G N ii—————

e ==

THE NORTH PLATTE SEMIWEEKLY TRIBUNE.
r——— —

 HOSE In authority und those who
are experts on the guestion seem to
have come 1o a conclusion as to the
fighting force at sen that should be
maintained by the United Stutes.
Ware this model fleet now in exiat
ence and under review on some sych
great occasion as the openlng of the
Panama canal, the spectacl
would be about as follows

Forty-elght heavy-armored, big-gun caplital
ghips, each welghing from 20,000 to 20000 tous.
thooting ten miles and requirtng 1,000 men for
it operation. There would be one such ship for
each state and each bear the name of a state

For each of these ships there would be four
destrovers, or 192 in all, acting as scouts,
guardians,

For each capital ship there should be two sub:
marines, or 96 In all, these chiefly for the pro-
tectlon of home waters. [or the submarine as
It exlsis today is & terribly dangerous little oraft
and one agalnst which there fs no protection, It
serves little purpose In carrying the war into an
enemy’'s territory, but it makes an invaelon of
home ports a thing hardly to be considered. For
the submarine flotilla may go below the surface
of the water at one point and mav remain in-
vigible until it has traveled a hundred miles and
stolen in among the greal ships of the enemy at
anchor, Then, from its tubes may be released a
gcore of torpedoes with thelr EYroscopes set dead
on the unsuspecting men-of-war. Then, as the
submuarines steal nway unseen the mighty c¢rash
comes and the huge ships of the enemy are torn
#nd crumpled and go to the bottom.

To tl'm.l:p fighting craft should be added six
ammunition ships, 12 submarine tenders, six
supply ships, slx transports and six hospital ghips.
Abourd these ships In
time of war thers
would be 100,000 fight.
ing men, good and true
and trained.

This is the sort of
navy favored by Secre-
tary Joseplus Daniels
of the navy, a non-mili-
tary civilian who would
convert these ships into
trade schools while
they keep the peace. It
is the sort of navy rec-
ommended by the gen-
eral board of the navy,
the nation’s great experts upon the subject, gath-
ered together to determine just such policles. It
is the sort of navy that has been steadily adve
cated by the Navy League of the United States.

Just recently Secretary Danlels stated the
president’s position to the house committes on
naval affuirs, evidently with the president’s con-
sent. He said the president favored “at least two
battleships & year” with the {dea always in mind
of keeplng pace with the bullding programs of
the other great nations,

The general board of the navy,
the needs of the service In mind and not con-
gldering the matter of apprapriations that con-
gress might be expected to make, stated that pro-
vision should be made this year for four first-
clnss ships. This need wae due to the lack of
adequate appropriations for the two years past.

Hack of all of this is the declaration in the
platform of euach of the three parties prominent
in the last presidential election declaring for an
adequiute navy for maintaining Amerizan prestige,

The general board of the navy is, however, the
authority responsible for the drift of this coun-
try toward the idea of a definitely lald down
policy operative through a series of vears with a
navy of a glven strength as the ultimate goal.
This general board is also one of the most inter-
esting organizations In the federal service, but
one that {8 little understood,

Admiral George Dewey, the hero
bay, the only admiral in the navy, lg president
of the board. The presiding officer of the execu
tive committee g Rear Admiral C. F. Vreeland,

20en

eECOrts,

having merely

of Manila

who has been naval attache at St. Petersburg
and Parls, has commanded a divislon of the At
lantic fleat, has served In lmportant posts In the

come to Rear
that his first
he having re-
from the

Thege honors have
Admiral Vreeland despite the fact
gervice was ns an enlisted mard,
celved hix appointment to Annapolis
post of an apprentice seamun

The next officer In rank with the general
board wlso came up from the ranks. He Is Rear

department

Admiral W. H, H Southerland, who was An eén
listed man before golog to Annapolle. He com-
manded the Pacifie fleet and landed marines In

ago for the expedition that
Managus and stralghtened out the
much-troubled Central American
Admiral A A Knlght, of the
wpartmoent' s ordoance
'‘Knlght's Seaman
guthority on the
navyy war college

Nicaragua two Veurs
penetrated to
affalrs of that
republic Rear
general board, 1s the
expert, He ia the author of
ghip,” the generally acceptad
gubject, and president of the

Head Admiral B, A Fiske 1g the Inventor of
the servige Capt. A G. Winterhalter hag seen
much service in far Eastern waters. Capt H B
Knapp |s a member of the joint bhosird of the
armyv and navy and one of the men who i¢ bulld
tng the fortifications for the Panama cunal zobe
Capt, Hood was for s long time In com
mand of the battleship Delaware, making het
thé wofficiency ship of the navy Capt. W. R
Shoemaker routed those romaniie Moro pirates
out of the southern Phillppine waters

It was &l the close of the Spanlsh-American
wir that the nayvy department came (o appreciate
the fact that it was an administrative arganizs
sjon with no individual assigned to do any think
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United
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Btates The chiefs of
bureaus are men in charge of the execution of
certaln work. There wuas no one to shape poil
cles, The general board was created in 1000 for
that purpose.

For three yvears the general board concentrated
upon a single ldea—that of determining a definite
bullding program for the United States It want-
ed to look 20 years into the future, appreclate
what conditions would be at that time and stead-
fly develop the navy to meet those future condl
tlons. It belleved 1t would require 20 vears to
develop the right sorl of navy, that here wuas a
sort of work that could not be Improvised

So, after three veurs of study, the general
board outlined a policy for a bullding program
for the navy. It ealled for the development of a
fleet of 4% battleships In 1920, It wanted 192
destroyers to go with them and 96 submbrines
and various other auxillaries, It wanted the
fleet that the natlon I8 just now coming to ap
preciate as the proper fleet for its uses,

The general board recommended this bullding
program. Its recommendations wen! to the gec

retary and were plgeonholed They ware not
even gent to the naval committeps of congress
Each year the general board reconsidered the

question and each time the same recommendation
was made. They got no further than the depart
ment files

To have developed this fleet of 485 ships by

1820 It would have been necesgary, boginning o
1903, to make appropriantions for two first-class
ships each year and for three ships once in three
years, always with the proper auxiliaries So
would the end have been accomplished by 1920
Later, the provision for ships having been inade
quate, the general board msked congress for as
many as four ships In a year, as it has this year.
This was not because it believed four ships nec-
evesary each year, but because It wanted the
model fleet by 1820 and former appropriations
had fallen behind

Secretary Danfels was the first head of the
department who ever transmitted to cOngress the
recommendations of the general board together
with Its sreuments for the navy that it thought
should be developed,

In its recent recommendations to the gecretary
of the navy, the general board stated that it
realized that there was little hops of reaching
the fdeal navy that it had planned for 1820, but

that It should be reached as soon as possible
thereafter. Continuing, it sald:
“The hoard does belleve, however, that this

result may be eventually attained by the adoption
by the government of a defiulte naval poliey and
the putting of it before congress and the people
clearly and succinetly By this method respohsl
bility for any rupture of our peaceful relations
with other natlons due to ouy naval weakness, or

any national disaster in war due to the sime
cause will be definltely fixed
“The genernl board belleves that the people,

with full understanding of the meaning and the

reasons for naval power, will ingtruet the legisia-
tive branch of the govermaoent, and that that
branch, with the same understanding, will pro

vide the means. By the adoption and advocucy

of a clearly defined, deflulte poliey, the depart
ment with whom the responsibility first rests
will have Jone ite part and placed the responsl-
bility with the people and the leglziative hranch
of the government If the people, having been
given the meaning and the reasons for naval
power, fail to instruct congress, the responsibility
and the resulting materfal loss and pational hn
miliatlon rests with them, and iIf the congress,

having been instructed by the people, falls to pro-
vide the means, then the responsibility 18 thelrs

“The recommenduations of the board have been
in pursuance of 4 fixed und definite policy adopt-
ed by the board for its guldance, after
and deliberate conslderation of all the elements
Involved and after a careful estimate and fore
cast of the foture as to what would be the naval
development of those forelgn ecountries  with
which a confliet might be possible, and what
thould be our t’b-\ﬂ[upuu-nr o pence if
possible, or superiority of foree If war should be
forced upon us l':J\|lll‘H‘<!*i1 in coneretea words
the policy of the board has been to provide the
nation with a feet equal or superior 1o that of
any probable enemy, as a guarantor of peace;
and its forecast wae that a fleel of 45 buttleships

Insure

with the attendant lesser unhtE and nuxlliaries,
ready for actlon by 1820, would accompligh this
result.”
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PLENTY OF REINDEER IN ALASKA

Officials of the Aluska division., bureau of edu

cation, vesterday pove emphatie denial to 5 re
cently published statement that the relndeer in
Alagka are “dereriorating and diminishing They
declare that, on the contrary, the Alaskan rein
deer are constantly increasing o number and

improving In quality.

The recenlly completed tabulation of the re

turnsg contained in the annual reports of the
superintendents of the herds shows that there
were, June 20, 1613 17.268 reindesr in the 62
Alaskan herde, or a net lnerease of 21 per cent
during the Dseal year, Thie la cousldered a falr
mte of Inereise, especinlly inee neurly 5000
relndeer were killed for food and sking during
the vear Only 4803 of the reindeer are owned
by the government; 6,047 are owned by missions,
B844 by Lapps. and the remalning 30.532 are

owned by 707 Eskimos gnd Indiang, whose lncome
from the reindeer Industry during the ligcal yvear
wan $66 460 The relndesr helonglng to these
natives have an cstimated value of 763 300

The government {8 planoping to go out of the
relndeer businesg as fast as 1t can traln natives
for Individusl ownerghip, the polics
cournge Independencs pnd Initiative
natlve population Digtribution of
In charge of the ITnlted States teachers,
and it Is expected that the government will dis
pose of all its reindeer within the next four years

Lelgg to en

imong the
relndeer 1s
echool

W. T. Lapps, chie!f of the Alagka division,
*ald
ulurnge Is good in most parts of wagtern
and northoi Alagka, but a Tew relundeer herds
are kept in the windswept reglons nlong Lthe
northws et here the winter anos fre
quentl bevomes conted with leee from alternate
froepl thawing This prevents the herd
from s f proper food, pnd results in under-
LA Mosquitoes are ulso 4 eauae of stunt
d growth Herds at some digtance trom the
coart peecd o be kept weéll up on the mountain
Blopes Lo g 19 Ui mosqulitlo pests
The greatest immediate menace 1o the wale
fare of the reladeer lles In the tundra fires, starts
ed in the reclon of the mining camps. There {6
plenty of gruss and felinge for the deer In gume
mer, but in winter it is the tundra moss that
furnishes forsge dnd to destroy it Is 10 doul a
body blow one of Aluska's mpst promigine In

dustries

AN OVERSIGHT,

“Why don't you label the anlmals?
the vialtor at the zou

Aemanded

"They are labeled; signs on all enclosures.*
“No #lgn on this enclosure '
“"Well, we badn't thought to labe! that gnima)

That 18 o cow.'
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HUBSﬂN S RETURN

By M. QUAD.
A R e S S SRS R

It wan all over with Private Johu
Hobson. For two years he had been
A member of Company U, Seventh regl-
ment, stationed on the frontier, and
ever since the first week he had been
on the blacklist He got drunk; he
disobeyed orders; he quarreled with
his comrades; he fell asleep on sentry
duty; he left the post without leave;
he was the most slovenly man of his
company It wns far easier to tell
what he hadn't done than what he had,

Private Johin Hobson had been ad
vised, reprimanded, sent to the guard-
house, muloted of his pay, glven extra
duty and threstened with court-mar
tial, but after two vears he was the
same man still, It was inevitable that
the end would come, and come it did.
He was court-martinled on about a
dozen charges and convicted on all of
them, and the sentence was that he be
imprisoned for one yvear and then be
discharged In disgrace. It was a duty
the oflicers owed the regiment and the
gervice, and yet they felt 4 bit sorry
for the victim e was morally Irres
sponstble rather than vielous The
dovil In him had more lkely descendesd
than developed

“I'm sorrey for you in a way,'
the colonel, “but it was
1o do sanything with you, | pever saw
a man Hke you You have heen
charged with everything but coward-
ive, and if we had not been at peace
with the Indians that charge would
probably have been Included.”

“1 know I've made o lot of trouble.
colonel,” replied the man, “but nobody
can call me a coward. If we'd had a
fght T know 1'd bhave been in It with
the rest.’

"Such men ag you nre shirks when
thera is any tighting to be done. Your
barrack brawls don't signify soldierly
courage. Its no use to twlk, howeyer,;
yYou Know vour sentence.”

Hobson was sent to the guardhouse
to walt for the day when he should be
sent off under escort, and the sergeant
of the guard was surprised to see his
prisoner shed tears.

“You ought to hauve known it would
come,” he safd, in sarcastic aympathy,

“Look here, sergeant,” sald the man,
a8 he crowded back his emotions, “the
colouel called me u coward."”

“Well, do you find any fault about
[ s i

“Tlo you belleve I'm one

“Of course.”

“And does Corporal Shanley and all
the boye belleve go?™

“Not a doubt of '

"Good God, but | can't stand that,
sarge!
nulsanee to evervbody,
me a coward. I'm to be sent to prison
nnd  disgracefully lischarged, but
leave me one thing to bulld up on
ngain.  Call me a devil, & fool and a
lunatie, but don't say 1'd shirk a fight.”

"Let me tell you something, Hob
son,” sald the sternddaced old ser-
geant, ag he looked the prisoner up
and down In contempt. “Judging by
what Uve geen of you | wouldn't agree
to drive a dozen redskins off this res
gervallon with a thouwsand men like
vou bshind me, That's pat, my man,
und you mpy swallow it or no.”

Hobson grew white-faced and turned
away and wept, while the réntinel ot
the fAoor laughed unfeelingly and
nsked him If he had any Indlan sealp-
locks to prove hig bravery

“Why, the sight of a buck in war
paint would havea scared him out of his
shoes!"” was the general verdiet of his
comiades, and each und every one
added a wish that he had never come
to the company

That night Hobson dug his way out
of the guardhouse, and the varlous
squads sent out next day In goarch of
the deserter fatled (o get any trace of
him Desertion a fitting climax
to his career, and he would likely be
heard of nest ad an oullaw Weeks
passed nod drenry winter gave place
to spring. Sometimes the men won-
dered sbout Hobson, but nothing was
pdvanced to his eredit He had got
legr

eald
noe use trying

L

but don't call

wWiAR

see him again Indeed, there were
welght ler o think of. The In
dians were becoming restless, and re

ports of war dances were coming in ul

thinga

mogt dully They might go on the
war path and massacre & dozen set
Llers and scalp a few teamsters, and

the troops might have a hot chase Lo
drive them back over the Republican,
bul it would end there. The idea that

they might attuck nny of the frontier
ports wus too absurd It was so ab

e that 4t Fort Wallace no defensive
Preprulio: o oany sort were made

Even the gunrd at the powder moga

ding was limited to one man

On uw certain Wednesday the reporis
vore more pumerous and disquieting
and the msn wore paraded and in

pected to i
take the teld
ment L ovan

rendy for an order to
If there was uny exelu

ikhed ax the comphnles
miprched baek o thelr quarter Tha
colonel looked down from the Lill fnto
the peaceful valley with his bhinocy
lurs anid felt relleved. e notieed th

prazing herds—the curllog smoke from
the farmhouse chimneys—1the
men in the fields and the frelghters on

plow

the winding highwoy, and he smiled
at the fdea of danger The hostiles
might do thelr bloody work over the

range to the north, and over the river
to the west, but they would not come
within fifteen miles of the fort

That night at ten o'clock the sen
tinnel at the gute eried: "Halt! Who
comes there!" Then he eallod for the
corporal of the guard, and he for the
officer of the day, and ten minutes

I've ghirked duty and been a |

|

later, the colonel, who was about (6]
seck hie bed, was called out. He
found a man in citizens' dress with
the oMeer of the day and n seutine!l
The man was rough, unkempt and

ragged. He was hungry and footsore
and exhausted,
“Who fe It and what's the news?

queried the colopel, in no agreeable
frume of mind.
“It's Hobson, sir," answerad the ar-

rival, ag he wearily saluted.

“Hobson? Hobson? Why, you are
the deserter and have come to give
yoursell up, Adjutant, why wasn't

this man sent to the guardhouse in-
stead of disturbing me?”
"He has news, sir,” replied the ad-

“Colonel,” sald the deserter, as he
lonned heavily agninst the veranda of
the commander's quarters, “lI've been
living among the Indiane, greasers
and outluws since | deserted You
may know that the Sloux are ready
for the war-path, but I don't beliove
vou know that old Concha and 600 war-
riors are hiding nlong the river over
there and will move on you tonight.
It has been planned for days, colonel,
and they'll be here to attack in the
gray of morning I've known It for
throe days past, but I couldn't get
away to give vou warning. [ dodged
them tonight. and here I am and my
news Is straight  They'll sweep the
valley clear and then rush the fort.
Now, send me 1o the guardhouse as
n deserter and get ready for trouble.”

There was a moment’s silence as the
deserter finlshed. There had been A
ring of truth in his every word, and
no one doubted his news

“Hobgon, you are no coward, and

|
| you will not go to the guardhouse,”

off, and no one thought to ever|

frankly replied the colonel, as he ex-
tended his hand

Then men went galloping down Intoe
the valley to warn the settlers and
bring them in, and the fort prepared
for defense. Orders were lssued im
whispers and men moved about like
shadows In three hours a4 breast-
work of boxes, bales of hay, wagons
and turl covered the most exposed
point and the one most likely to be at-
tacked: An hour later every man who
could fire a gun was crouching behind
It and walting for the expected attack.

“Sergeant,” whispered the deserter,
as the non-com. peered into his face
through the darkness, “you said 1 was
4 coward."”

"Yes, 1 did”

“And you sald that Corporal Shan-
ley and all the boys belleved me &
coward.”

“Well ™

Well, I'll make you all take it back
tonight or go to h——1 tryingh"”

Moving with the footsteps of ghosts,
and leaving the crickets stlll singing
behind them, Concha's 0600 warriors
left their lurking place under cover of
darkness and swept up the valley.
They found it deserted of human life,
but, congclous of thelr strength, they
presged on to the fort, At the first
ulgns of daylight they raised a savage
ery and made their rush, Dut for the
extemporized brenstwork the post
would have been carried off-hand. The
rifle fire surprised and checked them,
but they were not panie-stricken.
They rushed agaln and again, and at
length, at one point, half a score of
rhem broke through. Six or seven offi-
cers tried to drive them back with
gsword and revolver, and the melee had
become bloody and furious, when o
man with clubbed musket dashed In
and cheered as he lald about him, It
was the deserter. He cheered and he
ptruck, and he struck and he cheered,
and every ftime the musket stock
eriashod down it shattered a skull. He
did not fight Hke a man, but ke =
devil, Almost with his own hands he
killed or drove back such as had sur-
mounted the works.

All along the line the hostiles had
had enough. Two hundred of their
number lay dead on the green grass as
Concha gave the word to draw off, and
this heavy losa was to break the pres-
tige of the Bioux chieftain and make
him beg for lasting peace,

“Hobson! Hobson! Where is Hol-
son?" called the colonel, ss the fight
was over and his heart beat with gratl-
tude for the man who had brought the
warning.

“"Here, gir,” replled Sergeant Davis,
as he pointed to one of the 20 dead
men inslde the breastwork—a dead
mun with three dead warriors lying
within reach of his hand

“And 1 called that man a coward!™

“And so did 1. =ir, and so did we
ull, and may God forglve us for !
(Copyright, 1614, hy Twily Btory Pub Ca)y

Flrst One-Cent Paper

The frst one-cent morning paper i
America was the New York Morning
Past, which was founded in 1833, with
De. 1, D. Shepard as editor and Hor-
wea Greeley as printer. Prior to that
by three yours an evening paper called
The Cent selling for that nmount, had
had a brief existence in Philadelphia.
tiresley, who was born 103 years REOD,
sturted his carcer as o printer In
Poultney, Vi, In 15826, In 1831 he arp-
rived In New York with $10 in his
pocket, but two years later he began
business on his own gecount as printer
of the Morning Post, The following
year Greeley, in partnership with Jonas
Winchester, estublished the Neéew York-
er, of which Greeley was editor. In
1540 Greely edited and publisced the
Log tCabln, a campalgn paper that
gilned the astounding eirculation of
K0 000

Patlent Kine.

Mr. Bimshy-—Well, 1 see the militant
suffragettes have 'burned Buleate in
England and the brigands burned Lao-
Ho-Kow in China,

Mrs, Blmsbhy—Friday, the thirteenth,
muy not have been fatal to the hu-
mun family, but the poor cattle surely
suffercd that day.



