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HE most siately naval funeral
T in the history of the world
will be held in Coban watsrs
some fime within fhe next thres
months—ihe exact date being as
yet ondetermined. [t will mark the
oconsignment of the illfated battle-
ghip Maine lo Ler Iast resting place,
the ocean.

The oceasion will be ons of aimost
overwhelming solemunity, and its at-
téndant oeremonies on land and
afloat will be both elaborate and im-

pressive. All that mililsry polnp can
contribute wili bhelp 1o make ihem
as soul-siirring a4 possible, and the
usvy will pend g small fleel of war-
ships, includimg both tpu.leshipfs
and cruisers, to taka part,

Nearly sil of the popuiation of
Oube wlil be on Lhand to witness the
speotacie, during the progress of
which the heights of the Morro and
all the foreshore of Havans Harbor
will be hidden by masaes of paaple.
Although: the exect detalls of the
allsir have not wyet been decided
upon, it Is expected ihat the cers
monies will begin on land. and that
lxter on the navy will taks up its
ehare of the sclemn function.

How it Is possibie o ficat out to
a deep ocean srave &n iron and
gteel wreck, so shauered == the
Maina was by the deaih blow i re-
caived nesrly fourteen years &go,
requires explanation.

Al the world 1= famillar with the
methods by which the comdition of
the Maine's sunken hulk Was re
vealad —the bullding of & coffer dum
enciralinpg i, &nd the pumping out
of the water, and the clearing awsy
of the mud o which it kad setiled.

The board of naval officers,
hesded by Rear-Admiral Vreeland,
which was recently sent to Hevapa
v mske an examipstion of the
wreck, foumd that the destruction
was far more extepsive than bhad
been supposed. The bow (elxty fest
of U}, which Had bhesn blown off,
was stuck nodedown in the mod.
Ol the nex: foriy-eight feet of fhe

taled portlon. The first step waas to
cleanly sever the shattered bow
part from the comparatively unin.
jured after part.

This was done hy meang of the
white-hot blast of the acetyline
blowplpe, which gnawed a clean cut
through armor plate, keel and all
the metal inner structure.)

In crder 1o float the remains thus
cleared (rom hopeless wreckage, It
wis necessary to bulld s water
tight bulkhead clear across from
side to side. Then, on Februsry 2,
just enough water was nidmitted to
the cofferdam surrounding the
wreck to free this portion of the
bhulk from the bottom mud in which
it had been deeply embedded. So
well had the work bean done that it
floated almost ol .an even keel.
though somewhat down at the stern,
and much higher out of water than
originaily, owing to the removal of
the heavy 10-inch gins and the after
twTel

Shsttered portions of the forward
part of the veseel still remaln, and
these are bsing removed us rapidly
ns possible by the army engineers

' who have hud charge of the job,

sader direetion of Major Harley B.
Ferguson.

When this business has been fin-
ished. and everything else i in
readiness, enough water will be ad-
mitted to the colferdam to raise the
hoik to the surface level of the har
bor. Then, when the appointed time
arrives, an opening will be eut in
the cofferdam, and the melancholy
remainder of the brave little batile.
sh!p, which, without ever firing a
gun in battls, did so much to maka
American history, will be floated out
into the bharbor, and towed a few
miles out to sea by a torpedo boat
Then, at the piace culy designated
in advance, the warships will form
in a dooble column fo perform the
inst ritez. The torpedo boat,; with

How THEMAINE WL BE PPURIED

The Engineering Miracles and the
Ceremonies That MaKe the De-
struction of the TragicWreck
the Most Extraordinary
Funeral the World
Has Ever Seen

the hulk in Low, wiil pass aiong be
tween the two lines of fighting ves
selg, and as she does so, the bands
on the ships wil burst forth omne
after anotber with the strains of &
regulein,

When the twrpedo boat and
tow have passad hevond the two
lines of =hips, she will pauss, and
men who have been placed on bhoard
the hulk for that purpose will light
fuses which are to sat off two oOr
threa heavy charges of high explo-
slve previousiy prepared and lodged
in contact with the watertight bulk-
head bullt across the broken end of
the hulk. They will then adandon
her in a boar, and it will remain
onaly for those on the war vesseis
io awalt the shock of the detons-
tions

The explosions will blow out 2
considerable part of the bnlkhsad,
admitting great gquantities of watar
to the interior of the hulk, which
will immediately settle and sink.
leaying only & few momentary
bubbles to mark the spot where she
digappeared. As ahe goes down, the
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Havana [f poszible, they
fer (o kave the alfer turrai,
is likely that they will get it
gress, in fact, has recently author
ized the Secretary of the Navy to
transfer to the Hepublic of Coba a
relic of some kind that may seem
suitsble for the purpose.

In addition, Congress has author-
Iz the distribution of other rellcs
of the Malne, which, ag newly
vided by law, may be givea
certain dedinite restrictions, n
mittee of two, navy and two
ofticers having been appointsd o
decide on all applicstions.
hundreds of such
applications have

:
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a.

The Barnacle Encrusted Stern of the Maine
Which Will

vegsel's length, nothing was left ex-
cepl the starboard balf of tha bol-
toar, Of the paxt fAftyfour feel
{which included the forward botier-
room), the entivre ppper part. wWis
gone; and the conning tower, which
waeighed ffty tons, had besn blown
twenty vards and turned upside
down.

There was in 3l aboul ope hun-
dred feet of twisted wreckage. But
the after half of the ship was rela-
tively unipjured. Her four after
hollers wers intsct and undisturbed.
Widely scattered throngh the ves-
sel, especislly amidehips, ware more

or less damaged projectiles of vark

ous sizes; ilkewise powder lanks
which had-been torn sspnder or
erushed.

The esuclusion of the naval board
was that some sort of irom tank
filled with eordinary gunpowder was
exploded beneath the bottom of the
Maine, about onethird of the way
from the bow, on the port side
She was, as will be remembersed,
swinging at a buoy at the time In
the harbor of Havane, It wae on the
fartalul might of February 15, 1898,
But what readlly 4l most of ths
damage was the conseguent ipnition
of the reserve magagine of ammunk
tion for the #-inch guns, which held
a Jarge guantity of black powder.

The wreck thereupon wax made
compiete by the ex losion of the re-
maining forward magazines. Tha
forward torrél was blown overboard,
and the forward decks wers curled
up over the bow. Broken in two at
the point of atlaek, the keel bent
like the opening of a jackknife; the
bow sank and the stern sank.

Now, it Is this after part o
Maine that = o be !!Ontgd cuzzl::_lgs
the ocean and recelve all the solemn
bonors of a aaval funeral In order
to sccompiish this, & watertisnt

bew had to be constructed g take
the pince of the shittered, ampy-
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The Cofferdam About the Wreck Ready to Be Drained.
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buted will
fittings of on® sort or another.
Projectiles, of which thers are a
good many on hand, will be in much
demunid
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{ —That You Don't Weigh More After Dinner ‘
£

TnIS fallacy has probably arisen from the fact that

——

after a man has eaten and drunk two pounds of !
food he doesn't weigh exactly two pounds more

than he did before taking that amount of food

This is due to the body continually losing weight, ¢
whether one is eating or not. But far more by doing vio- :
lent exercise, by perspiration through the skin, and by the

moisture and carbon-dioxide gases exhaled through the

lungs.

—That Cinderella Wore Glass Slippers

HIS deeply rooted and well nurtured fallacy is one
which can be convincingly explained. The old or-

iginal Cinderella wore fur slippers, a much moare :
sensible foot-gear for a cold Winter's night, especially if -'I
one wants to dance and get back home without your guar-
In the original French the
werds were “pantoufle en vair.,” These, by their sound,
were mistaken for “pantoufle en verre,” and thus “fur”

dian being any the wiser.

was changed to “glass.”

1

—That Sap of Trees Goes Down in Winter
T is not that the sap goes down in Winter—it merely
I doesn’t go up. During the active Spring vegetation
the sap goes up comparatively rapidly to help form
new leaves and shoots and to replace evaporated sap.
During the Summer the supply is kept up in normal quan-
tities, but with the approach of Autumn the manufacture

of its life fluid by the tree decreases, and when Winter
comes it becomes almost negative.

‘_ —That Her Name Was Joan of Arc

HE correct forms are Jcanne Darc or Joan Darc, and
in support of this we find that Professor S. R. Gar-
diner says “Jeanne Darc, known in England by a

curious mistake as Joan of Arc.”

is in supposing that the French form is d'Arc instead of

Darc—the “d" meaning “of "

L“I‘ A_, uses the form Jeanne Darc.

history of France, adopts the spelling Darc instead of the

small d'Arc, on the grounds that there is no such village
near Domreny, where the hercine was born, and conse-
quently there is no sense in Jeanne of Arc.
have specially gone into this point are M. A. Vallett de

Viriville and M. P. G. Dumast, both of whom adopt the

form Jeanne Darc.

The mistake, of course,

Professor Cyril Ransome,
Henri Martin, in his

Othiers who
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