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AN Athletic Countess, Who Is Prou *'--'of__
Her Strength, Defeated by Her

Byecial Corrmapondence of The Sunday Republia

Paris, Feb. 2 —An extraordinary wrestling
match, In which an American girl, now
Countesa Beckers von Westerstetten, was
& principal, was condocted here the other
day, and, as is fit, the Countess was van-
quished, her opponent being her intended
busband.

Countess Helen von Beckers is one of the
most popular women of the American col-
ony. Tall, well built, ruddy of face and
bright of eye, she impresses one as a girl
eminently forvl of outdoor exorcise, As a
swordswoman, equestrienne, bareback and
fancy rider, rower, swimmer and skater she
bas no equal in Parls or out, while her
foats on the bleycle bave kept our hews-
papers busy ever since she moved to this
clty after obtalning a divorce from her hus-
band, & Hungarian nobleman of note.

But what ghe really prides herself on s
her strength, her muscle, Her boudolr In
Place des BEtats-Unis is a well-appolnted
gymnasium with parallel bars, masts, ropes,
triangies and trapezs, ladder, a wooden
borse and fiying course. The Countess spent
thousands of francs on apparatus, all of
wrhich is constructed after the iatest pat-
tern of light but strong wood with silver
or nickel piating. If she comes home late
&t night, afler an evening at the opera, of
sight-seping or in the ballroom, she cllmbls
the must half » dozen times and amuses
bherself at the triangle and trapeze. Then
she talees a turn on the rope ladder and, i
she has beed sitting down s great deal,
exercises for ten minutes or longer on the
inclined plane to get her arms, legs and
foet buck into trim,

These gymnastics Increased ths Coun-
tess’s physical powers; her Inborn fund of
cournge. In French society she is looked
upon as the embodiment of independence,
alortness and presence of mind, and when,
some Uttle time ago, her engagement to
Mr. Nelson Bmyth, & new arrival in Paris
aod sn American, was announced, the
“colony” wondered how the young fellow
would fare with his athletic intended, As
Bmyth himself was uncommunicative on
the subject, they declded to find out for
themsalves.

With this end In view several men and
women ocommenced (teasing him at the
Americans’ favorite place of rendezvous,
the Cafe Angials. *“I would be afraid of
. & woman of muscle such as the Countess,™
. sald one. “No doubt, iIf ever a dispute
arises, Helen will floor you by one of her
famous right-handers,” exclaimed a New
Yorker,

A third reminded Smyth that a disciple
of the renowned Henrl, once champlon
wrestler of Frunce, had jostructed Countess
Beckers in the noble art of “catch as-can,”
while a fourth counseled him to dismantle
the gymnasium If he disired peace in .th
bousehold. :

Muintaining an amused sllence, Bmyth
#tood these taunts for gquite awhile, but
| finally, pushing his brandy and soda away,
| he suid; 4

ail-arotigd sport mysgit? |
“Prove ¥ cried phegirk in
and square-toed boots, e
“Nothing easler than that,” M
Smyth, "I am willlng to meet He ‘
ring any day: yourself shall ju
the ‘best man*"™ s
The announcement was greg
enthusiasm, and sll set outih
Etats-Unls to hear what COdg
ers had to say. Smyth having W Tl
her of hils sporting proclivities, she was
falrly beside herself with joy and more
than eager to put his abllity to the test.
A match was arranged for the following
day nt 10 gharp, the contestants and twen-
ty select friends of both sexes to assem-
ble in the gymnasium. Furthermors, it
was declded that the contest be conducted
according to Cumberiand and Westmore-
land rules, with which both are famillar.

The Contest.

As your correspondent happened to ar-
rive a litle ahead of the other Invited
guests, she had occcasion for a chat with
Countess von Beckers, who sald that she
had never attempted to master the so-called
sclence &f wrestling, or of any. other kind
of aibletics, practice hawing always been
a strong polnt with her,

satln knickerbockers of the same color.
Her arms wers bare and her short biond
balr becomingly curled. She had no jewelry
save & wild cat's head with blazing green
eyes, which held the yellow ribbons to-
gether, It-ie sald to be a tallsman, but ons
of the kind that doesn't always work.

Nelson Smyth wore an exact copy of the
Countess’s costume, save he wore no eloak
and that, his colors were red asd white,
Like his partper, be was good to

As the'pair stepped upon the
fpectators, ogcupring elevated
sldes of the ring, broks
miration. The Countess
been mnoted for her fine
unique costume revealed
that no ono had given the
credit for. Count Lantreo was
erce.

At the conglusion of the
the Countess mnd Mg
silk capes into the Fing, signifylng
challenge was sccepted under the
tions named,

The First' Bout—As the
hold of esth other it becamdy'
once that Smyth was a skilled wrestler
While the Countexs leaned so much te the
left as to endanger her success, her ad-
versary secured o most advantageous hoilf
of her shoulders. Aside from that “the
contestants” attitude was the customayy
one, Wi

The Countess started In without g Sec-
ond's delay., Making a couple of botks ocut
of her bands by “placing all the fingers
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mtﬁul-ﬂt of a wremler and

lean forward to
and was just in :
suming the offensive, around,

“clicked” his right leg with her left un
the Inside and tried hard to pull hiim back.
1f successful she would hawve fallen upon
bim with all the welght of her 165 pounds.

The Fourth Bout—But nothing daunged,
the agrressive young woman rencwed aer
tight hold on Smyth, jerking him a step
forward. Then, as he was steadving him-
self, she tried another, throwing ull her
welght Into ‘the effort.

The Fifth Bout—After that, suddenly
loosening her grip, shs threw both Lands on
Bmyth's aboulders, while Broyur sppemfed
to be evideolly unwilling to assert his
slrength except by shrewd resistance, It
was very fonny o0 see the spunky Illttle
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THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE GET NO MONEY
FOR THE LOVISIANA TERRITORY? J» Je

It Is & curlous fact, brought out recently by M. Leon Say, that there is no
trace whatever In the French archivesof the recelpt of the
the Ukited States for the purchase of Loulsians,
propriated It to his

Napoleon
own use, It has been surmised that he treated directly
through Marbols, rather than through his Minister, Talleyrand, because of his
fears of the Iatter's well-known rapacity.—“Adams's Neutrality in America*

0000000000.0000000.00M00.0.0....’.0.00.000.0000000

$15,000,000 pald by
probably ap-

The Countess appeared in a long cloak, under which was a costume of striped
Her arms were bare

w - o

ting blue silk jersey and satin knickerbockers ~
hair becomingly curled. - -
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Bpecial Corrempondatios of The Sunday Hepublic,
Washington, Feb. 16—The launch of the
Bew battleship Missour! can now be predict-
®d with reasonable certainty, This magnifi-
cent vessel, designed under the supervision
of Rear Admiral Hichborn, Chief Construc-
: tor of the United States Navy and Chlef of
’ the Bureau of Construction and Repair,
Navy Department, 18 being buflt at the
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Yards, Virginia, and in sll probability will
reach her native element tn the presence of
the President of the United States about the
middls of Octobor, 1991 As a warship she
Is inferior 1o none and the peer of any
Baval vessel in the world. The principal
fata In relution to the Missourl may be
Flated as follows:
Maternal—steel,
fangth on Jowd-water Hng... ...
BORALh, EXIICMP vueerrrrsnaorssanses

N 18 knots
Indicated borse power...............36000

Mormal coal SUPPLY ...eevrerssesess L0000 tana
- capacity (ooal). . cesnvess SU00.00 tons
Battery. = s

i Einch rapld-firing rifled guns Secondary bat-
tery, § 3-inch rapld-firiag guns; § &-pounder rapld-
firtng guns; & 1-pound mpld-firing guns; § Celt
wachine guns; 2 J-nch rapid-firing feld guas;
diro I sutmerged torpedo tuben.
Armor.
Watsr-line belt, maximum thickness,,..11 inches
Turrets, maximum thickness.......... ..13 Inches
Barbettes, maximum thickness .........
Protective deck, | thick avt
Cumplement—Officers, 5. crew, SIL  Total, Gk
Contract price for hull and machinery, 32,59,
000,

The keel of the Mizsouri was lald Feb-
ruary 7, 1900, and she ls reported to be now
Z per cent completed. 'When launched the
progress will show & per cent of construe-
tion.

The vessel is propelled by twin-screw;
vertical, tripic-expansion cngines, supplied
with steam from twelve Tborneycroft
boilers.

The armament has been arranged with a
view of not “over batterying” the wessel,
and at the same time allowing suficient
for a vessel of this class. The 12-Inch guns
are wranged in palrs, two guns in each of
the Hichborn balanced turrets, capable of
being revolved at the rats of 2
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From sketch furnished by the U. S, Naval

BATTLESHIP

rapid-fire broadside battery. The rate of
ammunition supply controlled by electric
motors will be for Ginch guns, six rounds
per minute; §-pounder guns, thirty rounds
per ml , and 1-p jer guns at the
rate of 10 rounds per minute; Hlustrating
without further comment, the terrible exe-
cution of this type of vessel

Two milltary masts are provided for
lookout, searchlight and small rapid-fire
gun purposes. Two conning towers are
provided, one forward with a maximum

means has been arrangsd for the bealth
and comfort of the crew, the best thought
has been exercised in the ship's design,
and It stems unnecessary to ssy that the
bullders will dlsplay the same care and

workmanship In the construection of
ye Migsour] that has characterized all thelr
work, so that the Stats whose nams she
bears may fiad in her not only & namesaks,
mmdﬂhitmmhom'
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an Hour, Will Be 388 o
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