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|
Editor Who Perished in the Titanic Shed

Light on the British-German *“War

Scare'’ and

Austria and Italy, united by the Triple

inlerest and value at the present time
| —

Beeaune t/ormany, backed by her allies of the Triple Alliance, is building
many batllesiips, Fnglish atatesmen have become alarmed,
from London say that Great Britain's naval estimates for the coming year
will exceed $250,000,000, an increase of nearly $30,000,000 over 1012, This
may be conatrued as an admission that Kngland sees the menace of a growing
German navy and for purposcs of peace must ever execed it in alre ngth. It
was along these s that the late William T'. Stead was intervicwed in London
before he atarted on his fatal voyage on the Titanie.
the Balkans, which threatened to precipitate a general Evropean war a short
time ago, have causcd speculation concerning the attitude of the great Powers
in the cvent of an international confliet,
> Alliance, would he opposed by Greap
Britain, France and Russiu, drawn together by mutual interests, it is conceded
that the question of peace or war will always rest largely with the British and
German governments, The situation therefore makes the inferview of special

[ts Cause

Reecent advides

Recent developments in

While it is admitted that ttermany,

J

ILLIAM T. STEAD, long fis |
mous as the editor of the Re- |
vicwe of Reviews, was regarded |
as an authority on interna- |

tional questions and was especially con-
splcuous as an advocate of the voaee |
movement,. The Interview T securs d|
with him in London just before the | |
fated voyage of the Thanle embod!
the last expression of his views on Brit-
ish-German relations and {ts publicatlor
ata time when war and rumors of wars |
are current Is of unusual Interest ard
importance.

At the time Mr. Stead went Into the
whole subject of the supposcd enmity |
between Germany and Great Biritain and |
dlscussed the reason of thelr present
naval rivalry. He also explained why, |
although a man of pe 1 belleved in
England’s malntalning the strongest
navy In the world.  Incldentally he
threw some light on the guestion of
what might happen in a BEuropean cons
flict by repeating statements that had |
been made to him by cer 1in statesmen |
with whom he had discussed the ques- |
tlons of peace and war. And these states |
ments are astonishing,

In the course of my talk with Mr, |
Btead he bepan by saving that he had
felt Inclined to condemn Italy's selzure
of Tripoll as unjustifinble, and through
peace societies and in other wayvs he had |
endeavored to secure the reference of |
the questions at issue to the Hague tri-
bunal. The conversation then turned to
the question of the alleged 111 feeling be- |
tween England and Germany, its cause |
and its probable result, |

Mr. Stead, who was In excellent spirits !
and full of vivacity, Very ears
nestly on this tople, walking up and|
down his office and occasionally stop-
ping to emphasize gome polnt, He was
especlally strong In his condemnation of
what he called yellow journal methods, |
and was evidently convineed that cers
tain English and German newspapers
were largely responsible for stirring up
enmity betwoon the two countries,

spoke

“If one were to belleve what appears
In gome of these newspapers” he res-
marked, “the  concluslon  would be
reachod Inevitably that British i1 feels
Img toward Germany is deoply rooted
and that the two natlons record each
other with coolness and susplclon §if not
with positive hatred, On the othier hand,

there are plenty of sane people in hath
countries who are convinced that there
is absolutely no foundation for such an

fAea.
“What are the arguments of both
sldes? TIn the first place let us take

the anti-German view expressod in this
country. Those who are clumoring for
conscription in England and urging an
ageressive attitude toward Gormany are
convinced that the Germans are bent
on attacking England, conguering us
and breaking up the whole Diritish Eme-
pire. To keep out the Germans they
BAy W¢ must ralse an enormous stand-
ing army. Ask them why Germany is
80 anxious to conquer England and

| Improved systems of education and the

| German

Yicans entering our business fields,

why English people should dislike the

UNITED STATES BATTLESHIP PE

Germans and they will tell you it is
because of commercial rivalry,

“Of course nobody can dispute that
Germany hasg developed wonderfully in
the last twenty-five years, the value of
her imported raw and semi-manufacs |
tured materials having risen from $352,.-
GO0 000 o g]u'.jn-muuu_ while her ex-
ports of manufactured goods have In-
creased from §380,000,000 to £1.142,000,«
000, In mining and agriculture she has
also made marvellous advances, Keepe-
ing pace with this national progress the
physique and intellizence of the German
people have heen constantly raised by

beneficial side of compulsory military
service, More than a century of cone
stant struggling with the forces of na-
ture and the disabilitics of a central
European position have made the Ger-
man people into a highly educated, well
organized  military  nation of
H0,000,000 souls,

“This wonderful rise of Germany as
a manufacturlng country has naturally
brought her into conflict with England.
Markets which were once controlled exe
clusively by English manufacturers have
been succesfully invaded by Germany.
We even find German cutlery compets
ing in England with cutlery made in
Sheffield,  SBuperior as a lnguist, the
drummer g pushing German
commerce In lands where English trade
was formerly supreme, Thousands of
yYoung Germans, moreover, find employ-
ment In commercial lines In Eagland,
and as they usually work for lower sal-
& and compete with young Ilnglish-
men this has gerved to excite gome {11
will,

“At the same time it must be admitted
that American goods are selling exten-
sively In England and our colonles, and
we have an increasing number of Amer-
But
there s no sugeestion made by our
Jingos that this should be a pretext for
war with the United States, Germany's
commercial competition may be an un-
pleasant economice fact, but If it is con-
ducted fairly there s no good reason
for regarding it as an excuse for war. 0

“There are some English writers who |«
find still another reason for Germany's |1
supposed hostility to England. That s |«
a desire for expansion, Germany, they |1
sy, with an Increasing population, is
imed in and cannot form colonies b
» there Is no country left to colo= 1t

To provide means of subsistence |

over

for the German people and carcers for | fo
the rising generation new countries and | n

more trade, they argue, arce ne ury.
If England were only disposed of Aus- |r
stralia, India and the colonies of ITol- |
land and France would lie at the |
Kuaiser's feet,

“Alarmed by such arguments, many
Englishmen have become convineed that |t
the enormous development of the Gors
man navy that has taken place in recent
vears is aimed at England alone. They
are sure that If war should break out |1t

In my opinion it

were in the
W

fnﬂ\‘y. England, having no enormous
standing army, would be helpless, While

m this account there has been some
lemand for conscription, supported by
wrd Rolwrts and others, still the gen-
riul sentiment of the country s against

his form of national defence, Al-
sh L am a man of pence, neverthes
vxs 1 ofirmly believe in England maine

aining the strongest fleet in the world”
I asked Mre. Stead how he accounted
rthe prevadenes of the so-called Ger-
th war gcare among kng ‘n.

“I think,” he replied, “one of the chief
reasons for its existence the deter-
nination of a certain number of people
o deny that there Is any danzer at all,
is largely to the
wval rivalry between the two couns
rieg, T belleve, however, thid If we
position of the Germans
should try to have Lig a fleet
12 they are trying to get, for the reason
hat the Power which has a small fleet

is

due

as

and disaster should befall the British l;s practically a hostage in the hands of

8 designed the new United States
batileship Pennsylvania ranks

as the most powerful Iread-

nought built, building or au-
thorized by any of the great nava!
Powers. Ilven her immediate prede-
the O4lihoma and Nevada,
ar¢ admittedly the must por-

C.

fectly protected shipg yet plan.aed, win
be  outclassed,  Herp principal dimen-
sions are: Length over all, 625 feet;
heam, 97 feet, and draught, 29 feet, on a
displacement of 21,000 tons on tria!,
which is but two-thirds of her full load
displacement of 32,500 tons, She Is
3,000 tong larger than the Nevada,
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any PPower having a larger one. It is
different with armies, because the
pography of a country has much to do
with ftg defence, But a Power whose
navy surpasses that of another Power
has that 'ower completely ot its
mercy."”

“Do you think the Germans are In-
creasing thelr navy with any
eventually attacking England?

AE R .

“No"” replled Mr, Stead. *“I am con-
vinced that the Girmans are not baild-
ing a blg flvet with any such (nten-
tlon, but slmply because they do not
want to be at England's mercy, A
the same time they are far more in our
Jrower at the present time and more
dependent upon England's good will
than some yYears ago, because they hayv o
#lven such a large hostage to keep the
prace,

“The present German navy, althoush
it Is growing and becoming more fir-
midable, could nevertheless be bitten

The Pennsyivania's
of twelve 14 inch guns mounted
In four turrets on the centre lne of
the ship,  Wlth three guns in each
turret there is a fore and aft fire of
#Ix guny and a broadside fire of the
whole battery. There is a torpedo de-
fence battery of twenty-two five inch

armament con-

SISl

aung, which are carried mostly on the
maln deck about twenty-two feet above
the water line, In addition there are
four submerged 21 Inch torpedo tubes
and numerous machine and quick fire
FEUNS

The armor consists of a main belt

elghteen fect deep and fourteen inches

off at one bite by the British navy.
Cermany, In fact, has far more to feur
from England with the fleet which sh»

now has than when she had none. Then
we could not touch her, but now we
have something to attack T Gers

mans fully recognize this and say, ‘'We

are lke a crab that is growlag its
. . and as soon as we have our shell
fu grown we s=hall not be nervous
t ' But, It may be asked, when will

shell be grown? My reply i=, when
iany has a navy strong enough to
make England think twlice
attempts to wipe It out of existence,
“"The commercial point of view must

L)

before shin

also be considercd,” Mr. Stead con-
wed. “The Gersmans say, *We ha a
reat overseas commerce and the whole
rads cally to go throug
vhat row an English canal—
the Enzlish Channel—or around the
Jhetlands, and has to run the gant-

let of what mizht be called a series of
English naval positions stretching 400

| armor Is fourteen
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miles along the coast. England, too,
possesses at the present moment a fleet
which is twice as big as our own.' It
Ia natural, therefore, that the Germans
should feel that if they once have a fleet
which, without being equal to the entire
English navy, will nevertheless be equal
plus one to whatever fighting strength
the English Government might send
agalnst it on short notice, they will be
in a much more Independent position,

“It must be remembered that our Enge
lish naval force is denuded of a great

part of Itz strength through the ves-
gsels being scattered in different pai.s

of the world, while the Germans havo

practically all theilr ships at home.
Consequently they reckon that after
they have reached a certaii. degree of

naval strength, while they will not ba
able to overcome us, they will be abla
to look with a certain amount of equa-
| nimity upon a fight. Thelr whole alm, In
short, Is to restore the balance of
power.

“Now this is a perfectly reasonable
view, and I do not think that the Ger-
mans are Increasing thelr navy with
any definlte idea of Invading England,
selzing our colonies or destroving our
fleet.  They are simply strengthening
themselves in order to keep us out of
the temptation of swooping down sud-
denly on Klel and wiping out thelir fleet,
That 1s the German polnt of view.,”

“How do yop regard the Fnglish slie
of the argument?” T asked Mr, Sicad.

“That, of course, is an entirely differ-
ent matter,” he replied, “While it is
perfectly natural for the Germans to
wish to have a fleet which can face the
enemy at their gates, we can never
forget that the British Empire practl-
cally depends upon the Britlsh fleet:
that the Britlsh people are fed from
overseas and that all our manufactories
are kept at work by raw materials co:n-
ing over the sea. For us, therefore,
our actual predominance of power at
sea means life or death, We cannot, in
fact, exist as an Independent nation
unless we are lords of the sea. although
not necessarily in an offenslve sense,

“Agaln, there s the German army,
the most powerful fizhting machine in
the world, with roughly speaking ten
trained men to one Imperfectly tralned
British soldler. We do not mind this as
long as we have the command of the
seas, but whenever that Is lost we have
to fall back upin compuisory mi'itary
service, and even then we could not he
B0 gecure as we are now \\',‘h‘n we have
the command of fea.  Supposing
we armed and drilled every able bodied
man in Great DBritaln, nevertheless, if
Germany managed to get command of the
&eca she could starve us Into submlssion.

“England In that event would be In
the position of a beleaguered fortress
with no food and there would be no
need for Invading us. We should have
to surrender to avold dylng of starva-
tion. Therefore for us it is absolutely
necessary to maintaln not merely a
navy as strong as that of Germany
but one so much more powerful that
after sending out elghteen battleships
and other vessels to our overseas sta-
tions we can still have such a su-
rremacy of strencth as to render .
vnfte out of the question for the Ger-
mans to challense our predominancs in
our own Thls belng our position
we fully dotermined that when the Ger-
mans  started  to  build ships we
must, for the sake of our natlonal exe
istence, bulld two ships to thelr one.”

“Isn't it a fact that the British Gov-
ernment a few years ago trled to ine
dinea Germany to glow down on tals
nival competitlon?” T suggested,

“Yes," sald Mr, 8tead, “It is true that
diplomatle representations were made,
but nothing came of them. The matter
was also brought up at The Hague con.
ference. I had a talk with Herr von
Buelow and other German statesmen,
and explained the English view to them,
I told them that England had a certain

'
the

CIRE

degree of supremacy over the German
navy and wanted it to be guarantee
by an International agreement to th:
effect that no Power would spend an:
more money on Its navy than was be-
ing expended at that time. They said
‘That's all right for you, but not for us.

“I quite expected that answer and
could only add that the present statu
quo would be maintained, and if |
could be maintalned by an Internationa
agreement both countrles would save
millions of money whileh would other
wige be spent. ‘If you won't enter int
this agreement,’ T sald, ‘both countrie
will spend so much money In nava

|

competition that In the course of a fov
years, when we have spent many mill
fong, thelr position will be exactly wha
it was at the start.” T am agninst a)
kinds of expenditures for army or navy
but we know very well that for Englan
it is a matter of life and death, and w
shall spend our last penny rather thar
gacrifice what we conslder to be the
Indispensable condition of our natlona 4
safety.”

“Why is it,” T asked Mr. 8tead, “when
there {8 such a thorough understanding
of the respective positions of the tw
countries, that a constant agitation ex
ista in England concerning the increase
of the German navy?”

“The explanation Is simple,” he re
plied. “When the Liberal party ecam
into power its leaders were pledeed to
lower rates of taxation and also o re.
duce armaments, which latter they as-
gerted could be arranged by interna-
tional agreement. When this was found
to be impossible and the idea of reducing
the navy was found to be unpopular, an
agitation was started to eall attention
to the rapidly increasing German navy
and the German armaments, And it is
impossible to do otherwlse when you
are dealing with the mass of the people
This did not tend to promote gond feel.
ing between the two countries, and there
has been a further danger in the sit-
uation because we have a large element
In England in favor of conscription,

“Now, no nation has ever adopted
conscription before being invaded, be-
cause the curse of it is so great that the
people naturally object to it. Conse-
quently, the advocates of the conscrip-
tion idea have to hold up the scarecrow
of a German navy devastating and an-
nexing England in order to galn ap-
proval for their scheme. Thus we have
had a conflict of opinion in England.
with the hig navy men trying to break
down the opposition of the little navy s«
men and the conscriptionists trying to
force conscription on the country,

“The real state of German feeling on
this subject was clearly expressed by
an eminent German statesman. In ex-
plaining Germany's position to me he
said:

“‘We don't want to invade England
but to keep England within bounds

England is getting too big for her boots
and we want to have a navy large
enough to make England pause when-
ever she wants to quarrel with anm
other Power, because our navy will
always be in the market.,'"” '
For several years Mr. Stead took a
foremost part in seading delegations of
representative Englishmen to Germany
and bringing over to Enzland delega
tions of Germans, the idea being to pro
mote good will between the two coun
tries. Parties of erman  mayors
editors, clerzymen and others visited
England and were given a cordial re
ception, English editors, civie officials
and clergymen afterward returned the
visgit and were cordially greeted in Ger-
many. Delegations of workmen also ex-
changed visits, Tn discussing this move-
ment, which he said had been attended
with great success, Mr, Stead remarked:
“When we went to Germany we had
a splendid time, and were cordlally re-

Continued on Eighth Page.

NNSYLVANIA, MOST POWERFUL DREADNOUGHT OF ALL THE NATIONS' NAVIES

thick, extending below the water line,
with transverse bulkheads athwartship
at either end of the belt, The barbettoe
Inches in thickness
and the sloplng port plates of the tur-
rets are elghteen Inches thick, with a
roaf of five inch armor plate.

The speed of the ship is to be a trifle
greater than that of her predecessors,

or about twenty-one knots, obtained by
4 somewhat enlarged engine and hoiler
plant, although the fining of the hull
llnes by the extra forty feet of length
will go far to offset the Increased load.
Another Important feature is the larger
fuel supply, with its resultant Increase
in radlus of action

The building of this ship will accupy

three years, The cost of the hull, ma-
chinery and equipment will be £7.260,
000 and that of the armor $3,000,000
more., To these two fizures, making o
total of over $10,000,000, must eventually
be added the cost of the guns, whict
will approximate $1,000,000, thus mak
ing the total cost of the vessel over
$11,000,000.

Although a Man of Peace He Was an .4
Earnest Believer in the Policy of
a Big Navy for England



