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Army and Navy Experts See New Dangers Growing
' Out of the Great War and Point Out Where
' We Are Weak to Resist Attack

By ROBERT G. SKERRETT,

Al ..TIII’J presont state of afairs 1s

: criminalt™ P !
. ! In this manner Benator du
Pont haw stiwmatized our military un-
readiness and scathingly condemned
the attitide of the present Administra-
Hon toward natlonal preparedness,

If thisn denuncintion had been & came
palgn outburst #ome allownance wnuhl|
be necessary on the seore of political
Byperbote. It waw, on the contrary, a |
Patriotie protest born of an Intimate |
knowiedge of the conditions disciosed
during cortuin heafings before the
Committe on Mititury Affairs of the |
United Biaten Senut |

It Im o grive pity thit the Amerioan
Publie dovs nit wive these lezislative
proceedings corvlal sty Every for-
'-ln ministry of wor wnd ministry of
'-ﬂl'le mukes these dicuments
m of the cloMest serating ; and our
potentinl crnemles know mueh better |
than the Amcrican taxpayer just
Where wo areswonk, how muel we
fmek, ana now generally futilte would
Be any sustulned effort to reslst o de-
farmined and a powerful foe. And
thls despite the fact that the world's
Freatest war s now In its third venr.

A8 a matter of fact we know that the
Porganized regular army (s mostly on
Ppaper. True, an increase In enlisted
Perwonnel has been nuthorized, but
Where are the ofMcers necdsd to com-
Band these men if we vver got them?
EBe ofMcer Is o permanent appolntes:
e quota of the ranks can be changed
M any moment by a Presidential
erder! In other words, ofMeers are
'ﬂu made in a day, and the Chief Ex-
Beutive can nullify by a scrateh of the
pen the vois getting legislution that
parades as a token of military pre-
parednens,

We know what has happened sineo
e “Federal Muitin” eame into being
Brough the Huy il It took the Gova
rament two months and more to res
prult and to mobilize upoa the Mexi-
pan border a matter of something like
B bundred and ten thousand of these
ptisert woidicrs Not only that, but
this unseasoned and In many partic-
mlars  ucfit uvreaalzation was  ase
pmbled for itx  work  improperly
quipped, avd in some vitnl essentlals

h remains the state of affairs even

It isyno wonder then that ofe

aly=
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munltion, and they would attack the

between the principal
anil from the Eastern citles to the
West." |

Elaborating this evil pleture, Gen,
Wood continued: “He would probably |
hold New York and Boston; posaibiy |
the entire arms and munitions area |
from Hoston to Daltimore, and exact |
such tribute as he wanted; then take
whatever action might be necessary to
prevent us from longer asserting the
Monroe Doctrine, He would take any-
thing he wanted. It would be just a
question of how much he wanted"
And how moy & fos offect this in the
nuickest way and whence would It be
possible for one of them to strike from
within  the continental limita to
achieve this very end? The nnewer ix
a startling one, as military strotegists
put It, for it showa how conditions
have changed about ue while we have
Erown to Jlook beyond the seas (or our
posgible antagonists. In the popular
mind Qermany and Japan have joomed
large porsistently as the lkellest of
our foes,

Our neutrality has lost us friends, if
It hasn't actually made cnemies for us,
and the bitter commerclal struggle
that Is bound to come will strip us of
our gaine if we are not strong enough
to fight for them. Indeed there are of -
ficers In both hranches of our defen-
sive mervices that do not hesitate to
“ay that our day of reckoning mny
caome within the next two years, and
England may e the first o eall us to
actount as she settlen back grimly to
win agnin her dominancs in the world
of trade. Heretofors It has been the
custom (o enlarge upon an Invas'on
from oversea, and those satiefled with
our defences—afloat and ashore—have
plctured the diffculties of transporting
anywhere from 180,000 to 250,000
troops acroas the Atlantic. As a rile
our battle fleet has been proslnlmed
strong enough to effectually interfere,
and we have been treated with Imagi-
nary sinkinga of scorea upon scores of
heavily laden, defenceless  enemy
transports. Conditlona have changed:
we may be humiliated and defeated
without a singie troopship venturing
across the ocean,

According to the dictum of our mill-
tary strategy of the past, “Canada |s
A hostage againet war, England could
not afford to strike us becnuse we
cotld overrun and dominate the I[ue
minion” That wes n fact antdl Can-
ndi, thrilled with the call to urms
rushed with the flower of her man-
hood to help In the defince of the
Biritish Empire.  The Dominlon has
become In fact a militury nation, and
when the world war ends Chnada will
have at her disposal quite half o mill-
lon tralned men and battle tried vete
erans. She will be Infinitely stronger
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Boers of this Fedorillzed sorvice have

“"I'll'd by hundrods
I rife among the runi and file
“Benevolent neastrallty™ s a thing
P the past; 'resilont Wilsan his re-
pontly confessod ns much, In eo many
B terms he has told us that the
fted Btates could not sgaln malas
Ita neutrallty i nsother great war
¥? Deecnuse the natlon that |s
ng enough ta feht and won't do ss
mlnen an ohject of contempt and a
ble target fir attack, ex-ecially
hen other conniries are battling for
what they considey right and interests
pre worldwide and none can be Indif-
to the outcome. Ax he ex-
8 It, “The egreat Furopean war
merved at least to show us this ane

i dlsoontent

ing, that the world  tself hows
" But have we changwed?
Prealdent Wikon and his
pasociates done thelr part to make

M ready for this change? Have they |
us atrong where strength will
Eﬂhll? neccssary in the near fus
T Have thev realized how these
world changes have radleally upset
tlons right hers upon this con-

|t of North Ameplon?

Notes ad navsesam have fAgured In
the CGovernment's malntenance of jta
peutrality, Lut this sort of diplomatie
Bamporizing will cut but o tritting part
In staving off hostllities in the days to
pome, Ax Gen. Wood told Congress & |
few months buck: “When a condition
eommanding wur comes about the en-
emy natlon which s going to strike
knows when and where It is golng to |
otrike, We are not golng to get o pos
e warning saving thut ‘We are go-
Ing to attack son at such a time and
such a place’ It will come as guickly
88 the action of Japan agninst Port

Arthur. It s Just such an attack as |
that which is koing to cateh us”

When Jen Wiod  was  asked:
®Rhould we, In our preparations for
@efensive war. buve In mind a war |

such as e now Lelng wueed in Furope,
or does our situntion ey ut somewhiot
@ifferent factors? he answersd: *Our |
«preparation s rally s preparmtion
against war.  1f we were attacked hy
any Euopenn Power it would he un- |
doubtedly an nttick launched on the
Atlantie const Lotween aitimors and |
Boston, and nt thy & t Hnes of com
munication and the erent centres of
wealth, In an urea comprised within a
lne drawn, Lo nnine at Boston and
Including oor orsenols. our munition
plants in M- s, Now York nnd
Pennaylvanis ned rannlog our wt Hal-
timore. Thut would inelude nbout 8%
Ppeor cent. of all aur arms making and
ammunition  makioe Uities,  Thut
would be the torritory Wt wiileh an en-
omy would strike. Ay enemy would
otrike at 11 ter wy i oan efforet to
#ripple our supply of urms and am- |

thun vurselves, equipped ns we are not,
and able to strike rapldly a stunning
and - compelling tlow. Faney what
might huppen it Canada mode a hos-
Hle move of this sort by wiay of n
declaration of war In support of (he
policy of the mother country,

We have atwolutely nothing along
the border capable of halting an nig-
Rressive move of this deseription, and
In order to dominate the area between
Boston and  Haltimore which Gen
Wood has described what would 1
more likely than an Invasion stralght
down from the Dominlon by way of
the Hudson Valley? We couldn't pres
vent it, as we are situated to-day and
i we are likely to ba n year or two
hence. owing to the action of the Pris.
ont Administration, With a dlworgnn-
lzed Federal militla, and with a regu-
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ably lkewise lacking in enlisted men,
whit could we do agalnst a force such
as Cannda could spesdily put into the
field?  Our opposition would be of lit-
the avall, and the stronghold of our |
thews of war would soon be In the firm |
grip of the foe, Our seacoast de-
fonces would thus be taken In the rear,
and some of our moat vitally necessnry
navil stations brought under the fire
of the enemy’s gins and our ships and
our forts impotent to ald.

With this done, Great Biritain could |
bring her battle fleets to bear at leis- |
ure.  True, her ships® would probe
nbly have to fight and Aght hard. As
Gen, Whod has expressed it: "1 do not
think our navy would be driven from
the sea until they had done all powssl-
blee 1 think many would be found at
the bottom of the sea and the rest
hottled up, “When asked if that meant
at the end of sixty days, he answered:
“Within that t'me” And within two
months, so it would sem, our army
and our navy would be hobbled and
the foe, pursuing the dual method of |
attock deseribed, would e able to dle-
tute his own terms And yet, the
Administrution’s military spokesman,
the Secretary of War, wpeaking of the
army bIL says: “Taken In econjunc-
tion with the navy hill, the Unlted
Elntea may pursue (1s destiny in tran-
quithity, sssured of o defensive strength
meet for any emerge ey

And if Great Tiritain be not hostile
and Canadinn troops be not the Arst
0 mennee us, what = our millitary
readiness 1o mest an oversen ate
thek — pssuming our Atlantie coast
mennced and the fleet  forced to
seek  ahelter tehind our coast de-
fenees or surprised in harbor behind |
those  suppossdly sheltering guns?
In other words, how far {s the army
able to cooperate effectively with the
navy to the end that the latter may
do the best expected of It?  Com-
moniy, It has been the custom in dis-
Cussing this Interrelation to ecorwlder
the action of the two arms to be
lnfeely independent.  That s to say,
the function «f the navy Is to inter-
copt the foe far seaward and either to
bring him to action or to Frevent the
linding of an Invading army. Falling
in this, then the burden of defence
fills npon our seacoast batteries and
our moblle army.  But this anly telis
Balf the story, The offective work of
the navy may hinge primarily upen
cquilly effective work on the part of
ur fixed coast defences

Brig-Cen. Erusmus Weiaver, chief
of the Coast Artlllery Divialon, tells
ue that:  “The const fortifications.
the fixed fortifications, are placed
nt certindn strateglenl polnts whers

they  defenid  eertain anchiornges and
certaln. bodies of waler and cer-
tain  cltles  or  valuable  proper-
ties, They are intended to  de-

loealitles

fend msuech and properties
hgainst naval attack ony: that im, |
wgalnst the gunfire of hostile ships. |
* * * Our naval fleet would In
time of war with n maritime Power
stk the enemy's fleet on the high
stas and protect the coast in that way.
he coast forty at siuch a time merve
As points of support for the navy, be-
hind which our warships can take
refuge, and to which they eun ecome
for assistance or whers they may
come for repairs, * * * Prom which
It will he apparent that our eonnec-
tion With the navy In const defence s
Intimate  and  Important.”  Agaln,
fien. Weaver says: “I think the
proper way to look st the coast de- |
fence of this country In to eonalder
that It consista of thiree units, The
first |8 the navy. If the navy msecks
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But it was
now and then

Are worth
They'r
In pla

As well as

The Allies took a firmer grasp

On Constantine’'s—ah—ermine.

Von Mackensen
I8 loose again,

And Munsterberg's a German.

Our Mr. Baker spoke a piece
Which turned the nation torrid:

How solemn
Who bid us face The Question :
They are a strain

Upon
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| of the ooakt.

We can’t remember what he rald,

An aid to indigestion.

“The enemy's great ships swung in line ahead parallel with the coast and directly across the path of our ships bound out irom th

plishes the const detones by s
Ing the encemy's navy If possible, If
It were tied to any defenes (g utiliny
would be deerensed fust in proportion
to ity decreuscd mobitliy.  Then,
ond, sre the eoast defences whiel fur-
nith the points of support and the

L

(hartiors of refuge and the safe un-

ehorages for the navy, where the ships
of the navy can at any timas come n
for repalrs, And then, third, thers
v the mobille army to meet any attack
that I» made on the undefended part
Those three constityte
a combined entity and the esacntial to
A complete const defenece™

O the Atlantic coast we have per.

munent defencea at Portlond, Me;
Portemonth, N, H.: Poston, New 160
ford, Narragansett Hay, Long Istand

Sound. Eastern New York, Southern
New Yark, the Dolawnre River, Raltf-
more, the Potomae, Chesapeake Rav
Cape Toar, N. % Charleston nnd Sua.
vannnh; on the Gulf const we have
fortificationse nt Koy West, Tamti
Pensneoln, Mohile, the sntranes o the
Missismippl Hiver snd works bullding
at Galveston, and on the Paelfie eonst
the fAxed defences are loento] st San
Dicgn, S8an P'sdro, 8uan Francleco, the
mouth of the Columbda River and the

Something Horrid.

Fresh eggs, the current rumors say,

their weight in paper;
e served by some
tinum—

And Villa cut a caper.

Sir Woodrow said that he had done

he expected,

In spite of which the Colonel thinks
That Hughes should be elected,

what would
you do?

are the orators

the brain—
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A young and tender hearted thief
Who filched a stranger's raiment
Pursued his vietim down the strect

And doffed the clothes in payment,

EEK IN RHYME

Long Island has been widely robbed,

According to its habit,
The furs this year
Are rather queer;

'Tis well to keep a rabbit.

The Eastern Hemisphere enjoyed
A loan from Mr. Morgan.
Sir Bryan groomed himself to play
The Democratic organ;
His lightsome touch is on the keys
His foot is on the pedal.
The Kaiser's son
Has lost Verdun,
Despite his shiny medal,

A charge of nitroglycerine
Disturbed the subway servic
But such a detail would not m
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The folk of Gotham NErvous.

They're trained to shocks of g
Their lives are very zestful ;
They quite delight
In dynamite—
It is so very restful,
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