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Bidmul‘ln-

HOWELL CRIES
GOLDBRICK' AT
NEWAPPORTION

PLANFORG.0.P.

Says Scheme to Give States
Delegates to Convention on
Congressional Representa-
tion Basis Is Huge Fraud.

Shows How Good Repubiican
States Would Have Fewer
Men at Meeting Than Some
That Are Democratic.

Will Cry Favoritism.

Mr. Howell's ire was roused because
committee seemed to be almost cer-
adopt a plan which was approv-
all the Southern members, and
would reduce Southern represen.

iation only in an unimportant measure,
while also reducing the representation

are almost always Republican,
The present system of representa-
in Republican conventions gives
ecach State two delegates for each Sena-

tor, and two for each Congreasi
u'icl.. No matter whether the Benators
esamen are all Democrats or
ul acpn licans; no matter whether the
State ever cast an ral vote for
a Republican candidate for President—
it gels representiation on the same basis
as a State that never failed to go Re-

publican.

Is Basic Injustice.
This s the basic Injustice of the old-
time Republican organization, the one

for whose correction, it was supposed.
the ":3”" committee had been called

L
nstead, Mr. Howell charged, the com-
mittee was perpetrating a plan that
woulid give no real relief at all
The national committee yesterday
turned over to o subcommittee the task
of the new apportionment
plan. This subcommittee cobsisted of
Messrs. Warren of Michigan, Borah of
Idaho, Sanders of Tennessee, Smoot of
Utah, Esterbrook of New Hampshire,
iadley of Missouri, Remmel of Arkan-
as, Howell of Nehraska, and Barnes
f.-l New York.
The plan which the committes re-
m‘m back this noon provides that,
primary election of delegates shal
permitted, without appeal or con-
t-t; this part was promptly adopted
Then came opportionment. The com-
nlrtu.e ldp!hn gives ela-rh Btate: .
our delegates at larfe, representing
the Benators v
An gddition delegate at large for
every Congresféman rt large.
A delegate for every Congressional
district.
An additional delegats for each

§

Con-
rr—ionn.l district in which the Repub-
lean vote of 198 or the Congressional
;sol.e of ‘!’%‘ o;hﬁ! be found to equal

per een e total vo cast In
the dlstrict. -

» Must Be Ratified.

Two delegatss ecach (o Hawail,
Forto Rico, Alaska, and the Phllip-

pines.

This plan, it was provided, must be
rttified, before taking effect, bty State
wrganizations representing & majority
ofnt,ha potential votes in the electoral
col

It was explaincd that the plan
would reduce  ceventy-three or
sovenly-four districts from two to
one delegate each. Of these, sixty-
two gre In the South and eight in the
North,

When it looked as If the skids were
greased and the plan about to slip
threugh, Mr. Howell rose. He s
about six feet three inches tall,
brosd ghouldered, &nd commanding.
though extremely courteous, He
started readinz a minority report, in
& -voice that was resonant with fael-
ing and earnestnesr

“To adont this majority report’” he
declared, “would bs subversive of the
whole jpurpose for which we have

onal dis- | hes

HOUSE COMMITTEE TODAY VOTED
ABOLISH HALF-AND-HALF PRIN

Panama

Official

Under Probe on
Charge of Graft

FGHT AGAINST NEW
AR 15 BLAMED
FORDULL BUSINESS

YEARLY AWARDS
$6,000,000

Contracts on which John
Burke, &s manager of the com-
missary department of the Pan-
ama railroad, is alleged to have
exacted rebates to earich him-
‘self amount to $,000,000 an-
nually.

Railroad is practically ownel

controlling stock being held in
the name of the Secretary of
War.

Officials scout idea that
Burke can be punished if it is
found he took rebates.
Burke said to be, in a sense,
not a Government employe.

by Federal Government, the !

Garrison Wants to Know If
John Burke Issued Rebates
m,mhfwcamlnaﬂ-

Secret service agents investigating
the charges that John Burke, man-
ager of the commissary department
of the Panama Railroad, profited by
alleged rebates on $6,000,000 worth of
contracts awarded annually, continu-
ed their probe today under the di-
rection of the Secretary of War.

Question Before McReynolds.
Whether Burke, as the employe of a
corporation,
which is owned by the Federal Govern-
ment and held in the name of the Sec-
retary of War, is actually subject to
punishment, or even discipline, in event
the charges against him are true, is a
guestion which Attorney General Me-
Reynolds wil] decide Thursday.
Investigation of the alleged question-
able methodn pursued by Burke in

ntracts to those who made
lum the dmu of liberal presents, most
of which the charges say were in cash,
on for weeks. Officials
ar Department and the
Isthmian Canal so stated today.
That Burke realized great sums in the
awarding of the annual contracts for
machinery and other materiul used by
the Government-controlled rallroad and
that these sums have been obtained at|
the expense of the rallroad is the sub-
stance of the charges.

On Leave of Absence.

Burke ls on leave of absence and is|
now at Indianapolis, Ind., If the ruling
is accepted that as he is not an employe |
of the Government. then no action will |
be taken against the official

Becretary Garrison admitted that At-
torney General McReynolds had been
called gpon to decide the status of the'
commissary employe.

“Burke is and is not a Government
employe, and what, if any, punishment
can be meted to him if he is guilty,”
declared Becretary Garrison, “‘w
to be determined by the Department
of Justice, ] do not know how much Is
involved in the affair, but reports say
that the sum may be large. The malter
has not progressed aufﬂcientlv at this
time to be discussed freely.’

Garrison Charges Bribery.

“The ailleged questionable Lransac-

partment and the Canal (ommission
are investigatine, invoive the old story
of the purchasing agent Luying sup-
plles from the contractors who are
mo=t liberal in their donatinna to nim.
It is & form of brilery within the law
and I do not koow whethe: Burke, if
gullty, can be reuched.”

Asked whethe~ the Investigation of
Burke's transacttons ne rumored had
enything tn do with the allezed frie-
tion between Col. George W. Goethals,
chairman of the Cans® Commission, and
Robert Metcalfe, fermer editor of The
Commoner, who was recently appoirted
a member of the commissirn, the Sec-

(Continued on Bixth Page.)

| IN CONGRESS TODAY. '

SENATE.

Met at 10.

Heated debate when Senator Kern lec-

tures Rgpublican Senators for delay-

1 currency bill

Widow of Colonel Gaillard granted one

year's Ea) of husband

Ben ntbr ristow suys currenov blll will

be voted on Saturday night.
HOUSE.,

Met at noon.

Distriet Committee reported

abolish half-and-half oprinciples.

Secrelary Bryan appeared before For-

eign Affalrs Committee.

bill to

Continued on Sixth Page.)

Numerous committees considered appro-
bills.

the controlling stock of

| have

tions which agents of both the War De- |

. of the Harvard Law Bchool,

AID 1§ RUSHED T0
DISABLED VERMONT

Navy Officials Fear for Safety
of Crew on Battleship Far
From Port.

Secretary of the Navy Daniels today
ordered the Sonoma to proceed at high
epeed to assist the battleship Delaware
iIn towing the Vermont ty Hampton
Roads, the injuries sustained bv that
ship having proved extremely pe-
rious, according to a garbled cipher
message recelved today.

The Vermont is now said 10 be com-
nietely disabled abovt 360 miles from
Cape Henry.
¥ | Immediately after the Ver nont ~rack-
ed her puwrt crank shafts, rhe was
| able to navigate alone, but y2sierday
| the Delawsare took ber in tw

The messages received from the com-
manding officer of the Delaware, de-

| talling the Injury and present condltion

,nf the Vermont, were sent In cipher,
(and were s mixed up that the exact
| facts cannot be ascertained.

For thiz reason, navy officlals wers
somewhat concerned us to the exact na-
|ture of the Vermont's condition and
whether there was m.luttll'ly any danger
to her erew. Every effort ls be ng made
to ascertain the facts by wirelesa,
Messages recelved from the Dela-
ware, assigned to tow the Vermont,

Message received shortly before
noon, stated that the two ships were
360 miles from Cape Henry, reported .
fine weather, and concluded abruptly |
“Everything connection belng
broken at this point.

Officials sald probably the last sen-
tence was “evertyhing fine.,” but could
not reach the Delaware by wireless
to verify this. It was belleved here
that her radio apparatus is out of
vrder.

W. J. Bryan Pleads for
Poorer Men as Diplomats

“Wa should not force our Government
to choose its diplomats from among rich
| men solely,” declared Secretary Rryan,
in addressing the House Forelgn Affairg
Committee today, during the considera-
tlon of the bill appropriating funds for
the copstruction of embassy and con-
sulate residences

That poor men who aspire to be diplo-
matic representatives may represent
their country quite as well 8s men of
more abundant means, was made plain
Lo the committee by the Becretary.

“There are nol enough men among
our moneymakers,” sald he, “who are
fitted for the diplomatic service, and
we should not allow rich diplomats to
set & standard of expenditure that will
embarrass men with less money who
may be brought to accept these posi-
tions."

Law Professor Made Judge.

BOSTON. Dec. 17.—Governor Foss to-
day appointed Ezra Ripley Thayer, dean
an asso-
clate justice of the Massachusetts su-
preme court to succeed James Madison

. |crmed business.

Cabinet Officers Probing Re-
ports That Great Industries
Have Needlessly Forced Em-
ployes to Remain Idle.

Administration Admits Esti-
mates of Revenues Were
Too Low, But Is Fighting to
Prevent Deficit.

tion for the present hait in business
conditions will be ascertained by the
Wilson Administration. -

'and railroads

ployed.
Ulterior Designs Feared.
While they say that they belisve that

Whether there is actual justifics-|

President Wilson and his advisers |,
are admittedly alarmed because of
the increasing reports of factories})
in various sectiomsj.
adding to the ranks of the unem-{

HUSBAND GETS DECREE

the stoppage of work Is temporary be-
cause of the necessity of business re-

[
1

have dejiberately curtallad production
to prove that the measure is wrong.
And in the case of certain railroads, the
Administration i inclined to belleve that

thﬂ:gt think reduction of -%oﬂ:u

now will ald thelr cam for
increased rates.

Redfield Begins Inquiry.
Secretary of Commerce Redfield has
already started an inquiry into the sub-
ject. It will be broadened to Include all
industriez about which complaint has
been made. Today he received Con-
gressman Humphrey's letter complain-
ing that the shingle mills in Washing-

'mm.ﬂmhui.ﬂ"w%

POPE IS SHAKEN BY
DENTH OF CARDINAL

Physicians Summoned After
Pontiff Is Told News About
Rampolla.

ROME, Dec. 17.—The condition of the
aged Pope Plus X today slightly alarm-
ed Dr. Marchiafava and Dr. Amicl, who

ton State have heen shut down in ac-
cordance with an agreed program. In
the letter Humphrey says:

“Oge hundred and ninety-four miils,
have been shut down, throwing 15,000,
men out of work: others have reduced
their force and still others have cut
wages. The heads of this Industry
blame the tariff.”

The Secretary will take up this mat-
ter along with others against which

complaints are on flle or being PR:"N-
Secrglnrv of Labor Wilson is to ald, and

the result will be avallable soon after
the first of the year.

Hope In Curreacy Bill.
President Wilson has told members of
his Cabinet that he belleves that when
the currency reform bill is a law, busi-
neas will improve. But he also belleves '
that the uncertainty regarding the trust
nuestion may be operating against in-
Consequently, he bas
urged the Judiciary Committee of the
House to get all its data for proposed
legislation ready as quickly as possible. ’
The President will outline his plana to

Congress immediately after the currency
bill s cleared up, and he thinks that
once the definite policy Is known, busi-
ness men will be able to complete their
tplans in the open.

It 1= admitted that the original esti-

were mysteriously mixed up. A second ! mates of the revenue to be produced by | after the mass Pope Plus retired to his

the tariff bill huve been too high. The
Income tax feature will not produce as
inuch money as was expected. But an|
attempt will be maude by the Democratic |
!lpmdern to enforce economy in all the

Government departments, so that there
| will be no deficit. Figures on the tariff’
bill, however, will not b eavallable until
early in February.

Twelve Bids Rejected !
For Gentral High School:

Following a conference today the
Commissgloners announced the rejec-
tion of all of the twelve bids opened
Monday for tha erecticn of & new
Central High School at Eleventh and
Clifton streeis mnorthwest. The bid
of K, C. Gerhard Company. of St
Louis, which was the only one within
the amount avallable, $1,200,000, wan
not accompanied by a bond as re-
quired by the specifications. Tha
Commissioners decided that could not
walve this formaliiy,

News bida will be advertised, un-
less In the meantime action is taken
by Congress on the Commissioners’
recommendation that the appropriu-
tion be divided, and a portion of it
expended on thn acquigition of a site
and the erection of a high school in
the eastern gection of the elty. Under
present authorization the Commls-
gloners have no course but to proceed
with the construction of a building in
the northwest.

“Florida and West Indian Limited” Via
Atlantic Coast Line, 3.6 p.m. Only train
cnrrrin; through sleeper to Orlando and
Tampa, Fla., with one night out service.
2 ot er trains dally. FElectric-lighted
Pullmans. 14068 New York ave. ». w,
—hdvi

| were close friends of the Pontiff, and

last night, left this moming for White

son of the former Presldent and his wife

their trip to the Virginia resort this
mormming.

Dance Toni
8

were summoned to the Vatican imme-
diately after the death of Cardinal Ma-
riane Rampolla was announced to his
holiners.

Cardina! Rampolia died suddeniy, the
result of an iliness that attacked him
following & relixious ceremony. He was
formerly papal secretary of state and
was considered & lkely candidate for
the pontificate on the death of Pope
Leo. He was a Bicilian, born In 1643
and was of noble fam#y. His temporal
title was Marquls Del Tindaro.

The effect of the death on the Pope,
coupled with the recent demise of Car-
dinal Oreglia, was greatly feared by
the Vatican physiclanas Both cardinalg

it was understood Pope Pius hoped that
Cardinal Rampolla would succeesd him,
recognixing that Rampolla would surely
have been elected to succeed Pope lLoo
but for the Austrian veto which turned

the sacred college to Plus,

The Pope was not told of Cardinal
Rampolla's death unti! his usual arisirg
time today. Visibly shaken, hils holiness
dmr-u-d to his knces whera he stood.

“It's God's will,”” he said, and prayed
He then retired to the private chapel 10
celebrate moss for the dead cardinal,
Meanwhile, Vatlcan attendants sum?
moned Dra. Marchiatuva and Amiel, and

private apartments,

The death of Cardinal Rampolla re-
duces the sacred college to fAft) -=ix, and
it was sald today that o consistory prob-
gbly will be arranged for January to
"1 the ranks.

Pajama-Clad Men
Ousted by Flames

PITTSBURGH, Des 17.—One was in-
jured, several were overcome by smoke,
and thirty pajama-clad young men fled
through smoke-filled halls today when
the bachelor apartments at 0 Todd
street, Wilkinsburg, were damaged ir a
blaze of incendiary origin. |

8. F. HIll, twenty, of Long Island, was !
burned on the face and back, and re-
moved to n hospital.

Investigation disclosed that
apartments had been broken into
olled waste strewn about and flred,

Roosevelt, Jr. and Wife
Make Short Visit

Theodors Roosevelt, jr., and Mrs.
Roosevelt, who arrived in Washington

the
and

Sulphur Springs, Va. Although & num-
ber of the closa friends of the Roosevelt
family knew of their presence here, the

kept cluse to their hotel and resumed

t. Arcade Auditorium.
re—On the Ocean. Dancing

al Feat
gol. 3735. Not public.—

ht. Phone,

| tafled the afleged trip of Mrs
| and the co-respondent from Washington

Wife Alleged to Have Gone to
Europe With Another Man
Last Year.

The first divorce case to be tried in
open court under the new rules resulted
in an absolute divorce being granted
to Jobn B. Kelensr, an automobile sales-
man, from Mrs. Nelie Baker Kelther,
by Justice Gould, in Equity Court No. 1
tuday,

Testimoay was to the effect that Mrs.
Keleher accompanied & co-respondent to
New York in a Tullman car last June,

and left with him for Euwrope. Two de-
tectives testified that she met the co-
respondent at ine Union station and

kissed him when he stepped from a
Lrair from the West
Trke co-respondent is sald to be a

w=althy steel manufscturer, living in &
suhurb of Chicago. He is alleged to have
taken Mrs. Kelehnr abroad and to have
tavirhed his wealth on her,

“Exhibit A" :n the cuse was a photo-
graph of Mras, IKKeleher, which the de-
fectives testifiad tuey used in identi

her, when they alleged they ahad

her to New York. Several poest

sent from England, -Ireland, Paris, Edln—
burgh and London by Mrs. Keleher to a
sirter of her husband also figured as
exhitits. The post cards were intro-
duced to prove that she was abroad, as

alleged.
Mr. Keleher testified that he was
married in Baltimore on February 1,

1906, and that he separated from hiu
wife In June, 1910. He told the court
that he became suspiclous of his wife
shortly before the estrangement and
hired private detectives to watch her.
He asserted that the detectives in-
formed him that Mrs. Keleher was
meeting other men.

Netective William E. Mattingly de-
veleher

to New York. He declared that Mrs
heleher went t» the Unlon Statdon
shortly before midnight and met the
steel manufacturer. He described the
Incidents in the Pullman car, and testi-
fled that he gave up the pursuit when
the couple sngaged a taxicab after ar-
riving in New York.

Attorneys James F. Kelly and Harry
H. Hollander appeared for the husband,
and Attorney Pevton Gordon, who was
appointed by the court, represented the
wife.

Pet Dachshund of
Mrs. Bryan Missing

Mre. Williain Jennings Bryan today
asked the police to find her pet dachs-
hund. The dog s:rayed away shortly be-
fure npon from the residence of the Bec-
retary of State. Mrs. Bryan had serv-
anis aearch the nelghborhood for the
dog. and, finding no trace of it, she had
the police notified, The dog Is wearing
license tag No. 7279.

Public Utility Ownership
Up for Debate in House

The proposition for Government own-
ership of public utilitles was brought
squarely before the House today when
it begun consideration of the Houston
bill authorizing a $36,000,000 bond Issue
for construct'on of A government-owned
and operated rallroad in Alaska.

The measure provides that after com-
letion the mav be leased t pri.
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'mmmrmmm:haﬁf
Which Prmmtu-&u
to Upkeep of the hmmuﬂii“ "
No Provision for Any Substitute Fo |

By THEODORE TILLER.
TheHmCmmﬁﬁetmtheDhﬂkt-‘fw
today voted to report a bill abolishing thehalf-and-
pnnclplcgoumhgthefn:zlmhﬁmaf_ _m
of the Uaited States and that of the District.
This,perh:ps,sthemostdmii:mmb]w

committee of Congress, as it aﬂ'ects Dishﬁ.
agenegﬁon.'

= ——-u

| +the ‘organic tet of 1878 which pr
Governmient shall pay one-half of tht expm m
to the upkeep of the District.
Thebﬁlasntnowstan(knnkesmmmrw
substitute form of government, and leaves yet to be deter-
mined the great question cf how the District of Columbia
alone is to raise annuaily by taxation the moreﬁla
$11,000,000 needed for its maintenance.
Onlythreeofthenmnbersofﬂwcmmﬁtteemt
voted against the repeal of the half-and-half plan. These
were Congressmen Winslow of Massachusetts, Wallin of
New York, and Keister of Pennsylvania. They made an .
ineffectual attempt to obtain a postponement of such vital
action, but the majority of the committee determined to re«
port the bill at once. _
It is generally understood that this hurried.action,
taken at a special meeting of the committee held behind
closed doors, was for the purpose of inserting the Crisp
bill, if such be possble, as a rider upon the District of Co-«
lumbia appropriation bill now pending in the House.
APPROPRIATING CLAUSE DROPPED.

The Crisp hill provides:

“That section $ of the act of June 11, 1875, entitied ‘An Act
Providing a Permanent Form of Government for the Distriet of
Columoia,’ be, and the same is hereby amended by siriking out

the following weords in said section: ‘Congress shall appropriste

the amounnt of 50 per cewt thereof, and the remaining 50 per ceund

of snch approved estimates’ so that the section when amended
shall read as follows:

&% 7 7 o the extent to which Congress shall appreve of

such estimates shall he levicd and assessed upon taxable prop-
erty and privileges in said Distriet of Columbis other than the
property of the United States and of the District of Columbia.’
“That al laws or parts of laws which anthorize one-half of

the expences of the zovernment of the Distriet of Columbia to he
pald eut of the Treasary of the United States are hereby ex«
pressly ropealed.”
Following the meeting of the committee, Chairman
Johnson said that an amendment had been added to the
Crisp bill which provides that hereafter in submitting their
annual cstimates the District Commissioners shall not ask
to appropriate more than the revenues in hand. <In other
words, if the District rever.ues amount to only $10,000,~
000, the District government must get along on that
amount, regardless of its needs, as the Crisp bill proposes

(Continued on page six.)

Interests for periods of Lun years

Give Early

“Give Early,” is the slogan of the Associated
Charities. There are fourteen families waiting
anxinusiy for Christmas which is worth while. Seven-
teen adults and sixty-one children are waiting to hear
whether their homes can be kept intact.

De not hesitate, but send your contributions at
once to the Associated Chzriﬁa. 923 H street N. W,




