Stretching from Cape Kennedy 1o Antigua,
2 $25 million underwater communication sys-
tem is under the watchful eyes of Pan Am's
18-man submarine cable ship crew.

The GMRD seafarers, together with cable
zse!f_m en?n and technicians often ply

ocean for weeks al a time Te-
palﬂx_ﬁ and mnl_i‘lln:n the % !
1,600 mi[os ol able throu, mf which pulse vital
missile tra communica-
tion a.rterr isa target of
and storm driven seas.

When the sea inflicts damage, g
transmission, operations are criuwnunﬂm

Be
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Summoned on an urgent call, the small,
158-foot vessel plowed through heavy seas
tushing men and equipment to the scene.
Emergency repairs were underlaken immedi-
ately upon arrival,

“Work was ormed lmdur extreme]
adverse sea mﬁf;ﬂm haﬂ.ﬂlﬂé

pervisor

H:{ne:umncc Unit. The damaged cable was
d three days
after the vessel reached the trouble area.

But the cable maintensnce is not the only
{ravail facing Pan Am's men of the sea in the
course of their varied duties. For recovery
of camera c-mueudlumnnod * the Saturn
I rocket last year, ship and its crew re-
ceived a commendation from NASA in recog-
nition of a job well done.

Other missions have Inﬂri Iluwi HI
camera recovery operations fo
Titan and Atlas launches. In aﬂﬂln!fm. the
ship itself has served as a phu’urrn for photo-
graphic coverage of missile flights.

During the ?:an of a year, the cable ship
is responsible for three inspection trips last-
ing periods of between four or five weeks,
The mri nment is reg:rded as “routine main.
lcnmc:. bul often develops into more than
routine
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diwmemd the eable near Leng Island in the
was so badly correded that it was
hanging by a thread. It required
n&xm' about a mile of cable. Two months
a two-mile section near Eleuthera had

to undergo “‘major wnery
of sub-

Besides preventive mai
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also work on t.t:er Iuciljalnﬁn mhthetu%
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miles apart along the cable
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Turk. en completed, ly in 1866,
Pan Am would the job of servicing the

Cape to Grand Turk. Re equlgment.
providing a boost to relay are housed
above the water on nine isands strung out
along the cable route.

The newer cable system Improved
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Humorously dubbed the “l'lutel" as its
radio cail nnme, the cable ship actually has
no official name, except the numbered desig-
nation C-Sﬂ-lﬂls .& convmed freight service

the vessel was built threugh funds raised

For
it steamed the waters of the Gnn
thel he!plng in the war effort.

The ship’s master, Capt..l B. Fitzpatrick,
has skippered the “1816" for seven years and
isan qzert in nﬂigaling lh: maze of islands,
cays and treacherous reef: ‘Nf the cable

route through the Bnhamn Caicos Is-
lands.  “T guess we have weathered many a
storm,” he

Chief Mate H H. McNak recalls a partie-

mllu mﬂhuﬂo{san Salvador after we re-
those seven camera tes, We
m 20-foot waves and I thought they
turn the chip over for sure.”
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