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Congress's authorizatlion began the: IOWA's story lay 25, 1939.
Her keel was laid at New York Navy Yard, Brooklyn N.¥., on dune
27, 1940, and twenty-six months later, on August 27, 1942, she was
christened and lauhched the U.8.S, IOWA, battleship No, 61, £irst
of her class, In the words of the Secrepary of Navy, Frani Knox,
spoken at her cormisslioning on the 162nd anniversary of George
Washington, February 22, 1943, "The greatest ship ever launched by
the American Nation,"

On March 24, 1943, she put to sea on her shakedown cruise with
sone- 5,000 officers and men, many of whor had never been to seca be-
fore, During the next several months her crew molded into a fight=-
ing team with training that carried her along the Atlantic coast,
into.the Cheasapeake Bay, the Gulf of Maine and Casco Bay., On Augst
27, 1943, one yecar from the date of launching, the ship set saill
for Argentia, Newfoundland, on her first duty, that was cormonly
known ot the btine as the "Tirpitz latch®, neutralizing the threat
of Germany's nighty battleship poised in Norwegian waters,.

The "Tirpitz Watch" ended by a call to what is considerecd the
highlight of the IOQiii's early career, assignment to carry the latc
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, to North Africa for the his=

§ toric conference with Winston Chmrchill and Joseph Stalin at Teheran
Iran, in November, 1943, Throat of German glider bombs caused the
IOWA to retire to Bahia, Brazil. While making this run the IOWA
first crossed the equator, November 27, 1943, and conducted the
cerenony of converting the pollywogs into shellbacks, ‘When neecded
for the President's return trip the ICIUA sailed back to North Africa
first to Frectown and then to Dakar where the Cormander in Chief
cmbarked f rom a French destroyer, having been taken aboard in ancient
fashion with eight side boys hoisting the boatswain's chair,

L1OWA LEAVES FOR PACIFIC

On January 2, 1944, the TOWA, as flagship for Rear ALdmiral 0,1,
Hustvedt, Commander Battleship Division 7, departed the U,S. for the
Pacific, She joined Admlral Roymond A, Spruancels Pifth Fleet in
Tagk Force 58, during the Marshall Islands campaign supporting air
strikes which were mode o gainst Kwajalein Atoll (Marshall Is,.) on
January & , 1944, shd which hit Eniwetok the next week, On Fobruary
16th and 17th, 1944, the IOWA was part of a striking force that
swetp around Truk, netting several Japanesc ships while the f irst
carrier air bombardment of the war fell upon thet Japancse Atoll,

On February 22, the shid operating as a support unit was part of
Adniral Marc d. Mitschert's fast carrier forces that moved up to
strike Tinlan,

- On Mercl: 18, 1944, the IOWA, acting as flagship for n group

i under Vice Admiral W,4, Lee, Jr,, sortied f ror Majuro Islund and

© - helped bombard Mille Atoll (Morshall Is.). There she rcccived her
only damage of the w ar, two 4,7" Japanese projectiles struck her,
one bursting on the deeck near turret two with small danage and the
other holing the ship's side, bursting in an empty compartment where
danmage was negligible, Casualties anounted to onc man with a cut
face,



"MARTANAS TURKEY SHOQT"

The next operation, the Marianas Campaign, culminating in the
invasion of Salpan, Tinion, and Guamy; found the IOWA in the support
forces of Task Force 68 carrying on air strikes against those
islands and in the bombardmsht group, again under Rear Admiral
Iustvedt, that blasted Tinilan on June 13th. There followed during
June 19th to 21st the First Battle of the Philippine Sea, often
called the "Marianms Turkey Shoot" by Navy Flyers who shot down
wearly 500 planes and inflicted severe damage on Japanese carrier
nd fleet units., [The IOWA was in the forces that joined in pur-
ult of the .Japanese Fléet and when attacked by enemy planes she
.ccounted for one torpedo plane and helped down another out of the
»ight shof down by the surface units, July, 1944 was spent with
‘ask Force 58 1n Marlanas' waters supporting operations on Saipan
nd Guam and carrying out an air gbrike on Palau (Caroline Is.? on
she 24the Support by air attacks on Guam carried on into August,
ut early in that month the foree retired to Eniwetok for replen=-
Lshment

"Underway again early in September, now a part of the Third
Fleet, in a Task Unit under Rear Admiral Hustvedt, the IOWA was in k
she support forces of the fast ecarriers as they arrived in position
Cor laupching attacks by air on the middle Philippine Islands (Visayas)
on September 17th in support of the landing operations on’Peleliu ¢
Islands, Four days:later, in position 80 miles off shoro, ailr strikes
verc made agalnst Luzon, Moving southward, on the 24th the Visayas
Islands ,were again targets for the carrier plancs, followed by re=-
sirement of the force to S8alpan and then to Ulithi Atoll, '

ADMIRAL BADGER:ITAKES OVIER

On October 6, 1944, Rear Admiral 0,C, Badger, USN, relieved

Rear Admiral Hustvedt as Commander' Battleship Division 7, and
Jommander of the Support Units @f a.Third Fleet Task Group with
“the IOWA as his flagship. This unit with others of Task Group

38 arrived 1n‘launching position off Okinawa Gunto on Otbober 10th
nd began a series of alr strikes against the Ryukyus and Formosa
that continued for six days amid sporadlc enemy attacks that dam-
iged séveral of our units, On 20ctober 18th, aircraft wore launched
‘ron a position north of Luzon for attack on that island in prepar=-
tbion for the Leyte invasion, Those alr strikes were continued ~
ndowaré.moved south against the Visayas Islands for the next six
lays., At the beglnhing of the Second Battle of the Philippine

jea, the IOWA steamed in toward the Central Philippines with her
lask Group launching ailrcraft which attacked the Japanese Central
'orces headed for San Bernardino Straits, lhen the NortherpnJdap-
mese Force was roported, as a part of Admiral Halsey!s Third Flest,
she ship moved northward to mect this threats ILobter when the Jap=-
nese broke through San Bernardino Stralts into our escort carriers,
che IOWA, a part of a fast Battleship Striking Foree under Rear
dmiral 0,Ce Badger, turned bo the southward at a maximum speed in
10opes of intercepbing the enmmy, Some of the light forces of the
sroup discovered and promptly sank an énemy cruiscr while the IOWA
sontinued to search for bigger gamc which barely eluded her and
sneaked through the San Bernardine Straits, During the remainder

' October and through November the forces of which -the ship was o
ert continued to give alr support in the Philipplnes arca with re-
eated strikes, On November 26th while in position for launching

ne of these atbacks, the IOWA shot down 3 planes and hit 3 vthers
'f the enemy that attacked the force and which damaged the INTREPID
nd CABOT, 4Alr attacks from the fast carriers were continued
‘hrough December on various dates, but the IOWA suffered shaft
rouble and was detached and ordered to the States for a period

i Navy Yord overhaul, dpparting December 23rd and preceeding via
innus and Pearl Harbor on January, 1945, At Pearl Harbor on January
'y 1945, the crew had their first.liberty in one years duby overseas,



In October, 1944, thé LOWA commenced ‘seérving as press ship
-for the Fleet, From her modern Radio Broedcasting Booth, tele=~
type and wirephoto facilities, the leading newspapermen and radto
commentators of the United States and Allled nations transmitted
the first hand mews of the war at sea, She continued this sorvice
until her return to the United States after the initial occupation
of Japan, _ ‘ :

RETURN TO FRONT LINE
e T s e e ——
The IOWA left Hunter's Point Drydocks, 8an Francisco on March
19, 1945, After a period of training at San Pedro, dnd calling
at Pearl Harbor and BEniwetok enroute, the ship joined its old Task
Force 58 off Okinawa Gunto, Thereo the TOWA participated in opcra=
tions furnishing air coverage over Okinawa, This was a time of
biltter strugegle with suicide alrcraft, but none of the ships in the
IOWA's group were hit, Those planes coming within range of her
guns were eithsr shot down or driven off. On Mey 12th the force
retired briefly to Ulithi, but returnsd under the Third Fleet in
Vice Admiral McCain's Taslk Force 38 to the area off the Ryukyus
and struck southern Kyushu repeatiedly with air strikes. About
June 13th, retirement was made to Leyte for replenishment,

BOMBARDMENT SPEARHEAD

Departing Leyte, July-lst, the Third Pleet, with tHe IOWA
again in the support force, Rear Admiral 0,C, Badger commanding
and embarked in the IOWA as his. flagship, moved into position off
Japan for sustained alr attacks upon the Jap homeland which contin-
ucd intermittently until August 15th, The Pirst air strikes were
mzde on Tokyo on July 1Oth. The next was against Northern Honghu
and Hokkaido on the l4th, That dayy with the IOWA as flagship,
Rear Admiral 0,C, Badger was dirccted to form a group for the bom=
oardment of lNgrorsn, Hokkaido., On July 15th, the TIOWA did her part
in blasting the sbeel mills and other targets at that citys. On the
L7th, Rear Admiral Badger was dlrected to form another group, in-
cluding the IOWA as his flagshlp, and bombarded Hltachi, Honshu,
fhe IOWA fired more than 600 tonscof ammunition in these two bor-
bardments, Rejolning the carriors again, the latter struck Tokyo
on the 18th, The attacks continued throughout the remaining days
3f July and included the Nagoya and Tokyo Areas, BEarly August
“ound the forces replenishing northwest of Iwo Jima, returning
%o the air attaocks on August 9th, a day on whiéh 10 enemy planes
7ere shot down by ship's guns, On the 13th, the force was in g
®weltion for launching additional strikes, Twenty=-two planeswwere
jplashed by Combat Air Patrol that day., On August 15th word og
ipe Japanese surrender stayed additional air attacks prepared for
“he Tokyo and Nagoya arecas, :

OCCUPY YOKOSUKA

Following Admiral Halsey's announcement to the Third Fleet of
the cessation of hostilities on August 15th, there was & ?eriod of* "
Iathering of foreces in preparation for landing and occupying certain
portions of Japan, This responsibllity was given to Rear Admiral
B&dger_who formed a Task Force for the Occupation of Yokosuka, AL .-
“he beginning of this operation the IOWA® served as his flagship as
sommander Task Foree 31, On August 27th, three years to the day
Since her launching, with her pit log resding 100,313 miles the
LOWA, her A,A, batteries alerted against any treachery, dropped
<nchor in Sagemi Wan, an opend bay, 30 miles southwest 6f Tokyos
Wile in Sagaml Wan, Rear Admiral Badger shifted his flag to the
34N. DIEGO, but the IOWA continted as a part of his forees. On
wgust 29th she moved into Tokyo Bay and there acted as one of the
pport ships fdﬁfths.first-landings on the Japanese home islands
n August 30thg « " N



THE TOWA CUTS QUITE A FIGURE

The IOWA is a mighty floating fortress, fully laden welghing
more.than 52,000 tonge The nrea of all deecks and platforms com=
priscs aboub nine and one=~helf acres. ©She is over 887 feet in
lengbh and her extreme breadth measures .108 feet = 3 inches, Her
length is about 12 feet loss than 3 Tootball fields laid end to
end, At the highest point of hor superstructure she towers 185
feot nbove her keel, 150 feet above the waterline in 19 separate
levels or storiess Her fuel oll capacity is great ‘enough to
float a liberty ship, During the war-she gave 6;720,000 gallons
of fuel to 240 destroyers, The capacity of her elcectrlc generatorrs
is sufficiont to handle theé induebtrial end demestic load of a clty
of 20,000 population In her comstruction there are over -800'riiles
of weldlng and 1,350,000 driven rivets. The total length of shaft-
ing used to drive the wvesscl is 1,074 feet., The length of piping
throughout the ship would make ohé length of 80 miles, 17 miles of
which is used for refrigeration and cooling purposcs, The operation
of the ship involves 900 motors, 5,300 lighting fixturcs, and 1,091
telephones,

The IOWA's main battery is composcd of nine 16"50 cal, guns,
Each guns length 1is 66' 8" with a maximum range of 24 miles, 4n
armpr plercing projectile woighs over 1 ton, a high capacity pro=
jectile nearly as much, One projéctile cost $929,00, a powder
charge $165,00, The two bombardments of tho Jap homeland cosb
$53809414 per minutc, almost $100,00 per second.
The secondary battery consists of 20-5"/38 col, guns in 2
gun nounts, Each gun is 15' 10" long, the maximum ranger 10z miles,
Each projectile weighs 55,2 1bs, and costs $25.00 The powder charge
costs 9,00,

There are, also, several 44 MM guns 1in 4 gun quadse Each gun
is 8 feet long and the quad weigis 115 tons, The projectils travels
at 2,790 feet per second, the moximum range belng 6 4/5 miles, Hach
projectile weighs 2,2 1bs, snd costs 99 cents. 20 MM guns are 1in.
single mounts, Each gun is 4! 10" long and the mount weighs 1,815
lbs, The projectile travels 2,725 foet per second, welghs 0.4 1bs,
and costs 39 ccnts,

In the IOWL, thero live sver 2,500 men who enjoy many of the
conveniences of any town of simlilar populati.n, £.500 men ¢ Snsume
7 tons of food per day costing $1,600,00, Of the seven tons, lz
tons are of fresh foods, 2 tons of frozen and 3% tons of dry. In
the huge storerooms, 100 tons of fresh fruit and vegetables can be
Stored, 84 tons of frozen meuts, 650 tons 5f dry stores, totalling
834 tons of food, sufiicient to last for 119 days, Ineaddition,
the soda fountain produces 9,600 gellons of ice eream each month,

In the modern laundry, 540,000 1lbs of’ clothes are laundered,
3,600 officer's and ehief'!s uniforms are laundersd and pressed,
and 12,000 'lbs, of linon washed cvery month, In the 8°-chalr barber
shopy the barbers turn out 7,400 haircubts per month, and in the cob—~
bler shopy 650 pairs of heels are replaced and 250 palrs of gsoles
monthly, :

Holldays mean an extra special dinner (for all hands.. The
Fourth of July Menu, 1945, cost $1,05 per man, -The followilng 18
the menu _and.quantities of food consumed,

y



Philippines are represcnbeds

Cregm of tonato soup
Saltlines

Roest Young Tom Turkey
Oranberry Sauce

3ape Dressing

Cream whipped potatoes
Buttered peas

Hot Parker House Rolls
Ripe Olives '
Sweet Pickles

Cherry Pie

Cigraettes
MReavCandy
Tce Cream
Teed Lemonade

240 gallons.

240 1bs,

2,849 lbs,

18 lbs, (dehydrated)
6 lbse

1,500 lbs,

480 1bs.

4,500,

20 gallons.

20 gallons,

1,200 1bs, of cherries,
2,800 pieces.

2,800 paclages,
2,800 paclages.

200 geallons,

640 gallons,

IEN FROM EVERY STATE

Aboard the IOWA,

every state in the Unlon, Canada, and the
In June, 1945, it was disclosed that

about three~fourths of the erew were from territory east of the

Missiasippl, and one~fourth wesh,
Pennsylvania followed with 268, Ohio with 193, Massachusetts with

New York caeme first with 292,

62, Chicago and Philadelphia with 60, Drooklyn with 49, and Detroilt
with 36,
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of the war, the U.S.S. IOWA, U,8.S. NEW JERSEY, U.S5.5. MISSOURT,

and

The T.S. Armed Forces Instibtute offered correspondence courses
men overseas, and several hundred men took advantage of the
opportunity to get ahend in thelr schoollng while fighting the
The TOWA ship's company entered into all "extra cash'" war

Agia,

the U.5.8. WISCONSIN,

the battleship in task force operatlons,
her class,; four of which played an active part in the proseocution

The IOVWA represented a powerful threat to the enemy 1n Europe
Her performance during the war demonstrabed the value
She was the first of

In the Independence Day sale of 1944, the IOWA lecd the
Pacific Fleet in gross sales of over 4§100,000..

She has lived up to the Navy Secretaryls
Commissioning words, "THE GREATEST SHIP EVEIR LAUNCHED BY THE
AUERICAN NATION,"
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