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'._,By ALBERT D. BARKER
A sunny,‘calm day in Vmeyaxd
Sound.

The low cliffs of Na.shawena sl
and a mile or more to the northeast.|

Two or three miles to t_he_ narth-
west, Cuttyhunk island, a. humpy
hill, straggling off into low beach.

And south across the sound, Gay
Head, the tip of Martha's Vineyard,

Eoleredliker a xain-washed stick of
Qgﬁsﬁmas icandy; guarded on its|
ouﬁxern a.pproach by hazy, selitary
‘No Man's Land, guarded to the east
by the hills of Chllmark and Tis~
. Dudy "

- In the foregronnd are twa Shlps—

»one deep and heavy, its grim gray|

su erstructure a mass of mysterious
- gear, the other a cheerful whlte, yel-
low-tﬂmmed—mtent on unusual bus-
ess‘just aside fifom the busy-navi-
gahon course through the sound.
They are the U. S. mine .sweeper
alcon and the U. S. revenue cutter
Ossipee, war vetérans both of them.

-2 The Ossipee, you note, wears" two

chevrons on her funnel; the Falcon,
drab paint that renders her almost

invisible from. tha ‘Vmeyard shore. g

TDiver: Drawn Gver
Sideof- Falcon .

Over the high sidé'n! the' %’ﬂco‘n',
~ from the suc.k of 'tha tide, here . run-
ST tul! 100, feet. deep, is drawn . a
huml'cn.vﬂgure which appears not wun-
of the sea—a diver

Sy tho dlver ‘\as ‘hauled mn. wells
gushes a.s t):rough there were. a

gﬂy “fito the 'wa.ter_ where'.a’ Hte‘boa.rt
tha.t ‘hasg, put out.- from the Cutyh!.mk

5: team thter, John Dw‘ig‘ht,
my'ster!ous ruxn-smugg!er ‘has
reared. ‘:"‘/

Tﬁ'r MINES pID IT

. Six, or seven ‘fa.tﬁbms dmvn th.e gov-

11{ the Jnow. 1_wo amidshlps a.nd ‘one in
the.é'énglna -Toom—and wired them té~
Tamped with the whole. . weight
ot Fineyard Souyd ~waters, this charge,
_ when....exploded, rended the 'weooden
“"Dwight to water—logged spllntets, broke

T ma

d a.!e whlph packed” her

there Js ‘the @ssurance of thres deep-

aea-divars that the other didm't exist,|

at least in any strong box, closet or
lockex: of the wreck.

-Itwas th:'ee months ego that the John
Dwig‘ht. once. herself in government ser-
wice,: Mater used to salvage codl from
Longf Island sound wrecks, and still
Inter In’ megal ‘ferry service between
points beyond the three-mile nmlt and
the termlna.!s of certain equzlly Negal
motor rtruuk' " lines—thres months ago
that“&He went down quickly, inexplica-
‘b‘y. lea.vlns 4n her wake elght corpses
which could be counted on to tell noth-
inig amd five survivors who have been
"bit as- reticenit as the dead, but
‘Harder to find. :

MORE.1 NVE‘STIGATION

. —In-the-investigations whick have fol-
lowed &he slnking, early joined offlcials
o:.anes Br!stol Barnstable. and Mid-
“dlesex countles. Then stepped In Com-
missioner of Pu‘blic Sa.fety Foote, Atty.-

'Bentom Asst.—Aw-Gen. ‘Warner.

: state potice.and state prosecators,

- afiér sending down a diver td'inspect
the wreck, apparently made an end.
vaw enters T. . Atty. Robert O. Harris
on behal: of the federal government with

e'nt vessels, ‘whose operation

_pmtty penny, ‘and mms more

bwn;—m- Herself.

erx‘ﬁiture—o: public funds, over
aluggmh old steam lighter and

a dnm_py,

hn: c_raw—dead though they be—botk of]

whom: had apparently placed- themsslves
outilda the law and normal consiiera-
t!tona,ot sympathy by the trade In wb.!ch
they engaged? Why all the fuss?.
’ First, because (despite an early
MMy that the victims of ths .
Dw!sht met death by - drowning) it
Jé&is not unlikely that some or all
of”the elght. men who met death °
v?ere murdered. '
"Secund. because’ the John leght.
thotizh big. moug‘h to carry a $100,-

BU T N oT FORGOT

Theory That Ezght of Crew Dled from Foul Play--—Reeent lnvestzgatwn lnto Vasi quuor Smugglmg Plof
| Strengthens‘ Belief That nghter Was Scuttled After Victims, Perhaps Already Dead, Were Placed in Ocean

énly.a small unit of the equipment

used by e bold .and business-like
- ring of ‘booze” merchants whose

turnover in “importing,” distribut-

. ing and =sslling had xnounted into

m!luona

" DWIGHT ONE OF FLEET

". The Dwight, it has been confidently
declaved, was but qne of three lighters
used by the rum ring. with headquarters
in New York™and Roston (or Cam-
bridge) to bring ashore liquor brought
from Cédnada or the West Indler by a
vessel so large ‘a3 to become known as
the Queen of the Yootleg feot. Tha rum
ring 8lso has had at its disposal ather
smaller but epeedy craft, motor trucks
and grest touning cars which could be
coounted on to Tun away from the aver-
age constabulary aut¢ as & grayhound
dould distance-a’ pood!u.

Al ‘this sounds lke made-to- order
‘“‘vellow™ rea.d!ng to the averaga stay-
at-home, law-abliding -eitizen. ‘But ask
the ‘fishermen “of Menemsha. Creek, In
the lee of Gay Haad or ask any of the
other level-headed, practical men wha
take nets out of a score of other ports,
big angq lttle.. They know what is
going on; nqth!ng gots by them Par-
ticularly they know. that o furtive
 scurryings and'sometimes brazen ap-
pearances of craft not on ordinary busi-
ness in and azbout the sound areé marks
of 8 systematic trade In contraband.
So g}ea.t is this trade and so frequent
are mishaps that no fisherman in the
sound ever goes by & blt of floatage.

IHa always rounds up on it, and, it it
R Iqo_ks 'hea.vy. hauls it aboard.
‘Itimes 1t's Scotch.

Somae-

.- But the John Dwight sinking was no
ordinary “mishap. Among the victims
wag' 2 brother of 2 big New York poli-
tician who is now under federal Indiet-
mént with seven’ others for alleged com-
pilclty in a vast rum-running enter-
pﬂse.

which l'ederal officials and state offi-
eials- of New York, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island are vigorously probing.
MAY GET NEW HOLD

-If .these. officlals learn what really
happened on board the Dwight and who
was ‘respons!b]e. they unquestionably
will have new light'on the operations of
the rum ring—&nd ‘have a hold on
certain men, ‘which will ‘mean a more
serious bout with the courts than any-

prescribe. .

What they have-learned, particularly
what new Information resulted from the
diving investigations just before the
Fourth, is not being divulged

has made no secret of the fact that he
headed the Falcon expedition Into the
sound as§ representativy of higher fed-
eral officials, to~ whom his reports are
Subnitted. There - -his’ been, howeves,
in ‘no Buarded stat nent or by inf

in mora -recent developments -of the
probe, B_ny evidence that the govern-
ment has abandoned 2 theory that there

|was" viclence: in ihe encl of the John |

Dwight. - .

Bat theories arc as tb.tck as; rntn:uows
in. Menemsha. pond.. "What are the plain

 facts upon. wluch any- inqu.Lry into the
A:rohn Dwight sinking- and fatalities must

be based, ‘the bed-rock facts from which
can ‘be - built up nﬁny an absorbing
£ surmise? They a.re J2s

3 hinery ahd madelfollow
ut of fhe bottles filled |

= BED- ROCK FACTS . -
Tuesday. ~April 3, or early the next
morning, the lighter John Dwight sailed
from Newpert, R. L, for a degtination
unknown to its crew.:

Its na.vlga;t!ng captaln was J’otm F.
King of Brooklyn, N. Y., its “manag!ng
captain™ ‘Mslcolm John Carmichael  of
J ersey City, N..J. .

There were known to be elght others
aboard—perhaps there were 13.

Teaving his home at 124 Jefferson ave-
nue, Brooklym, N. Y., Capt. King told
his wife and datughter that he was going
to Newport to .bring a ship back to
‘Brooklyn. He has niot been home since.

On the afternoon of Thursday, April
S—When King had said he would be
‘home. in Brooklyn—Capt. Walter Love-
ridge, plloting the mail boat from New
Bedford to Cuttyhunk, spoke the John
Dwight anchored .one mile north of
Quick’s Hole in Buzzards Bay. The
Dwight had - every appearance of belng
“hung up.”

He went alongside, a_ud yelled: "A.re
you in trouble? Can I help youz™

-THEY HURRY BELOW

_There had been: several men on the
deck, g.ppa.remly sunning themselves. As
the mail hoat approached, they went
bg!qw hurriedly. : .

At -his hall, 2 man poked his head
through a hatch and answered: ‘We are
haviog a Iime'engine trouble, but will be
a]l right 1o a. few minutes. Thank you.'”"

' Capt. I.overldge tbok the “Thank you,”
as a dimissal, and went on.

.. His suspicion liad been aroused, how-
ever, ‘and he remarked when he reached
New Bedford that hebeHeved the Dwight
Was &‘rum runner. .

Thatnight—Thursday, April 5—a heavy
- | fog shut in. Though the weather was
thick, end there wis a swell running in
Vineyard sound, there was little wind
and almost no -“chop.” Bar.rlng the fog,
conditions wera not mena.clng to naviga-
tion.

The next mornlnz—mmzy April Bv—-
Ds.niel Vincent, over atMenemsha creek,
10 mfles across the sound from Cutty-
hunk and Nashawena islands, heerd a
gruff whistle, which he lnterpreted as 2
distress signal.

' NOBODY ON DECK

At the same hour the pllot of the Mer-
chant & Minersiiner Dorchestér, Boston-
boumd fn- sound, saw a vessel with
davits swinging empty, ropes looss and
nobody on deck. As the.vessel was ap-
parantly deserted. he dXd not stay, but

mlrhpo:ud her,

Thus: the leght is tied directly
“{ifito The bootlegging scheme of ‘things

thing written into the Volstead act can_

T. S.. :
Atty. Harrls has been very reticent, but

. Penikesel -

Life Seviag
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L \NHERE JOHN DWIGHT’ SANK.
DWIGHT WAS SIGHTED APR. 3.
BODIES WERE FOUND. :

*
Q

o
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.Almost at the.-same tlme he sald, ‘a
boat with five men i it—three of them
rowing, two with ‘heads just showing—
making from the location of the Dwight
(about a mile from -the som:hern shore
of Nashawena and some . eight miles
irom Gay Head) to what he described zs
“the high Iand of Cuttyhunk”—refernng
apparently to the hill that rises in the
céntre of the island.  He assumed that
this was the 'entire crew of the rum’
runner, maling to safety.

At 7:20 o'clock—or shortly - affer the
Dorchester had passed. through the
‘sound—Fellx Plouffe, lookout at the
Cuttyhunk coast guard statton, reported
a ship sinking a mile or two out, and
called r_he rest of the guard crew.

At 7:30 o’clock the Gay Head coast
guard lookout -zlso -saw Her sinklng,
going down fa.st by the stern.

-NO SIGNS OF BODIES
‘Both crews started for the spot. The
Gay Head crew, however, had engine
trouble with their motor lifeboat, and.,
with six or seven miles further to go,

reached the spot quite a while after the
Cuttyhunk life savers. Neither crew.
however, saw any signs of life or of
bodies.

‘What both crews did see, however.
was an assortment of wreckage, an ice
box and other miscellaneous ship's fur-
niture, and. barrels of bottled ale—
labelled “"Frontenac Imported StockAle.™
The Dwight had gone straight to the
bottom in 100 feet of water. .

‘Fishermen from - Woods Hole, - New
Bedford, and Marthz's Vineyard ports
soon swarmed around the spot, and, i1
is rumored but not proved, picked up
considerable bottled ale.- Nobody, how-
ever, saw any sign of a- bady - or of a
ship's‘boat.

Incidentally, the Gay Head coast guard
lifeboat returned to the beach nporth of
the Head with 11 barrels of -ale,. 10 of
which the guard captain ruthlessly or-
dered thrown. off the cliffs after one had
‘been stolen. - The. cliffs ' are high, so
that the ale quickly mingled with the
vari-colored clay as the barrels and bot-
tles smashed..

FIND SEVEN DEAD.MEN

On the mext day-—Saturday, June T-—
fishing craft on the north 'shore of Mar-
tha's Vineyard, between *‘The Brick-
yards” and Cedar Tree Neck, fully IV
miles froon where the Dwight sunk found
seven bodies. -

The. bodies ‘were all Tecovered w{ﬂ::n
@ space of a mile. FEach one had a Iife-
preserver strapped about his waist.

Another body—the eighth—wag found
in a dinghy boat, sprawizd face down,
with head under the aft seat and one
leg over, the other leg under the row-
Ing seat, a most unnatural position.

There was no life pregerver on this|-

body, but a preserver had been tied to
a rowlock .seat. To the socket'on the

| other side fo tha 10-foot boat was tied

a plece of rope. The victim a.pparently
had attemptel to improvise two row-
locks and to use a couple of slats as
Nars.

The eizhth man was later {dentified
ng Harry F. King, son of Capt. King.

" Sin bodies were viewed at Ifenemsha.
Creek~—3 small fishing hamiet in the
bight of bdenemsha, in the lee of Gay

Head—and two .at Gay: Hegd coast
guard staticn, by .a. medical examiner.
Fdward P. Worth of :Edgartown. Theay
They then were taken to the mor:ua at
Vmeya.rd ‘Haven.

It was nn:'xm ln.y xo t.hlt le:ht's

[
l

boa,b—ls feet long and of steel— was re-
porfed picked up on Nzshawena island
and brought into JMenemsha. It was
somewhat battered and withéut oars or
rowlocks.

- Sunday, after the news of .the finding
of the bodies had - been broadcast
through newspapers. there were many b
telephone =alls between Martha's Vine-
yard island and the mainland. Two
strangers came to- the Vineyard and’
viewed the bodifes. They are belleved
te have been survivors attempting to
tearn who were dead.

Monday, from the mainland came
“Martin.”R. Cronan,” with two other
men,.and identified one of the badles as
that of his brother, *“James A. Cronan.”
and crdéred it shipped to 282 Massa-
chusetts avenue, Cambridge. The body
was turned over to Thomas F. Keough,
an undertaker in Cambridge, with in-
structions for buriak

Next *‘Martin R. Cronan,’” under his
presumably right name, Martin Craven,
went to an official and confessed the
body had been wrongly tdentifled.

He said this had been done to keep
the news from an agad mother and to
protect another brother, Thomas Cra-
ven, who he decribed as 'a ‘‘wealthy
New TYorlk politiclan.” HHe asked for a
new death certificate for *“James A.
Craven of Rutherford, N./J.,” whose
widow, he sald, wanted to give the
body “a Christian burial.”

REFUSES CERTIFICATE

The examlner refused another certifi-
cate, and Teft disposal of this phace of
the matter to Dist.-Atty. Hall of Taun-
ton.

Inquiry, however. soon disclosed that
‘here was ‘‘a wealthy New York poll-
tician™ of the name of Thomas Craven,
who had been arraigned and held in
bail' fn New TYork with seven others
March 20 on charges of having been
engaged in a gigantic conspiracy to
smuggle millions of dollars® worth of
rum across the Canadian border. (Cra-
ven and his alleged associates wwere
Indicted last month by 2 federal grand
jury in New York.)

The same inquiry also disclosed that
the dead brother not only had lived in
Rutherford, but owned a $20,000 house
there.’ ’

Meanwhile, mysterious telephone mes-
sages continued on the Vineyard and
between that island and the maln-
land. One went ag follows:

“Newspaper men are down here as
thick as bees in a hiva.

“We've got to get them out of here
and stop this publicity.

“Get the bodies away, even if yomr
have to identify them falsely.”

INTERESTING SEQUEL

This injunction, phoned from the isi-
and to *“somebody higher up™ on the
matnland, had an interesting sequel.

All seven of the bodies that remained
on"the island were identified and.re~
moved within 48 hours.

That they are 2ll in the right graves
very -few who have followed the inner
developments of the case fully believe.

Two 'weeks after ihe Dwight sank the
state- pol)cc came into the case. The
rall was somewhat cold, but there was
much to be looked inio, even wnougn the
‘medical examiner had given.it ag his
opinion that the victims met death by
drowning.

The state police dug up a number of
loose ends and then chartered the
schooner Herman L. Rogers, Capt.
‘George Fred Tilton, and put in four dxysy

s
3

” went mneither into the hold nor the en-

<L hull;

less.

David J. Curney, diver, formerly of
South Boston, entered . the Dwight's
cabin and pilot house, 100 feet under
water, and reported them gutted. prac-,
tically cleaned out. There were barrels
of ale in the hold, he reported, but he

“gine roomni.- - .

Early In May the state police appar-
ently gave up the inquiry. There was,
however, a conference wlth T. S. Atty.
Raobert O. Harris.

The Interést of fedeml offlcisis—
something more thkan the Interest
aroused by the average rum-running
episode in the Massachusetts district—
was evinced when Harris obtained the
use of the mine sweeper Falcon, and,
personally In charge of her operatfons.
began Monday, June 25, to locate and
turther inspect the wreck of the Dwight
where she lay far down off dMashawena.

After dragging two days, the Falcon
found the hulk.

Thursday and Friday two dlvers
throughly inspected the wreck, and,
when their reports to United States At-
torney Harris, aboard the Falcon, were
completed, that official sent for the
coast guard cutter Ossipee.

CHARGE IS EXPLODED

The Ossipee put fown mines, with
the ‘Falcon standing off nearby, and at
1:33 In the afternoon, a week ago yes-
terday, the heavy charge was exploded.

As has been said, what the two navy
divers (one of them, Clarence Glllian of
Worcester, remained in and around the
wreck 100 feet down for more than
four hours and a half without emerg-
Ing) discovered, gropinz about and peer-
ing at slimyobjects never visible at more
than six feet and often not visible at
four inches, has not been divulged and
may mnever be officially.

But if the subsequent trend of quiet
Investigation is any criterion, it may
safe y be asserted that the federal div-
ing expedition oncse for all disposed of
some of the *“explanations™ which have
been so freely advanced regarding the
cause o fthe Dwight's sinking.

One such "explanation’ was that the
Dwight had been in collision in the fog.
This was discounted by the fact that
no other vessel was reported being in
collision and other other vessel has been
spoked that showed signs of such an
impact as would have been necessary
to ‘sink the Dwight. It has now been
definitely fixed—say those mysterious
currents which carry news about the
sound—that the Dwigh?, when she sank,
wa$ intact. in évery part of her upper
there was no slightest sign of
collision,”

ANOTHER EXPLANATION

Another *“exp anation” was that the
Dwight’s beilzy expiaded, or there was
arn explosion of another nature, which
both sent the craft to the bottom and
efther scalded or suffccated the elght
victims.

This theory suffers the same fate as
the  first. The divers, it is believed,
found no evidence of explosion. .

Then there’s the “hi-jacking” the-
ory, lovely in its lurid appeal 1o read-
ers. of the Nick Carter school—twin
brother to the yarn that the faces cf |.
the victims were. altered to prevent
recognition. A rival rum-runner, or a
venturesome crew of high-seas bane
dits; ‘in. another vessel, boarded the
Dwight, chased the crew overboard,

kfook -a' latge sum of money. scutusd

diving and dragging, aided by the Rest-

Thelr lack of confidende In ‘thiz ex-
plapatien has resulted stories,
apparently well authenticatsd, that the
bodies Dore brufses and other’ marks
which, thouzh not extensiva on the
surface, may have md.teaxedpﬁolem.
and that, particularly in the. ¢ase of -
yoeung King, found in the-smadl boat,
there wus much blood. Régarding em-
other victm. it is confideatly: state@
tirere wos a skuil fracture. . « po

All rhis, i thers were any" way-.of
<hecking up at this late day., weuld in-
dicate u light among tzase 2board the
Drwight
smaller satellite cradt.
weuld this de true if it weres ‘provable
at this time that there were wigns, &8

buried in shore sarw.t
tered the water at =z

..a!’ara_ :_Kgy .

SATELLITE CRAFT _: -
Sar craft—that's’ " anothsre

2llite

Tha

angle, about which much b.&é‘ﬁ’e‘a}x mada
on the w

harves and in Eha'ﬁbﬁi!'mea'l
sound. -
estadbiished thaﬁ a 38~
. kft Newport swdth <he
Dwight. The launch was not a!ghtzd
in the sound, not reportedfrom any
Quarter at the time the Dﬂg&t wan
“langing round the bay.” “put on °n toe
day foilowing the sinidng a craft of
sivzhiar description showed op a2t ths
whart on lone
three men ab
Caretaker Larssn, and h‘ired k-2 m
boat to take two of the mean 10 Vine-
yard Haven, whence they went-to Ed-
gartown—az thay explained—to et &
repair part for the motor of the. lennek.
This launch,
mysterious end of the Dwight, could
be made to ¢xplain much that {4 now

l.zum.h

hazy. It could have supplied the -ag-
pbarent additions to the crew of tha
larger craft. It could have supplie®

transportation  for . the bodlias and
“planted”™ them wherever destred.

Moreover, it could have pickéd updnd -
taken o safety those who mw‘en a.wa.y
ifrom the John Dwight.

RUMORED SEEN IN CUBA

It couild have landed in New& Bedfaord
or at some other mainland poimtiCapes.
King and €armlichael, who ‘thext, could
casily, befors the hue and cry larose.
have made their way out of thé "COUBITY
(they have been rumored seen and rec-
ognized in Cuba).
- King and Carmichzel, with &h.ber one
ov.tiiree other men (and there's mothimg
to show that two of the memsls'htedllt
tire lifeboar by the Dorchestex weren't
dead), were. presumably, the men seem .
making their way toward . Gntfyhondk:
when the Dwight was shkﬁ&.
then there has been no neﬁntee t:ace of
them. When the Hfeboat was found an .
4 neighboring island it congakzed onlw
the two name boards from the pilot
house of the D'\'.gnt—iunhe:*sgxdmm
that the Dwight sas scuttied with the
hope it would become another ﬁﬁiﬂm
to the list of “missing" skips. T

Those who escaped. then. elthef spe
some time on Cuttyhunk 4~ Sala
Penikese before making a findl éscape
for the sound and the waters :about it -
Wwere scoured in the nmext few hdurs by

ROBERT O.

OF THE DWIGHT MYSTERY.
TO GO DOWN TO THE DWIGHT.

ABOVE, LEFT—CREW AND OFFICERS OF THE UNITED STATES MINE
SWEEPER FALCOMN LINING THE RAIL, U.
MIDST, AFTER THE DWIGHT WAS BLOWN UP.
HARRIS, CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION AS UNITED STATES
‘ATTORNEY. BELOW, LEFT—MAP OF LOWER VINEYARD SOUND, SCENE
CENTRE—DIVER CURNEY MAKING READY
RIGHT—THE JOHN DWIGHT AT DOCK,
AS SHE APPEARED IN HER RESPECTABLE DAYS

ATTY. HARRIS IN THEIR
RIGHT—FORMER JUDGE

s.

her, and departed merrily—so it went.
But, as has been said. the Dwight
wasn't rammed. theére has been no
trace of marauding vessel afloat, and
repeated dragzings of the sound have
shown no wreck-—either innocent or
marauding—near the Dwight, to ac-
count for the anly alternative—that the
attacker went to the bottom, too. It
might be added that this theory may
have- thritled some persons, but it mere-
Iy brings a smile to the tanned face
of the Sound fisherman.

As to the immediate cause of the
sinking, therefore, it seems safe to
say that only two theories are still
tenable—the Dwight sprung a leak or
the Dwight was scuttled.

SETTLED INTO SAND

It is no secret that the Dwight, In
her three months In Davy Jones's lock-
er, had settled into the sand, leaving
her only about six feet of ‘freeboard.’”
It is also no secret that her hold was
so crammed with w2t goods that a
diver could not inspect the inside of
her skin.

Therefore, {f the sand hid splintered
vlanking, down near the keel, or the
sea cocks were opened, this could be
definitely learned only by ralsing the
hulk—which, it~ now appears, would
have been an all-summer job. The
fact that, despite the size of the In-
vestigation now going on In several
states, the government officials did ‘not
consider this tesk worth while. appar-
are pretty well satisfied as to the
probable cause of sinking.

Alore than one experienced fisher-
man, it might be said right here, is
of the opinion that the Dwight struck
.a rock in Quick’s Hole or sume other
passage of the Sound or Buzzrds bay,
and that, when she sark, tie eight
victims were spewed out in a welter
of timbers, hatches and movables, caus-
ing fatal injuries or injuries which
hastened their death by exposure, It
is mot considered probable, however,
that the government is proceeding on
that theory. The most serious obstacle
to be overcome [n sustaining it is thet
the bodies were not amid the floating
wreckage soon after thes vessel went
dovn, ‘despite the fact that so severe
is the stress on 2 vessel at the sink-
ing “point -that t&a ei=» pnd water
pressure generally bursts open all the
Latches and forces out all objects not
fastened, whether llving or inert.

“ENGINES CRIPPLED?

More than' one amateur Jinvestiga-
tor”. .has pointed out, too, that the
Dwight, unless her engines 'were crip-
pled, had every opportunity to run
Fashore, and probably would have done
so, if saving life were the first cbject,
kdespite the rum-runner’s natural aver-
sion to having his cargo forced to the
béach. But {f the Dwight's engines
were crippled, they were c-r!;apled a
second time, for she must have got up
steam .in order to move from compara-
tively sale anchorage the afternoon be-

x

ently leads to 2 supposition that they,

fore In Buzzards Bay through Quick's
Hole, unless, bereft of anchors and
seamanship, she were merely drifting.
Yet there is stronger evidence still
Though water may have been making
in the, Dwight for some time, the actual
sinking was over in a very few minutes.
If she were merely leaking, the rate of
entry of the water unaccountably -
creased about T o'clock the morning of
June 6. And while ghe waz sinking she
was apparently stationary and consid-

erable dfstance, in very deep water,
from the mearest rocks.
These facts, with others ret to ue

considered, apparently leave the federai
itvestigators little choice but to believe
that the Dwight was sent to the botlom
by some of her own mean or offfcers—

that the sea cocks werz opened. rhat
strong pumps down near her keel. In-
stead of forcing water out of her. were

reversed and drew i
overwhelmingly.

BODIES CLOSE TCGETHER

The one fact, in the whele series of
unusual happenings, which proves a
stumbling block tv any ordinary ex-
planation, is—to reiterate—that no
bodies were fourd in the immediate
vicinity of the Dwight soon after she
sunk, even though each bady nad z lire
preserver around it. and that, when
found, the bodies were not only a leng
distance ffom the Dwight, but so close
together that they muset have entered
the tideway at approximately the same
time and place.

To any one familiar with the sea. it
seems useless to argue that a change of
tide released the bodfes, which may
have been caught inside the hulk., sume
time after she went down. It is almost
impossible to explain how Jhey--could
have been released zll at the same time
by natural submarine forces.

TWhen It is consldered also that, ac-
cording to a number who viewed the
bocies, there was no water in the Iungs
of hall the vietims and little in the rest
—it is a sufe aszu:aption that the men
were not carried under water to drowmn.

Fursuing this reasoning further, they
were either forced overboard before the
Dwight sunk and died of injuries ot
expasure, or

They were murdered or died from
accldental” causes, and twere later
thrown into the sound with life pre-
servers strapped to them to ghe theam
v;het appearance of having died in the
water.

in, rapidly and

CASE GETS HAZY

But right here is where the case be-
comes hazy. The medlcal examiner,
maXing his ‘routine examination with-
cut any hint thut the case was other
than a mere drowning, quite naturally
gave drowning as the cause of seven
of the deaths and e¢xposure as the cause
of the other. and@ accordlng to some re-
ports, did not pracead to a thorough
autopsy.’ At the time of examinatlon
this was the only reasonable deduction,
yet later Investigators—becoming fully
suspicious only after the bodles had all
been clalmed and Interred--are said to

fishermen on the lookout for a.nyf.hln, or
unusual nature: or iwere mrnediateky
taken away by t“lr‘ auxilary.. -

Though wide areas of the: Efﬁz&beth
islands are uninhablted., making ideal
other illicit traffic tnder cow
ness, it is, in day-time witk gand.
other craft nosing around -wfi+ Eoe--:
eyed pilots, quite anotierstory. “Therém
hardly a hucl\Iﬁuem bush for-a man to "
hide under.’” as one ﬁshermza remazkat!_

INEVITABLE QUEST[ON

“-In view of the Uvely f.nt.e_rest. tham
women and children of the Elizabéth
and Vinerard islands always show v
any craft or strangers, and the fagt that
none was reported during the restiof the-
day, April 6. It does not seem
that the launch, in the slowly-lfting
fog, picked up the survivors and Ja.mie&
them, returning later by JifK—if this
had not alreadr been dnn&—tu"de{ms[t’
the bodies in the sound.

But why the bodies? is an meﬂtalﬁe
question

on the theory that the leam; *as no
ordinary well-behaved craft, with rigld
diseipline. Theyr are not Im.mxndful that -
some of the Dwight’s crew - m;{ have
sampled the strong ale that*was h’e}:
stoc,c in trade, or even strouger:
alned from the “mother sh!'p,"".l‘h.e'e
are all sorts of “mutiny™ possibﬂ.mesan.
this basis.
But there are other pussfblut!es as
welt R
“Cronan,” as alleged reprmn:zr.iv&
of his brotner. is sail to bave had with
him between $80.000 and $106,600—
whether this was zctuaBy- or not
probably will never be knowm. 1: su. it
must be admitted it is =z
would appeal to those who We:e an
cogs in a big rum-running mﬂ:h.lne.'
BIG “SPLtT> NEC:SSARY
“Cronan” might weil have - beqn put
out of the way. but there would be dif-
fleuit explanations to make baEb. ‘to the
rest of the Dwight crew > Xperhaps
“gang” wouid be better) aznd to the .
“‘higher-ups” on shore. There ~wuu‘d
also have to be a big “splie*- H
Given a crew wkhichh could be tknmed
stupid with Hquor right out" of the
cargo and the ordirnarily difficult feat
of doing away with eight men is much
simplified. It is not consicdered mpos-
sible that the men :in this..candition,’
perhaps with the additien of a judiclods
t2p on the head. iwere thrown into the
water or temporarily burfed  #Ashorse,.
and the craft soon after scuttled and
abandcned. Weather "ondltmnsﬂ'ot suchk
a weird venture were fdeal.
. T any event, it left the conspirators—
if conspirators they werd—in a. pla,nsible
position. *‘Tke Dwight sank, and mast
of the men drowned.” JMeanwhfle, Gff
they go with the rum-runner’s sinews

«

of war.
Here. too, however, is.a. . puzling
point. If Capt. King was One of the

[ presumed conspirators, how“did if hap-
pen that his son, pleKed up dead in the
small boat, was not a surv!vot‘ also?
It could be explained, for he wgs the
only vidtim in a boat, but net em:n}
except on the basis of panh:-or a {ree~
for-all fizht. R
PLOTS FOR FICTION WRFFERS

Yet perhaps it is useless to theorize
on the mysterious end of the John
Dwight. The clrcumstance, —-if. they
provide nothing eclse,.. probghly wwill
provide scores’ of plots for fiction
writers, : H

But already theY Lave brought: ‘about
a vigorously renawed searcp of, mdﬂa
places on sea and land for"evidence
against ‘the “ring of rich and powerful
bootléggers.” Already they have oc-
casioned a raid of ona auaxedfh"ooﬂax
hezdquarters in Inmap sqQuare, Cam-
bridge, and =eriously curtalled thes ac-
tivities of those
transported. not only in Cambridge but
in New York and other clities, -
What will it bring about next? '

‘The " possibilities are ' intinite;
only with the imwediate John
“Incident,” but with the whols rough.
laxrless, money-grasping welter of hoot-
leggery of which the lezht wis 8

part.
The Dwisht is gone, but we've lr.t

nat

have serlously questioned this decislon.

heard the last of her.

has been asserted. that the bodies la.y

if it hadapa.:tbrt@o'

who have.sold ard ~

: Sirce

The investigaiors ara sald, étgbe -c!"%— .

or aboard rhe Dwight rand a
laridy

spots for caching liquor and-carrying am_ . |




