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New Commander of Atlantic Fleet Wins P

Admiral Wilson’s Twenty-nine Years’ Service Marked by
Skill, Energy and a Courage Which Is Not the Kind
That Requires the Stimulation of Battle

By RICHARD WATKINS,
OR precisely ths same reason
F that Admiranl Henry Brald
Wilson 18 practically unknown
to the public, his blus flag with four
white stars now flles from the maln
itruck @f the great dreadnought Penn-
sylvania, flagehip of the Atlgntle fleet
Admiral Wilson had, up to the time
he stepped aboard the grim, gray
Nagship as commander in chief of the
Atlantie fleet, eluded to some“extent

Spunish war he earned another half
stripe, becoming a full Lieutenant.

It was as a “two striper” that he
served throughout that war, He saw
and assisted in the destructlon of Ad-
miral Cervera's fleet at the battle of
Bant , July 3, 1808, from the deck
of the battleship Indiana, then one of
the most powerful vessels the navy,

After that war, dut still'a Lieuten-
ant, for no chance to win fams inter-
rupted his usual but strictly executed
duties, he served as navigator and ex-
ecutive ofMcer on the battleship Ken-
tucky, the flagship of “Fighting Bob™

navy, both in gunnery and in seaman-
shi® in general.

urjng the intervals of duty and
command at sea Admiral Wilson had
several important posts ashore, While
in general charge of recrulting at the
oMce of the Bureau of Navigation in
Washington he {mtroduced new meth-
ods of securing men. He placed the
whaole work of recruiting men and of
handling the enlisted personnel on a
businesslike basls, a basls which,
though it since has been expanded tp
meot the Increased needs of the navy,
is still the rule In navy recruiting
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the ferce light of publicity. The
reason for this {8 that the navy s a
great fighting machine and Admiral
Wilson, from the time he entered An-
hapolis to last Monday when he as-
sumed the most Important post a
naval officer afloat may aspire to, has
been =0 efficlent a part that ths great
mass of tha people ashore never heard
of him, In the great navy machine,
Bs In all machines, it is the part that
breaks down that attracts attention,
Within the navy, among the officers
mnd gobs mfloat from New York Bay{
ko the China station and among the
burean chiefa in Washington, however,
the name of Admiral Wilson is well
known. His elevation to the highest
command afloat, leas than threa yedrs
pfter he became a flag officer, Is a

Inatter of real satisfaction, a proof
ghat the best man wins without fear
pr tavor,

“Afloat or on the beach,”™ ons naval
officer who hns closcly watched the
rareer of Admiral Wilson sald re-

antly in explaining his promotion to
he rank of Admiral: “Wilson hans the
knack of doing things just a little bit
Ybetter than the next man. He neves
has had a spectncular ehance, an op-
portunity to do anything startling, but
despite this misfortune he has gane
right ahead simply by dolng the
routine and every other sort of work
that was put up to him.”

Fatrolled Troops te Safety,

For the benefit of the uninitiated,
®ihe beach,” In the language of the
navy, Includes everything which is

not safely and naturally afloat on the
ocean. The Capitol and navy offices
In Washington, New York's far famed
iy line, and thee Grand Canyon are
all “on the beach” as far as the navy
is concerned

If a few American transports ap-
pronching the cnant of France, loaded
beyond the limits of safety with thous
rands of soldiers in the days when a
vingle company might mean the dif-
Ference between the fall and the aav-

Evans, whose name, on the roll of the
navy, but not in the mwuths of its oM-
cers and men, was Rear Admiral
Robley D, Evana The ship was then
on the China station. Admiral Evans
speedily recognized in Lieut. Wilson an
officer whose zeal, unfalling energy
and ofMcerlike smariness made him

¢ unusual, even with the high standard

prevalling In the American Navy,
respect  between  Admiral
Bob"™ and his junlor officer,

His first command, an event long
looked forward to, with its grave re-
sponsibfiity and its Indication of hard
won success In his chosen profession,
came in 1908, when with the rank of
commander, with threa broad gold
bands on his sleeve, he wys assigned to
the scout crulser Chester, the first of
the turbine ships of the navy. Later
he commanded the North Dakota, nlso
a turbine ship. Under him she became
one of the most efficlent shipa in the

“Faghting

There was a strong mutual liking and |

|

work. He also served ashpre as presi-
dent of the Board ¢f Inspection, which
not only Inspects the older ships, over- |
secs important repalrs, &c., but also |
surveys the new shipa of all classes to
make certain they come up to contract
requirements.

Admiral Wilson had reached the
rank of Captain in 1516 and had com-
mand of the great Pennsylvania, the
pride of the Navy, when the event
which was to reward him for his twen-
ty-nine years of unusually hard work
and close attention to duty came. In
that yewr Congress passed a law re-
quiring that officers above the rank
of Llsutenant-Commander should be
promoted by selection rather than by
senfority. Just how highly Captain
Wilson of ths Pennsylvania was re-
garded in the Navy s shown by the
fact that when the Selection Board,
composed of Rear Admirals, met In
December, 1916, Captaln Wilson was
ons of the six officers distingulshed by

-y

y :
THE BUN, SUNDAY, JULY 4 1908

e e e s P s T e e it s et e iitadld ol el £

I
HENRY B WILSO!

N 2 el il el iz i

“ “"-Imwurwl"'*'’l
NEW BOSS of The ATLANTIC FLEET,

A AP S

BTl Ll Ll ol al i e e e T e

V)

b\
R
-

Admiral. From that time on, when
selection, rather than senlority became
the rule, his rise was rapld, meteoric,
in fact,

When the United States entered the
world war Rear Admiral Wilson, as he

ywas then, was selected by the Navy

Department to command the patrol
forces of the Atlantic coast. He had
under him a miscellaneous assortment
of 100 craft of every varlety below tha
rating of armored crulsers with which
to defend the Atlantic coast and its
great commerce from the attacks of
submarines and raddors which Ger-
mans boasted would wreak havoo
among coastwise and transocean ship.
ping and might also shell our towns
It soon became apparent that the Ger-
man boast was only an emply threat,
but before this woas known Admiral
Wilson had organized his force,

An s00m R It became apparent that
our naval activities would be mainly
in BEuropean waters it was declded
that Rear Admiral Wilson and his

being selected for promotion to Rcml'I Later, when the United Btates en-

tered the war on a large scale and
began shipplng troops in large num-
bers to France to welgh down the bal-
ance of power for' the Allles, great
naval bases were establlahed along
the French coast.
Department plcked Admiral Wilson as
the man for the big job. In addition
to taking command of these many
new bases, an unfamilinr duty which
he handied as If he had been for years
preparing for just such a contingency,

charge of a large patrol force,
destroyars and gunboals met the
troopships at appointed rendezvous
several hundred miles at sea and
circled about them swift as projectiles
and just as deadly to the submarines
lurking beneath the surface, No trans-
port carrying troops to France falled
to make port after Admiral Wilson
bad become responsible for Ite safety.

The work of these patrol ships is only if conferred for acts of war,
but vaguely known, as ars the perils the judgment of Vice-Admiral Wilson, | decorations may be accepted to bo nots
they faced, but some wers torpedoed | his protection of the American trans-| performed in actual combat.
force would be of more value there |by the German submarines, and men | ports and administration of the naval | tims Tue Sty took occaslon to speal

|

1
|
|

Again the Nnv,\‘l

His | jeen

— =

ost Through Merit

|

Success in Convoying American Troops Bears Evidence -

of His Able Work in Great War—Honored by Allies as
Well as at Home, Modesty Leads Him to Dodge Glory

thoritlea was nm}ury. Whils Ad-
miral Wilson handled his own forcea
with great akill and energy. his co-
operation was so complete and friendly
aa to win, not only the respect, but
the love of the nch,

In August, 1918, when President
Wilson conaldered the activities of the
commanding offlcors In the war zone
with a wiew to rewarding those of ox-
ceptional marit, Rear Admiral Wil-
son's work attracted his particular
attention and he was promoted to
Vice-Admiml. Later President Poin-
care of France visited Admiral Wil-

#nd It s known there was at the time
every reason to belleve that the re-|
port reaching Brost was official, As
s00on ns It became apparent that such
was not the cass Admiral Wilson s
sund a terse statement of sixty-nine
words absolutely exonerating the news
associntlon and taking the full burden
of responsibility on himself, svithout
further explanation or excuse,

In this statement Admiral Wilson
sald: =

“The statement of the United Proas
relative to the signing of the armistice
wis mode publle from my office on

“We have now to add only that Ade
miral Wilson's frankness matches his
modesty, and it is obvious that his
courage is not of that kind which re-
quires the stimulation of battle te
bring it to the surface.”

For several months after the signe
ing of the armistice Admiral Wilson
continued his work In France, He re-
turned home on the U. 8 8 New
Moxico as she escorted President Wil-
son home on the George Washington
when he returned from France in
Fobruary., Upon his arrival here he
was assigned to the command of Bat-
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the American base and the \'0m-lﬂiﬂclni and authoritative mfnrl'mu'.nn.Inuuuhts of the navy,
He complimented |1 am In a position to know that the |
Admiral Wilson also was placed In | the commandant highly for his serv- | United Press and its representatives
Hubsequently there was con-|acted in perfeot good falth and that
on Admiral Wilson the Cross|the premature announcement wns the

operating from it,

ferred
of the Leglon of Honor.

But Admiral Wilson refussd to ac-
cept the crosa on the ground that he
felt the work ho was doing In France
dld not gualify him for the decorntion
ns the United State's Government's
standing orders provided that Amer-
lean officers may accept such honors
In

He was ordered to Gibraltar in June | of their crews went down with them,  bLases were not "acts of war.'"

1 I
|mn At Brest and inspected {n person | the basis of what appeared to be of- | tleship Forea 2

result of an error for which the
agency was in no wise reaponsible.' |
At that time Thr SUN, commenting
editorially upon the unusual and
courngeous announcement; sald con-
cerning his declingtion of the cross;
“The press despatchvs recording his
decision suggested that he concelved
the acts of war for which forelgn

At that

of the eassential, arduous and highly

made up of dread-
Hoe held this
post until June 80, when on the deck
of the Pennsylvania he read his or-
ders appointing him commander-ine-
chiof of the Atlantic fleet.

L)

Now Commands Great Fleet,

It should be stated, however, that
despite his efforts, Admiral Wilson was
rot able to dodge the honor of & for-
eign decoration which the whole navy

and the whole aArmy—say ho doserves,
A fow days before his promotion he
wis called Into the office of Becretlary
Danlels at Washington and there Cap-
taln Saint Selne, I'rench naval attache
nt Washington, In the presence of the
Secretary, Lestowed upon him the rank

1017, with a considerable proportion |fighting their unseen foe to the end Later, a few daya before the actual | complicated taxk entrusted to Admiral | 0of Grand OfMcer of the Lerion of
of his patrol force. He cooperated | that the soldiers might reach France— | signing of the armistice, a press as. | Wilson, and sald that there would be | Honop At the same time thirteen
successfully with the Britlsh naval | and Germany soclution sot forth a report that the other naval officers were made lesser

forcea making Gibraltar their base in
protecting merchant vessels and in
keeping the Mediterranean swept clear
of all enemy craft

In addition to the obvious part of
the work, the organization of the bases
and of the patrol force, complets co-
operation with the French naval au-

armistice had been signed, and wild
applauss arose throughout the coun-
try. The report originated somehow
in Admiral Wilson's dominlon of Breat,

| Frank

Continued from First Poge,

long as there are, here and there,
plague centrea in which idleness, lack
of production, disorganized transporta-
tion, want and hunger make a breed-
Ing ground for the Bolshevik micfobe.

CHAPTER IT,
Transporiation,

If there were nothing elss the
matter with Europe except the break-
down of rullway transportation, most
of the European nations would still
be facing a problem of glgantlo pro-
portions, the early settlement of which

of Industrial life but s actually es-
sential to malntaining life itself in
some of the large centres. Hundreds
of thousands of people have starved
to death In the last twelve months In
Europe. I am not using flgures as it
Is eald Lloyd George does, merely as
adjeciives, Thaere (8 competent au-
thority for such a statement.

This terrible catastrophe has only

ing of Paris, it g few of those crowided
ships had lLeen torpedoed the
of the United States, and indeed, of
the world, might have heard of Ad-
miral Wilson. It was his duty te
guard these transports with his patrol
ships.
though his craft were sunk and his
men died, o well were the troopshipas
guarded thut not n woldier loat his life
when under the protection of Admiral
Wilson'a foree.

Admiral Wilson was bhorn in Cam-
den, N. J, February 23, 1881, and
when a youngster of 168 entered the
Naval Academy at Annapolls to be
drilled, reprimanded, educated and
taught to obey, llke hundrods of othet
boys, until four years later he was con-
aldered strong enough to be his own
master and therefore fit to command
ethers. Then followed the usual world-
wandering and slow promotion by
penlority of an officer of the United
Btates Navy, the gwing from Atlantic
to Pacific, from Oceldent to Orlent and
from torrid to frigid zones. In those
days advancement for even the most
akilled oMeers crawled with welghted
feet. For nearly ten years, from 1584

-* B94, wo, wn, then an ensign,
waileétl - patlefit 'or another hall
stripe of gold and fAnally he got

reaching the rank of Lisutenan
junior grade, some seventeen years
aftar he lirst entered the Naval

doademy, A Yedr g5 80 belire

people |

But he wae not heard of, for

in part been cauned by lack of food.
In an fmportant measurs the disaster
Iwun directly traceabls to the break-
| fnanility 1o

| move
foud Into locullties where people were
dying of starvation. At one time
| there were n hundred unloaded eargoes
of food in the harbor of Marselllea,
held thern because preceding cargoes
were blocking the Hnes of trans-
portation,

The rallroads of Bpaln were, on the
whole, In much better condition than
I expected to find them. In France
the system has wonderfully stood the
test of the enormous movement which
has bean Impossd upon 1t. But equip-
ment Is defclent, and much of it un-
bellevably mnclent. Added to that is
the ineffactual system of handling the
trafMic. One of our high military of-
cers describad the despatching of a
freight car, say from Brest to Parls, as
eomparable with dropping a letter in a
mall box. Bome time, presumably, the
car would arrive at its dest!nation, but
in the meantima there was no record
of Its whereabouts. No matter how
important it was to have It reach its
destination, no way axisted to trace it,
and it might get lost on & side track
for a month,

The situation In France or even In
Belgium is by no means illustrative
of the situation further east. It is

down [n transportation, to the physical |
stores of existing

% not only essential to the resumption | sver,

|

A. Vanderlip Tells What Ha:'pperied to

up practically all doubls track, even
on the principal main through lines,
and have laft but a single track for all
traffic, Ldterally hundreds of masonry
bridges have been destroyed In Bel-
gium and northern France. It is easy
to say that all this damage can be
readily repalred, and so it can in time.
My point is that it has not been re-
paired, and at the present moment the
tremendous handicap resulting from
an inability prompuUy to move freight
would alone be an enormously disor-
ganizing factor to the industrial life
of these countries.

As ona goes further east. how-
the transportation system Is|
found to be far more seriously disor-
ganized. It is true that there has now
been established some through serv-
fcen that might be taken to indicate a
return to normal rallroading condi-
tions. One can travel from Parls to
Wharsaw, or to Belgrade, Bucharest or |
Constantinople. When it comes to|
transporting freight through the
whole district east and south of Ger-
many and of old Austria-Hungary
the situation assumes serious aspocts. |
Serbla was swept almost clean of all
rillway equipment.

I was told that at the date of the
armistios thers wers but nine loco-
motives left in Serbin. The situntion
is bad In Greece gs well as In Ru-
mania, Czecho-Blovakin, FPoland and
Lithuania. In Russia the locomot!ves
seem to have been run untll they
censed to functlon and then wers de-
parted, little If any effort belng made
at repalrs, and It 18 hers that thers
are the most notlable examples of star-
vatlon and ample food supplies not|
distantly ssparated. -

1 have the highest possible author-
fty for the prediction that the food |
situation will bé more serious In the
spring and summer of 1820 than It
has been this year, and Indeed that lll
will be so serfous that, taking Into |
neecount the breakdown of transporta- |
tion, it will ba impossible to prevent |
another horror of starvation even If
the ports of Europe are amply sup-
plied with food. T am not arguing
that this whole situation cannot be
readlly put to rights, but I do say
that no substantial start has yet been
made to do so, that even no systematio
plan has ¥yet been developed, and
that under the very best of condftions
the task ia one that will cousume a
great deal of time. In the interval the

thatin Belgium theiCiermans Mtrmwn gitustion presents a

{

most serfous obstacle to the distribu-
tion of food and necessities, and
makes doubly diMcult the restarting
of Industry. Among all of Europe's
needs, none is more polgnant than the
rehabllitation of her raflroads.

put up rates. Everything that a rall-
road buys has gons up, and there
must be an advance in the price of
what It has to sell. 1f the French rail-
road managers would Introduce sume
kind of efMclency, if they would learn

Occastonally 1 had an  interview |t do some things in the way they

that was so rich in materinl and
that was given under such ciroum-

| stances that T could make very brief

running notes. [ find In my note
book, which Indesd i* & lamentably
scanty and scrappy one, the notes of
an Interview 1 had with a man
who has made & great success on two
continents and knows thoroughly
from peérsonal experience the rallroad
conditions in America, England and
in Europe and who has rendered dis-
tingulshed service throughout the war,
My talk with him ranged over many
subjects, Portlons of the Interview
would logically fall In various chapters
of this book, but perhaps it will be as

interesting and readabls to try to
give an outline of what he had to say
without any attempt at logical ar-
rangement:

“In France the wmllroad tariff s
fAxed by law, 1t & now admittedly too
low, but there has been an Indispo-

=itlon materially to increase It
as there has been an Indisposition
to increare thxes, The result
sad deflelency in income and a serious
decline in the physlcal condition of the
rolling stock. The French raliroads
seom never (o scrap rolling stock., 1
have seen a locomotive regularly run-
ning on a French rullroad that bors
the date 1857 on its name plate, That
locomotive would be In'a museum In
America, Its boiler tubes were all of
copper. It ia to-day In regular opera-
tion. The way in which France hos
conserved its old rolling stock moakea
me wonder If Americans have not
gone mad on rebullding rallroads,

“Eeonomical as is the management
of the French lines, thelr Income at
the present too low rates is not sufM-
clent to keep up properly thelr phys-
fcal condition. The Allies have pald
the Nord Rallway three million
pounds on account, and that s ali
that has kept the road golng. The
finances of all the French roads are
bad.

“In Frapce a tremendous amount
will have to be spent to restors the
rallroads to a good physicv] conditlon,
The problem ls by no mouna insur-

Just

mountable, but Frgnos will heye tafjimes there were casey of mea work- | before the war. The J hlglas

have seen them done umder American
and Engllsh direction, thelr position
would be much easler. 1 think after
tha Americans and English have gone
home the French will Introduce a bet-
ter system, but they dislike to do that
under the eyes of the forelgners

“In England an extraordinary
happy arrangement was made at the
very outbreak of the war. The Drit-
Ish Government took over 95 per cent.
of the mallroad lines, guaranteeing
them the sams not return as they
made in 1913, The Government allows
the samo amount to be spent on up-
keep and charged to operating ex-
penses as was spent in 1913, plus 20
per cent., the 20 per cent, balng al-
lowed to cover the Increased cost of
materinl and labor., There was &0
much difficulty in getting labor thist
one milllon pounds of this upkeep
fund ls unexpended.

“The passenger rates
wera Inoreased

in England
50 per cent, not sO

much to get additional revenue ns to |

prevent travel, Frelght rates weore
not materially graised. Much traffic
that had formerly moved by watoer
had to be moved by rall, and this made
new tariffs necessary and increased
the business of the rallronds, There
was formed a rallrond executive com-
mittee, made up of eleven or twelve
managers. The President of the Board
of Trade was the nominal head, but
he was not active. No conclusion was

| put into foree without the unanimous

consent of this executive commitiee,
They wers broad minded in their at-
titude and did not hamper the Govern-
ment, and the tesult Is that there has
been bullt up no controversy between
the Government and the manazeis,
“In an unguarded moment, the Govs.
ernment promised the unjons that it
would sympathetically consider an
elght hour day. With the armistice
the unions immedlately cams forward
and demanded an eight hour day at

once. Lloyd George, Sir Albert Auck- |

land, Btanley Geddes und Bir Herbert
Walker all mads promises before elec-
tion that are now diMecult to carry out,
trn or twelve

a day, and psoms

| reducing

ing sixteen hours a day. An eight hour
day would add £25,000,000 annually to
the operating expensess. The present
increass of wagea over the pre-war
total is £5656,000,000, so that Iif an elght
hour day is granted on top of the
rresent wages, the operating costs for
labor alons will be £80,000,000 more
than prior to the war. Btandardiza-
tion, cooperation and the operat) of
all the rouds as one syatem will save
about £15000,000 per annum, leaving
£55,000,000 10 ba met by Increased
rates. Dallway economists agree thalt
this cannot be done. It means doub-
ing the expense. Winston Charchill
tefore election promised natlonaliza-
tion. His unauthorized promise was
not denled until after the election,
Now England Is to have n new Minis-
try of Ways and Transportation, hut
as yet no definite Government policy
has besn announced

“The English public is divided upon
the subject of notlonalization. The
subject, however, ia not so
ented ne It Is In America. The differ-
ence between the rallrond situatlon in
the United Btates and in England lles
in the fact that there 8 no vindictive-
ness In England between the Govern-
ment, the rallways and labor, There
have been no guch acts in Enrlind s
the taking away of private cars or the
of sularies of managers,
The English publle always stands for
falr play, ‘Is It ericket? 18 n question
ever In the minds of Englishmen. In
America the policy of leglslators and
of tha Interstate Commerce Commis-
slon has often been vindletive, Eng-
land will probably be slow in making
ita final decision in regard to the rall-
roads. It i the habit there to con-
sider publle questions ecarefully: but
in the end it will be falrly consldered
and the owners of raliroad securities
will Le treated falrly

“Personally, | think the Govern-
ment ought to get out of the railroad
business, Political  Influences  will
always hamper ts policy of manage-
ment I doubt If rallroads can ever

Eur

compli- |

many who would not nzree with Ad-
mirnl Wilson's classificat!on of his own |
dutles, but that nobady would fall to
applaud his modesty, as nll nvkn-m‘l-l
edged his success In his post,

PE

have been well fed. Keep an eye on
Belgium. Her industries may revive |
firat In Europe, and she has great
ability in the Industrial fleld,

“Hers In France industry ia handl- |

capped In many ways, The Freneh- |
mnan s jealons and susplcious of his’
neijghbors. Hae 13 an individunst .'m.ll

does not ke to coaperate !

fus of the French Is for small Tusl-
noas. They do not want Americans or
English to coime in to do business in
France,

The men

That polley s undoubitedly
a mistake, They ought to welocome
the energy and brains of sutsiders
who would help them to get golng

There has been enough altrulsm and
amateur charity in regard to Franee. |

What France ought o do is to letl
eapital and brains flow in and glve|
vitality to her whole industrinl life. |

Bhe should do away with her restric-|
tlons, But, In fact, shse has become
more Chauvinistic than ever

"I} not be decelved, however, by the
poasibility of recovery In France
France has beon very slek, but there

is nothing wrong with her constitu-
tion, Forelgners can do bLusiness in
Franee if they will only lsarn how to
g0 About it Americans particylarly
do not know how to deal with French-
men Americans are too direct and
too bBlunt, No Frenchman wants to
talkk business in the nrst Interview,
nnd much of the business of Frince
i» dona by iIndirection. ©One must |
take timo to find out whera the lines
lie and in direct contnet never take n
Prenchman too seriogsly The fleld
of industry In France would e dimi
cult for an outsider, but In the fAeld
of finance there is unlimited vppor-
tunity.

"You ask what America sliould be
doing In Europo. urope s fnirly
erying for bralns and capitnl, There

are possitdlities everywhers, and there

are particular possihilities In some of
|the byways of Furope that capital
does not think of. Portugnl s one

| Clear-sighted

be publicly run successfully In & de-

mocracy, although perhaps they ran
In an autocracy.

“1 have been spending
In Belgium. You can discount some-
what the Belgian hard luck stories

soma time |

onginecers with a busi-
ness pense would find many opportuni-
ties In Portugal and In Spaln. There
are great mineral resources there and
an oxccllent climate.

“Cme of the old reglons of the warld,
Mesopotamin, will be made to flourish
like a green bay tree if a lttle capital

The Belgian ia Inclined to exploit his | and some brains would get hold of the
misery, It ia true that certain towns | giiyation and revive the irrigation sys-
During the war hours ranged from | Were wiped out, but all were not. Hel.

glan agriculture s beller than it was

tem of agea ago. In the Balkans and

Penitnuwed on Blghth Dogs,

‘mer at

|
(AL |

110 sen hls ollics agaeii,

officers of the Leglon, *“Hoe exhibited
military qualities of the highest order
and obtalned the most splendid re-

| snlts,” so the French Government des

clared In making the award.

In hia new post he Is commander
of sixteen battleships, 108 destroyers,
twenty submarines, a host of sea-
planea and a largs number of vessels
of the train, minelayers, aupply ships,
&c. Eventually he wlll also command
twelve or more cruisers now busy
carrving troops home from France,

When he learned that he was to
l=ucceed Admiral Mayo, Admiral Wil-
gon's memory went back to his days
on  the Kentucky under YFPlghting
Bob'" and he recalled another young
ofMeer, now Rear Admiral Carlo B
Brittain, who was alro noted for his
vnergy and oMeerllke qualities. He

pleked this man, a good officer and a
good friend, as his chief of staff, tha
man who will earry into execution his
orders, and In genernl ses that his
lneas are properly carried out

Secks Highest Type of Men

Admiral Wilson s known to be
greatly interested In getting the high-
est typs of man, both for officer and
sallor, In the navy, and In keeping
him contonted once he ls aboard ship
He will no doubt do much In this line,

although his first action on assum-
ing command wos (o pass o reassur-
ing word about the fleet that no radi- |
onl chnnges ara contemplated at pres-g
ont, He intends to study his jobh be-
fure he rs routine matters, He It

vonslilered an oxpert in the navy °t-|
handling mon, one of the reasons wh, .~
he woneg belleved to be the best man to
commuand the great fewt

Admiral Wilson s married,  Hiswife

was Miss Ada Chupman of Fhiladal-

phia, Mre Wilson and thelr two chily
dren, Miss Ruth Chapman, who mad’
her debut two years ago, and

twelve-year-old son, Henry B, Wils
Jr., make their home during ths l'?
ter in Washington, and In tha sur
Chelsea, Atlantie City. Beth
places oro as near as possible to the
home ports of the Admiral's wander-

ing floet.
Although he dodges publicity and
glory ns much as possibla Admiral

Wilson onee, at least, falled to escape
his full shoare of it. That was on his
return to his birthplace at Camden,
N. J., to see his mother shortly after
he reached this country., The citizens
turnel out In his honor, proclalmed a
holiday, and, after he had seen his
mother, gave him a rousing reception
at the City Hall and afterward a shad
dinner which is still ona’of the livest

{toples of conversation in the town on

the Delaware. And Admiral Wilson s
gronter perll of n repetition
celebration when veniores

in even

the ha

I
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