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at fighting range, and this «insilemton
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"I think thet the cadst system iz giv-
ing ne gpreatest satisfaction boih to the
BATTENID G-
pamnes,'” 4 Oficer Lvon recenly.

“From my own experiznee I bellve
ihat this sys=iem of training up officers
for merchanl vessels whe most effi-
vnt that c¢an be . Two things

it the gsdets learn th Toltahly and
that are of the highest imporiance in
manlern steamship sailling are navigs-
won in all its scientific principles and
the rules of the road. A knowledge of
the lateer 45 mot the least Impomant
pirt of a2 commander's ogualificatlons,
and it can be learned nowhere elss @0
well a5 on shiphoard.”
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RIGHT MAN,
Cago T.r. bu.nﬂ ¥
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Anso

The anction roomn was CEOWORd, 800, bio
.0} s uf furniture, art and bric-a-Lrae
uhtsunily eholer, the Lidding had
sery spirited,  Duringe an ioteeval of
thi: gnlo w awan with o pade and dgitated
countennnee pustiod his say to the aue-
tioneer's side amd engaged bim in s whis-
pered convorsation.  Presently he stood
aside, und the avctioncer ealled sttention
with hig lictle baianer.

“Lagivs snd gentlemen,” he said ina
lowd varce, 1 have to inform you that a
geut]munn present bas lust his pockephook
c(mrmning £50. He offurs £6 for kls ra-
tury.

Instantly o small man In the back-
g_l}llgg::l sprang upon o chair and cried ox-
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WATERSPOUTS.

FIVE MOMSTER WHIRLING CONES
APPEAR IN A BUMNCH.

len by Prof. C. F. Holder in the Galf ul

of Marlco—Huge Columns of Weter and
Clouil Dance Across the Waves in Grace-
ml Figurea,

A brief and simple deseription of a
~ater spout would be that it was a
liminutive tornado at fea, caused by
‘he meeting of opposite currents in the
high atmosphere. This contact pro-
luces a circular motion which evoives
the dark or black clopd caused by
rapid condensation of molsture, and
gradually a whirllng, fuonel-shaped
sloud mags s foroied, large in torna-
dpes, small in watsr spouts, or duost
spouts, common on the Sahara and
sther deserts. The funnel-shaped ob-
iect gradually descends until the ocean
surface I8 influenced by it, the re-
iponsa belng seen in a pointed cone of
water rising to meet the descending,
Houd, In a few moments the meeting
8 consummated and the singular col-
amn of gigantic stature moves prace-
tully away,

It is rarely that water spouts are
ieen In the north. but in the Gulf of
Mexieo and the troples they are fam-
'liar cbjects, and while attractive at a
iistance, when met with at close quar-
‘ers they become appalllng phenomena.
on two ocecasions, 1 have had an op-
portunity to observe large water
jpouts at close range. The location
was Garden Haey, in the Guif of Mexico,
ibout eighty miles from Cuba, a spod
\n ths summer months more or less
‘amous for visilora of thelr kind. Long,
'ow-lylng clouds would be seen, reach-
ng down singular fingers of revoly-

GLUOUE OF WATERSPOUTS.

ng cloud, which ultimately sailed
wway before the breeze ftull-fedged we-
Br spouts.

On cne occasion, writes I ¥. Hold-
rr, T was returning iv a  small  asll
soat from a key on the sxtreme onter
sortlon of the growing atoll, When
within two miles of port we ran lato.
whal we supposed would be a squall,
in‘ enormous black elond; ‘but instea
3f producing wind as we had expected,
simultaneously four or fye loug at-.
tenuated black filngers suddenly be-
gan to drop from the clouds, compiste-
l¥ surrounding us. Two were in our
rear about half a mile away; twae
others an elghth of a mile distant in
fraot, and a4 fifth to the left. T im-
agired 1 could see the whirllng move-
ment as they descended. When half
wWay duwn &t cone, resembling the lowar
portion of a balloon, seemed to be de.
pendlog from the blnck cloud, which
appeared to relain & parfectly horizon-
tal position to the earth, Presently wa
saw the waler rising beneath them;
Arst leaping upward In a singular and
arrallc manner, felling back to rise
agaln as though Impelled reluctantly
upward from beneath by some my-
sterious force; them it assumed shape;
a large base, from which rase an at-
tenuated point, now rapldiy belng
whirled about by the revelving wina,
whith Hftad the enormous welght
highen and higher until the two met,
furming a pillar which sesmed a Sup- ¢
port for the dark copper-colored roof
which rolled overhead.

The yarious spouls appeared to form .
simulianecusly. Almost  before it
could be realized the boat was floating
on & glass-llke sen with these glzantie
columins on either hand. Escape would
have been almost Impossible If the wa-
ter spouts had moved in our diree-
tion, as the hoat was too heavy to row
with any rapidity, and there was 1o
wind for salllng. For some moments
theze colossal columns appeared to
stand uplifting the sky, outlined with
striking distinctness, then they began
to bend llke gigantle bows and teo
move. A faint breeze was felt which
rapldly grew stronger and scon all the
columns under 1ts Influence moved
slowly and gracefully away. One pass-
ed 0 near us that the roar was dla-
tinetly heard; but the danger was so
imminent that we rowed the heavy
sallboat as far from them as possible,
passlug between two and easily aveid-
ing them when the wind sprang up.
No more majestic slght can be imagin-
ed than these monsters of water and
clond bending before the wind In gl- Tl
gantic yet gracetul figures, and moving
on over the ocean, still apparently
besring aloft the dark-hued platform
of cloud.

‘The Baurning of Green Wood.

Every one who enjoys siiting by a
wood fire must have observed how the
wood sputters and hisses, and free
quently gives olf little jets of flames,
and again the picces crackle and fiy
off at a considereble distance. This
ig caused by the water In the wood
which, confined in the cells, bescomes
heated and generates gteam. It is a
zurlous fact that intense neat and in-
tense cold produce [ractures in various
substances. In the most extreme cold
weather it is not uncommon, espeelally
if the cold has come on suddealy, 1o
find troes that are split from the top te
the ground by the action of the frost
Freezing expunds the water In the cells
of the wood, and 3o suddenly s thig
done that the trees burst as would a
plicher or mug in which water was
confined.—The Ledger.




