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I battleship lUluolJas s
down to her race

through the ocean path that had been
marked out for her to prove that she

terrible of her class afloat

t She gave the Impression that the
u Beauty and splendor she will some day

t been that
silo was to exhibit only her

of flight and her deadly
strength So stripped was she that

Tcry muscle seemed laid bare and
was still begrimed with tho sweat

iof labor that had fitted her to run and

t win the race against a hundred rivals
an the navies of the world
i The Illlnol a dull dingy gray hulk
lay the brooding Islands and
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note
soon
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s the

ere on the bridge Admiral W T
Sampson who watches the first part

of the trlnl from a station nitric the
wheel and nil the other naval officers

present held their watches to catch

the exact time of the start nnd finish

of the first reach ns If the ship were-

a racehorse nearing the wire In a
sharply contested heat

The gunboat last saluted as the bat-

tleship crossed the sturtlngllne nnd

the great tighter snorted curtly
through her siren whistle In acknow-

ledgment
At this moment as the Illinois had

attained almost her utmost pitch of
speed she presented a remarkable
spectacle viewed from her own for-

ward
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the busy harbor tram of Boston on
the morning of June 12 awaiting the
supreme moment that should see her
transformed from a germ iu Iron and
teel Into a battleship She had lain

there for some time and Ivcr hour
her picked jsfftvvj pulls

had made her stronger
and fleeter They l d the grime

Tile test of the ship had been re
garded by as a dramatic climax
toward which everything was moving
Her builders had been preparing her
for this moment ever since her launch-
ing on October and the United

Navy which was to reject or
her on the result of the trial

tad selected a trained body of off-
icers to witness the race As If
mark the occasion as a sort of baptism

fire KearUdmlral Fighting Bob
Evans was placed at the head of this
Board
i On however not even her build

or her crew expected that she
would run the marvellous race she
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which of BearAd-
ralral Evans Captain 0 J Train
Captain J N ncmphlll Commander
Charles RivUtcr LieutenantCom
mander Charles H Vreeland Lleuten

T S Rodgers nnd
Constructor J J Woodward

had made a tour of Inspection of the
she left her
Roads and steamed slowly out

of the bay At first sho moved with
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extreme caution as If wary of the tor
tuous and her helm was In
the hands of a harbor pilot Then as
the opened before her
she dropped the pilot shook off her
swaddling bands as It were scorned
nit guiVAVag hands save those of her

Cape her life or death race
Inn uri i ft nrtfryfhfee knots

bad carefully measured tHo day
before and was marked by boats
and buoys laiionciVat lutorfns

more than six knots the total
distance to be gone over twice out
and In The path lay directly
the deep bight In the shorelino of
Massachusetts and Now Hampshire
and ended oft Cape Eorpolso beyond
Mount Agamentlcus on the Maine

The lust was the first

order the training ships Lancaster
and Essex the gunboats Newport and
Peoria and the naval tug Potomac

Long before the Illinois reached Cape
Ann she had worked tip to a high
speed and when she swept around
the first stakeboat and swung easily
Into the path she bad to she
was making more than seventeen
knots an hour So smoothly did she
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speed required by her contract six
teen knots an hour was evident to all
from the moment she rlgflted herself
from the turn and moved down the
line of stakcboats that disappeared-
in the direction of the Maine coast

The crew from Captain Hanlon and
helmsman and engineer down to the
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feet below and three and t half feet
above the load line of slitV ami ona

half nnd nine nnd Inches
thickness Tho turrets protected
by seventeen Inches of

She carries two thlrteeliW suns
each in her forward nol turrets
fourteen rnpldfire
a secondary battery of quIcK
firing sixpounders and aide
firing onepounders and two f Jit and
two field guns V

The speed of the Illinois In the trtnl
race ns given above 17 31 kmots an
hour Is the nctual time made against
tide and currents IKr corrected
speed calculated by the Board of In-

spection and Survey is
1745 knots This great speed places
her still further In the lead ot An 1

can battleships and Is her warrant to
rank preeminently ns the fleetest
ship of her class in the navies of the
worldCollIerg Weekly

TALLEST IN AMERICA

Texas titan Who Enjoys B Unique
Unction

Living on n big ranch of hts v
Titus County Texas lives n with
several claims to Ills
name Is II C Thurston and le stands
seven feet eight Inches In height in
his stocking feet Mr Thu ston Is a
nativeborn American and s ow nt the
age of seventyone years he s still en-

joying good health He w one of
the original fortyniners went
around the Horn and back across
Isthmus a the days
meir Siiiiethlng When J
bnjirom Mr Thurston

In the Confederate

In 1S05 Ills great height and
towering figure made him n favoritetarget for Federal marksmen it
Is estimated that thousands of shots
were fired directly at him during the
war But some good fortune seemed
to watch over him nnd he was

I I

1871 Mr Thurston removed to kritnl
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