from our first night off Hugashi Beach
until we finally vacated the areas, we were to live in a
perpetual stats of interruptions caused by the famous Kamikaze
pilots. Our iniation came the first night when "Flash Red"
gounded over the harbor c¢ireuit,., Ve had had plenty of exper-
lence in arriving at owr G. Q. stations in short order, so
it was a mattor of approximately one minute before all guns
were ready and all stations armed. It was a matter of hours,
however, before wo had finally had our first shot at a Jap,
watched distant and ncarby AA fire light up tho sky like mid-
day, and heard "Flash White" announced which allowed us to
return to our sacks. That routine continued eveory night and
every day for every ship and AA station in the arca. Smoke
screens were genorally used to cover thoe ships thereby meking
it impogsible for a plant to spot onc particular targot. Ve
remained at G.Q. even while the smoke scroons wore out, fearw
ing to shoot and lead a sulecide plane to us and feasring to
leaves the lines in casc and increcasc in the wind rcmoved tho
screen, There was no way out of it.

16 April 1945 we procecded the 30 off milcs to the second
invasion, The resistance was more stiff, scveral Jap planes
were downed, Jap small arms firo hit the main.deck, and mortor
shells exploed within a fow hundred fect of the ship, but the
landings wont off well and none of the crowwere injurcd, Both
small boats with the same crew went in on this landing with
the firgt wave, but Triggor did not got a shot in, The land-
ine was heing administorcd o thiek coatling of lecad by the Jap
shore troops but cvidontially tho boys could no locote tham

to return it. Durilng thls sccond assault-we had a fair view
of the land opcrations that were goling on, and after things
quieted down that afternoon we could watch the 77th inf., af-
bance along the island, Vhon ovening came wo would reflire to
Okinawa along Hugashi Boach or ¢lsc to Nago "on, a smell boy

a little closer to Io Shima. One evening o midget submarine
passcd within a hundred yards of the shop ond diseppeared with-
out attaching anyonc,.,  Everynight thers wna a completo gun
erew in 40=1 and 40=-6, and 30 cal nmochine gun was mnnod un-
der 40~6, two .50 cal mochine guns werce moanred amidship on
oither sids, o thompson  submarine gun wos carricd by 2 man
in 40-]1 and 40-6 tho ceonntalker and the signalmon were armed
with carbines, the gongway wateh patrolled the ship with .30
cal riflc, tho OD corricd a 45 -~ all thils to ward off tho
suicide swimmecrs and boats that hed becn reported aos operat-
ing in the a rea, although to the best of our kmowledge we nevaer
hit cither. Every box or plcoeo of rcfu“c that ocame in range,
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however, was cither blown to pieces or s cared to death as
every gun that could reach 1t opened fire., One morning

when Brack'!s cr ¢ w was oins into the beach at Ie they towe

ed in a raft that an LSk had captured the night hefore,
There were several dead Japs tied up to it, all armed with
several grenades apiece, Thelr intention had been anything
but hospitable but the small arms watch had interrupted their
activities. From that evening our watches triffled with nothw-

ing.

our stay in the Okinawa Area lasted for 40 days; 40 days of
' Ge Q., smoke screens,tronsfering ormy and marine personnel,
and machine gun watches; made for 4C busy daye and sleepless
nights. Yhen we finally left for Ulithi on May 7, we were
morz than glad to get away.

On the 13 May we arrived in Ulthi and remained thers for =2
weeks taking on suppliss enjoying a few liberties parties,
and painting the ship. Vhen we laft on the 2nd of June our \

gtay had beegn a succass in iwo
ways. The ships looked hetter
for the point and the men felt
better from sleep, meil, and
bagketball games that took
place on the empiy tsnk deck.
Pop Picket and G. E- Smith
organlzed and coached our teamn,
¥ircher, JL Johr3 on, Rogers,
@ Joluson, Teshk, Arpoid, Cum-
mings, Wallace, Cricikipan,- Blance=
hard, Wade, Proctor, iZpez, cnd
¥haley maode up the team and

reserves that handled the hot- ~
test ball in Ulithl: snd later
on in Leyte, Manilo, ond "ioiko=- \\

yoma harbors. Thelr winning

streak was broken once when the._ . (] i
carrier Block Islcnd beat them W W
by 5 points, and on occasion by one ot two other ships. Gen=-
erally speaking, however, thec team manoged every opponent that
came up agoinst them ineluding 2 victeries over the battleshlp
Texas, and the St. George, and several destroyers, various
larger ships, and all LS8T7s. The boys kept up o good record
for the ship until discharge started breaking them up some
four months later.

The next stop was at Manus Island in the Admiralitices, on &
June where we picked up a load of cement and beer to carry to
New Guinea, Our luck held out and we were oble to to pleck up
motion picture projector which helped tremendously in passing
the evenings, especinlly for Ingarsoll who operated it,

B




We put to sea-on 14 June and arrived
in Hollandria, Mew Guinea on the 1léth.
A few men made a 4 day visgit to the
rest camp and all of us loid eyes on
the first white women we had seen for
gix months; thereby clearifying any
misconceptions we may have had con-
cerning a race we ware begimning to
congider was extinet, The 946 load- .
ed a hospital unit and left ecn 21 Jube.

The next stop was back in Leyte where e beached anilet fo
the hospital unit. Ve laid at anchor in San Pedro ZBay from

27 June until 24 July, chaiking up no defeats and several
victories Tor the basketball team, taking on more supplies

and finelly loading an aviation augmentation unit for trans-
portation to Okinawa. The change that had taken- place in the
last three months was astornishing. Hoads, camps, navigation=-
al alds, and alr strips hed been installed or inproved and
from the latter we could watch the honbers take off for their
raids on Japna, and at the same time we wotched more Hamikaze
Bombers come to see us. e hud seen themn befures but they still
made the hair on the baek of our necks stand up and put eir-
cular feelings in our stomachs os thev ¢ircled high cut of AA
range and finally nosed over to plunge through the rad balls
of 40 and 20 MM shells to explode on or close to some nearby
unfortunate. 0On the 8th of August we leit Okiuawa cnce more
and procesded beck ot the Fhil-
ipnines with a group of army
medicnl persconuelil,. On 13 Aug,
we stepped ot Monila. The next’
soy we pulied out and proceeded
dovm the const to San Jose, Min-
doro where we dischorged the
Amuy. Can Jose will be remember-
ed by 13 for wvarious reasons,
cnly one of which is printable.
It was 153C, August 15, 1945
while we wers on the beach un-
loading troops that official
word came over the radio that
the wor was over and all hos-
tilities would cease, It came
Jjust asbout soon snough to abate
our anxious reflections on what we would got during the on com-
ing invasion of Japan and it brought hopes that soon we could
be on our way homc to spend our time with thz ones vie loved.

We were thankful that we wore sure now of returhing.

On the 16th we left !Mindor and on the 1%th we arrived in Subic-
Bay Luzon. '@ left for Leyta on thao lgth, arrived on the 23rd,
left on the 28th, arrived in Monila again on the 3l1st. Slewly
but surely we were gotting to be rather famaliar with the

Philippines.
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On the 10th of Sept. vith the expldlte written on our orders
we took aboard some military gcvernment troops and part of the
28th Replacement Batt., and set out for the occupatlion of Japan.
About the 15th of Sept, we passed Okinawa and proceeded in the
East China Sea., On the 17th of Sept. 1945 a 70 knot typhoon
sneaked up our starboard side, curved around, and finally start
ed smacking the bow. We once rnore gave thanks to Hingham's
women's welders, we blessed YEnight's liodern Seamanship™, and
lighted a candle for Bowdich, as the port engine aond a hard
rudder kept us heading fairly well into the storm, The ecaptain
brought all ten vears of his sano duty to the fore and did an
admiralbe Jjob of ship handling as he remained in the wheelhous
for some 20 hours, His woro during the storm was an admirable
example of seamanship.

Two days later, after the bulkheads hoad resumed a more or leas
perpendicular position ond footprints had been washed off the
lockers, we invoded Jopan. Just before entering Nagascki Har=-
bor we rang Generanl Quarters, so with helmets and life Jjackets
eight 40 MM guns and twelve 20 mm guns, we capbured the third
greatest se a power in the world. The harbor, filled with
destrovers, crulssrs, cnd othar United States ships ineluding
several LST's, must hove been sincerely plensed to see us come
in with such & display of power. The Deficrnce had landed and
the situation was well in hand.

. .
It soon became apparsnt that the Fleet E@’/ ? =
Post Office was as confused cs e were Fled 120 TP
concerning our location for during our . ok O i)
¥4

one month's stoy at "ockayama we received -
a grand total of no letters. Our four FU
weeks visit , however, gnve us all a

full opportunity to explore the Lidden ™
recesses of VWokanoura which was o smell i
town on the water's edge. During the _.“J

first dew days ashore, we oarried T 4ﬁq b
clgarettes, candy, and soap to mnke
"Change for changee' with the Juaps
who had woved house and home out to
the front stoop with obvious inten=-
tion s of trading. Later, however, the ranking officer of the
harbor forbid such bortering in order to keep a black market
from getting o foot hold ond we were forced to purchased sou-
viners with wven,

Of course the order telling us that no cigarettes would be

garried shoreward merely startéd a gome of wits betwesn the
inquisitive shore patrol and the men.. A scotch tape bound
the priceless packages to various unsearchable rarts of the
body ‘an d hats and larss coats concealed nore packages It

et W

is with deep humiliation that we are forced to edmit that

=
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there is no such thing as an "unsearchable®” part of the body
when the Shore Patrol is concerned and hats and large coats
were simply invitations to a mors thorough patting of the hands
by the unthoughtful and misunderstancing personnel attached

to the customs divisions at the small boat landing, The game
finally boiled down to an application and slight of hand,
Whyers wag one of our unfortunates who wasn't gquite so slight
enough. The biggest thrill of going ashore came when one of

us could walk past the guards without our contraband being dis-
covered,

During our month at Wakayama we pul on a more or less "burlesgus
show® for each other when the plan of the day read, "INSPECTION
OF AL FERE3ONNEL IN DRESS BLUES." Bianchl and a few others
ap-eared in skin tight uniforms, shoes were polished for the
first time within a year, the lucky bag was ramsacked for neck-
erchiefs, and the officers donned wnfaded coats that gave the
effects of a two tone, misfitted zuit suit. Commands such as
"Dresg right' and "Parade rest® struck a fawiliar chord in most
of ug and were carried out in accordian like fashion,.

On 27 Oct. 1945 we finally left Japan and headed for Manila
with a NOB aboard.Our arrival in thie Fhilippines on 3 Bov,
brought about an end to our nine wecks mall void as 42 sacks
came aboard, Four days later we left llanila and on 8 lNov,

we arrived in Subic bay where the C, B.'s unloaded their
equipment, On the following day we proceeded to Lingayen
Gulf where we pioked up more troope to be carrled to “aka-
yama. "Te left Linguyen CGulf where we piclted up more troops
%0 be carried to Viakayama. e left Linguyen Guld on the llth
and arrived in Japan on the 18th. Our stay ti::is time was nat
so prolonged and five days later we set sall for Salipan.

On the 13th of Dec, we left torrid Saipan and sta rted cur
trip to Palau where we piecked up 850 Jap soldiers for trans-
portation to Yokahama. The long and odorous voyage wlth the
tank deck loaded with incenced Nippona, was one of the long-
est we ever had. The six day run had brought us to the
Marrianas on 29 Nove. ‘e lived in a state of expectancy thru-
out our gtay as hope grew aud vanilshed, schuttlebutt flourished
and more high point mon were dlscharged, and finnlly with
strangers composing about half the crew we recclved the final
order--our ship was to remein in the rFacific and not return
to the States.

The perpetual rain and wind finally let up cnd a little sun
came out Lo help spread as nach cheer as possible for Christ-
mas. Onece again the cooks put out an .
execellant meal and our new chofs, Crouse
Odette, and Callahan did an admirable job
on the turkeys ete, Yn 27  Dec,. we pulled
into Urga, just outside Tokyo Boy, and let
the fregrant ones ashore, The last scent
of a June Rose is most poetic, but as the
ocgan broeges cleonred across the main dack

<= PR LR
“QEW
them, we used anything but Longfecllow to cx-

and carried the remains of the ¥caorgo™ with
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press the seeming freedom of our ssnsitive nasal passages,
Qur trip was not so raspulsive as pictured - the Japanese
were very well managed and our relations with tham were not
strained in the least,

The next day wo edged our 327.5 feet of loosc joints into
Yakahoma Harbor and rssided there for a weck while ushering

in 1946. Prospects for the New Year seemed rathar good, Al=-
ready over balf the crow hod besen sent Stateside for o dige
charge, sovoral LST's were being decommissicned, the Shottin!
War was over, end the 946 gas quickly becoming onec of the

¥long continuous duty" ships of the Paecific, At the break

of a freah year wo hod hopes of closing the Maval chapter

of our biographies and starting in on the unfinished busincas
of civilian lifc, but as the tide ebbed and '46 slipped in on
ug, our alebration was carried out truc to Naval Traditions and
Mr. Francis' Scott Key's "Rockot Rad Glore® i
as the entire harbor lisghted up with explod=
ing pyrotechinics. MNext ycar it would be
Aulde Lang Synel

Before we left the harbor the office:rs and -
men were ashore long cnouch to vlsit Yokaheoma,
Yokasouko, and Tokyo. We bohold Mr, Fujiyama, — -1
the Palace Ground, and soveral bu*lulngs and

places of interest tha* we could loter nod over while reading
Ngtional Geographie. On 5 Jan, 1946 wc pulled out of Urasge Ko
and nosed our ways towards the Marianans., The six dey trip was
uneventful after a 16 foot split in thc main dock was repaired;
the ocean and sky had hhrdly changot sincc we last notice them,

Qur arrival in Guom on 11 Jan was hail ond farcwell for holf
of the officers. Hr. Helishen and lor. Pushs nade off for the
States while Mr, Shafroth made off as C.0, of LSM 320; MMr,
Bussabarger, erstwhile Silent 3am, put ba g, begpage, and
transfer papers aboard LST 970 and set out for Chine as an
executive officer; lMr. Dabb, replacing ilr. ilclizshen as repre=-
sentative of Floruhiem 8 Dl”h tmare- Arkansas- cams-aboard as
executive officer; and we, the weary plovmen of 50,000 miles
of tha romﬂntic Pacific's furrows, and troﬂ out our obedient
i path northward,

Cocks! Ve pray that we may never see
Another gook in front of we
A gook who's awful manners boast
Haluecinations of Emily Post,
A pook who smells like figh all day
Between his toes is green decay,
Upon his back a baby rests
His hair resembles a Robin's nest
Vie pray that we may never sese
Another GOOK on this LST - also the sea,

But we 4id] After leaving Fuam on 23 Jan we picked up 600
of them at Rota and Pagan, two smaller island in the Marianas,
and procesded to taxi them to thelr homeland in Okinawa.
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That's where we are todays, The Okinewanswere put ashore the
lst of February when we arrived and we have just finished a
week on tho beach loaoding equipment of the second Marine Ajr
Wing. Now we're walting with bated breath to find out how
many of us will be untouched by Guam's Patent Screening Pro-
cegs and finelly reach the shores of Amsrica.

It took the Sainta Marie three months to travel 3,000 miles-=
but we have a gyro-e~ought to make it in two!




U.S.8. 13T 946
Fleet Post O0ffice
New York Clty, WY

19 June 19456

From: The Officers and Men of L3T 946 -
To: The Chamber of Commerce, Defiance, Ohio

Subject: Final Report of LST 946 - Alias the
U«S. 5S4 Fort Defiance,

1. Enclosed is a conglomeration of misspelled
words, poor grammar, end a Borry excuse for Gregg's Typing
Lessons, but we consider it as the Hiatory of our ship. It
is being forwarded to you so that you might get a better idea
of what, where, and when your sponsored ship did and d4id not
accomplish during our natilons second attempt to end all wars,

2. e would also like to take this opportunity
to thank you for all the courtesies you extended during the
period our ship was in commission. Inowing tlnt someone, other
tiian the Navy, was toking an intereat ia us, was one of the
biggest morale buillders we had.

e In the way of making an interesting story we
might add that for 20 months and 7 days Defiance, Ohio repre-
gented part of the llavy that covered some 60,000 miles of the
Pacific Ocean. Approximately 200 men and 15 offlears of the
Navy lived aboard her at on e time or other, 350 infantry men,
50 Arph Tank nen, 17 LVT's and 75 tonas of amaunltlion were
carried to the Okinowan Invasion. Over 2.000 other Army
personnel were transprrted by the Fort Defiancc. ©She rode
out one typhoon underway, 5 more in port, Dropped her
anchor 1,000 times and picked it up 999 times. Was hated.
and loved, damnéd and praised, beautiful and ugly, built and
torn apart by the same ¢ rew. DEFIANCE, spelled across the
front of our connin g tower, should have introduced your
fair city to representatives of all the states in the-union
as well a2 some 20 foreign ports. '‘‘e commissioned her, sailed
her, and decommissioned her - we feel that our job is com-

rlete,

4, Once more, thank you for doing such a @raisewurthy
job as sponsor,

Ds0, Cederquist
Walfare Officer

COPY



