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“Duty Completed” —And Our

Victory Fleet Speeds Home
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[he first German officer to board a British man of war.

Hy Umitrgl Nows Pholo Xerciga, N ¥

arriving to arrange the great surrender

By Willam Hoster

HEN the great Atlantic fleet
from the ocean into
the lower bay next Tuesday
and majestically steams to its
anchorage in the Hudson it will present
to New York anid the nation the greatest

SWIngs

array of seafichting forces ever wit-
nessed 1 Americi.
All' the more significant and to be

appreciated by those privileged to hehold
the spectacle v it be, mqgreover, since
it will bring before the vision in massed
formation those giant digadnoughts, the
scarcely lezs formidable battleships, the
eruizers, thedispateh boats and last, but
in the matter of results achieved, bost
and most effective of all, the torpedo
boats and submarine chasers—'"‘vipers of
the sea"—which along the coasts of
Britain and Ireland and France and far
flung down the Mediterranean coast,
united with the navies of Great Britain
and Frange lo make certain the fate of
the Hun,

America has already welcomed with a
plenitude which gives the lie to that
maxim about the ingratitude of republics
the men who fought to victory on land.
Now comes the tribufe to the men who
“saw 1t through" on the seas. Tuesday
marks the beginning of the demonstra-
tion in honor of Sims and those who
served under his commiand

We had a glimpse of some of them last
Dlecember. The complete armada now
heads toward the home port. Pointing
out to sea, as she hade goodby to Europe,
the stately dreadnought Pennsylvania
signalled from her masthead the proud
meszage, “Duty Completed.” S¢ the
fighters of Sims and Mayvon, this signal
graven in the annals of the republic,
are speeding toward New York — duty
completéd and well performed.

On the eve of the departure of this
“Vietory Fleet” from the other side Sir
David Beatty, commander in chief of the
British Grand Fleet, paid this high com-
pliment to the departing Americans;

“T was sorry {0 see the Sixth Battle
Squadron come over, because up until
that time the feeling in naval circles was
that there were some chanees for a ma-
jor action with the eriemy, even if they
were shight. After the arrival of the
Sixth Battle Squadron we felt that they
wera practically nil.”

Added Last Touch
To Allied Fleet

A splendid fighting unit in itself, the
Victory Fleat, each of its larger parts a
mighty floating fortress, added the final
touch 1o the parfect seafighting machine
of the Allins, Thereafter the part of the
[oreez atb sea was but to stand by, grim
and detarmined—stripped for action, tow-
Bring over the Hun ae a4 mastiff watehes
al the rat hole, wearing away slowly but
sitely hy superior physical and moral
Prowess e morala of the Hun, while the
forees nn land hattored away at his de
fonsey, That ane the not less important
Work which the emaller craft parformerd
'h extablishing tha! unbreakahln algrng
lane weroms the Atlantie throtigh which
e manhong of Aot he
Heran comploted the cambined mavement
N land and aea which mada rife tha
famocruny nf Lhe waorld

The histary of tha Vietary Flest e
maing ts he written In detail, When it
W finaily complated and given to the
world it will he, however d reary to fight-
g men who pina for aetion—the rosr of
the big guns and the shriek of the pro-
Jectile—one of thrilling interest to the
American people, not the least remark-
8ble feature of which will he that after
Bxlesn months of warfare in the great-
3t war the world hau ever seen the ships
Peturn victorious, hearing an equal share
in the giory of having defeated the great-
. warrior since Napolean, without the

" Frimmey)

of & man in battle and without hav-
ing fired a shot,

the old scissors grinder in Brown-
ing, they have no story to tell, these re.
“gabs” of the Vietory Fleet, vet
Ahey stood by from that day in April,
.L_l!!-?, when Bims assumad command over

b until November 21,

T | Pt

1918, when the | fied watchfu) waiting.

]

first of the German ships surrendered;
and there was not @ day in between that
they were nnt ready for fight at the drop
of the hat; and there is not a man on the
returning ships who will not agree that
a fight Is preferable at any t.me to
standing with guns primed and ready at
the gateway through which the foe is
afraid to emerg:,

As ever with the navy, it was on the
job just a little ahead of the opening
of the show. March 24, [917, Admiral
Sims, accompanied by Conmimander J. V.
Bahcock, sailed out of New York under
aszumed names, bound for Europe, in
look over the sijuation. Any one who
knows those two gallant officers is aware
that they had no taste for that secret
wneuvre.  Far better, in the view of
all mavy men. to have sailed out—the
full fleet in*heing—hattle flags lashed to
the masthead, full speed ahead and
straight for Heligoland Bight.

America Acted While
Germany Wondered

Which would have been magnificent,
but not war a= it i= now played, for as
it turned out, the war which was ex-
pected broke after Sims and his com-
panion had landed safely in Mngland,
and the plans for America's naval par-
ticipation i the struggle had already
been formulated and the ships were en
route hefore Germany fully realized that
the might of the United States had at
last been entered against her.

0f the events which foliowed nn the
seq, so secretly did the powers niove
there is yet no complete and accurate
record.  Lacked up in the vécords of the
Navy Department, in process of slow
compilation by a force of twenty his-
torvians, is the full story of what the
navy did. But we know from what is
no longer a secret that Germany at the
period of our entrance into the war had
reached the apex of her sucress, and Tar-
ticularly on the sea; though her Grand
Fleet was not venturing out, her mas-
tery through the relentless use of the
U-hoats was virtually complete.

When the United States entered the
war the Allies were at the end of their
resnurees,

What followed, when it is told in de-
tail, will add another brilliant chapter
to the everlasting plory of the American
navy. How, on land, t¥: thratile was
thrown wide apen and the signal for full
speed ahead was given in navy vard,
factory, hoiler and machine shop—how
the flower of American manhood donned
the hlue of the seafighter, and all the
ingenuity, power, might anid resouree of
the natitn were thrown into the task of
vindicating the traditions of the navy,
are all part of the tale that will be told.

Navy wards were stripped hare of
shipe—even those that had long bheen
permanently laid up and whre randy
for the serapheap heing pressed into
commission. The merchant marine was
hurried inta the bhreach, The American
fag aenin hegan to illumine the gaven
seds, hul converging  alwayve townrd
thit atage tormed Lhe wat fuhe, where
whd helng enpetod (ke ttugedy of the
refituries

The problem was (o digpose of (he
subimarine, and Yankeo shill w1 anoe
devised the subimarine chnser, Yankes
IEenuity equipped the chuser with b
depth bamb,  Torth fared the thiseers,
like  wwarms  of WREDE, With Lhem
the destroyers wnd torpedo bonts, and
preceding these (he dreadnoughts and
the battleships and the erulsers—all of
them filled with the pent up desire of
two vears' slundir}g to have it out with
the Hun.

In their wake, near them always,
guarded and protected by the big and
little bhrothers of the fleet, went the
marchant ships, not ctargoed now, ps
of old, with those bulging holds of mer-
chandise for profit, but laden with the
precious lives of thousands of young
American boys, destined for the task of
whipping the foe to his knees on land
while the navy held the Eate,

Ar has been said, the navy's part in
what followed was the part of & glori-

Bhips stripped

Admiral Meyer
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America passing in review, with the New York in the lead, just

and ready for action always, on that far
flung blockade of the German voast
line and surrcunding territory, the men
board, through tempest and calm,
through heat and cold, amid all the con-
ditions faced by these that go down to
the ses in ships—driving rain and hlind-
ing snow storm, hurricane blows, moun-
tainous seas—day after day, month
after month, were constantly on duty,
their nerves at tension point, waiting
and watching alwavs; called at dead of
night to man the guns on false reports
that the enemy was coming out, romain-
ing with shotted guns waiting for the
command to tire through the long
night watches—patient, cager, ready—
sentinels of eivilization, begging, plead-
ing, hoping, praying, swearing for the
enemy that never camne.

How necessary it was for the Ameri-
ran and that ineludes
every man on board, from the high com-
mand to the the stokehale—to
be ever ready for the call during those
sixleen months of nerve destroying wait-
ing 18 ndicated thie orders under
which the fleet, the main body of which
was attached to the Hritish flect,
was operated.  Never during the whole
periad of thal sorvice in the wir zane,
\\'Il'i'. inconsonuential exceplions,
they given more than fout houra in
Muany timea ordere came calling
back into the line within two houts nfter
davking for supplies and overhauling
Antd this sxpactation of immediata o

on

bluejackets —

man in

!r:.'

now

WOt
prond

ghips

defa 1o “sleam’ —the navul tetm fog
shovitg off ar gelting under way ol
down nll shore lenve 1o Lwo hours

Fovedey andeed swiis Che minn whio gol it
el ahare ety

Jackle Was Always
On the Job

Oy dupd the aid b tuen
the  trenched, wnd  forthwith was 1o
lieved for o period of "rest and recren-
tign. Devhaps he even gol a chanee to
visit Paris. At leasl, the tension under
which he labored was relieved; Ke got
a breathing spell. But Jackie wus al
ways on the job. And it is declared
to be a fact that there were hundreds
of gailors who sailed out from American
home ports with the ships of the line
that flever, except once or twice, set
foot on FKuropean terrvitory during the
entire length of the war, and most of
thoge that did got ne further than the
parte, where they touched for supplies,
and had their liberty cut short by the
implacable order to stewrs up and re-
turn to the bautle line,

s lder

| Every minute of the day and night
the ships were required to be ready for
immediate action with the enemy. No
matter to what point the ships were or-
Here maintained

Crws

1 me wateh was
on the deeks and the gun
standing by,

were

Renr Adnmiral Rodman, eominending
the Sixth Division of the Sivth Buttle
Bquadron, which was the official desig-
nation  of the American fleet, thus
praphically deseribes the nature of the
duties to which {he Americans were
usaigned

“As one of the two so-called fast
wings.” he giys, “we would take station

, it the head or rear of the whole batt]e-

ghip force when gaing into action. As
matier of fact, on one aceasion, when
we came within o few miles of cutting
off from its hase and engaging the Ger-
man fleet, the digposition was such that
the: American hattleship division would

it

have been in the van and have lad into
action had the enemy not
and taken prefuge behind his
fenees, as usual, before we could catch

avoided no-

lion tle -

him

“IWowas our pelicy to go after him
every time he showed hig nose oufeide
nf ‘his ports, no matter when or whepe,
whether in gingle shins, by division, o
his whole fleat-—<out we went, tlav et
night, ain o Bhine  (and thspe was
mighty 1ittle davlight and much less
ghifne in the wititer miatiths) Iy High
nt blosw Iow, and chase him hock to his
Tiale

Satlor Fritz Never

Went Far From Haome

AL thie while, theye whas the pel of

wstibonprines to he puntidel aguinst, tha
menaee of ni greaeks, the duniger of &
T lae

“Inoouwr oporations in o the North 8ea "
anbel the wdmiral, were frequently
attucked hy submarvines nnd our battle
ships  had numerous narrow  escnpes,
often only through prompt and skilful
handling.  Onee, when guarding a con-
voy of forty vessels on the coust of Nor-
way in midwinter, a buneh of haatile
submarmes fired six torpedoes at ua,
Agnin only our vigilance and instanta-
neous manweuvring saved us, but by a
very narrow margin,”’

Admiral Rodman also tells of the rig-
arous natural conditions with which the
flaet, had to dontend while it was dis-
charging these more strictly warlike -
tiee.

“IE would be superfluous,” saye he, “to

] mention the detnils ‘of our operations in

o

¢ to sea on all but instant not

B entrol Nguy Phate Scrifoe: N

before leaving British waters for home

the North Sea, or ta go into the mattér
of the rigorpus climate, when the latitude
iz north of Bitka, Alaska, or about equal
that Petrograd; or the terrvific
weather, the cold, the sleet, snow, 1ce and
heavy seas; the arduous and dangerous
navigation, the continuous erusing

1o Ot
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close formation at high speed, without
lights, where the winter nights lasted
eichteen hours, or the dangers of the
minefields—our pwn, semetimes, as well
as those of the enemy —or the repeated
attacks of the submarines on ouy batile-
ghips, which I have mentioned, and the
never ending vigilanee of the whole flaet
for its readiness to put

and the necessity

One gets m vivid picture of the hersie
afforts of fleet in the
deseription thus presented by Admiral
Rodman,

While the big shipg of the line thus
kept wateh and ward, the hitile fellows
wers "HEEIE"lj. If not 1 more II"I'1]_rF\F'|llHT,

of the men the

dangerons and maore
thizagreenble, tasks.
duty was constant throughout the war

period, and likewise the ceaseless search

at least in

more

'atrol and convoy

for sitbmarines. This latter servive was
retidered by the destrovers and the sub
marine chasera, They were vonstantly
g0, ANSWering nf distress
from ships at sen which had been at-

o thre ralls
taclied by stbg or had ran afonl of a
mine:  Or they were bringing in sfores
of Amdrican transpors,
uff the
ks

being repofled hourly ta the naval bases

OF they were

atirl Irigh conel in

af auhs

darling in

BREAT N aelivilies were

The Joek whose Lol wae cast ghosrd
afie of these stialler craft put up with
ineanveriences gl sulferings which

vhrpied him a D, 8 0, svery tine he put
e, Winter storme o the  lvish
codsl stand great lnera on their heam
ends.  Thege

Ly

little wasps and hornets
of the Neet were a2 corke n the tem-
pestunus waves. Men on watch were

lashed to rail and deck. Henvy woollen
underwear, wind and rain proof trousers
and jackets and heavy rubber or leather
hoots ill served the purpose for which
they were designated in the regulations.

While the men on board the dread-
noughts and the battleships were sitting
down to hot chow in comfortable mess
rooms, the “gobs" on the chusers and the
destroyers were anafching a cold bite
from a can, drinking cold coffee, mixed
with sea water. and calling themselves
fortunate. Their slecping quarters were
frequently awash, even if sleep were
possible, for what with the tremendous
motion of the seas and the war-time

.

By Centval News Fhotn Ssvvice, N. T.

When the German armada passed under the yoke. §
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necessity which forbade them more than
four hours of sleep at a stretch, sleep,
like warm meals, 2 warm suit, a bath or
a shave, was a luxury not to be indulged
m until the job had been put over.
Major Randolph (Coyle, of the Marine
Corps, who saw active sorvice with the

fleet throughtout the war, =avs of the
men who sdrved on the submarine
hasers.

“These men have stood on ppen decks
while the cold winfer hurricanes of the
North Sea tossed their craft about like

=p many cark Waves would dash over
the tiny vessels with such foree that it
often  bevame necessary for men on
walch to rope themselves Lo the decks.
It was d rarve trip when the men were
not required to put in two hours out of
every »ix, day after day. Meals were
out of the auestion. for on these ships
it 15 unpossible to conk when the sea gets
up a hit. Canned soups. eold, and canned
meats were all that the men could get.
Cpffer was generally marde before the
ship left port, and this was dished out
as lomg as 1t lasted. After that nothing
resembling coffee appeared on the hap-
hazard menus,

“Ordinarily the ship's schedule called
for five days at sea and two hours in
of ‘re=t" put to
ing the ship for the next deep
If an 8§ 0 S message came
4 submarine was reported in a
nearby section. the ship would be or-
dered out immediately. When a division
destroyers was on duty, it would
leave France or Ireland to meet a CONVoY
of transports about 500 mi at sen, The
destroyvers would form a shaped pro

port, with those two hour

overhau

583

unt.

LI,

of

tection running in front of the troop |

ships. Always they threw up s heawvy
smoke screen as they zigpzagged their
course into port.”
Is First Reception®
To Little Scrappers

Incidentally, while the men of the

dreadnoughts and battleships, for the
most part, enjoved’ the hospitality of
New York last December, when Admiral
Mayne brought the big fellows home, the
reception which will begin in New York
on Tuesday will be the first recognition
which the boys of the little SETApPPers
have recelved since the Tnited States en-
tored the war.

Fuollowing the arrival of the Liberty
Fleet ?

in European waters forty sih-
murines ware disposed of  Mayhe not
all by the Americans. But with their
toming the submarine gradually oceased
tn be a factor. And while the little
fellows  econvoyed  and  reseued and

[ durfed ‘hither and won after the sub
mariies gatting them, tao— the hig

fellows, augmenting the Grand Fleet of

the Allies, gave that final weight and
numbet which made the result inevil
able,  The grim, silent, dogged watch
follovedd With the hig  polivemiah
Just  outeile the  dony, the tHminnl
lared ot Yentire ot His margle
shEEed His men frosEyr  lay |:|r;|r il
Ueelong, ke g witkiered nem And all
Lthe while o land the aleisy, EERinE
provess wae nder wey which eventu
wled In the armistice gnd (hat epoeh
mavking event |n naval warfave when
the sen might and power of u Ereat

navion was sullenly rvelinguished to the

Engmy, without a single shot having

pean exchanged
The part the Ameriean ships would
have played in the major battle for which
all hands had hoped is indicated hy the
position Admiral Rodman indicates they
held in the line. Six of the ships which
are due in New York on Tuesday served
in this line of honor. These are the New
York, Texas, Wyoming, Arkansas, Flor
ida and Delaware. The squadron, under
command of Rear Admiral Rodman, went
to the war zone in November, 10917
The Pennsylvania was the flagship of
the fleet during the continuance of the
war. It flew the flag of Admiral Mayo,
. but did not operate in the war zone. The
| Utah, Nevada and Oklahoma, in addition

| to those named, however, all saw service
on the battle line. The Arizona arrived
in the zone just after the armistice was
signed. All participated n the surren-
der of the German floet

The vizit of the flaet will bring to New
York more than 40,000 men and officers
who saw active service in Eu ropean wat
ers during the war. Of the more dis
tinguished officers, from Admiral
Sims, Admiral Mavo, Admiral Bodman
and those heretofore named, there stand
out the ecommander of the Pennsvivania
Captain Nulton, who was commandant of
the Annapolis cadeis at the time of his
appointment to the higher command

Rodman's Flagship
Was the New VYork

Hear Admiral E. W, Eberle, in comn-
mand of Division Five, was until a few
months ago superintendent of the Naval
Academy. Captain T. J. Senn of the
North Dakota was until the latter part
of October assistant chief of the Bureau
of Navigation. Rear Admiral Hugh
Rodman was in comimand of forces off
the coast of France during the war, th
New York being bis flagship. Captain
Twining of the Texas was throughout
the war one of the principal aids to
Admiral W. 8. Benson, chief of opera-
tions. Captain I, R. de Steigeur of the
Arkansas was, until his present appoint-
ment, chief of staff to Rear Admiral N,
R. Usher, of the Third District.

Every man who was with the fleet on
the other side will remember the Texas
and her homegoing pennant, and if ghe
decides it on her visit to New
York it will be one of the curinsities
of the fleet. For when the fleet pulled
looked long enougk
reach around the State of Texas.

The visit of the New Mexica will be
eresting for the fact that it will bring
Vice-Admiral H. B. Wilson, who was in
command of the forces
France during the war.
held the

tn ex

out to sea 1t tn

operating in
It was he who
remms and guided the destinies

of the work along the coast on land and
in the air, and under whose direction
grew those great ports of activitiez in

handling Ameriean traops—St. Nazaire
and Brest, commanding officer of
the New Mexico is now Captain A. L.
Willard, who has just taken charge,
coming from a successful and brilliant
direction of the navy yard and. gun fae-
tory at Washington throughout the war,

Captain W. A. Moffett, commanding
officer of the Migsissippi, will ever he
remembered as the man who put the
navy on the map in the West. It was
under his adniinistration that the Great
Lakes Training Station hecame one of
the marvels of the new navy and an #n-
ending source of supply of fine typer of

bLtvs, who made gond wharever they weare
Eent

The

Melville Flagship
OF Admiral Sims

The Melville wae theoyghoyt the =gy
anchored Bt Quesnstown, and though Ad
miral Hime made his heudquarters g,
London, it was officially his fagship, It
now carries the flag of Resr Admiral O
I'. Plunkett, who {= the man whoss
genius organized and built the rallwgy
trains that carried the hig NAVY gUns
inte Belgium and, after getting them
there, made them felt in a way Cer-
many still remembers.

Nearly all the destroyers included in
this remarkable list of fighting ships
BAW active service during this WAr.
Among those who will come on the
destroyers and are well known in New
York is Captain W. T. Conn, who be-
fore taking command of the Dixie was
commander of recruiting in New York
Uity.  Another is Commander B. Me-
Candless, whn was nne time aid te
Secretary Daniels.  Another 5 Come-
mander A. 8. Carpentar, who, in come
mand of the Fanning, captured the first

German submarins,
|
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