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Admiral Mayo, in
command of the
American battle
squadrons on the
Atlantic, recog-
nized in the navy
as a keen thinker
and strategist, but
little known out-
side the serviceun-
til his work at
Tampico made
him an interna-
tional figure.

N the hands of a man whose record |
I in the navy has been unusually |
colorless from the lay polnt of |
view, with the single striking excep- |
tion at Tamploo, the destinies of the |

great Atlantlo fleet of the United |
Statea lle to-day. 1

But if the American battls squadron
ever (a able to get in contact with the |
vaunted ships of the Imperial German |
i navy, there is not A man in the entire |

N ! personnel of Uncls SEam's fleet who will |

\, Dot back Henry Thomas Mayo, the me-
nl served but self gufficlent commander
’ in chlef of the Atlantic aquadron, to
defeat the enemy in decislve faghion.

Admiral Mayo's somewhat unevent-
ful and inconspicuous caresr In the
navy of the United States has glven
the general publie, but not the men of
tive pavy, an erroneous impression of
his personality and abllity. He Jna
been described as a plodder, but he Is
far from that. The truth is that he
is one of the most capable and eM-
clent ofMcers In the Amerioan navy
and 18 so recognized by all his as-
soclates. His advancement has been
too rapid for a plodder, He 1= original
and a keen thinker and strategist.
Those who know him know that
when the opportunity offers he will act
with declsion and with effectiveness, as |
He aeted nt Tamplco,

Twa clrcumstances have aperated to |
ploud the pablle's opinion of Admiral
Maye. One Is Hig aversion to public- |
ity. e aways hos kept aloof ."h-ml
controversy amd never has gone about,
us some navul oMicials have, with the
eating of drums anid the sounding of
trumpets, lie has appeared to prefer |
to keep out of the public eye. Having |
heard of hitm so infrequently, um:i]
lately, the publlc has coma to think
that he could not at the most be above
the average of naval commanders.

Then, too, fata has been rather
miserly In giving him opportunities to
demonstrate his fithess for command.
; When the chance came at Tampleo
= /% In April, 1814, he promptly embraced
P& it and the people next day were nsking,

g “Who 1s this man Mayo, who dared,
without consulting the Navy Depart-
’ ment or any of his superiors, to de-

mand a salute from the Huerta Gove
ernment becauss some of the Ameri-
can sallors were subjected to the in-
dignity of arrest?"

It has been sald that gasolene made
Mayo an Internationul figure. ©On
Aprll 9, 1914, a puymaster of the |
17, 8. 8. Dolphin landed at the Iturblde |
Lridge landing at Tamplco with a
srhalehoat and boat's crew to get soms |
gasolene badly needed. While en-|
gaged In loading the boat the pay-
moster and two of his men were ar-
rested, notwithatanding the fact that |
they were unarmed and that the
whaleboat earried the American flag at
now and stern.

The men were afterward released,
but Mayo, who has ail the sensltive-
ness of America's old time sea heroes
where an affront i= offered to the Btans
" Stripes, demanded that the flag be
Nﬁl(‘d with especlal ceremony by the
military commander of the port. Then
tollowed the occupation of Vera Cruz
and the other events of the brief war
ugainst Mexico, which are still fresh
In the public mind.

Assoclates of Mayo gay that he was
an efliclent member of the navy from
the time he wus graduated from An-
napolls in 1872, The Admiral began
his naval caresr at the age of 16, when
he appeared as o candidate for An-
napolis on the appointment of Worth-
tngton Curtle Emith, a Representative
from Vermont, Four years later he
took the post of passed midshipman
on one of the old combination steam
and sall vessels, the Tennessee, and
within two years hud recelved his en-
slgn's  wiripe. Il inclinatlon for
selentifie work, which has since been
responsible for hls very thorough
knowledge of the man-of-war as a
fighting machine, led him Into such de- |
partments as the Const and Geodetle
Survey, the United States Naval Ob-

% mervitory and the naval branch of the
¥V Hydrographic Ofce at Port Townsend,
Washington.

Promotions are not rupid in the
American navy, but the Bpanish war
found Mayo a Lieutenant, a navy rank

rresponding with the rank of Cap-

in the army. But he was given
no especial opportunity to distinguish
 bimself in this war and he remained
ywnknown to fame. He was taken
from the U. 8. 8. Bennington after the
a*ar had beén In progress a few
months and given a position In the
13ureau of Equipment, where he served
with great advantagoe to the Govern-
"ment, but without attracting publio
notice,
i After the war was over he was as-
rpigned td, the battleship Wisconsin
swith the rapk of Lieutenant-Com-
‘smander, When he reached his Cap-
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Ataincy he was made commander of

he armoped crulser Callfornia, then
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IGHTING FLEET

The taskof holding

the nation’s first ol
lineof defence the
most difficult ever
-entrusted to a
naval commander
owing to the
lengthof coast line
he has to guard.
The ships he leads
range from super-
dreadnoughts to
little submarine -
chasers.
The recent conferencs between the

commanders of the British and French
nuval forces i the westorn Atlantic and

wie v al anthorities in Washington
will pronable lead to the United States
navy takine over the ebtire task af
patiolling the western Atlantle.  Thia

mieany toat Admirnl Mayvo's ships will
Lave ty eover an area reaching sotith=

SUPERDREADNOUGHT

PENNSYLVANIA , FLAGSHIP

OF THE FLEET.

. It was while Mayo was commandant
nt the Mare Island Navy Yard, near
San Franclsco, that Secretary Daniela
called him to Washington for the pur-
pose of discusalng vard construction,
Danlels was so {impressed by Mayo's
evident knowledge of his business that
he decided to keep him in Washington
and mnde him ald for personnel.

He was préemoted in 1913 to Rear
Admiral. He did not like duty ashore
particularly., In preparation for a
fing command he went to the Nawal
War College in Newport, It. I, and
after six weeks received his commis-
glon. Omly a few days later he was |
designated by Secretary Danlels to
take command of the fourth division
of (e Atlantle fleet, then In Mexican
wilters

An incident not generally Kpown
went toward confirming the conthlencs
thit Seoretary Daniels held in the
Roear Admiral. In the course of (he
Mexiean troulde Admiral Mayo sepved
notlee on the hattling Pederal,
Constitutionalists st Tampleo that he
hnd erepted a neutial zone ashore ami
that he woubl be vers much pleased
indeed If they would g0 elsewhers (o
shoot cach other up. Within the zone
was much vuluable property bolonging
to American anid DBritish citlzens, and
throug! the action of Admiral Mayo-
for li= directions were hepded by the
fighting factions—the property wns
saved from destruction

There has been a great deal of con-
troversy concerning the clroumstances
in which Mayo withdrew from befors
Tampivo, leaving American citizens to !
be rescued Ly warships of other na-
tionnlities, A clvilian olwerver wrote
Senator Laodze a letter shortly after
the Incident in swhich he sald:

“Cm April, 28, 1914, the Eceretary of
tha Navy lssued an nfMelal stateiment
iwhich we understand was masde In re-
sponse to an nquiry from the United
States Henate) regarding the with-
drawnl of the United States vessels
from before Tampleo to the mouth of
the I'anuen River, 1o that oMelal
statement Mr. Danlels =afd that our
vesspls wore withulrawn on the recome-
mendation of Admiral Mave and with
tha knowledee and approval of Ad-
miral. Badger, the Commander-in-
Chief, beenusa to maintain them there
longer woulil have endangered the
lives and property of the American
citizens there,

“Nothing is further from the truth,
and T cannot picture to you the con-
sternation which the reading of Mr
Danlels’'s statement mude m the fleet
or the effect it has had on Admiral
Badger and Admiral Mayo.

“The truth of the matter = that the
entire responsibility for the withdrawal
of Admiral Mayo's division rests not |
svith him but with the Navy Depart-
ment solely,

“Admiranl Maye never recommended
such a move and Admiral adoer
never wis Informed 1t was to bW made
until after the vessels had been with-
drawn and it was Imposgsible to retuen
up the river without provaking,the
hostilitica of the Mexi®ins there

“The Navy Department ordered Ad- S
miral Mayo to leave the Panuco River

on or about the morning of -April 21
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