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In the Stokehole of the Modern Battleship,
Where the Strain Is Greatest During a Sea Fight

O writer of mea storles ‘ ' - % L Hrichking Over [ men, Many have attempted the feat, | way to do {t, By the time the no et
has had occaslon thus == R A N Boiler but few have been notably successful. | has become acoustomed to that wiy e
. far to make his hero a . It I8 reputed to be one of the most | has probably moderated hig dlsf .lzh‘ \
. stoker, In spite of the thankless offfces in naval life—to be | to resent hig te 'a oritl !
detalled to teach young firemen how to | sides that, he Is very

fuct that stearn nnvie

gatlon has  provided shovel conl, . Bvery man, of course, | In time, of courae,

can shovel conl, but exceedingly few | ter able to work in a

legs  pleturesque ma-

lal f fletd tl ean shovel it to the satisfaction of a | 110 degrees, but beford ':‘

teria or ction IR . » X ofter
naval Instructor. that stage of Immun |

was furnished by the salling craft of A young fellow brought suddenly un~ | think of the superfor quility of 18 '{:

long ago, the dearth is not yet g0 com- der naval dlgeipline after having lved | of the upper deck, and I . ‘“{

| Al W

plete that any novellst has been driven
to the stokehole for a proper getting.

Nevertheless the stokehole and ita
presiding genlus are us essenthl to the
success of steam navigation as wos the
humble blower to the old fashloned
pipe organ, The human beings who
delve at the very bottom of the great
transatlantico carryalls, which have
been not inaptly characterized as
“heaven above and hades below,” may
not be subjects fit for fdealization, but
they are prime necessitiy In steam
navigation.

It is on the warship, however, that n
stoker becomes a person of acknowl
edged consequence It depends upon
him to a great extent whether hls ves
gel I8 to cut through the waves at the
speed that was Intended by her do
pigners or whether she sghall eraw!
along at three or four knota under that
gpecd, Bad work or negleet in the
stokehole means disappolntment and
Invites disaster of many kinds, It
means primarily that the flres are
not golng to burn properly and that
a8 o consequence the amount of steam
generated will bo less than I8 required,
It means also that all the plans so
carefully formulated by the experts
above decks are lkely to miscarry
through the inefficlency or carelessness
of the men who feed the fires,

Battleahips, cruisers or torpedo
boats carrying badly trafned or reck

conl, the drink which

fn ship could not be depended upon in
If the admival of the

ghe would not be ready

speed of the sguadron Is the
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o free life ashore will Aiud most things
not at all to his llking and will also
find it remarkably easy to get Into difi-
culty. He ls quite llkely to forget that
the critfcal Individual who is finding
fanlt with his method of grasping a
shovel handle and I8 no purist In his
use of the wother tongue Is an ofMcer-—
petty, no doubt, but an officer in the
navy nolwlthatanding, In such an en-
vironment end In such a temperature
It does not reguire an aet of violence
on the part of the novice to constl-
tute notunl offense. An impatient ex~
clumation or w rash movement may
precipliate dlsaster,

The conl must be spread over the

the movements of an entive squadr
sometimes dépend
,

for
tl '

virshiy This 18 8o woll understoo

e | by naval oMclals that provision has

the ecapability of a single stoksr that

From this will be seen the nocessity
i dlserimination in the selection of
who manage the furnaces of o |

been made by all countries possessed

followed hLier exnmple and fitted up the |

old Nelson as a tralning ship for this

clugs of seamer I Germisihy, Franco

and Twly speclal Instruction Is given
at the various navy yards,

In the United States the matier has

recelved proper attention. Naval fire
men, a8 they gre known In Amerlea
are recogn

recalving, If of the |

zed members of ong of the netructed In his new

fire In o manner ealeylated to get from
It all the hent it Iy capable of glving In
the shortest possible time, Not a gshov-
¢ olful must be wasted, 'The novice is
|I:,\-Hr.wl to rall at Unele Sam's par-
simony, Before he has learned how to

o the trlek preperly—long before he
| winw o grunt of approval from his in-

struetor-~ho ddscovers that it s not
gmnzulm-m but  prudence, Knowing
Ihn\\ to obtain @ maximum of steam
| bresgure from a minlium expenditure
!q* fuel has bridged many a yawning
| ehasm and turned more than one im-
pending dlsayter Into viotory,

If this sclentiic manipulation of coal
wore nll, the would be fireman might
look forward oheerfully to the near
prospect of velief from his taskmaster,
but this Is only a beginning, He must
now learn to Keep hig fire clean and
free from averything that will Inter-

sentimental he may even
green flelds and brooks L
There I8 little theory abou

training. He actually handles th "'“3{'
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