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dsman’s Experiences and Sensations at Fleet’s Target Practice
5

—

|

and you notice that the nausea created by
the seeming blow from the first blast is
decreased, though you still have difficulty
in keeping your binoculars from gyrating
between your eyes and your mouth. In-
stinctively, you have scquired a more
perfect muscular control of your body,
and the terrifying, unpleasant effect Is
gradually lessened.

TARGETS HAVE SUFFERED.

The firing having ceased and the ship
having moved off the range, we note with

| the ald of binoculars that the two targe:s
| ired at are nearly shot to pleces. One
Iturret has scored six hits In six shots,
iund the other surely five, and possihly
| gix. Considering that the Interval «f
| time between the shots |s figured in sec-
| onds only, the results of this firlng =eem
Incredible, but demonstrate conclusively
that one superdreadnought of the Florida
type could have successfully hottled up
Cervera’'s fleet in Santlago and lefsurely
| have sunk each or any of the Spanish
| ships that may have attempted Lo cscape.
) Awalting the completion of the first run
of each ship In the division, we go below
| to see what damage may have been done
| by this firing. It is our Inexperience that
[leads us to expect it. We find a
| tew bits of paint have been shaken from
| the decks and bulkheads, but we also
learn that precautions have been taken
l.“’ protect breakables, such as crockery,
flalmp shades, ete, from being reduced to
| fragments. The shades from the electric
lights have removed and carefully
packed away, China wash basins have
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. - - |
signed for the Protection of This Country
and to See and Hear Them Unloosed,
Even if Only in Mock Warfare.
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Smphasized by the scrupulows cleanliness.
Ship's galleys, contulning burnished
and pans, are Irresistibly fascinat-
and ingpiring. The  cleanliness snd

from foremast to foremast of each ship
with mathematical nicety, ‘the division
presents a thrilling tople for yet another
story which cannot be touched upon here.
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The ' booming of the  Delaware’s guna
indicates ' that the firlng has commenced,
Viewed from our ship, this I8 & most
interesting proceedin but we are more
keenly Intérested in' what we 'shall’do, and

INTERICR. OF TURRETT SHOWING
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pass over reluctantly the pleturesque
| fentures of. a dremadnought in. action, as
| viewed from another ship, and try to
| busy ourselves with other matters, await-
fng the Interesting - moment when Wwe
ghall begin firing. The time s appronch-
ing rapldly now, for we learn from the
reports of - the men reading the com-
puss and range finder (which are now
quite . comprehensible,  after our several
duys’ of experience) that. we wlil. soon
enter. the range.

The crews of the guns to fire on the
| first run are In thelr position, and one
can almost feel the determined state of
-mind “of ‘ every member “of ' the human

Fleune. A 5% Gun Avoarp LSS FLORIDA,

machine from the men In the lower
handling room, where the ammunition s
placed on the electrie holsts, to the gun
polnter, with his eyes fastened to the rub-
ber hood of his slght. We take up a posi-
ton on the conning tower, Immediate’y
abaft the forward turret, the guns of
which are to fire first, having taken the

precaution to place a fluffy hit of cotton |

We conclude that not
having been cautlioned 1o stand on tiptoe,
with mouth open, which seems In unin-
formed to he considered neces-
giry, there naturally s no eficacy in this
precaution,  Accordingly, we concentrate
our attention on bracing ¢ lves on our
fent firmly as possible. At last the
biaet of the whistle, which has been pre-
caded at a three-minute interval by of-
ficer's eall on the trumpet, Indicates that
we are on the range.

HEAVEN AND EARTH SHATTERED

A deathlike sllence to pervade
the whole ship, After a perlod measured

lHghtly In the ear.

ns

sems

above the water by perseveringly climb-
Ing the narrow steel ladders on the in-
},ﬂnio of the mast and dashing blindly
through a cloud of black smoke pouring
Luge funn Is an experience
not aitogether commonplace,

one Is amply rewarded by the
| marvellous view to be had of
|1--~i‘- ath you, which

from the
which

| is
though

| resembles & perfect executed

the ship | :
from such a h..|“|," :u.trtlu--m.' Lieutenant Evans, who Is ‘as
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superstructure of the target raft. The
damage done to the target by the flying
splinters s almost unbellevable, The
gcreen, made of heavy canvas, is torn to
ribbons,. and one then realizes why all
wooden superstructure or top hamper I8
removed from a shlp when she is cleared
for action.

A VICIOUS FLAMING TORCH.

One attempts to observe the muszsle of
the gun as it [s fired, and, though not
exactly unsuccessful, the eye seems to be
unable to watch the blast at Its Incep-
tion, The discharge [tself resembies a
viclous vellow, flaming torch of great di-
mensions, immediately supplanted by &
balleon-like cloud of sickly, greenish-yel-
low gas which somewhat resembles
smoke, but s immediately dissipated.
Continuing to watch the musgzle of the
gun, a stream of fire, more nearly re-
gembling blazing lguid, is seen to be dis-
charged a few seconds after the gun Is
fired, This is the burning gas that ls
ejected from the gun by the blast of com-
pressed alr automatically released when
the breech of the gun is opened to reload,
Since Institulting this device fAarebacks,
as they are commonly called (meaning
the premature explosion of powder in the
gun while in the process of loading), have
been practically eliminated as probable
aceidents,

Our attentlon s attracted by a ward
room chalr floating past the side of the
ship. We learn upon descending to the
deck that the chalr observed from the

been placed on top of the mattress of the | main top had been thrown overboard

by the concussion of the guns in one of
turrets, Considering that
chalr welghed between twelve and
fifteen pounds, one may get a vague 1dea
of the unsuspected influence on movable

objects exercised by the concussion inzi-

dent to the blast of one of these guns.
THE FLORIDA'S GOOD RECORD.
The firing is over and we learn that
| our ship has done admirably. The final
| fgures und percentages will not be realy
for p cation for several months, for the

|

|r|u'.t! figure, Thoroughly absorbed In the |

new surroundings and the genlal compan- |
steer one through the mazes of depart-

lonship of the officer detalled as spotfer
and his asslstants, the time intervening
between runs passes very quickly, We
fare agaln entering the range for our sec-
|ond run. The usual signals are given,
| the firing begihs

SWINGING AT TOP OF MAST.

The first turret to fire on this run s
just a few feet abaft of the mast on top
of which you are perched. You hear the
same deafening roar, which is slightly
lessened by the greater distance between

only by fractional seconds—though it |vou and the muzzle of the gun, and then
weoms  Interminable—heaven and earth | experience the queerest of the queer sen-
geem to be rent ssunder by the blast of | sations hitherto noted, for the huge net-
the two guns in the turret.  The be- | work of steel constituting the mast Is

ke a whip, and Immediately

wildering Impressions created by this ter- | snapped

rifying blast leave you dazed.  You had | you pleture the possibility of being cata-
hoped to follow those first twe shots | pulted into the open sea. These masts
with wour binoeulars, but you hecome | will at times snap or vibrate several feet

more occupled i trylng to renllze just
where you are, and before arriving at
any definite conclusions as to this the
hlast 18 repeated and two more shelis are
specding on thelr way.

You fecl ne if some one with great hit-
ting power has struck you a violent blow
In the plt of the stomach with a heavily
padded glove, This but adds to your be-
wilderment, and the psychological effact
of the blast begins to assert itself, You
feel diminutive, grovelling, and have a
desire to crawl on your hands and knees
to your berth und there give up the hope
of ever belng able properly to compre-
hend this enorgy suddenly released and
become terrible. After the third repetl-
tion of this blast from the guns,' a mo-
mentary respite before the next turret 1s
fired gives you an opportunity, of which
you are sorely in nead, to pull yourself
together.

The firing of the second turret begins,

out of their normal perpendicular plane.
But such violent vibration ls rarely
caused except when a broadside or salvo
of all the turret guns is fred.

Finally adapting yourself to these new
conditions, you can more perfectly ob-
serve the results of the firing. Fixing
your binoculars on the line of flight of
the shell, Immediately arter the blast of
discharge, the shell (tself may be ob-
gerved seemingly floating through the alr
with no greater speed than that with
which a football may be passed from the
contre to the fullback when every one Is
expecting 4 punt. The mountainous wave
of spray and water rises immediately
hehind the target, and the spent shell
ricochets with astonishing eccentrieity,
jeaving behind it a sound exactly re-
gembling the puffing of a locomotive at-
tached to an express traln disappearing
down a yalley at full speed.

One shdt is low and strikes the wooden

umpires have to make their report (o
the Nuvy Department and many consid-
1= hecome a part the probism
rmining the exact percentage of
| in gun fAre of each ship.

Aftor the tense hours of suppressed ex-
citement and hitherto unknown sensa-
wa are pleased to seek the com-
fort of our hospitable stateroom, there to
sditate perhaps for a few moments on
revelations of the day. In retrospect
sations lose none of their thrilling

of

tlons,

th

ou

hegin to realize that the unpleasant
neceasity of leaving the ship to be put
aghore {8 rapidly drawing near. The hos-
pitality of which we have been the re-
ciplent during the last week has wedded
us to the navy, its officers and Its men.
We regret to leave them. From the mo-
ment we stepped aboard and were greeted
with a welcoming smile and hearty hand-
shake by Commander Sypher, the execu-
tive officer of the ship, we have been en-
joying hospitality that ould not be sur-
passed. And it Is with great regret that
we must bid farewell to the ward room
mess.
THE KINDLY HOSPITALITY.

It is difficult to acknowledge, either in-
dividually or collectively, the many cour-
tesies extended to us by Captain Harles,
of the marine corps, Who made us at
home in his quarters, and the ship's sur-

| geon, Dr. Elliott, who ls as graclous as

I

he ls handsome; Paymaster Sandford,
who Is always willing to Interrupt his
never ending activities to offer & bit of
information; Lieutenant Norris, chief en-
gineer, who explains in such an under-
standable way the mysteries of his de-

expert in cordiality as he proved himself
to be in spotting: Lieutenant Gill, of the
staff of Admiral Fisk, whose ability to

mental red tape proved an invaluable as-
gistance. But why attempt to specify in
in such lmited space the innumerable
and never ending courtesies p:‘tended by
every officer with whom we Were s iy~
mates? For it would mean the repen:’
of the entire roster of ship's officers

an individual acknowledgment to each
for their courtesises, difficult to describe,
but never to be forgotten,

Our boat is alongside. We start on our
homeward trip fairly bubbling over with
enthusiasm, pride and love of country.
As our floating home of the last week
with {ts pleasant memories drops behind
the horizon we can In our fancy see in
relief against the sky the outlines of our
ship dissvive into the three words which
may be justly termed the keynote of suc-
cess of our present day navy, and of which
the United States ship Florida is an une
surpassed example—ENTHUBIASM, EF-
FORT, EFFICIENCY.

THE CUT.

Lord Grey de Ruthyn, who is a *impls
rancher at Roundup, Musselshell County,
Mont,, is so enamoured of Western life
that It is doubtful if he will ever .«<turn
to claim his proud and anclent tit'e

“Travelling in Montana," sald 4 New
York editor, 1 met Lord Grey de Ruthyn
when he was Cecll Clifton. He expressed
then n great scorn for your aristocrat or
snob. *

“Talking about aristocrahe snobs over
a plpe and glass In Musselshell, the
future Lord Grey de Ruthyn gave a good
laugh and said:

“ “Why, the English aristocrat is ®o
ridiculously exclusive that, in shaving, he
will often cut himself.”



