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WORLD WATCHES THE
EIG PAGIFIC FLEET,

fireatest Naval Fighting Strength
Under Flag for the Long
Cruise,

/LOWER OF AMERICAN NAVY.

Hovement Is Bignificant,
Transfer of Theater of Action

Marking

from the Atlantic.

. Not slnce the war with Spaln has
there been such a tense feeling In naval
clreles as that which marked the pre-
pnrations for the departure of the
great fleet, under Admiral Evans, for
the Paclfie. All the vessels which were
to be n part of this grentest naval dem-
onstration In our history assembled at
Thampton Ronds,

The Preslident's yacht, the Mayflower,
swung Into historle Hampton Roads
bearing Preslident Roosevelt and the
high oflicials of the Navy Department.
Promptly sixteen huoge battleships of
the [Unlted States navy drossed ship
and begun Nring the President's salute
of twenty-one guns each. The May-
flower eame to anchor In the rondway,
Glgs and cutters pmt out from each
battleshlp bearing the flag officers to
the Mayflower, where they were recolv-
el on deck by Presldent Roosevelt and
his officla]l purty. Oun thelr return to
thelr ships the Mayllower holsted an-
chor and proceeded down the ronds to-
wird the entrance, Here the little
yncht stood out of the roadway while
the same slxteen battleships passed by
lier, decks nnd fighting tops dressed
and roaring from thelr guns another
President’s salute,

Bands aboard ship played the na-
tlonnl nirs, Thix was the farewell to
the communder-in-chielf of the army
and navy to the Amerlean battleship
egnuadrons, which then began  thelr
eruise to the 'aclfe ocean,

The torpedo  fotllin had  alpsady
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progress of the fleet wlill be watched
with Interest by the whole world, and
will be neccompanied by the prayer that
no occasion may arise tor a display of
thiut awful power of desrruction which
lies within Its guns.

The significance of the transfer of
the battleshlps stamps the event as an
epoch In the history of the United
States, It transfeds the theater of ac-
tion of the navy from the Atlantie to
the Paclfic Ocean for the first time since
the TTulted States hecame a natlon. It
reduces the naval representation of the
country In the Atlantle from second
place to the lowest placeé among the
nnval powers of the world, but It raises
Its representation in the Pacific ocean
to {lm highest place, where the United
Stutes I8 now a poor second. Whether
“gor fun or for frolle,” as Rear Ad-

stnrted, as I8 progress Is s0  muach

The vessels prominent in the
and a Torpedo Boat Destroyex.
— = ohransdpd el

miral Robley Evans has expressed It,

mulntained a target practice station for
several years, Magdalena bay ls on
the penlinsula of Lower Califorula, 8,012
knots from Ctllao and 1,000 knets from
Ban Franciseo, Here the fleet will re-
maln at feast a month engaged In target
practice. Upon the completion of this
work It will sall for San Francisco,
where [t Is expectad to arrive about
the middle of April or the Ist of May.

On the journey around the Horn the
battleships will pass the second torpedo
hont flotllla, which salled for the Pa-
eific on Dec. 2, and at Ban Franclsco,
If not at Mngdnlenn bay, It will be
joined by the armored crulser squad-
rons under Rear Admiral Stockton andd

Colorndo and the California, South
Dakota, Tennessee nnd Whashington,
the later two ships now nearing thelr

Sebree, consisting of the crulsers Penn- |
sylvanin, West Virginla, Maryland and |

| INGENIOUS THEATER FLOOR,

Can Convert Aunditoriam In Few
Minutes Into a Ballroom.

The movable stage which Bteele
| Mackaye attempted to moke g feature
|Uf theatrical construction many years
pgo 18 outdone by the reversible audl-
toritm floor lntroduced In a tew Apollo
musle hall on the Rue de Clichy, Parls.
This device makes it possible to change
the parquet loto a daneclng floor In sev-
en minutes,

The floor 18 reversible, On one side
it 1s fitted with 500 ehalrs of the usual
foldlng wariety. On the other side It
s plunked with hard wood, waxed and
polished,

During the performance each night It
s pitched at an angle of Ribout 15 de-
grees, llke the floor of any other the-
nter. When the show |8 over and the
dancing beging it Is absolutely level

All who patronlze the house wlll see
the transformation every night. When
the curtaln falls the seatholder will be
hustled back lnto the orchestra clrele
and the foyers, Then the mechanism
will work.

The floor, or rather the two floors,
are bullt on each side of a framework
of steel girders, This Is hung on ply-
ots nod when the machinery Is set in
motlon It slmply turng the other side
up—the huge seesaw—Iit mensures about
45x00 feet—stops at the appropriote
angle when it s to be an avditorium
nud Is secured there by strong isup
ports,

When it reaches the level position to
serve as a ballroom equally strong sup-
ports hold It there and provide for the
safety of the dancers. When It stops
in elther pesition It |8 In Immediate
communieation with the other parts of
the house, as all the necessary steps

stuge when It Is incllued at an angle
Stage and floor are continuous when
used for dancing, the electric footlights
belug attached to a disappearing frame-
work, while a sectlon of solld flooring
takes thelr place,

The entlre contrivance cost $14,000,
of which $9,000 was spent on the floor
and Its mechanism and the rest on the
twenty-seven foot deep brick-lined well
through which the fioor revolves.—New
York Sun.

T'HI-'._- GREAT AMERICAN PACIFIC SQUADRON.

pleture are the Battleships Wash ington, Tennessee and Rhode Island,

slower than that of the battleships that
two weeks more will be consumed than
by the latter In the journey toward
thelr destination—S8an Prancisco.

All the navy yards of the Atlantic
const hiave been busy for weeks hn fit-
ting out the ships. At Brooklyn, New
York, Boston, Norfolk, Dhlladelphia
ol  Charleston  palnters, carpenters
and machinlsts have parti¢ipated In
the great activity. High up on the
sinokestneks the palnt brushes were
moving back and forth and the sound
of hammers nd saws hos been cense-
Joss, Nor hos there been any chauee
for (dling by the enlisted men. The
powder magazines have hnd to be Alled
amd the quantities which have been
taken aboard have caused some specta-
tors to wonder what [t Is all about,
The large supply of stmunition Is nee-
essary beecause of the project to have
turget practioe on the long Journey,
Then anlso there will be many salutes
to fire nnd these will eat up thousnnds
of dollars’ worth of powder, Further-
more, In onse an  emergency  should
arise while the fleet I In distant wat-
ers there will be no Inck of ammunl-
tlon, No such emergency I8 expected,
but the fleet “will keep Its powder dry"
while trusting In divine Providence!

Greatest Fighting Sirength,

The feet which Admiral Evins takes
to the Faclfie Includes all the new
battieahips and the best armored eruls-
erd. It Is the flower of the Ameriean
navy, far superior to that which de
stroyed the Bpanish flsot nine years
ago. The Loulsiana chrries the largest
crow—050 officers and men. The Con-
necticut, which 18 the fagship, is the
finest ship of the navy, costing $4,000,-
000, Among the other battleships are
the Alabamn, Georgla, nsas, Vir

ginla, Minnesota, Ohlo, Rthode Taland,
Kentucky and Vermont, In all there
are 32 battleships and armored crulwers,
bealdes the flotilla of torpedo boat de-

the battleships upon arrival In the Pa-
cific will do the United States full
honor,

The date of arrival at Rlo Janelro
18 Jan. 11, 1008, and the day of de
parture ten duys later. Here the crews
will be alolwed shore lenve. Leaving
Rio Janeiro on Jan. 21, the fleet will
proceed slowly to Punta Arenfs, or
Samd Moint, where It 18 due to arrive
on Jan, 31.

Puntn Arenns |8 the Iast stop before
rounding the Horn, and five days will
be passed here In coallng from colllers
hired by the government. The distance

destination after a trip around the
Horn. TIn addition the battleship Ne
braska, which has just. been commis-
slonid, will join the fleet ns well as the
protected crulsers Charleston, Chicago,
Milwaukee, 8t. Louls and the gunboat
Yorktown.

Battle drill will occupy the time of
the fleet for some days, no complete
fleet of the Amerlean navy having been
trained  In sea evolutions In recent
years,

A plutocrat has It; a demagog wants
It

Most men can be honest, unless they
have a chance not to be:

A woman's ldea of soclal standing Is
being so snlppy that everybody hates
her.

A girl that doesn’t get marrled can
make everybody belleve she I8 glad of
It but herself,

It makes n woman feel about twenty
times richer to call her husband's
money his estate,

The difference between plensure and
duty 1s the difference bétween golng
fishing and to chureh. 0

A woman will work harder to ﬁet n
nlce, fresh complexion than a man will
to get a million dollars, i

As people nlways give ten times as
much In wedding presents as they get,
where does the difference go?

Where & woman s sensible s In pre-
tending she isn't so she can put the
responsibllity for such things on ber
husband.

A man has to know a lot about some
particular thing not to be always tey-
ing to show what he knows about ev-
erything.

A woman's enjoyment of a visit s
writing long letters to those at bome,
telling them all the grand things she
is dolng just as If she really were

Male Blushers and Their Cure,

“A good many men blush” sald -I

physiclan ; “some so painfully that they

In all probability a part of the fieet
ant least will visit Puget S8ound before
returning to the Atlantlc const again.

No plans have been made for the re-
turn of the fleet beyond the expressed
determination of the Presldent that [t
shall return at some future date,

——b

Bell Alrahip Laanched,

The success{ul launching of Dr. Adex-
ander Graham Bell's recently comploted
airship took place a few days ago at
Baddeck, Nova Scotin. The ship is buik
up of 3,060 unit tetahedrons, which are
#0 dispossd as to make the ship itself one
great tetahedron, which has for its base
the top of the machine, 13 meters in
length, The several units are covered on
two of their sides with silk, The total
sarfuce thus exposed is over 2,000 aguare
feet. The motar used i=s of the Curtis
type, four cylinders, 20 horsepower, It
welghs 120 pounds, which brings the total
weight of the ship up to HX pounds.
Owing to a snowstorm In progress at the
time of lannching, no attempt was made
to fly the machine, While Dr. Bell has
great faith in the success of his Invention,
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stroyers, repalr and wupply shipe. The

he does not assume to have entirely selved
the problem of aerial flight,
Jews to Protect Thelr Rights,
Representative Hebrews from all parta
of the country met at New York o or
ganise A committee or central burean

thon may be sent by any membern of thelr
race whose civil or religlons rights may

the world.

which applications for relief or Interven:

have boen Interfered with in any country
throughout
bureau will be In proportion to the popa~

come to me to be cured. The cure I
recommend I8 an old one. It Is the
abandonment of overheavy clothlng, es-
peclally of woolen socka Amazing It
{8 how many male blushers have a
predilection for thick socks of wool.
But some blushers wear light enough
clothes,. To them I can only recom-
mend a nverve treatment. I advise
them to make speeches at banquets,
to be witnesses Iln murder trials, to go
to teas and dances, to develop, In snort,
the nerve, as a wrestler develops hls
muscle. Blushing s a difficult disor-
der to cure. As a rule, It passes nway
of Itself when the victim reaches hls
85th year.”—New Orleans Times-Dem-
ocrat. .

Father's Adherent.
“Wasn't that Miss Bangs who just
; o .

| *“Yes, that was my Aunt Helen
Bangs."”
| *“Your aunt, eh? Ah, on your moth-
ar's slde, [ suppose?”

“Not much! She always sticks up
for dad."—Phliadelphia Press,

Usually the Way,

“Spent your vacation In the moun-
tains, eh? Did you stay there long?”

{]
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are attached to it either to reach the
orchestra clrele when [t 1s level or the|

: but 1 came bome short"—

Ldw Down Barrow for Capaciiy.

The drawing shows a low down bar-
row in sufficlent detall to enable any
one fo make a slmllar one, We think
that next to the low down cart it Is
the handlest thing around the bulldings
and garden that we have, says a writer

In Farm and Flreside, Its capacity Is
more than double that of the ordinary
kind, and the load s much more easily
put aboard. It has the advantage of
getting Into close quarters where the
eart would not go, and for use about
the feeding alleys, the stable, the lawn
and the garden there Is hardly anythiog
that will take Its place,

For the framework get two pleces of
hardwood two by two inches wlill
project to form handles on one end
and for the wheel frame on the other,
At front end of box In rear of wheel
a plece of the same dbmenslons 18 mor-
tised Into the frame to Lold It rigldly
and to make the front end of box
frame. Pleces 114x1% inches are also
mortised Into the bottom of the legs,
both front and back. These form the

foundation for the floor, which should
be of three-quarter-inch boards, The
legs are mortised Into the shaft or han-
flle pleces, the front ones resting about
three Inches from the ground and the
rear ones securely braced, as shown In
the cut.

It desired the sides may be bulit
from the floor solid and straight up,
but' we find it better to have a per-
manent bed from floor to top of han-
dles, with removable side boards to slip
on for use in handling bulky stuff.

| Heavy material, such as bags of fer-

tilizer, large stones, ete,, are enslly han-
dled with this type of barrow, as they
mmy be loaded between the bandles di-
rectly from the ground.

Froit Trees and Grans.

Extended experiments recently con-
Tucted In England have shown clearly
‘hat frult trees suffer very materially,
and are often killed outright, when
grass |8 allowed to grow under the tree
ind close up to the trunk. - Varions
arobable reasons for this effect, such
18 the removal of plant food and of
water by the grass, also the supposed
Iberation of carbonle acid, which might
srove Injurlous to the roots of the
trees, were respectively demonstrated
to be outside the primary cause of in-
jury, and, finally, after seven years'
work, It was concluded that the Injurl-
yus effect could only be due to some
solsonons substance formed In the soll
»y the roots of the grass.

Om the other hand, it'Is a well-known
fact that In many Instances comsider-
ible diMenlty Is expressed In obtaining
v growth of grass under treca There
a distinet evidence that plants produce
soxle eonditlons In the substance In
which they grow: as a rule the ex-
spetions given off by the roots of a cer-
min plant are more toxle to the same
ar a pearly related plant than to plants
aot so closely related. The effect of
tree-seedlings on the growth of wheat
was tested, and after ellminating, as
1 ecause of Injury, such factors as re-
moval of plant of food or water by the
tree roots, It seemed that the roots of
the latter had some direct effect on the
growth of the wheat, which suffered In
all the experiments, The seedlings were
placed In plant pots, hence the roots of
the tree and those of the wheat plants
'were In close contact.

Trees of varlous kinds were used in
the experlments, and the retarding In-
fluence, although mnoted in  every In-
stance, differed In degree; cherry was
least active In checking growth, pine
mést s0. The conclusion arrived at
was that the effect of trees on wheat
appears to be due to the excretion of
substance hy the trees toxie to wheat.

The Peaeh Crop of 1008,

The frult crop the past year was
Hght, but 1t hronght a very good price,
and the prospects now are that Okla-
homa may have an exccllent erop In
1908, says a bulletin issued by the
State. The drought during the summer,
prevented excessive growth, and the
sarly fall rains caused the trees to set
|4 good crop of frult buds. The orchards
‘that were well cultivated have now
|p|snd into winter guarters in good
sondition. There I8 a great variation
m the number of frult buds set.on the
fifferent varieties of penches and In
iifrerent orchards, but the plums seem
to be uniformly fall of frult buds.

Trees that have not been pruned well
sach season have a relatively poor set-
ling of fruit buds. Plum and cherry
/trees do not require as much pruning
{48 do the peach trees. Teach trees may
be pruned any tlme from the first of

Curing Iiams aaod Shoulders,

As soon g8 possible after the meat ls
cold all through, the hams and shoul-
ders should be cured. They should ba
placed on a table In the cellar, skin
side down, Then for every 100 pounds
of meat make n mixture of four pounds
of the best fine salt, two ounces of pow-
dered saltpeter, and four ounces of
brown sugar. This mixture should be
well rubbed into the hams all over, and
some pushed into hock end around the
bone. Keep on rubbing untll the meat
will take no more; then let them re-
maln on the table for a week, when the
remalnder of the mixture can be rubbed
in. Wllow them to lle for about two
weeks altogether, and then hang up by
it string placed through the hock, In a
cool, dark smokehouse.

For two or three days keep up a good
smoke from hickory chips, smothered
with sawdust, during the day. ' Keep In
i cool place., and before spring exam-
Ine to see that no Insects have deposited
eggs, Dust a little eayenne pepper,
then cover with coarse muslin to fit the
ham exactly and stitch tightly. Glve
i coat of whitewash or chrome  yellow,
and hang In a cool, datk, dry place,

For curing In plekle, to one gallon of
water take one and a half ponnds of
salt, half a pound of sugar, half an
ounce each of saltpeter and potash. In
this ratio the pickle ean be Increased
to enough to cover any nmount of pork.
Boll together until all dirt rises to the
top and ls skimmed off,. When oold
pour It over the hams or pork, which
may be pickled In this way, The meat
must be well covered by It, and should
not be put down for at least two doys
after killing, doring which time it
should be elightly sprinkled with dalt-
peter, which removes all the surface
blood, leaving the meat fresh and clean.

A good way to keep hnms {s to pack
In dry salt In a dry place, not bhaving
fany part exposed or touching each
other.

Bar for Drying Clothes.

It your wife: wants a clothes bar so
she ecan dry bher clothes In the house,
then borrow a %-Inch auger, a plane
and a saw If you have none, Get some
light plne lumber 2 inches wide and 1
Inch thick, cut 8 barg; 4 bars 3 feet 11
Inches long, these are for the lower
ones. The 4 bars for the top are 1
foot 11 Inches long. You can mnake It
n8 wide as you wish and 8 rods nre
needed to go crosswise for holding the
bars together and to hang the clothes
on. Dress the rods to about 1 Inch
squire and make them smooth so as to
not tear the clothes, For bars the size
a4 given ahove the rods need to be of
the following lengths: Féur rods 4 feet
long: 2 rods 4 feot 2 liches long; 2
rids 8 feet 10 Inches long, 1 rod 4 feet
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BAR FOR DRYING CLOTHES.

3 Inches long, this is the center rod
nnd must project 3 Inches at one end;
cut another rod 4 feet 4 Inches long,
use it for the top and have It to pro-
Ject 2 inches so ns to recelve the plece
shown In the engraving to regulate the
height, You can shut or open it to any
width yon want lL—Exechange.
Winter Sheller for Stoelk.

With the approach of the cola
months as the farmer |s making prep-
arations for his comfort, he ghould not
forget to slmilarly provide for the anl-
mals on the farm.

Especlally young stock demand good,
warm shelter, and this should be pro-
videl for them before the real eold
wenther sets in. Warmth to a young
animal Is equal to a moderate amount
of foofl.

Anlmals exposed to the frosts and
storms of winter are almost sure to
catch cold, If not contract some other
diseasa that will elther enfeeble them
or prove fatal

Farmers that do not take this matter
Into consideration often have animals
take slek and mope, and, perhaps, dle,
withont the fact for n moment belng
taken Into account that thelr sickness Is
due to the cruel exposure to which they
Imve been subjected.

Truly it has been sald that the mercl-
ful man Is merciful to his beast, and
the man who Is not |s not only unfit to
have the care of animals, but deserves
to_lose them.

Study of Mashrooms,

A singular and very Interesting ana
useful Institutlon has been established
In the little city of Tarare, near Lyons,
France. 1t Is a mycological burean
where expert judgment (s furnished
concerning mushrooms, many of which
are poisonous. Bince the establishment
of the burean nobody buys mushrooms
which do not carry Its ticket of Identi-
ficatlon and guarantee, and all the
eountry people from miles around bring
thelr mushrooms for examination. One
surprising result has been the discovery
of scores of edible mushrooms, which
before nobody dared to touch,

Quarters for Fowla. -
When comfortable quarters are pro-
vided for fowls, says Prof. Watson,
the nutritive ration of the food should
be about one-fifth; that Is, oné part
protein or muscle-producing compounds
to four parts of carbohydrates or heag

and fat-producing compounds.




