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Preparihe A battleship to go into com-
mission means to iis commander and erew
what =pring cleaning does to housskeepers.

The work must ba done some time during
the resting period of each naval vessel, and
this is thp only time thal ahe coases to be
a mightly reproach to all housewives

This Is the time, ton, when, contrary to
the customary hoxpitality of officers, wisite
ars are looked upon with some distavor,

Those whoss home Is a great whita crulser
are too proud of her appearance to want
their friends and strangera to sea her at so
great a disadvantage ss when supplies are
being put aboard.

Few outside of naval cfreles have any {dea
of the work requirad, sometimes moras than
s week of it, to fit out & man-of-war for
pervies or a long crulse.

At the Brooklyn Navy Yard It is an ordl-
nary, If mot quite a dally, occurrence to
ses the prides of the navy under the fira of
truck and barge instead of shot and shall,

Bach one of our Z0-0dd ships must take
My turn at some cutfitting station, and nat-

urally the ene sacross East River does Its
proportionats share In this line.

The usual routine of ship life appears to
ths outsider to be turned topsy-turvy.

Decks above and below are apparently
given up to hopeless confusion, but In
reality there are the same admirable dis-
cipline and system even aboul the smallest
detall of putting on supplies that are so
perfect on gala occasions when under fire.

A short while ago the Xearsarge spent
sevarsl dsys at the navy yard dock scross
ths river preparing for & long Buropean
trin,

As she made fast to the dock shas ssemed
more than ever an ldeal shlp, but inside of
twenty-four hours after the work of taking
on stores her most Intimate friends would
not have recognized the double-turreted
beauty of the navy in this disheveled ship.

Her decks swarmed with burdened sail-
ors; her great white hull was flanked by
trucke and cars

A processlon of men filed up the
gang plank, each ona shouldering a box, a
cage or a hundie for future use on the other
side of the world
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The ship’s two forward guns, usually so
trim, and both pointing cutward at exactly
the =nme angle. were no longer parallel,

Ume dropped In a decidedly defected man-
nar. But thls was only during outfitting
operationa,

The crew hzad bLeen divided into squads,
and the first morning hod bLeen set to work
suon after 8§ o'clock,

As conr aftar car and truck
o Lhn

lare procecded to

after truck
dapositod their stores dock along-
side of the
carry the
the varmous rooms.

A hundred vardsa or ao beyond the dock |s
the supply statlon, and close by that the
clothins factory.

At oge of thess depots every articls of
elothing worn by Unlted States sailors s
manufacturced. while from the other nine-
tentha of all that he eats Is sent out.

No matter how far from home a ship may
be, her commander knows that all ha has
to do, when the stock of food and cluthes
runs low, I8 to send word to headouarters
regarding these conditlons, and re-enforce-
ments will ba forwarded to the neuarost sta-
tion at which bis ship will stop,

The naval clothing factory, which Is In
eharge of Pay Inspector Eustace B. Hogers,
is one ef the most interesting features of
| e nmvy yard )

The long, narrow, red brick building
stands clgse to the dock.

Its upper Moor Is devoled to the manu-
facture of wearing apparel, while tha lower
part offers. principally, storerooms for pro-
vislona. Ip one corner, or end, is con-
structed the huge coffes machine that
grinds practically ull the coffes drnumk by
the thousands of sallors In our service

Several men are kept constantly at work
here feeding the grinder and packing the
fragrant grains ‘o large tin cans, which are
carefully seajed and soldersd for the long
voyage in store for them.

Thare are boxes of becns and rice, cases
of all kinds of tinned goods, all the maces-
slties of life as well as & faw luxuries, suth
as chests of plug tobasoo, ranged in great
rows ready to be put on the ling of cars for
shipment.

Above thes supply department, where
blouses and trousars ars turned out by the
hundreds, a corps of men is employed day
after day cutting oul garmenty in blue
cloth and white English driil.

The men do the cutting, but the sewing
is mostly done by women, except In the
cass of overcoat-making, which, the officer
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supplios on bowrd and thence to

in churge says, is too heavy work for
Zsminine hands
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The aecks had lost thelr clean polish and
| instead were carpeted with army beans.

Beveral long tables are arranged down the
center of the factory bullding, and on these
Inyers of cloth are lald, as many as forty,
one upon the other.

Then with the sUff pattern tha outline is
chalked out and an electrle cutting ma-
chine is carefully run around the marks.

In a remarkably short time forty palrs
of trousers, forty overcoals or natty white
blouses nare cut as neatly ns with a die
and are ready to be given out to the seam-
Btronses,

When the completed garments ars
turned to tha factory they are axamined
and if parfect are passed on to the packing
department.

Twenty pairs of trousers, thirty blouses
or any number of garments that will make
a plie of & certain size are neatly folided
and lald ens on top of another.

They aras temporarily roped befors being
placed under a hydraulic press, which re-
dueces the size of the bundle to abount gne-
half.

While still under this pressure the plie of
garments s folded in & gguars of burlap
and tarpaulin, the edges are firmiy sewn
together and then made perfectly water-
proof.

When being fitted out for a long cruisa
thess stores are quite A important and
necsssary as ammunition and provisions,
though the process of loading may not be
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mo plxturesque and chardcteristic as taking
aboard businesslike shells,

Shells are brought to the navy yard from
the arsemal down thes hay on a lighter,
which ls towed to the side of the battle-
ship.

Though the deadly eargo may not appear
very large, it Is an extremely heavy ons
and requires considerable time o put
aboard,

In the ease of the Kearsarge eight or ten
sallors were detalled to work on the lighter,
while as many mors were stationed on the
after-deck of the battleship to recelve the
shells and pass them on the journey to thelr
resting place In times of peace, far below
decks,

The shells wers lald In rows two or
threa deep, and each destructive plecs of
steel was encircled at tip and base with &
single coll of rope, which was put on to
prevent rolling.

The first work consisted of chopping thess
bits of rope away, and then one at a time
the 13-inch projectiles wera rolled into a
strong rope net and swung, by means of a
derrick, to tha deck of the ship

A dozen polrs of hands were ralsed aloft
as the 11,000-pound shell shot into ths air,
polsed over the heads of the men, and then
swung over the side of the ship, where as
many more hands walted to gulde the
heavy misslle to a part of the deck pro-
tected from possible scars by a thick sheep-
gkin rug. Inch boards lald close together
on the polished deck floor also helped te
keep it from belng damaged.

As though taking a little rest before its

final plunge Into the depths of ths ship, ths
shell was permitted to remaln a short time
on the skin rug—then It was slowly raised,
point up, directly aver the circular deck
opening, about twice Its elrcumference, and
at n signal from the boatswaln It disap-
peared from sight.

Down below men were stationed on each
deck at the openings where the shells wers
passing to lend o hand In gulilng them on
an interrupted passage to the ship's arsenal,
Where thev wera carefully lald in their
Proper raci.

Smailer ghells are sent aboard four at a
time affer the same moanner as the larger
ones. but when they are lowered to thelr
own particular deck cach one Is laid on a
car or sort of carrlage that conveys It lo
its placo In the department set aside for
projectiles of this kind.

While this work Is going on on the after-
deck men forward are putting anchors and
chains in perfect condition: others are un-
loading trucks and storing away boxes and
crates under the watchful eye of a superior.

Guns are righted and every department
put in perfect order.

Then, when the last of the stores ars
tucked away, the decks are holystoned until
they have regained their pristine freshness
and brilliance, metal is polished and wood
scoured, clean unfforms are donned and,
with the same feeling that the conscien-

tious housewife has when her annusal period’

of getting to rights Is over, the gleaming
white ship sildes away from the dock and
puts to sea for whatever port fate may be
seuding hery
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HOW TO CHOOSE CHEESE.

Expert Outlines a Way to Tell the
Good From the Bad.
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Most housekeepers quall befors that part
of the family marketing which relstes to the
purchase of cheese, and wish the man of
the house, who is usually the clief con-
sumer as weil as the critie, woula slways
buy it.  Such may find the words of an au=
thority of value:

"“A cheese with an Indication of goodness
will have an even-colered, not mottled, rind,
The moment you press your finger-tips on
the rind you can begin to judge of the in~
terlor makeup of a cheese. If It yields
readily to the premwure of the fingers, and
the rind breaks or does not spring back
readily when the pressure is withdrawn,
you have got = soft article, caused by the
slack cooling of the eurd, & want of acld, or
both. At best, it will have an Insipld flavor
and will ‘go off' as it ages. Cheess which
feels 2o hard that you eannot press it on the
rind Is either sour, salted too heavily,

ked too much, skimmed or sufferiog .
f¥pm a touch of all these compiaints,

“A good cheess will be mellow to the

tovech,
tint,

et firm. Its rind will be of an evén
and {res from puffs, gnd the.

sample will reveal firm, close-grained,
lary cheese of & mutty Savery, .
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