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Whatthe NAVY ¥
THINKS Abou

By Lucy White

T RE theres any prospecis of war?
I'm afrald not.
How would you llke a Aght?
Pretty well; they say It's almost
&r exciting as target practice.

VWhat other navies could defeat the
American navy?T They have forgotten
to bulld any navies of that sort.

What is the purpose of this cruise?
Do you think I am a clairvoyant?

Wil & blg fleet remain in the Pa-

fic? Neo, but & emall detachment may

3

te left a1 the Aslatie station, and after

the big fleet has completed 1ts crulse
to the east and back to New York
through the Suez ecanal, the frst
squadron will be returned to the Pa-

fie.

1 ¥ou intend to re-anlist? How can
I tell

What Al t sailors nerrying?
Where ¥ think wa'd stow the

then caught himself and regarded me
gravely. “It's a lucky thing for you
that you are a woman,” he said t
never struck a woman in my life, but '._;'
¥you were just a little bigger Won't
you please call some magp around here
and get him to say what &';m] just said?
“What?' I asked. naivel™ “That about
16 pretty falr sec His volce broke;
he could go no further.

One boy asked me If T hadn’t been
reading something by that fellow Reu-
terdahl. From his tone he didn't think
much of “that fellow.' “As to armor
plate,” they volunteered to inform me,
“we've got the best in the world, made
in lelplila—Dbetter than Krupp.
And we'y got Krupp, tog, on some of
the ships, but Krupp i= so hard it is

rittle, and the Philadelphla make i3
more pliatle and tougher.”

“What about this cruise?’ I _a.\:k{ad
them. “Don't you think It's rn-.1.<.;=.rm'.

this parading around the world,

ing all the other fellows your h
The navy azgaln expressed Its unanl-
mous oplnion in language too varied

to be repeated here that
of the adminis-

and pleturesgue
whatever the purposs
tration was that purpose was good and
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PACIFIC
FLEET,

iss what other men regard
metters with a smile and
ehTUE Incidentally, they possess a
senne of bumeor which is shaped and
phinrpened by thelr environment
These Tacts ure tiresome cnough In
the recital, but they are necessary In
order that we may appreclite Jack's
stories and enjoy Jack’s jokes at their
keenest sud Lest. If you fall to grasp
the significance of the common life as
ied by the bluejackets you fall esaured-
iy to see muclt point in the anecdotes
with which Jack is willlng Lo regale
vou on the slightest provoestion. On
W iie duy of the big naval parade a
friend and I fell Into conversation with
three mefi on shore leave from the
Minnesota and 1t was not long befors
the most gurrsious of the trio was re-
eounting certaln incidents of the cruiss

47418

the query was something like *“Who In
heaven, on earth or under the earth is
‘Captain Green?" " the humor of the
thing bacame irresistible. The wags
hung on to "laptain Green" as tena-
clouely =as comic weekly humorists
cling to jokes about automoblles and
mothers in law. Ewven yet, If you want
1o see a fleet officer smile, just men-
tion “Captain Green.”

It Is safe to eay that, among us safe,
sane and conservative landlubbers,
joke of the *“Captaln Green"” speciea
would die & natural death In the course
of & single day. That s because we do
not lead the common life, because our
environment s not Jack's environment.
We don't get as much fun out of any
one thing as Jack does, becauss we
have 50 many more things out of which
we may extract fun if we please.

The shade of the mythical “"Captain

dragged the reluctant “Butts” irto the
center of the group and pretended to
show the brass ferulse of thea parasel
protruding from belween two of the
maseot's ribs, .

The boys of the Rhode Island tell
one on & trim, well looking wouth en-
rolled among them. Among some vig-
itors on boaxd the battleship bafors the
vessel left Hampton roads was an In-
quisitive, garrulous, ppinionated - eldar-
ly lady, whose remarks on men and
things nautical were a source of huge
delight to all the fackies who pened
to be within earshot. Her o was
explaining to her the manner in which
the men performed that postic opera-
tion known as slushing down the deck.

“Dear me!” remarked m:ﬁ visitor, “1
don't see how they can help slipping
when it's rough out at sea.” p

“Oh, well,” ex the cicerone,

£ >y 1 would you want sufficlent. “Bul what Is the purpose C
him ¢ 57 re of this ‘1 asked. About 60 per ;
i heads cent were it and would express . "
1 our no theory, 35 r Cce thought 1t was =
Birests Vi think, mersly to show the world the strength y » I U
L t keep step and practicability of 'our fleet and a = 5 .
thes r feet navy, so far as very small per cent thought it was a . L
the sailor is d. thinke as a stately demonstration of protection o NOT BmT -Er
{4 ) tden that the a threateéned coasi. XNo one advanced
A " I the theory thatl it was to threaten war s ~
™ e o ' atlon of war
' C er t w -_IF! sisked how large & flect
4 e would remaln in the Pacific, my an-
Wl took pPos- SWers were i ¥ and different that
sgs e =hips; 1 1 lost all i trall of them, 1f
ariaid letachad parties upon the nny two sallor: »d the {dentical
Elree ! fell gpon them at dlvers sun- theory 1 falled to nke the tally.
iry & 1 I places, loosed my Evervbody agreed that the fleet a8 A
:pla westions upoen thelr un- would remain on the Pavifc
prote oa recorded thelr ready t until July 7, and then 14 hattle
ANEWeS g wolt a1 geheral sverage and auxillariesswould sail for
rom the ecxpressed opifilon of from u the Alabama and Malne 10 re-
re t s ntelllgent  men, each n 1 at Seuttle, the Wisconsin and
from fourteen different battléships mnd Nebraska taki r places In the A41antic coast after the end of its long The Irish American told me he was
sers, he &k : the average fleet. Aftar th et Hono- .riise {n February of that vear. leaving the navy in a month to marry
T : wers com- lulu, opinlon began to v Some Byt as to the sallors individually, and settle down and go back to his old
; opinion of took the feet as u wl tu EANeY, only three:expressed thelr intention of trade, that of a railroad man. He was
t tie ire of the navy then to Manlla. then to 8nd ro_enlisting, and these were men who the omly man I met who either had
¢ gtneral condition Japan, then through the had already been In the service for matrimonial incumbiances or the in-
ibers might be New York, leaving elgl more than six years. The truth of the tention of forming any connection of
& Mos f the opinions of the two battleships t matter, as T could arrive at it through the kind. But If practically none ex-
of the navy are on the Pascific. Others sted thal ,yace to whom I talked, s that our pressed thelr Intention of re-sniisting,
Nobody thought thersa thes: two ships would the crulsé pavy {s composed of boys—and they everybody expressed his lack of sorrow
i et yd everv. later, uud 18 ships wol are voung healthy Saxons most ‘of of having beeh (n the navy 'as long as
ngt from the canal. A smell perce them—whose main motive in enlisting he Nad, and none seemed to have any
s will toward any the fleet would separate : {s usually some form of wanderlust. objection whatever to dommitting their
; t i% several intelllgent t wlho seemed t0 The majority of enlisted men are be- posterity to the same service,
A Sk S i : Well in- jeath 25 years of age. We have prge- It wes an {nteresting and gratifying
: sisted thut the or deta nt prob- yieally a new navy in the course of experiengs. Many were the petitions
) ! ftesn able would be that of four first ¢lass oyvery three years. miade to me, I was asked saveral j.lma.l.
" L mol battieships, which would be t &l  These boys come from the farm and “When you write this up, please don't
We're gll together and Manlla, the village and the city. They are just call us 'fackies’”™ T call them to. wit-
Over b0 per cent of those I {nter- (4s boys you ysed to meet in grammar ness that I have not done so & single
hem which other viewed emphatically expressed thelr yng high school—if you were lucky time.  Another boy asked me to “pleass
d * the American navy opinion thet the 18 ships would com- enough to attend publle school any- tell thém editors when thay write about
3 take tte plete the crulse through the Suez-canal, ere in America. They serve thelr us saflors to cut out the slang’' The
maled | that and, after reaching New York, the first three years and leave the service e petition was o By two dthers
sideyed the stropgest in squadron, consi e of the Connectieut, healthier and no doubt wiser men, to o used more. g may and less of
e Ameéricin sailor Kuansas, Loul 8. Vermout. Georgle, make room for other youngsters who the slang they wanted eliminated. One
: ne ingredul 3 Rhode Island, New, Jersey and Virginle, want to see the world. “It's not much out of évery two boys I talked 'to In-
g ook th comment upon the would make a‘return crulée around the for a man: who wants to be anything formed me In ons way or another that
2 fips ©f the Dreadnought Horn agaln snd remaln permaneéntly on hig in the world,” they told me, “but “everybody seemed to think sailors
ts feet T Rook my Mfe In my the Pacific. Whether this last theory for three vears it's all right” were tough, but they are not.” I agres
r Tis.true” 1 remarked to is probable or not, it s 18 to beé the As to marrying, no sallor unless it with them. They are not. They are
t & eincke {rem. thegloulsiana, most prevalent among the s=allore. This be & chief petty officer, they told me, just plain boys from home.
ave outl here 16 pretty fair would piace eight ships of the very can afford to marry, unless he be lucky 1 have played marbles with their
t teshis of 1t second class, but flower of our navy on the Pacl coast enough—as one boy put it—"to get a counterparts many a time, and a natlon
: i you do— A tall young some time in the spring or summer of girl who is willing to support herself, that could be ashamed of them would
1 ican knocked up his sieeves, 1909, as the fleet expects to reach the or whose parents will support her.” have to begin being ashamed of itseif.
e . L]
L . tt l S t : l th B i Sh .
B ! WH S I ¢ up the coast. He laughed uproariously Green" confines its gambols to the of- “théy usually don’t wear any shoes.”
¥ 11 carie 82 he talked, and his companions at 10 ficers' wardroom and the quarterdeck. Just then the lady caught sight of
— gt a rig idea of Jack 1t |s Second srvals put every tooth In But the boys forward have certain rib the trim, well looking youth standing
= 2 clear concep- on exhibition. After the tickling ghosts of thelr own. The a MHttle apart from a group of blue-
T Eaess on  thelr way my¥ jackies on the West Virginia grin all jackets on the forward deck.
Bl Jack leads. ¢+ Hlp® and wrinkled his over at the recollection of one of their “Don’t wear any shoes? TDear me!
1 Jack = very arked in the superior number who bought a dainty parasol It's a wonder they don't catch thelr
et 3 his 1ife is very 1 of Mr. John Drew: in one of the South American ports to death of cold,”
. i = = Z "‘mmir-'-.fs ve, 1 can't see what protect his black, temperate head from “I never heard of that ever happen=
. PhE SRR those fellows were laughing at. What 4he tropical sun, He meant to preserve Ing,” the patient guide assured her.
s he told us was ordinary—most ordi~ {he parasol as a souvenir of the cruise "Well,” sighed the elderly lady phil-
3 f & h stories wouldn't @amuEe apd accordingly brought it on ship- osbphically, “I suppose it's all right or
ady. W skas children board. But, in some mysterious way, it wouldn’t be allowed. But'—and
in e Fhere vou are! My friend falled ab- the parasol disappesred. Naturally, the sha pointed to Adonis forward—"what
shortha »d eolutely t¢ graep the humor of Jeck's swner ETewW uneasy. His frenzied a pity such a niee young man has te
b i ter. and narratives for the simple reason that gearch of the ship’s "lucky bag” proved go around In his bare feet!”
AR W IR S be falled to realize the conditions of fytile. Then, as his shipmates pro- Dld Adonis bear about t? Well,
. > k's existence. He has ‘made N0 tested In several tones of insincerity rather? And it Is just possible that he
¥ rotes s ntion to the pros udy of the philosophy of the common how awfully sorry they were, the wlill never cease to hear about it. Al-
of keeping ur books. These two per- searching jacky waxed wrathful. He most dally durlng the long crulse, as
sohs are witl s while you and they teaders of “The Christian” may re- was golng to do things to every man Adonls plled his mop, the burden of a
B ST SRS dnto wheat & flurry of amuse- {n his mess If that parasol didn't show sotto wveolced but perfectly distinct
s é . A he London monastery was yp, and show up soon—that’s alll chorus would come to his ears:
. ‘ o m Ihe wn when lf‘rf\_r1: er Paul lost his hal. Things began to look really serious “What a pity, what a pity!
StERDE - the Lopk keoper pass ere trifle and not essentlally when the funny man of the ship's com- What a pity, pity, pity!
wpie . ¢t your life and gang e '!I:I‘.:T': .‘""ru_':1\r=lr"=! tﬁe pany saved the situation. What a pity, what & pity!
b antil § o'clock next morn- common 1.1qu ::: j[,'1£1-:<“r13-? “Say,"” he remarked, "?n you want to Such a nice young man!"
E r i’-}l—r-n, they rmukre’ ;r:uch go":l your pasasol b..?k? The story of the *nice young man®
SPoas eas. ORI RE AL And o0 Of course 1 do'" answered Jack. sjjustrates another characteristic of
. suppose, M inessman. that ng mood joke In a With more emphasis than the 1inotype® Jack's humor. The fun of the man wha
ng silght Suppose erage. landsman re- COB t_ﬂ-kel‘_ leads the common lfe consists very
yt, afier office | e Je- iy and flatly comimon- Well,” pursued the funpy mAR largely in the gentle art of jashing.
Ty and I~ calmly, “I know where it is, but I practically no one escapes: but the men
a0 - sstrate Everrbody who has Feckon you'll let it alone.” who show any singularity bear the
; I'n.me met any of the officers of the fleet !m;a “Tet: 13 wlons n?thin:! cried Jack, brunt of the attack. Let one of Uncle
FOU amsuredly heard of "Capiain Greenr Much provoked. -"You just tell_"ma Sam's enlisted men be over particular
g 1 *99 The blg joke of the cruise has been, js W0ere it Is—and blamed quick, too. ahout the arrangement of his hair or
= b you. SUP- 45  undoubtedly will be “Cﬂz)tlaiu “Sure Tl tell you,” and the funny the condition of hi= fingernails: let him
- th s d spend Bun- o 6 g « onversation lax for a ™MAN grinned.  “‘Butte’ ate it for gssume anything approaching an un-
’ with you k::-:!_ SUP- oment @t brenkfast ;J-h,m;nﬂm“\ will breakfast.” conventional pose, be that pose physi-
T * order of things should _op ' v,  ienant B, “Has ‘Captain _  Butts” s the black coated, stump cal, moral or intellectual; above all, let g
] ind months, week o .0 rmed out this morning ™ As t#iled. camera ‘eyed goat which the Lim acquire the reputation of being 4
Captaln ©© meets Captain D in the Wwest Virginia's jackies have adopted ‘“grouch,” a “gouger” or a “tight wad.”
ppositious liave been sufll. .00 af a stroll about town hs s B8 mascot. He i obviously a gost With ana his reformation is promptly under-
i lmaginative they Will o100 certain to ‘inquire, “Have you ® past and the funny man's settlement taken, and sometimes secured, by means
} replize pretty clearly .,.¢ ‘Captain Green'?" On at least one ©f the parasol difficulty was the - |nfilal of the gentle art of joshing.
' fe Jack Jeads und the con- gpamorsble occeslon during the crujse SteP in making poor “Butts” the vicar- And let this fact be borne In mind:
“# his 1o face whether at home. goun the South Amerlcan coast the 1008 scapegoat for il on board. Jack The ‘gentle art of joshing Iz not con-
® Nigl seas or In & forelgn port. wardroom of the Ohlo was converted TOrE0t hls wrath and his threats of fined.to the forward decl. If possible,
: ® & wregarions exlstence. NobodY yyi0 an opers houss by a chorus of Chastisoment and joined heartily in the it thrives even more among the officers.
on ccuse Jack of being a monk, yet yojces singing in 20 different sharps !2ugh which was, of sourss, on “Butts.” For instance:
in & sens s Uie is ar clreumscribed an4 flats, “Where, oh where, ia ‘Cap- Other funny men among ths eréew at The fleet waa roiling along the coast
» = at of the brown robed figure of sg(n Green'?’ once corroborated the first funny man's of Chill and, as évéry vevolution of the
. Jack and Brother Paul Tho genesis of the “"Captain Green” Siatement. One recalled seeing the propellers brought the vessel nearer
b : mon life. They both pieamantry is as follows: Some time be- B0oat making qgcandalous eyos at the home, everybody's spirits rose propor-
B0 4o bed et prescribed hours. gore the fleet left Hampton roads an DParasol when that feminine appurts- tionately. In the navy, when every-
1 work and eat and recreste (1em appeared In certaln newapapers Nance first came on board. Another re- body's apirits rise, everybody takes a
0 common. And they both ¢, )6 effect that “Captain Green” had membered how “Butts” had refused hand in the gentle game of joshing if
after his own fashion—In haen commissioned to act as pllot dur- food for several hours in order to get there Is ever so small a chance.
p ing the passage of the blg ships into trim for downing the parasol. A group of officers on one of the hat-
; “RL the common Iife In yhrough the stralts of Magellan. The Stlil another conjured up & vision of tleships—it wouldn't be quite fair to
ne become different from other men. pave men waras mystified, and asked ~Butts” tying himself into a knot in tell which pne—were discussing the pet
“¥ Roauire characieristics of  thefr .. apother In all serfousness, “Who Nis efforts to swallow the handle, which names bestowed on them by the jnckiss
~WT They see g from & pecullar gq ‘Captain Green?™"” Nobody knew; Was thick and curved. The climax was gbeard. Several pseudonying were re-
cwpol The Yarn te attach Im- gang then, by the time the formula of reached when et another Jackie vealed to their owners for the first time
portan seemingly orivial thinge

and caused a Hitle embarrassnient and
a great deal of mirth, Suddenly a
youthful énsign who thus far had net
bean mentioned among those distin-
guished by honorary titles primly re-
marked:

“T suppose I'm the only officer in the
fleet who has no nlekname.”

There was a moment’s silence, in
which everybody gasped. and then a
brother officer ejected a flood of cigar
smoke and glared. -

“No mmmﬂw e!??'l hﬁkn”:ht:df gpecu-

jvely. 11, Hke t Y,
thlnelro's not a man on board that dossn’t
call you “Willle-off-the-plckle-boat "

‘Whan the fleet was about to entar
the stralts of Magellan an old salt who
had censlderable experience and a con-
structlve imagination combined with
‘a didactlo tendency furnished all yp-
wittingly material for fun on the

Georgia. 0ld Jack never weaarisd of
telling the youngsters what awful,
awful things the “williwaws" were
“Did you ever see a williwaw?" some
beardless innocent would ask and then
0ld Jack would launch forth and tell
of how, all of a sudden, the williwaw
rose and came down upon the unof-
fending ship like a wolf on the fold and
lifted the vesssl high In the air and
then dropped her on her beam ends and
tled lovers’ knots In her rigging and
smashed her out as flat as a pancake
nand as broad as a merry widow hat.
The willlwaw, he always addea, was no
ordinary storm. It was lots weorse than
even the flercest hurricane in the north
Atlantlc, and as for typhoons—oh
pshaw! : :
0ld Jack meant, of course, to terrify

the younger generation, but the young-.

ar generation was skeptical and refused
to be terrified. The result was that the
williwaw joka proved to be a bhoomer-
ang which hit Old Jack and hit him
hard, On a calm day aome ones or
other of the Innocents would quietly
call Old Jack aslde, and pointing to an
imagihary fleck of spray on the
horizon, quietly ask:.

“Jack, Is that a williwaw?"

And then Old Jack would growl and
fume and pray that a real willlwaw
might comes and scare those Irreverant
youngsters half to death. But no willl-
waw came and the joke Is still on Ola
Jack. . 4

But Old Jack was more successful In
a. little joke that he worked off some-
what earlier in the cruise. This time
the fun was at the expense of the in-
nocents and was all the better fun

because a good many of them never
knew about it. Old Jack would elbow
fnlo a group of the young ‘uns,and
Innocently ask: "Di4d any of you see
ths equator yet?™ And, of course, no-
body had. Some of the wiser ones
would wag their heads, You coulda't
fool them. No one could ses the squa-
tor, for waan't the ecguator an imagi-
nary line? And then Jack would pre-
tend to be' very indignant and Anally
undertake to convince the most skepti-
cal. Out would come & telescope sad
Jack wouald sweep the

“Now., you several speecles of fools,
who szays you can't ses the equator.
Come here, you. and look for yeur-
salf”™

One by one the Innocents would
peer through the glass and one by ona

Continued on Next Page



