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“JAPAN'S DISASTROUS

Thrilling Imaginative Story of Crush.:
ing Defeat That Is Stirring

Nippon to Preparedness

By K. K. KAWAKAMI. -

There has recently appeared in Tokio a remarkable book en-
titled “The Next War.” The author is anonymous, but is evidently a
man well versed in naval affairs. Although in the garb of fiction, the
book is in reality more of an essay than a story.

According to the “Far East," an English weekly published in
Tokio, "the publication of the book was forbidden for some time by
the Government authorities for reasons 30!“ obvious, though it was
later permitted to be published with revision here and there.” The
censor's reason, which the Tokio weekly says is obvious, is that the
book may incite ill feeling toward the United States, for it is a story
of American-Japanese war. Just how extensively the censor employed
the blue pencil over the pages of the story we do not know, but in the
form in which it appears the book is simply a plea for a stronger mavy
for the Mikado's empire.

Written in a forceful style, the book at once attracted the atten-
tion of the populace as well as the thinking public. Unlike ordinary
fiction the book contains numerous charts and statistical tables show-
ing the position of the Japanese navy among the navies of the Powers
of the world, and c;pecuny the relative strength of the Japanese and
American navies. The author's figures agree with those given in the
most authoritative books on naval affairs.

Of course the book should not be confounded with “The Dream
Story of the War With America,” which was of altogether a different
ﬂ.f:;u; .hnd ngvero;muud mucli .lt;erm'on in Japan,

ith these introductory remarks I present the su 25
Next War” in the following paragraphs: T
\
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unusual excitement. Tokio was | States obliged China to cede to her the
agog with the rumors of the |finest harbor of the province with a
Cabinet's intention to introduce | view to converting it into a naval base
in the Diet a great naval programme. ! of her own. The news of the conclu-
1n the preceding sessions attempts had [ sion of the secret convention hétween
repeatedly been made to appropriate | China and America was received in
jarger sums for the navy. Yel the Tokio with greut astonlshment. The
Diet, biind to the pressing needs of | Mikado's Government at once lodged
the empire, had repeatedly defeated [a vigorous protest with the Govern-
the bill ments ut Pekin und Washington. Yet
This time the Cabinet was deter- | America, resorting to a policy of eva-
mined to win. The position of the|sion, gave no satisfactory answer.
empire Lad been growlng more and The sinister intentions of the Amer-
more delicute. Russin hud been fust |jcan Government became obvious when
recovering from the disastrous c~ﬂm‘!s!lhn navial base of Pearl Harbor at
of her misadventure in Manchuria in | Honolulu was completed. On the pre-
the days of Viceroy Alexieff. The |text of celebrating its opening the
United States had been diligently ap- | United States mustered most of her |
plying herself to the upbullding of a warships In Hawallan waters. !
tremendous naval power, We had been |  When the celebration was over the |
glven to understand that America | President ordered s naval mancuvre
would by force of wyms if need be of an unprecedented scope. The first
(nforce the open door principle in re- ! fleet, consisting of elghteen dread-
gard to her interests in China, though | noughts, with the usual number of |
she would virtually close her own ! minor vessels, was instrucfed to pro-
dours in the face of all Asiatic nations. | ceed to the Philippines, visiting Japa- I
The cry of the “Japanese peril!” raised nese ports on the way. The second
at first in a small section of the United fleet of twelve buattleships was to
States immediately found an echo iIn|cruise the Pacitic in the direction of
all countries whose shores are wushed the Samoan group. It war obvious
by the waves of the Pacific. | thut the American Government. meant
To make the situation still m--rt'!ln intimidate us by a demonstration
@Mcult for Japan the figure of the |of her great naval prowess.
Kaiser liad been ominously looming 1 By colncidence, our navy was at the
upon the political horizon of China. 1 sume time also holding a manceuvre in
The erstwhile Celestiul Empire. far | thut part of the Pacific stretching from
from recelving a new lease of life by | Formosa to the Bonin Islands. When
the overthrow of the corrupt Manchu | America’'s first squadron of eighteen
dynasty, remained the “Sick Man"” of | dreadnoughts entered the Bay of Tokio
the Far East. there were no Jupanese warships to
It was these circumstances which | greet them, as his Majesty's men-of-
persuaded the Cabinet to present 1o war were all engaged in the manceuvre.
the Diet a naval programme calling | IBut the forts on the bay fired salutes
for an wppropriation of $175,000,000 to! in honor of the visiting squadron and
te expended in the succeeding five | gur officlals and people extended to
vears. The bill was introaduced on the 'the American officers and crews the
very first day of the session The | most cordial welcome.
venersble  P'remier made an impas- | The imposing appearance of the
woned appeal to the patriotism of the | eighteen floating castles made « pro-
nation. He was followed upon the ros- 1 found Impression upon the minds of
trum by the Minister of the Mavy. the spectators. ven the Jingolstle
The naval Minister described Japan's | journals of Tokio, which had been fond
gelicate position in world politics and | of scoring the humiliating foreign pol-
reasoned most lucidly why the Mi- | oy of the Government in dealing with
kado's navy should be augmentied. He | America, were impelled to speak with
argued: moderation in the face of such an im-
“Hefore the Russo-Jupanese war our | pressive display of America’'s naval
mvy occupled the fourth place in the | strength.
navies of the world. To-day it has Our courteous treatment of the vis-
fallen to the sixth place. Time was| jting fleet from America was easily
when Germany and the United States | interpreted by American newspapers
were behind us in naval strength. To- | ux admission of the inferiority of our

Tm-: politlcal season opened amid Ignoring this agreement, the United

day these two Powers hoast of navies| navy, They were elated over what
tachh twice as powerful as ours. If|they considered the master stroke of
we permit ourselves to lag behind

American strategy, and urged the Gove
ernment at Waushington to sejze upon
this paychological moment to atiain Its
long wvoveted end in China.

In the meantime our warships, hav- |
ing completed the maneeuvre, were re-
turning te the naval harbor of Sasebo, .
They had been instructed by the Naval
Staff Board to take a circultous route,
so that they might not meet the Amer-
fcan fleet, which had left Yokohama
for the Philippines, The board took
this precaution in order Lo forestall
any untoward Incident not unlikely to
result from the meeting of squadrons
representing two nations far from
friendly toward euch other.

To the perplexity of the Japanese
the American fleet, having followed an
extraordinary route, unexpectedly ap-
peared upon the horizon at the point
toward which our vessels were speed-
ing. It was obvious that the Ameri-
cans, having somehow discovered the
change of route of our fleet, delib-
erately came to confront it for the ob- |
vious purpose of parading the prowess |
of their Aighting craft before the eyes |
of our crews, '

Fortunately for the empire
meeting of the two fleets was not
marred by any awkward
They exchanged the usual seventeen

fthem as we are doing to-day we shall

w 1820 have a navy of only one-third
the strength of the American or Ger-
man navy.

“While Germany and
Btates are fully awake
vantage offered by the newness of
their navies and are bending their
coergies to the construction of the
most up to date warshipsa what are
we doing? Have we not shown our-
felves utterly incapable of availing
ourselves of the same advantage, and
are we not permitting our navy to
drift =without any preconcelved pro-
gramme 7"

The Minister's speech was as force-
ful as | was {lluminating. He wished
! understood that the adoption of
the new naval programme could no
longer be delayed if the empire were to
uphold its dignity and prestige in the
ouneil of the Powers. He pointed
19 the wisdom of the United States

consldering a great navy essentlal

W the prevention of war.

Ald yet the Diet was reluctant to
Acoept Cabinet's naval measure.
After much heated discussion the bill
Was announced defeated amid the wild

plavse of the opposition.
L] L] a L[] L ] .

the United
to the -

‘Tho Anglo-Jupanese alliance had| g1, %es and proceeded on thelr re-
M been revised. In ils new form | gneciive courses, !
the treaty was no longer a sufeguard | A our squadron went past the'
oour interests in our rivalty WIth | arnerican line our officers could not
° United States,  The concluslon of } ¢ yimire the magnificent presence
#ocomprehensive arbitration  treaty ) or (e American dreadnoughts, built
tiWeen,  Eugland  and Americi, | without regard for cost and labor.!

coupled with the revision of the An-
K,u:,hp.l.n.q. alllance, made it impos-
sible for Jupan to call upon England

Slowly the American fleet vanished in|

’ weroplanes came chasing our wur-‘
'ﬂr‘a:rj n the event of war with the ships, and hovering over them for a
thited Btates few minutes sped back in the direc-
In the new turn of international

Tatioie America saw a golden op- | hey Lad evidently been sent out.
yortunity o push her interests in |yt did they follow us for? .
China. Tue United States, fortified » . . . s . t
' the power of the dollar and as-| poward sundown that day  the
(red ot the friendly neutrality of | yoqiher became threatening. When
sfear 3

ain, showea no ®cruple in
Callenging our prestige and influence
in China Instigated by propagan-
U5 wln had their own axes to
Brind Cliina was ready to cast her
"L with the new navel Power across
the Pucifie

The American press united in a con-
Epiracy 1o discredit Japan, resorting
9 8ll manner of insinuation and slan-
der in reporting and discussing Jupa-
Nese wetivities in China. It seemed as
though America had come to regard
Japan s un obstacle in her path to be
Temoved at all cost.

. L] * [ ] L] L]
Across the narrow strip of water
M the Jupanese iuland of Formosa

N the Chinese province of Fukien.
0t only as a wtrategical point but
& & base of commercial operation the
Province iy of the foremost importance
Placed In the hands of o
hostile to us, the territory would
:'rov. A4 menace to our safely. Aware
this pecullar position, Japan per-
| China to pledge herself not to
e any part of the province to any
foreign Power,

night fell rain poured down in tor-
rents, and the wind raged with the|
ferocity of a tornado. The ocean was
stirred from the very bottom and the
huge battleships, beaten by grinding
waves, quivered from stem to etern.’
Nelther the Japanese fleet nor the.
American could forge ahead. |

Buddenly a huge plllar of fire and|
smoke rose from where the American’
fleet was struggling with the tem-|
pest. It went up, plercing the black-
ness of night, and for an instant
threw a ghostly light ‘against thoi
grim sky. As the crews of our ves-
sels Jooked up (n amazement a tre-
mendous sound rent the alr, drowning
for a second the roar of the winds
and the howl of the sea. Our ships,
though miles distant from the Amerl-
can position, feit the terrific impact of
the explosion.

The mearchlights of the American
ships were instantly focussed upon the
scene of the explosion. Tt was now
obvious that the flagship Manila was
the victim of a fatal accident. In the
dassling rays of searchlights the mag-
nificent

of tons
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the pallid haze of distance, when three;
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That was the end of all hopes for our squadron, our land forces, our empire.

Wi

=ecn
a whirling
ocean
gale,
terly
8ible even to rescue the crews of the

already half swallowed in
vortex of the heaving

Tossed in billows and rolled by
the surviving were ut-
helpless and impos-

Vessels

found it

1l fated Aagship.
crie of the drowning men, the
nila went down into the depths
raging sea.

M-
f the

The disaster caused a great conster-
natlon smong the ofMcers and men of
the surviving American ships. In the
moment of despair and demoralization a

Amid the sickening |

sinister thought erept into their minds |

=it must have been u Jupanese tor-
pedo that suemk the Manila!
with hate and suspicion some of the
ships discharged a volley of shots in
the direction of the Japanese squadron.
Panic was added to the panicstricken
when the Hawali rammed the hull of
the Panama, inflicting a great damage
upon the latter.

The Japanese,

Reized |

without responding |

to the challenge of American guns, |

followed thelr couwrse as they had
origina.ly planned.
[ ] L] L ] [ ] L] .

The American people were now re-
solved to take vengeance upon the
Japanese for the sinking of the Mnnilu.
They went mad and refused to listen

fend the honor of the flag officials of
the embussy were seriously woundesl

The news of this outrage was
flashed across the Paciie, The Mi-
wado's Government was no longer able
to hold back the populace clamoring
for war., The sons and daughters of
Nippon were as convinced. of the jus-
tive of their cause a® they were sure
of the unjustifiability of the Amer-|
ican contentions. The mobs of Toklo
evading the vigilance of the pollee,
made their way to the American Em-
bassy and gave veut to their just de-
sire. for revenge.

The die was cast, There was noth-
ing for the Mikado to do but send an
ultimatum to the American President. |
The Mikado ordered the mobllization
of five divislons of his army and |s.
sued a rescript declaring that the ex-
istence of the empire depended upon
the outcome of the war. Where would
the Japanese first test their mett'e?

L L ] L] . L] L]

The first fleet of America, which |
un its way to the Phillppines encoun-
®ered terrific gales resulting in the!

logs of the Manila, duly arrived in

Manila Bay. In the meantime the
second division. which had been or-
| dered to Bamoa, returned to Pearl

to reason.  “Our finest dreadnought s
destroved upon the highway of the!
IPacific by the trick of the TYellow

cry. “We must,"” (hey

nation from the face of the globe.”

the Monkeys of Asia!' was their angry |
exclaimed, |
Incident.! vwipe out such a barbarous piratical |

The Mikado's Embussy at Wushing- |

ton was repeatedly attacked by en-
raged mobs, Throughout the [nited
states and Hawail the Jupanese were
sublected to insult and abuse. Every-

! of

where the Americans were cryving for !

war. They assalled the attitude of
thelr Government -us lukewarm and
timorous and threatened Its over-
throw umless |t immediately accepled
the popular demand.

Not a few urged the wholesale mas-

way as they were wont to lynch
negroes in the SBouth. It was a feurful
hour for the Japanese in  America,
They dared not leave their homes and
knew not when their emd might come,

The Mikado's army and navy made
up their minds. Especlally was the
navy, knowing that {t huad nothing
whatever to do with the sinking of the
Manila, determined to chastise the ar-
rogance of the Americans, And vet
the Cabinet was delaying the final de-
cision In the hope to convince the
American Government snd people that
the sad fate of the Manila was due to
the ignitlon of Its powder magazine or
rome such accident which the Japa-
nese navy had no reason to know any-
thing about. The weak kneed alti-
tude of our ministry made the Ameri-
cans a'l the more swaggering, for they
had been looking for just such an ex-
cuse to create a casus belll and force
WAr upon us.

While our Government was foolishly
parleying with the Administration at
Washington an untowurd event hap-
pened depriving us of all hopes for
preserving peace, Our embassy at
Washington was subjected to fresh
attacks at the hands of the riffraff.
They hauled down the Rising Sun that
was flying over the embassy and tore
it into tatters. In the attempt to de-

tion of the American feet, Whencol..cr, of the Japanese in the same|

|

|
|
|

Harbor at Honolulu, The strategy of |
the Japanese was to strike the first|
divieion and complete the occupation |
of the Philippines before the seconl|
fleet, reenforced by the Atlantic fleet, |
which was speeding for the Pacific
through the Panama Canal, arrived
on the scene, |
Simultaneously with the despatch |

the ultimatum to the American |
Government the Naval Staff Board a* |
Tokio wired the commander in chief !
of the united squadron at Sasebo in- |
structing him to pbepare for an eure-'
dition to the Phillpplnes. The dutie=
of the united fleet as defined in the
instruction were as follows:

1. To attack and destroy America's
first squadron in Philippine waters,

2. To escort an army which will be
despatched for the occupation of the
P’hilippines within ten days.

3. To land marines at certain pnlmn' Manila, thirty mies south of Olongapo, l.-:..-._-«-, but our eruisers proved far too

which will be mude the base of opera-
tion in the occupation of the Philip-
p'nes. |

4. To lvok out for the second squad-

ron of America which will soon leave nila. The island of Corregldor guard- | had established a record in the velocity
to, ing the gate of the harbor seems In|of our fighting ecraft.

Hawall for the Philippines, and
prevent its Jjunction with the first
squadron.

It was indeed an onerous task which
was assigned the united fleet, but the

officers and men were jubilant that! Manlla has a weak spot, for its rear|iurned to the Olongapo harbor.

the time was at last arrived when'
they might prove their loyalty to the |
Mikado and to the Btate,

In the meantime a Aying squadron,!

organlzed by warships stationed at the | in the attempt the fute of thelr em- | we inflicted upon the American squad-

Pescadore lslands, off Formosa, was
ordered Immediately to proceed to the|
Philippines, with the specific mission |
to ascertain the whereabouts of the|
cnemy's first divislon, This fiying|
squadron, commanded by Vice-Admiral |
Uyesugl, consisted of four hattle
crulsers and four large and six small |
destroyers,

On the morning following his de-
parture from the Pescadores Vice-
Admiral Uyesugl discerncd the vague
contour of Luson laland upon the hasy
horizon. 8o far no American war-
ships were sighted, Obviously the

rand Manlla.

' vent of Americans it was rapidly con-

, well suplied with ammunition

enemy had retived into the new
harbor of Olongapo

Cautivusly our squadron mude
way toward Luzon. At sundown it
captured an American steamer named
America on her way to Hongkong
carrying refugees from Munila, |
Through a Chinaman who was amone
the captives It was ascertained that
America's Aslatic fleet us well as the
first squadron was n Olongapo har-
bor, The Chinese also informed Vice-
Adimiral Uyesug: that the American
troops on the island, numbering some
40,000, had been gathered at Olongapo
Although there were some
10,000 native troops, these, he sald,
could not be trusted, for they were not
any too loval to their American over-
lord.

The capture of the America augured
well. At the beginning of the Rus-
flan war our navy selzed a steamer
named Russia, which {nspired our ot
cers with confildence. Did not the cap-
ture of the America presage our ulti-
ciate victory over the American navy?

In buoyant spirits our officers and
men pursued thelr course until they
came within thirty or forty miles of
Olongapo harbor. This naval base is |
some thirty miies north of Muniia. Be-
fore the American occupation of the |
Philippines, Olongapo was nothing but
an jnmgnificant hamlet, With the ud.

naval

is

verted Iinto a prerless naval base. Dur-
ing the past ten years the ['nited
Stutes expended almost a billion dol-
lars for the improvement and fortl-
fication of the harbor,

This American stronghold in the Far
East has all the advantages of Port
Arihur, with none of its disadvantages,
At the entrance of the harbor lies
Grand Is.and, which, protected by the
two promoentories jutting out from two
opposite directions, stands a sentinel
to the magnificent nmval base. HBoth
the surrounding hills and Grand Island

ﬁ"

~ ‘
""a"_‘Q ™a destrovere dartea rartn fike %o
-

| strovers slipped

HJ"‘ £

oatfbs -,

meny  bloodhounds, As they came
rearer the gate of Olongapo the elght
searchlights on the shore, each hwing

¢ at least one hundred thousand candle-

power, threw luridd ravs upon the
wiler, Dodging the dazzling lights |
with counsummate skill our destroyers
sped on toward their goal.

¥ u sudden threa of oupr destroyers |
boldly attacked one of the scout cruis-
ers of the enemy. It was & deadly
hlow which they dealt, for the druiser
mnstantly went down to the bottom
of the sca, Surpriked by this unex-
pected anttack the batteries of the forts
opened  fire, bhut the gunners knew
not where to aim, for our destroyers
4ti!l managed to avold the search-
JAght=. Ahle to see no other warships
they mistook their own scout crulsers
tor the assallants and centred their
fire upon them. ¢ !

While the enemy's forte were fight-
inkg his own crulsers three of our de-
into the harbor and

hurled torpedoes with deadly effect |
against a number of the enemy’s
Ireadnoughts.  In the midst of rush

md confusion it was jmpossible to
ascertain the extent of damage they
nflicted upon the enemy, but it seemed
certain that at least three of the tor-
pedbes dealt fatal blows o as many
warships. Having attained their ob-
ject our destroyers began to petreat !
under the enemy's gauntlet as quietly |
as they had advanced. |

By this time| however, the sea was
covered with dazzling {llumination
from which our destroyers found it no
longer possible to conceal themselves,
Not one of them could escape the hap-

tsm of fire. One succumbed to Al
fatal shot, while the second was
rammed by the enemy's destroyver

Pand was soon devourea by the \Ahl!‘lll‘ll:;
watem unly the third managed to
escape, though not without sustaining
serfous damage, and Joined \'iL‘P-z\d-"
miral Uyesught's main squadron hefore |
the dawn,

When the curtain of darkness wus
lifted over the harrowing scene of bat-

tle of the night preceding the main
strength of the American fleet, con-
sisting  at  least of twenty dread-

noughts and cruisers and ten destroy -
ers, was seen in oa magnificent array
outside the Olongapo harbor. It was
accompanied by  several nornpln.nou.;
which had no doubt Informed the

are so strongly fortified that no war-

enemy of the inferior strength of Uye- '
sugi's squadron. Knowing the folly !

{ ship can hope to force her way into|of engaging such an overwhelmingly |

the harbor as long as the forts are|supertor force of the enemy Uyesugi |

Equally swell protected is the port of |

perhaps so formidably fortitied as M-

itself strong enough to keep out any
armada for an indefinite period, for it
is nothing but a solid mass of redoubts
and capemates and batteries,

And yet

{8 comparatively ill protected.
The Japunese were determined to|

| take both Olongapo and Manila within | us.

the prescribed time. Should they fall|
pire would be sealed, i
L] . L] L L] [ ] I

The mantle of night
over the agitated sea. Vice-Admiral |
Uyesuni, commander of the fying
squadron, at once put the destroyers |
into action, Some were ordered to|
reconnoitre the entrance (o lllnnmum.‘
locate the positions of the search-
lights,  and if possible creep into the
harbor and attack the enemy's ships.
(ithern were ordered to accompany
the speclal vessels engaged In cut-
ting the cables connecting Manila
and Olongapo with the outside world.

wis thrown

|t once ordered a retreat,

The Amerlcan fleet gave a hot |

" Manila 18 indeed America’s base of op-swift to be overtaken by it.  During
eration for the whole Orient.  No other ] the Russo-Japanese war the quick
commercial port in the Far Fast i={ movement of o battleships and cruls-

ers was 4 marvel to the Russians. We

The American
ships, seeing that it was Impossible to
get our ships within the reach of their
guns, turned thelr course after a pur-
suit of two hours and apparently re-

The Initial success of our flying
squadron was a great encouragement
Though we sacrificed two de-
stroyers and an aeroplane, the injury

ron was immensely more serious. As
fur us could be ascertained the enemy
lost a dreadnought, & hattle cruiser,
an wrmored cruiser, three destroyers
und an aweroplane.

- [ ] [ ] . . L]

A few days previous to the attack |
on (Olongapo harbor by our flying
wquadron the main strength of the
Mikado's navy, the united fleet, had
left Susebo for the Philippines. Under
the command of Admiral Kinoshita
the main fleet, consisting of almost a
hundred vessels, followed the usual
course toward Manila.

| Rozhesvenski's fleet met

| enemy's first

—

The united fleet comoprised nine
groups. The cighth group, consisting
of four light cruisers, accompanied by
the second group of sixteen destroyers,

"STATES™

fleet within the harbor. Now aad
then fleros duels took place belwesa
our asroplanes and the cnemy's. At
one time twenty-five tighting craft of
the air, fifteen of the enemy's and
ten of ours, while engaged in a deadly
combat, were swept by the sudden
gale so common in that region and
dashed upon the sea, The destroyers
from both sides came 1o the rescue
of the unfortunate flicrs, und the
duel of the alr was goon converted to
the titanic struggle of the sea.

It was, however, when the battle-
ship Nagato succumbed to the attack
of an American submarine that our
fleet suffered the first serious loas,
The sinking of the Nugato created
consternation at the General Staff
Office and at the Naval Htaflf Board.
The oloak of censorship carefully cov-
ered the disaster and the news never
appeared in the newspapers nt the
time. Yet the secret could not ab-
solutely be kept from the Inquisitive
public.

The nation intuitively felt that some-
thing was the matter with our fleet
at Olongapo. And at this moment of
despondency a fearful report came
from London like u thunderbolt out
from the blue—the second squadron of
America, assisted by the vessels from
the Atlantic, had left Honolulu for an
unknown destination’

or an unknown destination? Would
the enemy come to bombard Toklo, or
would he proceed to attack our fleet at
Olongapo? Whichever might be the
care, the most trying day of the empire
had come,

From Hawaii to Manlla the distance
Is 4600 kflots. At twelve knots an
hour the second squadron of America
would appear in Philippine waters
within sixteen duys Unless we re-
@uced the stronghold of Olongapo and
placed our wargliips securely in the
harbor, both our squbdron amnl our
land forces were dnomed

For ten days ufter its departure from
Honolwlu the wherealvuts of the en-
emy's secomd squadron were utterly
unknown. On the eleventh day it
suddenly appeared in the nelghborhood
of the Bonin group, our outpost in the
Pacifie, 680 miles from Tokio. The
news of the American occupation of
the Bonin islands electrificd the nation,
The vainted patriotism and loyalty of
the people was put to the severest
test,

Some of the capMalist= and husiness
men had already begun to urge the
conclugion of a peace treaty Newns
papers began to throw the whole re-
sponsibility upon e army ol navy,
ignoring that they were the first 1o ud-

voocate war, Politicians, who o had
foolishly opposed the Government's
naval programme, hlamed the naval

authorities for the state of unprepared-
ness that now confronted the empire,

At this eriticul moment a certain
Furopean Power, knowing that the
utter humiliation of Japan at the

hands of the American nation would
disturb the bhalance of power in the
Pacifle, approached thy Government at

Washington with the ldea of ending
the war then and there. But the
United Htates, convinced of her vie-

tory, turned a deaf ear to this propo-
sition.
The day of doom of the empire hud

led the line of march. About ten knots
behind the eighth and second groups
four dreadnourhis, ncluding Admirval

come.  Our expeditionar, forces must
lose no more time in reducing Olon-

gapo. Driven to Jdesperation, Admiral
Kinoshita's flagship. made an Impres- | Kinoshita ordered a number of destroy -
siv: appearunce. This was the first | oro 14 Jash into the harbor and attack
group, the mainsay of the whole fleet. | 1),. enemy's dreadnoughts with tors
Then came the third group of five pedoes,
hattleships, to he followed hy the The destroyers, hy dint of =sheer au-
fourth group of four battleships, the o ..o " ol l e Gieeneded  in
fifth group of four battle crujsers, the = L. o5 ough the obstacles Ut
sixth group of four cruisers, the sev- l"!'l‘ltil“ mouth of ,‘]" ‘“;,,"‘ ut
enth group of five crulsers and the ) [\ 5 0 e fiom the encmy's
ninth group of four second class cruls- | h.‘rln -Illd. s!ni-p” \\.v‘-' Y ‘T. rring l‘. it
erh. The ninth group escorted twenty nona of the destroyers munuged to
Iransports carrying an army division SR !
18 well as the necessary munitions and ”‘. ,‘1:“ the land side our attavk was
supplies | } ; - . s ; .
It wus a magnificent sight, this ar- ety '-?h N“”f“" ',\”“l 1y ‘H ol
B4 s and sacrifice without parallel in the
ray of the Mikado's fighting -'rﬂftt“h st histars of rtare our uri t
And yet when Admiral Kinoshita ” 2 2 o Lt

thought of the meagreness of the first
group of dreadnoughts he could not
but appreliend the outeome of the
great battle that wasg before him, for
in modern naval warfare the dread-
nought {8 the cornerstone of a fleet,
This theory was established in the
hattle of the Japan Sea where Admiral
its fate at
the hands of Togo.

On the fAAfth day

of itm southward

vovage the united fleet met Vice-Ad-
flying squadron and

miral Uyesugi's
learned of the daring exploits of the
th‘ee destroyvers that attacked the
American squadron In the Olongapo

 harbor three nights before,

Admiral Kinoshita's first duty was
to land a corpes of 1,000 marines at a
certain point on Lingayen Bay. This
was accomplished with great difi-
culty, costing us some six hundred
lives, Upon the landing of our ma-
rines the natives in the town of Lin-
gayen and its vicinity, long dissutisfied
with American administration, readily
Jjoined hands with the invading forea
and supplied them with provisions as
well as much information of great
strategical value.

With the establishment of the base
of operation at Lingayen, Admiral Ki-
noshita procluimed the bloekade of the
whole island of Luzon. Soon the re-
enforcements of land forces began to
pour in from Osaka. Ujina and Naga-
saki. In the meantime another strong
detachment landed at Lamon Bay to
attack Manila from the rear. All told
there were now six army divislons,
numbering soma 120,000 officers and
men,

During the Russlan war Japan em-
ployed an army of 60,000 men in the
siege of Port. Arthur, which was de-
fended by a 30,000 garrison. At the
sacrifice of 16,000 lives the Japanese
were enabled to reduce the Russian
stronghold  after the lapse of fve
months., In the slege of Manlla and
Olongapy we could not afford to lose
so much time, for the second and
thid aquadrons of America would
soon attack us from the rear.

Should we fall to take Manila at
once and destroy without delay the
squadron now in the
Olon@apn harbor our cange would be
lost and the fate of our empira would
be doomed. That was why we sent 8o
large an army to Lingayen and La-
mon,

The first army which occupied
Linguven lost no time in beginning
operationa against Olongapo, while

the second army, which landed at La-
mon  Bay, advanced toward Maunila.
The American forces at Manila, aware
of the superior s=trength of the at-
tacking army, offered no vesistance,
but beat @ retreat to the stronghold
of Olongapy. Thus Manila was taken
without sacrificing a single life.
. . . . . .
While our land forceg were press-
ing toward Olongapo our squadron
kept close watch over the American
’

lust planted the Rising San upon the
walls of the stronghold which
| thought impregnable

! With the fort'flcations oceapled b
| the Japanesa the American squadion
| had no alternative but to sally out of
{ the harbar. De«fying the ganntlet of
| our squadron the enemy boldly made
his way into the open sea and speeded
in a southerly direction Adiniral
Kinoshita, with his entire fleet, ut
once followed the tleeing vessels, and
after a chase of several hours suce
veexled In overtaking them.

At this time our squadron consisted
of five drendnoughts, four battle cru!-
sera of the dreadnought type, six bat-
tleships, four Lattle crulsers, nine firat
class crulsers, thirteen second cluss
crulsers, two first cluss destroyers, four
#econd class destroyers and six third
cluss destroyers

Of the American fleet thera
thirteen dreadnoughts, four
ships, six first class crujsers,
ond class cruisers, four first «
stroyers and twelve second ¢
stroyers.

In the nunmber of ships our strength
appeared superior to the enemy's fleet,
But the American fleet had (wice as
many dreadnoughts as ours and was
equipped with guns greatly more pows
erful than ours. The engazement thae
irull.-wnl was the most gleantie in the

Wil
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three soce
asn o=

88 do-

naval history of the world
The Herculean strugein eaded in
Admiral Kinoshita's victory, The nrst

#quadron of America was totally de-
siroyed. But while our victorious
lorews were shouting “Banzai!" the

wireless staution at Lamon, which hal
fallen into the handsz of our land foree,
flashed to our flagship the news of the
approach of the enemy's seconl
squadron’!

Thut was the end of all hopes for

our squadron, our land torces, our ems=
pire.  With ammunition gone, with
half the ships sent to the bhottom of

the sea In the great naval encounter
that had just ended, how could the
aurviving ships, all serfously damaged,
meet the onslaught of the freah
enemy ?

The second squadron
consisted of twelve buttleships, fou=
battle cruisers,  three  first  class
crulsers, four tirst destroyers
and fourteen second class destrovers,

Confronted by such  a powerfui
eneny our officers and men vroved
;homm-h‘on dauntiess,  They foughtl
valiantly, but the stur of fortune had
ulready forsaken thenn,

'] . . . . .

The rest of the story is hettep
guessed than told  Sufficient to say
that the Mikado's squdron was coms
pletely annililluted.  Not because oar
fighters of the sea Were nol as gallant
or effivient as the American but bes
v use our people had shown o deplora -
ble lack of foreslght in refusing to
establish a stronger navy. For the
calamity that has befallen us what
oap we blame but our own folly®™
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