WREAT

AVAL VICTORY,

“Fighting Bob" Evans Graphically Describes
the Annihilation of Cervera’s
Proud Fleet.

The battleshlp lTowa was the fAreat
ship to see the Spaniswh flest coming
oul of the harbor on the morning of
July &, somebody on  the
shouted:
coming out of the harbor?*" A mo-
mant inter the lown wis at general
quarters and the signal was holsied
that the enemy’ ships were coming anl
A pun was fAregd Lo aitract the atten-
tign of the flget at 933 &, m. “Fight-
ing Bob" Evans, the commander aof the
Town, was «itting In W4 cabin, talking
to his don, & cadét on the Massiehn-
wotts, who, Tueklly, hod bedn left hae-
hind It A plolet liunch when the Muos-
suchimotis went to Guintanimo to coal
AL dbwn,

Capts. Evam® Story.

Clupt. Evans' account of the battle
a5 1l jn the oidbln of the lows to &
corresponident of the Arsoclated Pross,
In Intenssly Interdasting. He sald:

AL the time ‘Bendrl quarters’ waes
sotnded the kngine bell rang full ypeed
whead, and D put the helm 'to starboord
dnd the fowa crosaed the bows of the
Infantih Marla Tepedy, the frst shlp
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out, As the Spanish ndmiral awung to
the westwurd the 12-inch shells from
the forward turret of the Town seemed
to strike him fair o the how, and the
fight was a apectacle, As the squadron
came out in column, the ships beautl-
fully spaced an to distance and grad-
ually Inerensing thelr spedd to thirteen
knots, it was superb., The Towa from
this moment kept up a steady fire from
her heavy guns, heading all' the time
1o keop the Infantn Marin Teresan on
her stiirboard bow and hoping to ram
one of the leading &hipa In' the
moeuntime the Oregon, Indinna,
Brooklyn and Texas wers dolng excel-
Jent 'work with their hoavy guny Ina
vory short space of tima the enemy's
shipa wars nll elear of the harbor
mouth, and [t beeame evidently Impos-
sibie for the lowa io ram either the
firat or the second: ship on wcconnt of
tholr spesid.
Fightlng st 2,000 Vardes,

“The range at this time waz 2,000
yardn from the leading ship, The Iowah's
helm wonsd [mmedintely put hiared to the
starboard and the entire starbosrd
brondelde was poured Into the [afanta
Marie Teresp. The belmd wos then
quickly ahitted to port and the ship
went across the stern of the Teresa In
an affort to head off tha Oquendo. All
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the time ths ongines wars driving at
full apeed ahead. A perfact torrent of
ahells from the enemy passed over the
smokestncks and supersiruoture of the
#hip, but none struck her. Tha Cristo.
bal Colon, helng much faater than the
rest of the Spanish ahips, pasaed Tap-
1ty to the front in an effort to escape,
In pusslng the fowa the Colon placed
two G-dnch ghells falely on our alar-
board bow., One passed through the
cofferdinin nnd  dlspengary, wreeking
the Iatter und bursting on the berth
Aok, doing toniiderable damage.  The
ather puesed through the &lde at the
wilter Jine within the cofferdam, where
Itstlll temelug.

The Dusl with the Ogueondo,

AR L wan now obyiously Impossible
to ran any of tho Spanish shipsg on wo-
auunt of thelr superlor  spoel, the
Towa's helm was put to the starbonrd
nnd &he Tin on @ gourse parallel with
the snpmy. Helng then abreast of the
Almirants Oquendo, At o digtance of
1,100 varda, the lowa's entire battery,
Imelnding the rapld-fHre guns, was op-
efed on Odgiendd, The punishmoent
s terrifie. Many 12 gnd 8 inoh shells
Wwere seen to explofls Inside of her and
smole eame out through her batehes,
Twolve el aholls  from the Iowa
plerced the Altmlitinte Oguendo at the
sime moment, ane. forward and  the
other aft. The Oguenda weemed to
L Hern engines for s momaent poad fost
hoadway, but ahe immedintely reaumad
har speed and s drew nhanid) of
the lown and i the tenplile
fire of the Oregon and Texns,

Torpeds Mouts Sighted,

AL thls moment the alarm of ‘tors-
peda bonts! wos ‘sounded, wnd Lwo tor-
podo’ Bont destrovers were discoverad
in'tho starbonrd quorter ot o distance
af 4,000 yurds Flra 'was at once op-
enad on them with Lhe nfter battary
and a 12-ineh shell out the stern of ony
deatroyer squarely off. As the shell
struck n small torpado boat fired back
at the battleship, sending a shell with-
in A& few feet of my head. 1 sald to
RBxocutive Officer Rogers: “Thut Httle
chiap has got o lot of cheek.” Rogers
abouted back: “She shoots very wall,
all the same"

Daring of the Olouceater.

“Well up among the ndvanclng crula-
ars, spitting shote at one and then an-
other, was the little Gloucester, shoot-
ing first at o cruiser and then at o tor-
pado boat, and hittiog » hend wherever
ahe saw it. The marvel was that ahe
was not destroyed by the rain of ahollq.
In the menntime the Vizstayn wos slow-
Iy drowing abeam of the lown, and for
the spuce of fifteon minntes it was glve
antl take betwesn the two ships, The
Vizeaya fiveld rapldly but wildly, not
ong shot taking effect on the lTowa,
while the shelin from the Jowa wops
tearing greatl rents in the sldes of the
Vizeayn. As the latter passed ahond
of Lhe lown ahe came under the mur-
derous five 'of the Oregon, At thia
time the Infunth Marin Teress and the
Almirante’ Oquendo, lending the sps-
my's column, were seen to be heading
for the beach and In fames Th=
Texns, Oregon, and lowa pounded them

unmeroifullye They ceutid to reply 10
the fire and o a few moments  the
Spanish crulders wors & muns of famey
and on the rotkd with  thelr  eolors
down, the Teresn Aying o white Nag ut
thi fore
Ennmy's Crews Jump Overhoard.

*“'The crews of the enemy’'s, ships
dtripped themsolves and begun jumip-
ing overboard, and one of the smuller
muagazines bognn to explode.  Mean-
time the Brooklyn and the Cristobal
Calon ware sachanging complimenty
In lively faghion &t appurently ‘long
range, and the Oregon, with her loco-
motlve upesd, woa hanging well on the
Colon, also paying attention to tha Viz-
cayn. The Tersim and the Oquendo
wire In Aumes oo the beach just twen-
Ly minutes after the Nrat shot was fAred.
Mifty minutey aiter the frst shot waa
fired the Vigeayu put her helm to post
with n great burst of fiame from the
afterpart of the ihip, and headed slow-

muny budiss by the sharks [helds the
reefl, These oreatures bnd bovame exelt-
pd by the blood from the wounded mix-
Ing o the witer, My bopt's créw work-
nd manfully and guccesded In saving
miny of the wounded from the burn-
Ing ahip, One man, Who will be rec-
ommanded for promotlon, slimberad
up the side of tha Vizcaya nnd snved
thres men from birning to death. The
amaller magazines of the Vizcayn weres
oxploding with magnificent cloud nof-
fentn, The bonts wern coming along-
slde 1o a steady string and willing
hands wete belping the lacerated Span-
lsh ofMicers aod shllors onto the Towa's
quarter-deck. All tha Spaniards wern
abnolutely without clothes. Soms had
thelr lexs torn off by f(ragments of
shells. Others wars mutllited In av-
ery concelvable way.
Meod Doep In the Boats.

"“The bottoms of the boats held twn

or three Inches of blood. In many can-

I found the Gleacester, with Admirgl
Corvera and s nnmbsr of s officers
alionrd, aod alve & farge number of
wounded, some i oa [eighttally man-
gled condition,  Many privoniis sl
beent Killod on shore By the Urd of the
Cobans, The Harvard came off and I
requested Capt. Cotton to go' in and
take off the crows of the Infunta Maria
Teresa und the Almirante Oquendo and
by midnight the Harvard had 876 prin-
onars aboard, u great number of them
wounded, For courage and dash thers
is no pamiiel In history to the action
of the Bpanieh admiral. Ho came, an
he knew, to absolite destruction, He
he knew, 1o abaolite destruction. Thore
was one singls hope—that was thal the
Cristobal Colon would steam faster
than the Brookiyn. The spectacle of
two torpedo bost destroyers, paper
shelln at best, dellberntely steaming
out In brond daylght 1n the face of the
fire of n battleship can be deseribed o

. THE BATTLESHIP I0OWA.

1y, for. the rocls at Acceradores, where
sho found her lust resting place, As
it was apparent thiat the lowe could
not possibly citeh the Cristobal Calon,
and that the Oregon and Brooklyn un-
doubtedly would, and 4 the faut New
York wis mlso o her trafl, 1 decidad
that the ealls of humunity should he
answersd and attentlon glven to the
twelve or Aftean hundied Spanish oM.
vers and men who had struck thelr col-
ore to the Americin squadron com-
manded by Admlral Sampaon.

saving the Beaten Spanlards.

U therefore headod for the wreck
of the Visthyh, now burting furlounly
fore and aft, When [ ovag in ns far us
the depth of wuter would admit I Jow-
ered nll my boats #nd gent them al
once to the assistanee of the unfortun-
ate men, who wors belng drowned by
dozens or ronsted on the decks, 1 soon
dlgeovered that the lnsurgent’ Cubang
from the shore wepe stooting on mon
who were struggling in tha watar after
having sureendered to us. I fmme-
diately put a stop to thls, but I could
not put a stop to the mutilation of
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ea dead mon were lylng In the blood.
Five poor chaps died on the way to the
shlp, They wern afterwnrd hurled with
milithry honors from the Towa, Some
examples of herolsm, or more properly
devation to diselpling und duty, could
never be surpasied. One man on the
lost Vigcaya had hie Jeft arm almost
uhot off just hoelow the shoulder. The
fragments were hanging by a small
piece of skin. Buti he climbed unas-
sistod over the side and salnted as if
on & vialt of ceremony. Immediately
after him came n stroug-hearted sallor
whosa left leg had bheen ahot off above
the knee. He was holsted on bpard the
Iown with n tackle, but never o whim-
per came from him,  Gradually the
mangled bodlea and naked well men
aceumulated antil it would have beea
almoit difficult to recognize the Iowa
45 4 Unlted States battleshlp, Blood
was ull over ber usunlly whilte quarter-
decl, and 272 naked men were being
supplisd with water and food by those
who a few minutes befare had besn us-
ing o rapid-fire battery on them,

Hecalving Capl. Eolate.

“Finully came the boats with Capt.
BEulate, commandoer of the Viscaya, for
whom n chair was lowaered over the
slde, na ha was evidently wounded, The
captuin's guard of marines was drawn
up an the guarterdeck to salute him,
and 1 stood waiting to welcome him.
Asn the chelr wan placed on the deck the
marines presented arma.  Capt. Eulate
#lowly ralged himself In the chalr, sa-
Inted mo with grasve dignity, unbuckled
his ewordbelt and, holding the hilt of
the sword before him, kided it rever-
ently, with tears In his eyes, and then
surrendered It 1o me. Of course I de-
elined to recelve his sword, and ns the
crow of the Towa aaw this they chesred
ke wild man, As I started to tike
Cipt. Eulate luto the cabln to let tha
doctors exnmine his wounds the mign-
zines on board the Vizcnys explodad
with a tremoendous burst of flame. Capt.
Bulste, extending his hands, said:
‘Adlos, Vizeayn. Thore goes my beau-
Uiful ship, captain!’ And so wo passed
on to the oabin, whers the doctors
dressed hli thrae wounds, In the mean-
time thirty ofticers 'of the Vizeaya had
been ploked up, beilde 272 of har craw,
Our wardroom and steerhge officers
gave up thelr staterooms and furnlahed
food, clothing and tobutdo to those
naked officers from the Vizcayn. The
paymanter lasued unlforms to the nak-
ed snllors, and ench wis glven all the
corned beef, coffee and hardtack he
could ent, The wir hud sssumed an-
other papect,

¥ound Carvera on the Gloueestor

YAs | knew the crawas of the first two
ships wrecked hnd not been visited hy
any of our veasels, I rat down to them.

\8ide bnre-beaded,

one way—Iit was Spanish, and it was
ordered by Blunce, The same must be
sald of the entire movement. In con-
trast to this Bpanlsh fushion was the
cool, deliberate Yankes work. Tho
Amerlean sguadron was without gentl-
ment, apparently. The ships went at
thelr Spanish opponents and 1veraily
tore them to pleces. Hut the moment
the Bpanish fiag came down it must
bhave been evident that the sentimant
woas among the Amoricans, nol AmMong
the Spaninrds

Tiigh Praikn for Cervern.

“T took Admirat Cervern abonrd the
Town from the Gloucester, which had
rosoued him from the dead, and reeelv-
od him with a full admiral’s guard, The.
crew of the Iowa crowdod aft over the
turvets, half-naked and black with
powder, ag Cervern stepped over tho
Over his undershirt
he wore a thin suit of flannal, borraw-
ed from Licutenant-Commander Wain-
wright of the Gloucester, The craw
cheered voclferously. Cervern In every
ineh an admiral, even If he had not
any hat, He submitted to the fortunes
of war with a grace that proclalmed
him & thoroughbred”

Capt. Bvans is intensely proud of his
ship and her men. Tho Iows fired thir-
ty-one 12-inch, forty-aight B-inch, 270
4-Inch, 1,060, G-pound, and 120 1l-pound
shots.

Fearful Havoc on the Vizoays.

The oMcers of the Viscayn gald they
slmply could not hold thelr crews ut
the guns on socount of the rapiil fire
poured upon themi The decks were
flodded with water from the fire hose
and blood from the wounded mode this!
u dark red. Fragmonts of bodles flokt-
ed in this'nlong the gun deck. Bvery
Instant the crack of exploding shellal
told of new havoe, One of the 12-inch
nhella from the Towa exploded a tor-,
pedo In the Viseaya's bow, blowing
twonty-one men against the deck above
and dropping them dead and mangled,
Into the fire which at once started be-
low. The torpedo bout Hrisison wn!
sent by the flagship to the help of the:
lows In the rescue of the Vizcaya's
drow, Her men saw & terrible night.
The flames leaping out from the huge
whot loles (n the Vigcayn's aldes Hoked
up the decks, slzsling the flesh of the'
wounded who were Iylng there shirlek-
Ing for help, Between the frequent ax-/
ploglons thers cams awful erlvs  and
groans from the men pinned In below,
Thin carnage was chiefly due to the
rapidity of the American's fire, 'Tha!
Bpanlards say that no torpado bosts:

aver came out to attpek Admiral Samps .

san's fleet.  The Pluton and Taerror,
they say, kept guard every night loslde
the harbor




