Donald Ross Was Read

ly

For Pearl Harbor Attack

'-Full Steam The sallor kept hlS battlmg Nevada on the go

Ceidaiuatd
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‘For Donald Kirby Ross, prepared- |

nesswas away oflife,

ANavyWarrantofﬁcermachunstf' o

on the battleship Nevada in 1941,
Ross embraced his respons:bﬂmes
for keeping the ship powered and

the crew protected, regardless of

theconditions.
Those conditions exploded on
Dec.7,1941,and Ross wasready.

For his actions during the Japa- -
nese attack on Pear] Harbor, he re~

cewed theMedal of Fonor.

- Daughter Penny Ross told Tom
Vogt of the Columbian newspa er

in Vancouver, Wash.,, this year

her father pracnced his tasks blmd- _

folded, . -+ -

- That training became a matter of .
life and death on the day of the at- -
tack as Ross C1910-92) had-to keep -
the ‘forward dynamd roomy’s en-

gmes and generators operating, He
did it while blinded from smoke
that also jarred breathmg in heat
thatreached 140 degrees,

If the Nevada lost power in the

forward dynamo; the ship would -
be a sitting duck, helpless against

the Japanese aerial assault. Tts anti-

aircraft guns would be compro- -
tiised, and communications would
be lost teo; Ross’ efforts prevented '

the damaged ship ﬁ-emsuﬂang

- Every ship saved Wasv;g al, as the

e of hiscour agequs self-
lessness ‘“When his station in the o

leaye that-station ‘afidBerformed ,
#ll the duties hinself unﬁl bhnded D

X S.o .Se-id Ross

and unconscious.”

“He had tiained for that almost' o
on his own,” Vogt teld IBD. “Ross -

was preparing for something he
didn’t know was going to be com-

A E Lesson _Wl]} cat _carry

W “I didn't think abou fea
', Iwas frightened, but fear
didn’t control me. The mest
important thing wasmy .
‘men and the ship. These
‘were more importanttome -

‘ than my own [ife.,” :

| Ross' Keys :
- [ Receive Medal of .
Horior forvalor during the .

attack onPearl Flarbor. |
'I‘he guided- eussxle deg&rew .

ferred powerthere. -

| from his- ﬂagshlp, ;
: _=,0glala, -ordered

-"—Shl},'? teady fo- mov

‘way,” recalled J’o ph Taussig, 3

~ ingback.”

A

B “Some of these glory-
hungry people, they want

~ everything for themselves,

nient. The re “dyna.m OOm was
in better cundman ¢

Ross kepthis 27 men fo, used on

running generators ‘and air com-.
. pressors to give the Nevada powar
 tofireits gunsand shipoff.

Rear Adm. William Rea Fur%ong,

even’ ~while- Jepan 5¢ "di eft*hjt-

uts ':e keptﬁr-

officer op thes slnp,
Fire raged o the Nevad a,butthe

ship’s gunners refused to leave .

their weapons. Every one of the .
ship’s giin captains died, as did half .
oftheinitial gunners.




ng, but he wanted to make sure he
iad every, ability to do the job, even
indér somé pretty disastrous cir-
ymstances.”

Ag Kent IﬁeLbng wrote in “War’
Ieroes,” “On Dec. 7, nio other ship
ought back,harder than the Neva- - -

la”

Ross” daring provlded the sh1p’s
sower for the fight. In April 1942,
tdm. Chester Nimitz. presented

R0ss with the Medal csfHonot‘ The %

sdtation furtherreads:
“For d1si:1ngu1shed conduct inthe

ine of his profession, extraordi< -

1ary courage and disregard of his
ywn life &urmg the attack on the

7leet in Pear] Harbor, Territory of

Hawaii; by Japanese forces:'...
Uponbeingrescued and resuscitat-

sd, he returned and secuivred the for- -
Ward dynamo reom and proceeded -

othe after dynambroem wherehe
was later again rendered uncon-
scious by exhaustion. Again recov-
ering consciousness, he returned
to his station where he remained
until directed to abandon it.”

“I love my men and I love my
ship,” Ross told a newspaper to-
ward the end of his life. “They

came first. They’re more unpar»

tantthanTam.”

- Ross went on to have a top Navy

career. With the Nevada, he helped
supportthe Normandy D-Dayland-

ings of June 6, 1944, After thewar, -
Ross served ds,the Nevada’s chief

engineef in support of two atom.
bomb tests at Bikini Atollinthe P
cificin 1946, He served onthe cart

er: Kearsatge during the Korean -
War. Afterr;smgtoﬂlerankofcap- :
..y - master Bob Sedberry, not knowing

tain, he retired in 1956. -
Ross wrote two books on Imlxtary
heroes with his wife, Helen. The

couple married in 1942, had four -

children and ran a daury farm in

Washington state. He also quke_

publiclyonAmencanh:stmyd _
“Ross was born in Beverly, "

and enlisted in the Navy in 1929.

Demonstrating deep commitivient

to duty from the start, he graduated

with honors from boot camp, com-
pleted machinist mate school first
in his class and joined the Hender-
son, & transport shu:-

| B “We're ateam, andlt’sa

_ pet underway when smoke filled

B SIS

and if there’s anything I

detest, it's that kind of a
‘leader.” -

- B “Ifyouhavea good man -

" doing a hell'ofa good job,,

he needs recognition —
‘whether he’s a sailor or a

young apprentxce i

" team on aship that makes -
- itaheroicship.”

For Ross, Dec. 7, 1941, sort of -

- began on Dec. 5. That was the date -
_the Nevada and fellow battleships

Arizoa and Oklahoma retuinedto

"Pear] Harbor - after. conducting

night battle practice inopen ocean. -

. 'When Ross relieved his superior

at midnight on Saturday, Dec. 6, he
was ordered to “put the engine
room on alert. We need to be ready
to answer bells with only a half-
hournotice by morning.”

Little did they know how good
the timing of their drill would be.
Normal time to get a battleship up
and running from a cold start was

3-1/2hours. -

By 5 d.m.on Dec. 7, Ross had two
bozlers in ready condition and two

- more aboutto comeonline.

d Blasted

Four more bombs hﬁ: the Nevada.
Ross; standing under a ventilator,
recetved a blast of fire into his face.

_His left eye was blinded, his rlght
1 ‘eyeburning fromsmoke.

- He wis knocked into a daze but

- recovered- and realized that his’
- |- men were in the cross hairs of
| - death: “Get out, men! Get the. hell

outofheret” .

* He said decades iater, “T had to
get my people out of there and run
those pieces of equipment so the

. shipwouldn’t die.”

' “Thebatﬂeshlp sverysurvival de-
pended on the efforts of the brave

“youngofficer,” DeLong wrote,

Alone in the forward dynamo
room, Ross couldn’t see anything
due to the black smoke and his eye
injuries. FPortunately, he told De-
Long, “I could find my way any-
where in thatroomby feel alone.”

Ross was now a one-man crew.
He tried to get the power trans-
ferred from the forward genera-
tors. .

Just as Ross switched the power,
he was heard to say over radio
transmission, “God help me.”

‘When he was rescued from the

' compartment, he was unconscious

The Battle
It was 7:55 a.m, when the Japa-

':Jnese attacked. “Bombs began hit-:
“ting American planes on the
ramps, andgas,tankswereblowmg. ,
; - explosion. So back into the for-

erywhere i DeLong otet,"HeIl_

“Ross raced to the eng‘me room -
andtook charge of it. Chief Quarter-

of the nighttime drill, could not be-
lieve it when Ross said they’d beun-
derway in 30 minutes.

Disaster came at 8:05 am., when
atorpedoripped aholein the Neva-
da nearthe forward dynamo room.
Theship tookonwater, '

‘Twominuteslater cameatremen-.

" dous explosion on the Arizona,

which was moored to the Nevada’s

bow. Eleven hundred sailors died

‘on thatill-fated ship. '
“The Nevada was almost ready to

and not breathing. Artificial respi-
ranonhelpedhimbounceback .
Ross now realized that the ex-
haust in the forward condenser
was not secured. It could cause an

ward dynamnio he went, back into

-the smoke and heat that nearly had -

killed him. He managed to find the
cutoffvalve and save the ship.
- At 9:40 a.m;, while still in the har-

" bor, the Nevadabeached itselfnose

first. The landing prevented the
ship from sinking,

“‘Ultimately, the ship was repaired
and continued to fight in the war.

~ The price that day, though, was

57 sailorsdead.
The morning of Dec. 8, Ross went

“to sick bay. Eventually ]313 mght

clearedup. .

Ross died at age 81. The sailor’s
‘ashes were scattered at sea from
his beloved battleshlp N evada.
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