“FEARS FOR TWO WAR SHIPS

"HE KEARSARGE AND NANTUCKET
OUT IN THE BIG GALE. |

The Corvette Left New-York Last ¥riday
with the Monitor in Tow for Cape Fear
River—No Tidings of Them Have Been
Received—They Should Be Off Cape
Hatteras—Confidence Expressed in Com-
mander Crowninshield—Naval Officers
Are Somewhat Anxiouns.

WASHINGTON, Ang 29.—Some apprehension is
felt among naval officers hers that the United
Btatea corvette Kearsarge, having in tow the
single-turreted monitor Nantuckes, mnay have
been ocaught in yesterday’s blow. The Navy
i)epartment shares this anxiety, but hss no
Enowledge of the two vessels except that they
were supposed this morning to be off Cape Hat-

teras somewhere.

The Kkearsarge left New-York last Friday |
bound for Wilmington, N. C. She had in tow
the old monitor Nantuoket, consigned %o do
daty as a praoctice veassl for the North Carolina
naval resarves. The orders 10 the Kearsarge
directed that vessel to tow the Nantuocket to
the mouth of the Caps Fear River. ¥From there -
the Nantuecket was to steam wup to Wilmingson
nnalded.

It was calonlated that the Kearsarge with the
Nantuoket in tow oconld not muake more than
six knots per hour. At that speed the Kear-
sarge, if all went well. should reach the monuth
of the Cape Fear River to-morrow, or, at the
latest, by Thuraday morning.

The hearsarge is in command of Commander
A. 5 Crowninshield. This otficer was for sev
eral years in obharge of the New-York BState
schoolship 8t Mary’'sa. The Nantucket 18 in
command of Lient Harry II. Hosley, who has
with him & detail of thirty seamen and eunglne- |
room force from the North Atlantio sgquadron.

The Kearsarge, it was said to-night by naval
men, is it and able to ride out the heaviest
blow. The Naniucke:, however, 18 anything
but stanch. Naval officers who saw service '
with the monitora during the late war declare
war ships of that class utterly unreliable at
gea It will be rsmeinbered that the
osiginal Monitor was Jost in a heavy blow
oft Cape Hatteras when in tow of the Rhode
Island. 1In that diaaster many of the Aonitor's J
oraw were carried down. The danger with the
single-turreted monitor craft lies in their many
hatchways and the difficulty of kKeeplng water
from pouring below decks around the base of

the turrets. The overhang of monitors is not
ndapted to satand the shock of heavy 8eaa.

It is thought by some naval men to-night that
Commander Crowninshield may have sought
shelter in Hampton Roada. At midbpight, how-
ever, no news could be obtained from Norfolk
of the presence of the two vessels insgide of the
Virginia Capes.

Thesoutherlyblow of yesterday, it wasthonght
bere, should make an off-shore wind for the
Kearsarge and Nantuoket. In she gale in which
the original monitor was losi, the Pussaio. a
single-turreted monitor of the Nantuocket
elass, was saved by being towed into still
water beshind Cape Hatteras shoals. It is
thought mnot I1mprobable that Commander
Crowninshield may have been able to ob-
tain sbelter in the same locality. In any
event, yesterduy's wxale wounld have bcen less
foit by the Kearsarge and Nantucket if they
were catlght out in it to the northward of Cape
Hatteras !

The ont-shore blow would make it possible,it was
pointed out. for the Kearsarge to readily stand
out to sea. With plenty of sea room around her,
the stanch o'd war vessel sonld heave to and
ride out the gale with perfect ease. Under any
oircumstances, it 18 said, Commander (Crowni- '
shield would not hesitate to take off the othH-
cere and men of the mouitor and turn that
eraft adrirt did he feel any apprehension for
their safetry.

A dispatoh received ghortly before midnight
from Willimington, N. C., states that no tidinges
of the Kearsarge and Nantuoket had been re-
ceived there.
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