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Southern Paciﬁc Freight
Agent Still Seeks
Immunity
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HIS

George A. Knight's Presence
in Coach Also Causes
Surmise

RESULT OF INQUIRY

Commissioner Says Disclos-
ures Are in the Hands
of Justice Department

Franklin K. Lane, United States in-|
terstate commerce commissioner, ar-f
rived in San Francisco early ycsterday‘
morning on a hurried trip here, and in |
the same coach with him were George
A. Knight, attorney for the Pacific
Mail company, and General Freight
Agent Luce of the Southern Pacific.
The presence of Knight and Luce

the train was a distinct surprise
to Lane. The commissioner was trav-
eling and Lu the
man on he wished to meet. It

the special
testimony of
the investiga-
started by the interstate
and it was Lane
hlocked Luce's attempt
to testify and thereby give himself a re-
bath.

on

ce

alone, was last |
earth
was Luce who arranged
ording the

the favored shippers in

rates, ace to
tion recently
commerce commission,

who effectually

freshing Immunity

Under the circumstances it iz more
or less of a mystery why Luce., accom-

Iva' ied by Knight, should precipitate !
mselves into tlie same coach with |
L.ane The general belief solves the|

mystery by hinting breadly that Luce is
still panting for that immunity hath‘
and was attempting to obtain it in his
own Luce
Knight deny. |

“Purely accidental,” sald Luce,
;nm‘.tl_\', asked how
{ be on the same train as Lane. ;

“Purely accidental,” sald Knight, vir- |
tuously. The latter then commenced in |

way. This, however, and

> indig-

when he came to|!

style common to the Harrimaniacs

to enlarge upon the coming presidential

election.
1f, ‘e has

however, Luc any

would turn on the cleansing
he was
disappointed.

“The whole matter,” sald Lane, refer-
ring to the disclosures brought out by
the recent Investigation, *“is in the
hands of the department of justice.
They will be pushed to the end.”

Speaking on the aims of the com-
Lane sald that it was abso-
necessary for the interstate com-
to be given the
power to suspend rates and that efforts |
be made to embody this In the
forthcoming report of the commission
to

mission,
lutely
commission

merce

would

congress.

“The scheme that I favor,” sald Lane,
“ils on the order of that proposed by
the lumbermen of Washington and Ore-
This in brlef is that the inter-
commerce commission should
have the power to suspend an increase
in rates on the protest of a shipper
or party Interested until the increase
can be investigated.

WOULD ENJOIN RAILWAYS
“As to what constitutes a just and

has the power to say, therefore it is
but logical that the commission shouild
also have the power to enjoin a rail-
increasing its rates. Now the
is called sipon to enjoin a rail-
but the court cannot say whether
or not the rate is reasonable.

“The law holds that the rates now
in effect are just and reasonable, and
therefore when a railroad wishes to in-

court

reasonable the burden should be borne
t¢he rallroad and the explanations

TO ACT AFTER PROTEST
“Why wait for a shipper te pgo-
he was asked. “Would it not
simplify matters if the proposed in-
crease was taken directly before the
commission for its approval?"”

“Such would be impracticable,” was
the answer. “The commission would
not be physleally able to attend to the
volume of business. There are natur-
ally numerous increases with which
the shippers find no fault’ and for the
commission to examine all of these
would be a waste of time. If all par-
ties are satisfied with a rate the com-
mission could do little good by inter-
fering. It is only when a protest is
made that the commission should in-
vestigate.”
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View of the deck of the battleship Connecticut of the Atlantic fleet, taken while that vessel |

in chief of the armada that will start upon its long cruise today
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Fleet to Be Under
Way by Ten
O’Clock

Roosevelt Will Bid
lis Officers Goodby

,’No Time to Be Lost
in Passing Out
to Sea

‘Christmas Trees and
Pudding for Crews

OLD POINT COMFORT, Va.,
Dec. 15.—The Pacific bound Atlan-
;tic fleet will leave tomorrow morning
through the straits of
| Magellan, en route, so the official order
reads, “‘for the the
United States.”” The president is ex-
pected to arrive in Hampton roads on
{ the Mayflower sherily
His coming will be timed as near that
thour as pessible, without preceding it,
| for salutes can not be fired before 8
to'clock under the navy regulations.

f From the time the president’'s yacht
'vasts anchor in the center of the fleet
?th» events of the departure will move
Rear Admiral Evans,

of
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on its journey

west coast of

after 8 o'clock.
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Men of American Federation Tell Funston Big Gusher Is Brought

They Lived in Terror of the Miners

1

Until Troops Came Craftsmen in Gold Camp Say
They Were Forced to Go Armed to Work

By Harry Quinn

GOLDFIELD, Nev, Dec. 15—A delegation from the local council of
the American federation of labor called upon General Funston this afternoon
and declared that the men affiliated with that organization who are employed
in the mines have been living in constant terror of the western federation of
They told Funston that for six months they had been working car-
penters, machinists and artisans with sawed off shotguns at hand, fearing
attacks from radical members of the miners’ organization.

Funston refused tonight to give the names of the men who had visited
him.  They came to him secretly and made the request that their names be

miners.

not divulgéd.

“I have never secen a finer lot of workingmen in my life than those who

3

called upon me today as representa-es

tives of the. American federation,” sald | Thursday,
“Phey were in earnest about ; have my

Funston.

their mission and impressed me deeply. |

They stated that they had been living |Sides of the controversy,

by which time I expect to
investigation completed. I
have seen nearly all the leaders on both
as well as|

in terror during the last six months. lmost of the businessmen not dlrectly'

One, a carpenter, saild that until the

arrival of the troops she had

been  federation.

| affected by the strike of the western |
I believe that the suuatlonl

working at his bench with a shotgunx’s well in hand and that the strike!

near by. Another, a machinist,
that he was in constant danger of at-
tav'k. All agreed that this camp would
not be safe for members of their or-
ganization were It not for the presence
of ‘the troops. They also sald they
wonld be compelled to leave if the
troops were withdrawn. :

“Sheriff Ingalls visited me today,”
Funston added, “and we had a heart to
heart talk over the situation, He con-
firmed -my opinion that the.soldlcra
were needed. He admitted that he
would have been powerless to cope
with the situation alone.

TO GARRISON CAMP

“All the regulara now here will re-
main another 10 days if my recommen-

‘dation to the war department is acted

upen. I do mot think it is necessary
for all to stay longcr than that. About
half will constitute a ga'rison duﬂng

the rest of the winter, oM so long a8

this labor dispute is unscttied.

"IMHW‘M}Mn

eaid | will be settled without violence.

|

For
this end I depend upon the moral effect
of the presence of the troops.” |

Governor Sparks received a message | |

from Washington teoday regarding a|
legal technicality In the call for troops
issued by him.
the president could not have refused |
to accede to the wishes of the chief|
executive of any state in regard to a
demand for federal assistance in pre-
serving the peace. There was some
technical flaw in the request as made
by Sparks, and the telegram from the
capital today called for a correction of
the error. Just what this was could
not be learned here,

WILL SETTLE TROUBLES

~ The controversy between the local
unions of the American and western
federations probably will be taken up
in the national councils of those bodies.
The western federation is composed
mainly of m;lners.-whjie the men af-

'before its flow was controlled.

According to precedent |
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The reception ane jouarn

and from the

admirals and cap
.\Iu:.'f.!'-wf‘r are expected to occupy more
than an hour, a half more
will be consumed in lifting anchor awd
getting ships in position for the start,

and hour

in at Santa Maria

p which, it is expeected, will be made

SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE CALL | about 10 o'clock. Two hours later the
SANTA BARBARA, Dec. 15.—A 7,000 | first of the long line of fighting vessels
barrel “gusher” was brought in yes- should have cleared the Virginia capes
| terday by the drillers of the Union and turned its course to the southware k.
| ol company at Santa Maria. For | The reviewing of the passing fleet by
| more than 24 hours the oil spouted’| the presidemt will take place near

from the 3,700 foot well and disproved  Thimble shoal lighthouse, 10 miles
the many hints that the Santa Maria  down the bay, and should be ended by
territory is on the wane. Indeed, it 11:30 o'clock.

is taken to mean that the possibilities| Threatening weather and occasional

of the district may be even greater| rain squalls marked the last day of the

than has been belleved by the opti-|fleet's stay in port, but tonight a celd

mistic ones. wind from the west dispelled the storm
The new gusher is In the Hartnell clouds and the 18 smoking battleships

field. It is located west of the Pinal | were bathed in moonlight.

and Brookshire holdings, some dis- IMPRESSIVE NIGHT SCENE

tance from the famed Hartnell gusher. ! The view down the long twin lises

The  1xtier, 1t will - he" remembéred, | | of the fleet was Impressive. An ocea-

poured out many thousands of b“""lsiona] searchlight flash or the red and

| white glow of an ardois signal from
the new well, will be longer than th“,the yvardarm of one of the big fighters

added to the picturesque effect.
e e g becuus” On shore the hotels are rcowded en-
the gas pressure seems to be not so

| tirely beyond their capacity by wives,

R no“sweelhear!s. officials and friends who

1nPl:;:;r:;tt:::r;:u;: AP the | DAVe come to say g.uodb)‘ )lany ot

developers in the Santa Maria fleld Dy‘these SRy th.ouxho'ut

the new gusher. the night or lounge as best tf\':y can
This 1s one.of the deepest wells in | ® the chairs of the RAGES: SNt :

| Shore liberty for the sailors ended at

the district and it may result in the o sy b
deepening of other wells in that part! {10 o’cloek today,.and at that hour the

It is also believed that the life ot!

of the county. | enlisted force of each ship, numbering
%
-

Impertinent Question No'. 29

What Is a Financier?
For the most original or wittiest auswer to this ques-

tion—and the briefer the better—The Call will pay |
FIVE DOLLARS. For the next five answers
The Call will pay ONE DOLLAR each. Prize
winning answers will be printed next Wednesday

‘and checks mailed to the winners at once Make
your answer short and address it to

IMPERTINENT QUESTIONS,
THE CALL

R T |




