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Severe Trial of Big
Guns Before They
Are Mounted.

(‘uﬂl;;d fram first page.

not more than one-elghth the length of
A battleship, was riddled with shols
fired at ranges varying from 14,000 Lo
8,000 yards, There arce 1,700 vards to
a mile, go that the rangs at W hich the
battleships practised was from 87
miles to about & miles, It was esti-
mated that B0 per cent of hits were

made. Of courss, when it comes to &
battle it f& only the hits that count
But there is practically no solace in
this remark.

“This means,' says one writer, re
ferring to D0 per cent of hits, “that

four battleships Iyving off the Battery
« a building of 60 feet front-
1t with

conld sele
axe in LiGth st
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and fairly riddle

iwenty minutes—or the time

(o enabhle Huerta to make up
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his mind o new way (wenty times, A

to put another way, a divizsion ol
four battl i solecling the Singer
Building a# thelr target. i ould begin
firing off Fort Tompkins, and befor
thev reached the Narrows could reduce

to powdor
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GUNNERS MUST DETERMINE
THEIR OWN RANGE,
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SOUTH CAROLINA FIRING A BROADSIDE

1d do the maost damage

o it discuss the
r bllcation but ther ure
rumors thinl Eor ey gratifving ones
vere made. 11 reported, for In=tance,
that a target about 30 by 6 feet wWas
frstroy i one battlesl at a dis-
LT f 1 in six land miles A
target at that distance 1= a mere speck
on the | |

OUR FIRST WAR WITH MEXICO
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, mit ot e
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m Mex er. full warn-
our d ould be regard-
fOr WiLl ! ar e
ot only to the Ms '
it very front
which was
Mexleo and Tex
MEXICO'S NEW PRESIDENT WAS
ALL FOR WAR,
was on July 30, 1845, that Genwral
Taylor was sent thither to Corpus
Christi, ostensibly to protect Texns
from Mexican invasgion Then John
SHdell was sent to Mexico ity to ne-
gotiate a peaceful settlement of differ.
ences.  But Mexico at that time, as
isually for most of 4 geentury, was in

the throes of u revolution, and Slidell's
mission was delnyed until, by the grace
of the army, Herrera could be turned
vut and Paredes could be put
President. The latler was far more
belllcose than the former, and Slideil
abandoned the mission hopeless,
Then Taylor began pushing toward the
Ko Grande,

The

in

us

“s

Rio Grande

was reached on
March 2100, 1846, General Worth leading
the advance This was near Mata-
moros, in the northeastern corner of
ithe Buate of Tamaulipas. For some |
days the rival forces lay near each
other without hestilities. On April 10
the first blood was shed, when an
smerican officer was ambushed and
killed by Mexican straggiers, Two

days later a Mexican general ordered
Taylor to withdraw his entire force be-
vond the Nueces River or fight. Tay-
declaring thuatl his inten-
tions were peaceful and that the re-
sponsibility of war would rest with
that side which fired the first gun.

lor refused,
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On the contrary, the riess of the
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o 1tem 1 more r sl
n their ri 1 i Annn, th
\! n T Hr 1 1 had ey
brought -} the Unlted States from b
3 in and turned loose in Mex
' 1 the hope tl he would be our
1§ he took the lead against
S0 more extended plans for in
o il to be deviged, and the prac-
aneg t of the whole country wag
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THEN SCOTT TOOK COMMAND IN
PERSON.

e ene Seott, the commander in
Chief of the American army, was sent
thither to eonduct operations against
Vera Cruz and thence to march against
the Clty of Mexico itself

Scott zailed from New York on No-
vember 30 1846, for New Orleans
thenoe td proceed to Vern Cruz.  He
had at his command a flest of 162 ves-
se|g mus transports, which made thelir
rendezvons st Lobos Island, 120 miles

from Santa Cruz, and from that point

eurly in March following the advance
wag begun, On Mareh 9 the whole
Heet was off Vera Cruz, and landing

was at onee essayed, The place chosén
was the bench due west of the Island of

Sacrificios, Sixtyv-seven surfboatls were

vsed, and in a few hours the whole
army of 12,000 men was aghore,
The siege, with almost incessant

fighting, began the next day, and the
Mexieans showed themselves mighty in
defence, But the American lines drew
nearer and nearer to the city walls, and
or March 26, 1847, a flag of truce was
sent out with overtures for surrender.

| On March 29 the Americans took pos- |

| gession of the conquered eity.
FOUGHT HIS WAY TO WALLS OF
MEXICO CITY,.
, There Seott established his base of
| operations, and prepared to fight his

way up to the City of Mexico and egd |

the war. The march was begun on

April 8, and proceeded with little de-

\ n il (Prro
" b Sunta Anna
nd al 1 eniropchaed
; s 't pitte thelr further
roge The A jeans arrived Lher
i April 14, and en April 17 an the
it N The struggle w
[ 1 il it invi i taln
miliit " egemibling that on
1 AR he Civil War, but
Vs iy complete detent 1l
e I e and
ther Hvors men were talken ns
| nel tngether with spoll vist
AN 1o uee embarrassment in their
n=nl

Banty Anna made his next stand at
Puebla, hut soon abandoned it and re-
tired to Mexico itself, and on May 15
Noeolt o ded Puebla withoot @ stroug-
gl There a considerable halt had to
be made for reinforcements and reor-
ganization of the army, and it wig not
intil August that the advunce was 1
sumed By the middle of that month
the army lav before the City of Mexico.
MEXICANS LOST EIGHT GEN.

ERALS AT ONCE.

Some dave were spent in mancEuvres
andd preparptions for a decisive strug-
gle, und then, on August 20, the bal-
tleg of Contreras and Churabuseo wers
fought; perhaps most stubbornly
contegted of the whole war, They re-
sulted In complete victory for the
Americang, but at the cost of 1,008
killed and wounded. The Mexjcans
lost about 4000 killed and wounded
and 3000 prisoners, the latter inclad-

Ing eight generals, of whom two were

ex-Presidents,

An armistice and negotiations for
peace followed this sanguinary strug-
gle, but witheut effect, and hostilities
were renewed on September 7. The

battles of Molino del Rey and Chapul-
tepec followed on September 8 and 12
respectively, resulting  in Ameriean
victories, and on the morning of Sep-
tember 14 the bombardment of the City

of Mexico was about to begin, But at
dawn a white flag appeared on -he
fortress. Messengers came out to suc

for peace and to offer the gurrender of
the city. And by breakfast time the
American army was within the “halls
of the Montezumas,"

The Mexican war was noteworthy for
| the number of officers who served in it
| who afterward attained distinetlon, es-
|pt-<-mily in the Civll War. General

| States on the record of his military
| achievements,  Heott was commander
| in chief of the army. Franklin Plerce
became President and Jefferson Davis
became President of the Confedernte
States., General Worth died soon after
the war, but New York erected a mon-
ument and renamed a street in his
smemory.

In target practice all the rules aim
t the reproduction of the conditions of

tual battle, and every offort s put
forth  to accamplish this end. Some
time before the practice is to bhe held
each officer whose post requires an ad-
viince knowledge of the work te )
ot receive a book of rules for that
articuliar practios
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TO SHOOT A 14-INCH GUN COSTS
APPROXIMATELY %1000

WER OF FLEET NOW OFF MEXICO

Impenetrable Cruyst
of Steel Blocks
Mexican Ports,

geene of action.  One man opens the |
broanch the shell man grasps ﬂ‘lﬁ!
prajectite and quickly rams it homa,
Then the powder charge goes in, and in
@ flagh the breech s closed and neked
and the order Lo fire iz given

and

The great gun emits o !]llﬂf&-r“n' roar
a shest of flame. [t reonils with
shock but instantly recovers and
the smoke hegrimed men In the tirree
wiateh the hlack =peck of the nrojectils
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' course, the visit of an Ameri-
O can armada of modern battle- |
ships with shotied guns to Mex-
fean waters waps not Intended as n

celebriation of the centenary of the con-
struction of the first steam war vessel,
but It chances to have oceurred in the
vear that marks the hundredth anni-
versary of this event. A hundred years
ago this month, Congress having pre-
viously in March authorized the con-
struction by Fulton of a steam frigate,
the first steps were being taken to
make the new type of fighting machine
a reality, Compared with the Yiost of
successors which slipped away from
our Atlantle ports a few days ago, it

Taylor bhecame Presidegt of the Uhiil‘.l: was an insignificant. thing, but on the

duy of its birth it was a formidable
craft,

Its awe-inspiring strength s (llui-
trated by this description of it printed
in an Edinburgh paper in 18105:

Length on deck, B00 feet; breadth,
M) feet; thickness of her sldes, 13 fest
| of alternative oak plank and cork-

1

which are 100-pounders; quarter deck
and forecastle guns 42-pounders, and
farther, to annoy an enémy attempting
to board, can digscharge 100 gallong ol

bolllng water in a miopute, and, by
mechanism, brandishes U cutlasses
with the utmost regularity over her

gunwales, works also an equal number
of heavy iron pikes of great length,
darting them from her sides with pro-
diglous force and withdrawing the
same every quarter of a minute

In the language of Dominle Samp-
gon, “"Pro-di-gious."

But what a difference between
the creation depicted In the awe-in-
spired language the  c¢redulons
Sceotchman and the reality! Instead
of belng N feet long, an immense
length for vesgels of that day, It was to
he only 167 feet long,
not designing a forerunner of the mod-
ern dirt scow; therefore, Instead of a
beam of 200 feet, the proposed width
was to be DG feet. Maoreover, the bul-

oh,

of

warks, instead of being 13 feet thick,

an unnecegsary thicknoss,
slightly less than 3 feet,

were to be

The copper

| wood; carries forty-four guns, four of boller was to be in ope of the hulls,

The author was |

ONE CHARGE FOR 14" GUN

the ¢ 120 horsepower, wWas

to be in the

while ngine
other
Madigon had examined tl
November, 1814
doubted Ful-
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and
scared

el

Yorkers

plans i
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ton's ability. it
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was further

up by communications from a number

of noted naval officers, Including Ste-
phen Decatur and Oliver H. Perry,
The burden of their beliet in the
capacity of the proposed steamn frig-
ate was couched in  these words—a
printed copy of which was recently
discovered in a contemporary news-
paper:

Her machinery being guarded, she
cannot be corippled Her sides

are so thick as to be impenetrable to
every kind of shot. In a calm
or Hght breeze she can take choice of
position or distance from an engemy.
Considering the speed which the appli-
cation of steam has already given to
heavy fHoating bodies, we have every

| confidence  that, should such vessel
moeve only four miles an hourn, she
could, under the favorable clreum-

stances which are always to be galned
L over enemy's vessels in our ports, har-
bors, bays and sounds, be rendered

'
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kind of

And in
Lo Lhis 1
: -tours or of compe
them to depart from our walters
e n.»mn!o«o'd‘:
aho was armed with 6 h
ured British guns hauled fmmr(ll
over miry roads. On July 4 } ;
made a trial trip Lo the a-nh;? -
Ho covering oo miles in \&;3 S
minutes, or at speed of ¢ .
an hour, On another pecasion, - !
205 guns, ammunition and st:" .
drawing 11 Zfeet, one fool m
planned in the design, she et w
along at the rate of 5.0 miles : .Iq\

a speed much in excess of it
guarantee.

ol
According to all accounts “‘I |
her last voynge. g

The war W8 it
She was tied up at the B
vard to serve as & rccd:;
Here she lay until June 4,

rom
gn explosion on bonrd € ¢
'stroyed her and killed rwenty-fvé 3

wounded nineteen persons.
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