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'Bean Bag* Brings 'em Aboard 

Uncle Sam's c a r r i e r bombers don't need rudders when 
. have pilots like Lt.(jg) James Wanner Barni tz , bet ter known 

as "Bean B a g " , to bring 'em back aboard. 
Pre t ty discouraging, too for the Nip AA gunners . They 

don't get hits of any kind very often, and when they pract ical ly 
t ea r off a dive bomber ' s ent i re rudder - - well, by all odds it 
should be something to tel l the Son-of-Heaven about. 

Bet ter not tell him about this , or he ' l l be sending that 
icweled sword to the gunner, as a gentle hint that i t ' s t ime for 
him to become an ances to r . 

Because "Bean B a g " took everyth ing they had. after de 
positing some hundreds of pounds of high explosive on a tender 
portion of the E m p i r e ' s anatomy, and st i l l came back aboard 
without even signaling for a forced landing. 

It was all in a day's work for Barney and his 18-year-old 
gunner, Herber t N. St ienkmeyer , ARM3c, U.S.N.R.. a St. Louis 
boy who would have been right in the middle of tfie burs t had it 
occur red a thousandth of a second sooner . 

Barni tz , long known to his fellow pilots as " B a r n e y " 
came by his additional "Bean B a g " nickname when, a s ass is tant 
squadron communications officer,' he was made responsible for 
installation of sand-fi l led message drop "Bean B a g s " in the 
squadron 's p lanes . 

It had nothing to do with the fact that his father, Ecker t 
W. Barni tz , 2310 Harlan S t ree t , Indianapolis, is office manager 
of the Bemis Bag Company in that city. 

Barni tz , who is 24, has a younger bro ther , Gerald , 18. 
who is a U. S. Army aviation student in T e x a s . "Bean B a g " 
himself, after th ree y e a r s of mechanical engineering at Purdue 
was an aviation cadet at Corpus Chris t i when the s to rm broke 
over P e a r l Harbor . This is his second t r ip out, as he saw con
s iderab le c a r r i e r se rv ice in the South Pacific before joining 
his p resen t outfit. 

St ienkmeyer quit Southwest High School in St. Louis after 
th ree y e a r s to join the Navy. He is the son of Char les Henry 
and Dolores St ienkmeyer , 5007 Bancroft avenue, St. Louis. He 
has two b ro the r s , Lawrence , 20, who is home from the Army on 
a medical d ischarge , and C h a r l e s , 5, and one s i s t e r . Margare t 
Ann, 4. His father is in the trucking bus iness . 

In the background of the p ic ture a r e two of St ienkmeyer ' s 
fellow gunners . To the left of the prop is Char les Loss ie Row
land, and to the right, his face part ia l ly obscured by the prop, is 
Stanley Nelson Whitby. Both a r e ARM2c. 

The But aneer Salutes 
On the front cover of this issue is pictured the men who 

were decorated by Rear Admiral W.K. Har r i l l at Meri tor ious 
Mast held recently on the ESSEX. 

The pr incipal award went to Commander Paul E. Emrick , 
at present Navigator of the ESSEX. He received the Distinguish
ed Flying C r o s s with the following citation: 

In the name of the Pres ident of the United States, the Com 
mander South Pacific Area and South Pacific Forces takes p lea
s u r e in awarding the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS to Comman 
der Paul E . Emr ick , USN for se rv ice as set forth in the following 
Citation: 

" F o r extraordinary achievement while part icipating in 
ae r i a l flight as commander of an a i r group during a s t r ike on en
emy shipping at one of the E m p i r e ' s major outlying bases The 
attack led by Commander Emr ick through intense ant i -a i rcraf t 
fire and heavy fighter opposition, resul ted in the destruct ion of 
one enemy des t royer , s eve re damage to six heavy c r u i s e r s , dam
age to three light c r u i s e r s , and the destruct ion of sixteen Japanese 
a i rc raf t . Although part icipat ing in the air engagements with the 
enemy, Commander Emrick successfully obtained valuable photo
graphs of the action. While taking off for a second s t r ike la ter in 
the s ame day, the task group was attacked by over one hundred 
enemy a i rcraf t . Units of his a i r group, including his own, which 
could be launched p r io r to the full development of the at tack, r e 
pulsed the enemy, destroying forty-six of their planes in the a c 
t ion. Despite the fact that he was piloting a plane unsuitable for 
such purpose . Commander Emrick dived on enemy aircraf t enabl
ing his combat crew to destroy two of the Japanese p lanes . His 
outstanding leadership , excellent training p rogram and courageous 
devotion to duty were largely responsible for the complete success 
of the missions and the severe damage dealt to the Japanese forces . 
His conduct throughout was in keeping with the highest t radi t ions 
of the United States Naval S e r v i c e . " 

W.F. Halsey, 
Admiral , U.S. Navy. 

The Air Medal was awarded to Commander C.W. Brewer . 
At the t ime of the citation he was Lieutenant Commander . Also, 
receiving the Air Medal was Lt. Commander R.A. Gulick. Both r e 
ceived mer i to r ious ci ta t ions. 

A unique distinction went to Chief Radio Technician A. H. 
F reeman when he was informed that he had been awarded the 
Bri t ish Empi re medal for se rv ices while on duty in England. At 
the t ime of the award he was ART2c. 

The Purple Heart , the oldest mil i tary award and one of the 
most honored, went to Lt. R .L . S tearns , Lt. J.J. Coll ins , Lt.(jg) L. 
T. Kenney, E.K. McNaught, ARM3c, B.A. Slootmaker, S2c. E.J. 
Kohut, ARM2c, J. Casey, S2c, C O . Blackwell, P t r2c , E . P . N ie r -
winski, Sic, S. Marrone , S2c. and Corporal R.C. Remington. USMC. 

The Buccaneer joins with the ent i re c rew of officers and 
men of the ESSEX in giving these shipmates a hearty sa lu te . 

The Conserve F r e s h Water Campaign 
Since the last i ssue of the Buccaneer the fresh water index 

has steadily gone down. The re is s t i l l no margin of safety and wa
te r rationing is s t i l l in prospect unless further reductions a r e not
ed. Rationing is a must , unless each man takes it upon himself to 
use as little water as poss ib le . The roving r epor t e r actually r a n 
into a man the other day who thought that he should drink 23 ga l 
lons of water per day. The 23 gallon figure includes everything 
that water is used for, the laundry, the galley, fresh water for 
cleaning, and the drinking water. This actually means that each 
man can use about 5 gallons of water per day and stay inside a safe 
margin to prevent water rat ioning. 

For the benefit of those who did not get a copy of the last 
i s sue , we repeat : Take the sea-going shower- -wet down with a 
smal l t r ick le of water , soap up and wash up with the water SHUT 
O F F , then r inse off with a smal l t r i ck l e . You will get clean and 
st i l l save Water. Send your clothes to the laundry, they even p r e s s 
them for you now so the re is no reason for washing your own cloth
ing. Use your head 
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Seriously 
Memorial Day 1944 

By Lt. John L. Sullivan, U.S.N.R. 
Recur ren t in all our t r ibutes to those who fall in batt le is 

a dominant r eso lve , that the i r sacr i f ice somehow shall bear fruit. 
How, we do not know, except in t e r m s of genera l i t i es , even plat i t 
udes , about a bright new world which shall r i s e out of the desola
tion of war . This is our answer , and the only answer we have, to 
the wanton waste of blood and t r e a s u r e whiph is the essence of 
war . 

How Well Do You Do Your Job? 

A let ter came aboard from Captain A.E. Chambers , U. Sf 
Army Air Force , which said in pa r t : " we a re based some
where in Italy. I t raveled on a Navy ship to debarkation point and 
it was swell . They certainly did take excellent ca re of us - food, 
enter ta inment , in fact everything. It really was a large ship and 
my hat is off to the Navy boys, when it comes to efficiency they 
can ' t be bea ten . " 

Some ship did a good job and the entire fleet gets credit 
for the good impress ion they made on the Army passenger s they 
had aboard. 

This was most likely a routine cruise for the ship on which 
this officer t raveled. To him it was a big thr i l l and something far 
from the ordinary . The impress ion he and his squadron got i s 
lasting and reflects credit to the Naval Service . 

We a r e all a par t of a big team; each with his special job 
to do. The fighting efficiency of the ship and the impress ion we 
leave with s t r ange r s depends on how well we do the job we have 
been t rus ted with. Often it s e e m s that our jobs a re insignificant -
but this is not true.. No chain is s t ronger than its weakest link 
and if every job is done well, the chain is s t rong. 

You can't "dope off" on a Man o' War . This <s especially 
t rue on a c a r r i e r . The re a r e added dangers from non-combat 
hazards - p rope l l e r s , e leva tors , jeeps , b a r r i e r s , a r r e s t ing gear 
and other operational equipment which a r e not found on other 
types of ships, which present a constant danger to personnel on 
type of ship . 

It is good business to do your own job well, to keep clear 
of things which don't concern you or your job, to stay (using Capt
ain Ofst ie 's words) "on vour t o e s " all the t ime . 

Our fallen c o m r a d e s - a t - a r m s need nothing from us - no 
p r a i s e , no p r o m i s e s . The i r work is finished. They were our 
fr iends, our sh ipmates . We sha red with them common a s p i r a 
t ions , common loyalt ies , and a common purpose . In leaving us 
they have not passed on the torch for us to hold aloft; we had beer 
ca r ry ing it all along, right from the beginning, side by side with 
them. Nothing fundamental is changed, unless it is our own r e a l 
ization of the t rus t our country has placed in us , the respons ib i l 
ity it has laid upon us , the sacr i f ice it may yet r equ i re of u s . 

We know we will achieve Victory, and it is not enough. 
Not enough to justify those brave young lives we have spent. Not 
enough to satisfy that gallant campaign of the dead, if it should 
ask: "What have you gained to pay for all you los t? " For Vic
tory alone is inconclusive. It decides the conflict, it ends the war 
but of itself it se t t l es no p rob lems , es tabl i shes no pr inc ip les . It 
is pure ly negative, for it br ings us back where we s ta r ted , and it 
was not for th is that our comrades died. 

We a r e taking the f irst objective of this war , which is Vic
to ry . But our sights must be lifted higher. Beyond Victory l ies 
P e a c e . Will it be the kind of Peace those men had in mind? It is 
for us to answer that question, all of u s . If we answer it well and 
faithfully, if our voices and ideals help to make the Peace just as 
our weapons help to make the Victory, then in the y e a r s to come, 
yea r s untroubled by the m a r c h of a r m i e s , we shall be able to say, 
in t ruth , that we have kept faith with those who died. We can do 
no l e s s , and we can do no m o r e . 

The Smaller Vessels 
All you ever hear of in the newspapers in this war is the 

r e l e a s e s regarding c a r r i e r actions and fleet actions involving 
other heavier units of the fleet. This is writ ten ! remind the 
whole world that we of the ESSEX know that the sma l l e r vesse l s 
which s c r e e n us as we operate a r e a very important par t of every 
thing we a re able to accompl ish . We know that without them and 
thei r constant watches we would not be able to put our heads 
peacefully on our pillows and go to s leep at night safe in the 
knowledge that they a re on watch and on guard. We use them, 
we know their value — it is p r i c e l e s s ! 

A recrea t ion party was planned. Word was passed for 30 
volunteers to put re f reshments on i ce . No one showed up. The 
party had no re f reshments . Everyone let George do it. The wise 
guys were so su re that the dopes would volunteer . Everyone was 
a wise guy. No one was s m a r t . 

Personal Cleanliness 
by L .P . Austin, CPhM, U.S.N. 

Shipmates , I have been asked to write about this subject 
because it has been brought to your attention seve ra l t i m e s ; yet 
nothing has been done about i t . Persona l c leanl iness is not being 
pract iced to a high enough degree among our number. There is 
no excuse for any man aboard our ship constantly going about 
wearing dirty clothes and remaining dirty in person . The old ex
cuse, "Al l my clothes a r e in the laundry ." just shows c a r l e s s -
ness and laxity on the p e r s o n ' s par t who says i t . Since we all get 
paid twice a month and have Small Stores aboard, you will have to 
admit the re is no excuse for a person "running out of clean 
c lo the s . " How about it; can' t the situation be remedied? 

Seems to me that we should have pride in our personal 
appearance . All women a r e not beautiful; all men a ren ' t hand
some; but, everyone can have clean personal habi ts . The idea 
that no one of any importance will see you while you a r e at sea is 
all wrong; the impress ion you make on your assoc ia tes will not 
be forgotten; it is well to r e m e m b e r that. 

Aside from persona l p r ide , there a r e other factors that 
enter into the p ic ture ; two of these a r e Hygiene and Sanitation. 
Medically speaking, the prac t ice of both has a great deal to do 
with the prevention of d i s ease . We pe r sp i r e a great amount in 
the t ropica l a r ea s and therefore a r e prone to getting infectious 
r a s h e s , boils , ca rbunc les , and colds; not to mention the nauseat
ing subject, B.O. 

Due to the close conditions in which we l ive, one infected 
person can infect many o the r s . Shipmates, it is imperat ive that 
you look out for your own personal physical welfare and repor t to 
your Division Officer any of the member s of your department 
that insis t on the continuance of dirty personal habi ts . 



D I V I S I O N 

M A R I N E 
DETACHMEMT 

Although somewhat belated, we wish to take the opportun
ity at this t ime to welcome to our Detachment, Captain Robert 
L . Gillis as our new Commanding Officer. Previously 'b lessed ' 
with sea duty, he has already shown himself to be outstanding as 
a leader and really keeps " u s commandos" on the bal l . That in 
itself is quite a p rob lem. 

It is sa id , "with the good must come the b a d " . We have 
found that quite t rue in the recent t rans fe r of F i r s t Sergeant 
James V. Valentour. Only with us a month and a half, it was nec
e s s a r y for him to leave due to ill health. As a veteran of Guada-
canal and Tulagi, he contracted m a l a r i a and his r e tu rn again to 
active duty found it s ta r t ing to appear once m o r e leaving no a l 
ternat ive but to r e l ea se him for proper c a r e . We all wish him 
good luck, good health, and God's speed for a quick recovery . 

Just a few comments that will enlighten the minds of all 
and satisfy the wr i te r immensely: 

On a recent t r ip to the country of sunshine, laughter and 
beauty (Noo York) PFC C.B.E. spent pleasant moments with 
old acquaintances and making many new fr iends . To hear him 
talk about it you would think he was the only Marine on leave. 

How was our Detachment Librar ian chosen? A question 
asked by a l l . It must be because of his f ea r l e s sness and ability 
to wade through the uncertain t e r r a i n of books, books, and more 
books . We only hope he gets a plentiful supply of " S u p e r m a n " 
and " G r e e n L a n t e r n " comics so that Happy Demion finds his 
s p a r e t ime put to good u s e . 

Believe it or not (apology to Mr .Ripley) - - We a re all 
happy to announce the newly acquired " f r i endsh ip" between our 
No. one woman ha te r , Bob (Leo the lion) Kelley, and his cute 
senor i t a , Lena. Now le t ' s see him get Alcorn between the lock
e r s for a little "snow j o b " . 

Famous words writ ten to a big s t rong Leatherneck: 
" B o b s i e , I woves y a " . T ich ! Tich! T ich ! 

Now that i t ' s t ime to close, I must do so with a s tory 
that , unlike our p resen t day motion picture p lo ts , ends with sad
ness and d i s t r e s s ing so r row. We, who witnessed, saw the ex 
p ress ion of hear tbreaking emotion on the faces of one Platoon 
Sergeant (oop's) and his lovely little Miss Rice Inhaler a s they 
waved farewell on a recent depar tu re from CENSORED). What 
would R think? 

CHIEF'S SQUATTERS 
Congratulat ions, Hutton, on getting m a r r i e d . Now if the 

wife doesn't get the right amount payday - so solly, the paymast
er made a mis take . Sorry to see that you got mangled up, but 
cheer up, they can' t accuse your wife. 

What 's this mean? Batey is smoke stacking again. He 
must have gotten the ca l l . 

Congratulat ions, e tc . , to all the chiefs of the a i r group on 
being aboard a "fighting s h i p " . 

Since Stacks came back off leave, having gotten mar r i ed , 
he says his blood p r e s s u r e is low (stew lad, stew.) 

The next painful ditty is that painful litt le ballad sung by 
Huck-em Wise in a bucket of smashed buttons entitled "Mai rzy 
D o a t s " . 

Hale isn' t the s ame since his singing par tner Ratliff left. 
What happened to the banjo, Hale? Did Eddie Peabody get it? 

Zangs, Tm certainly su rp r i sed at you. What in the world 
did you do with that gas nozzle? 

What redheaded chief machinist mate (not an aviator) t e a r s 
up his mail without reading it because he was accused of being in
ebr ia ted by a fair young lady? Tel l her a sa i lor doesn' t get drunk 
- - i t ' s shore sh ickness . 

beach! 
The chiefs had a beer party on the beach and it was a 

Ask Ginn how big that c rab was he saw climbing a t r e e and 
who re t r ea t ed . 

I don't know who has put the most inches around his waist , 
Deserano or Reynolds. Reynolds claims he hasn ' t seen his feet 
since coming back from the s t a t e s . 

Sorry to hear that our top kick Valentour has gone to the 
hospital . Hurry back, Sa rge . 

for? 
Mason, a r e you su re it was ca t ' s eyes you were looking 

Farr ington says all he does is shovel dir t against the tide 
on the hangar deck. 

Boy, I s u r e like to hear these fellows gr ipe, it shows that 
they a r e contented. A good sa i lor man will always cus and growl, 
if he doesn't he ' s sick! 

I heard a cer ta in smal l chief say that if Austin (the big 
bum) doesn' t quit fooling around, i t ' l l be too bad for him. 

Hey, Bandy, how about a song dedicated to the chiefs for 
our next beer par ty and also throw the words on the sc reen at the 
community s ing-song each night at the movies? Make it some
thing on the order of Spanish and Scotch (hot and tight). 

Tha t ' s all for now, more next t ime. 



Late News Items Reported From Home Front 
Interesting Selections From 

The New York Times 
Overseas Weekly 

WAR BRIDES 
San F ranc i sco was host last week to ninety Austral ian 

war b r ides and swee thear t s of American s e rv i ce men. The wo
men, nine with babies and many o thers expectant mo the r s , d i s 
embarked from the s ame ship which brought P r i m e Minis ter 
John Curt in from Aust ra l ia . The Red Cross and emergency 
housing bureaus provided initial ca re for the pretty young voyag
e r s , who will sca t t e r to all p a r t s of the United States as soon as 
they a r e able to obtain t r ave l accommodat ions. The g i r l s , whose 
average age is 20 y e a r s , were almost as excited about the chance 
to buy unrationed clothes as at the prospect of seeing the United 
S ta tes . 

SANTA CLAUS FOREVER 
In Columbus, Ohio, last week Edward J. Hummel, Sec 

re ta ry of State, re jected a corpora t ion ' s petition to use the name 
Santa Claus, Inc. "Santa C l a u s , " M r . Hummel ruled, " i s too 
important to the life of our children to be commerc i a l i z ed . " 

SOUTH HIT BY TORNADO 
A tornado which whipped a c r o s s Northeast Georgia and 

into South Carolina last week caused the death of forty pe r sons 
and injuries to 300 o t h e r s . Throughout the s t r i cken a r e a Red 
C r o s s field worke r s , doctors and nu r ses maintained t empora ry 
she l t e r s in churches , homes and se rv ice clubs and fed the home
le s s at field ki tchens . The War Production Board authorized 
pre fe rence ra t ings for lumber and other mate r ia l s with which to 
r e p a i r the s torm damage . P roper ty damage was es t imated in 
the hundreds of thousands of do l l a r s . The communit ies hit hard
est were Royston, Bio, and Frankl in Springs in Georgia and 
Greenwood, Abbeville and Ninety-Six, S.C. 

MICHIGAN SMELT RUN 
Smelt were running up Southdown Creek from Lake 

Michigan last week, demonstra t ing thei r re turn to the lake and 
i ts t r i b u t a r i e s but leaving the mystery of their non-appearance 
in 1943 unsolved. 

Crowds turned out at Manistique, Michigan to scoop the 
l i t t le , s i lvery fish from the creek into pa i l s , tubs and other con
t a i n e r s but Conservat ion Officer Tom Mellon descr ibed the 
spawning run as mode ra t e . The spr ing Spawning run of smel t 
ordinar i ly is an annual event eager ly awaited by dip-net f i sher
men . Southdown Creek had been the scene of heavy runs for sev
e r a l y e a r s until las t season, when no smel t appeared. 

NO VACANCIES 
In Manhattan last week the apar tment si tuation neared a 

c r i s i s . As the May 1 moving day approached apar tment s e e k e r s 
were faced everywhere with the sign: 100 pe r cent ren ted . Real 
Es ta te Board figures showed the reason why: Less than 1 per 
cent of Manhat tan 's 321,765 apar tments were vacant, in contras t 
to the vacancy ra t e of 9.8 per cent in 1942 and 17.7 per cent in 
1932. 

DOMESTIC CASUALTIES 
Casual t ies at home since P e a r l Harbor have been 

g r e a t e r than those on the battlefield, the National Safety Coun -
cil r epor ted in Chicago last week. In cont ras t to the w a r - c a s -
ualty total of 189,309 the re have been 220,000 deaths and twenty 
two million injuries resul t ing from accidents in the factory, on 
the roads and in the home since December 7, 1941. 

TELEVISION CONTRACT 
Jessica Dragonette , one of the f irst s ingers on the rad io 

establ ished another precedent this week when she became the 
f i rs t " n a m e " on the a i r to sign an exclusive contract for t e l e 
vision. She will appear regular ly on W2XWY in New York. 

HARRY JAMES WITH NEW UNIT 
After disbanding his o rches t r a because of uncertainty 

over his draft s ta tus , t rumpete r Harry James finally was c l a s s i 
fied 4 - F . He is organizing a new unit for radio and hotel da tes . 
Meanwhile. Benny Goodman has shown no inclination to go back 
to work until his fight with a booking agency is set t led, which 
may not be until the expiration of a contract that st i l l has a year 
to run. 

qANG SLAYING IN CHICAGO 
Shot between the eyes , the body of James Larkin, a long

t ime mobster , was found huddled in a West Side alley in Chicago 
last week and police connected his murde r with the s t ruggle for 
control of Chicago's vice rackets between a new gang and hold
overs of the Capone reg ime . Larkin, 51, worked in one of the 
gambling houses operated by Jack Guzik, syndicate business man
a g e r . Pol ice found evidence indicating that Larkin had been ki l l 
ed in a tavern operated by Matt Capone, younger brother of 
Scarface Al, and his body carted seve ra l mi les to its dumping 
ground. 

NO 'DETROIT' ON THE SHENANDOAH 
In Virginia 's Shenandoah Valley last week res idents were 

resolved to p r e s e r v e the fine fa rm- lands , pas tu res and o rcha rds 
of Shenandoah from the blight of increasing industrial ization. 
The Shenandoah Valley, Inc . - -an associat ion of local business 
i n t e r e s t s - - a g r e e d to encourage only a l imited group of indust r ies 
to provide employment for valley r e s iden t s . E . E . Keis ter of 
New Market , Va., pres ident , said: "If we were to make the valley 
a Pi t tsburgh or a Detroit , it would change the whole nature of a 
section whose appeal is cul tura l , h is tor ic and s c e n i c . " 

JAPANESE ON TRIAL 
Cour t s -mar t i a l of twenty-eight Japanese-Amer icans , who 

refused to accept mil i tary training at Fort McClellan, Ala., In
fantry replacement center , were in p r o g r e s s last week. Br ig . 
Gen. Wallace Philoon, Commanaant, said that the men refused 
" t o accept t ra ining under the .American f lag" and that they "have 
lived for seve ra l y e a r s in Japan and have become indoctrinated 
with the mil i tary philosophy of that coun t ry . " The twenty-eight 
were m e m b e r s of a special battalion formed principally of second 
generation Japanese -Amer icans . General Philoon said all other 
m e m b e r s of the unit accepted t raining willingly. 

JOB PRJORITIES FOR VETERANS 
From Detroit last week Henry Ford promised war vet

e rans p r io r i t i e s on pos t -war jobs in his vast e n t e r p r i s e s . On 
the same day, in Washington, the House of Representa t ives vot
ed overwhelmingly to give the ve te rans the first call on all Gov
ernment payro l l s . M r . Ford, whose plants now hire 180,000 war 
worke r s , said ve te rans will get the preference when the war 
ends because "people have made a lot of money out of this war 
and the se rv icemen nothing." He made the pledge in a let ter 
to Br ig . Gen. Frank T . Hines, d i rec tor of Veteran ' s Retaining 
and Reemployment. The House bill , backed by Pres iden t Roose
velt who told a Congress ional commit tee the Government should 
set an employment example for pr ivate industry, provides that 
the names of s e rv i cemen and the wives or widows of disabled 
ve te rans go to the top of Government job l i s t s . In civil se rv ice 
ra t ings ten points would be added for disabled ve terans and thei r 
wives or widows and five points for all o thers who were in uni
form. 



C O N T R I B U T I O N S 
TO YOU 

I built a fence around my world, 
And prayed that it would s tay . 
But fate had other plans in mind, 
Now you a r e far away. 
That fence now lies in crumbled heaps , 
My thoughts a r e somet imes blue. 
But 1 turn my mind to other things, 
And mostly I think of you. 
Pe rhaps you too a r e lonely, 
And m i s s the things you had, 
The things we never rea l ized , 
The things that make hea r t s glad. 
The things a tiny little lad, 
Can do to a daddy's hear t . 
And make a smi le come to his face. 
Although they a r e mi les apar t . 
Our sacr i f ice is not in vain, 
For the things that a r e real ly worthwhile 
Must be achieved through s t ruggle and s t r i fe , 
And a ready and willing smi l e . 
My fence will again enc i rc le my world, 
With a broader , and lovelier view, 
And my heart shal l be thankful we have in th is world 
Husbands and Fa the r s like you. 
Husbands and Fa the r s , b ro the r s and sons , 
Who know that itis not all in vain. _ 
Who willingly give at the cost of their life, 
That their loved ones shall never know pain. 
I only pray when your job is done, 
For the Victory that shall be yours , 
May the Lord see fit to br ing each one, 
Safe to his own home s h o r e s . 

By Mary Samuelsen, the wife of a 
man in the Engineering Department . 

Brea thes there an ESSEX sai lor with soul so dead, 
Who never to his Division Officer has said, 

"What could I do short of winning the war , 
That would hasten my seeing my native s h o r e ? ' 

" T h e horse and mule live 30 yea r s 
And nothing knows of wine and beer . 
The goat and sheep at 20 die , 
and neve r tas te Scotch or r ye . 
The cows drink water by the ton 
And at 18 a r e mostly done; 
The dog at 15 cashes in, 
Without the aid of rum or gin. 
The cat in milk and water soaks 
And then at 12 shor t yea r s it c roaks ; 
The modest sober bone-dry hen 
Lays eggs for nogs, then d ies at 10. 
All animals a r e s t r ic t ly dry , 
They s in less live and s in less die; 
But sinful, ginful, rum-soaked men 
Survive for th ree s c o r e y e a r s and ten. 

SCUTTLEBUTT 
Ole ' Man Scuttlebutt is the cantankerous, changeable, deceiving, 
hear tbreaking, lying, ornery husband of Dame Rumor . 
Scuttlebutt is as heartening as a beefsteak sandwich, 
As sought after a s leave pape r s and as fickle as a ' F r i s c o blonde. 
Scuttlebutt r a i s e s your hopes, fills your soul with anticipation 
and then knocks you flatter than a galley flapjack. 
Scuttlebutt will cause you to gamble away your last dol lar , 
Fight with your bes t friend, and drive you nutty as a fruitcake. 
Scuttlebuti is as exciting as a date with Dorothy Lamour , 
As dull as McGonicle 's shark knife and as sad as a bloodhound's 
profi le . 
Scuttlebutt is as deceptive as a chorus gjrl's s m i l e . 
As false as a set of ma i l -o rde r teeth and as mean as a Bos!nmate 
with a hangover. 
Scuttlebutt is as soothing as a tall bee r , as i r r i t a t ing as the spik-
itch, and as aggravating as an early reve i l l e . 
Scuttlebutt is as badly wanted as a t r ip to the s ta tes 
Dreaded as much as a 0200 G.Q. and repeated oftener than a 
woman's s e c r e t s . 
Scuttlebutt will r a i s e your mora le , inflate your ego, and then 
knock the props out from under you just for the hell of i t . 
Scuttlebutt is quoted more than Shakespeare , denounced more 
often than Hirohito and denied as often as a 48 hour l iberty. 
Note: Webster s ays : "A scuttlebutt is an automatic fountain." 

- - -by R. G. Graves , AMMlc 

WHAT MY AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP MEANS TO ME 
What does my cit izenship mean to me? It means a spa rk 

ling Monday wash swaying lazily on the line; excited exchange of 
chatter a c ro s s the back yard fence; the clasped hands of t rue 
fr iends. 

It means the sleepy nod of dais ies along the roadside; 
fleecy clouds bobbing in a peaceful sky; the wind playfully s t i r r ing 
the leaves of a maple t r e e . 

What does my citizenship mean to me? It means grateful 
hear t s lifted in p raye r on Thanksgiving; the r i s e of church bells 
with the sun on the Sabbath; the newspapers on corner stands and 
the campaign buttons on coat lapels . 

But it a lso means the determined song of so ld iers m a r c h 
ing to war; the hum of factories re leas ing deadly weapons; the 
angry blast of cannon searching for their enemies . 

What does my cit izenship mean to me? It means the daz
zling fireworks on the fourth of July; wistful lit t le boys trott ing 
after a band on pa rade ; the blind faith of children in their 
Santa Claus . 

It means the pic ture of " t e a c h e r " on the blackboard; a 
litt le g i r l ' s worry over her doll ' s i l lness ; the "five and ten c e n t " 
flag hanging proudly from a tenement . 

What does my citizenship mean to me? Why, it means 
happiness! 

- -wr i t ten by Joan Sprague, 13-year-old 
daughter of Lt . A. W. Sprague. 



What Goes On - Topside and Below Decks ® 
SEEN HERE AND THERE IN AN INFORMAL TOl R OF 

THE ENGINEERING SPACES: "Spongehaid" Simons now str iking 
for yeoman in the Log Room; Adolph Solarik, (Jasiewicz, Jr.) " B Division yeoman and the "Wyandotte W e a s e l " Sucky Smith, t e a r 
ing his few remaining ha i r s out over Cubby Long, (Cubby, tha t ' s 
short for Cub- t racks , tha t ' s little B e a r - t r a c k s , get i t ? ) ; "Gold-
m i n e r " Monosky, mining in the dark and d rea ry bilges of the 
f i reroom, really finding the dough in the last few weeks; (F.D.R.) 
Davidson with his purple heart medal p resen ted by the officers of 
this department upon his receiving seve ra l wounds in connection 
with at tempting to smash an airplane with his " H e - m a n " chest 
and with further commando tac t ics in the Log Room; John (The 
Belly) P r i m r o s e s tr iving in vain for that f irst c l ass crow; "Now 
salute m e " Deserano with his new gold braid; Mort imer Tinsley, 
and his handle bar moustache and his t a t oos ; "Sack -ou t " Banry, 
never ea ts breakfast , doesn't get up in t ime; Sack-out has turned 
over the Wardroom coke machine to " B r o a d - s h o u l d e r s " Chr i s to 
pher while he catches up on his s leep; " M a t t r e s s - b a c k " Tommy 
and his r eco rds officer s t r i k e r , Vincent; Miss T repan ie r , the 
engineer;"Kid Galahad" Yuhas, st i l l a sub-man at hear t ; Meyer , 
" T h e F o r e m a n " laying down the law in the shop; "Ubangi" Mc-
Daniels and " B r e a k w a t e r " Fountain against " E s k i m o " Wilson 
and "The Indian"Chandler in a hot casino game; "Sheriff" Hartel l 
shining his badge; "The R a t " Hodos having a heart to hear t 
with " S t e w " while Murphy, "The I r i s h " gr ipes on the fantail be 
cause " S t e w " won't read enough; Joe "The Mug" Gar r i son study
ing for chief with his "Green L a n t e r n " comics ; Morr i son , "The 
Kib i t ze r " watching " D r e a r y " Catkins play checkers and yelling 
"No kibi tz ing" with the accent always on the 'bi t ' ; Schultz, "The 
Dutchman" always goes dutch t r ea t ; "Kid M c R a e " , the grea tes t 
little feather weight in the Navy; " S i m p " Bumgarner , "blowing-
up technic ian" ; Starkey with weighty p rob lems and headaches; 
Chockjey, Admira l ' s favori te; " P o k e r - f a c e " Lewis; Nicell i , the 
"Spagett i b e n d e r " ; Kwaitkowski, "All Amer ican-Panama Kid" ; 
Pe t ruce l l i , c laims he ' s a descendant of the Chippawa t r ibe ; 
Shufflebarger, the casualty s l ip wr i t e r ; "Chief Y e o m a n " Reese; 
and last but not least , Commander Merkle , the Chief Engineer 
himself. 

Meet some more of the Bombron gang - - Venerable Pop 
Downey, able gunner, able bal lplayer Bal t imor ian , Ken 
Bussy, co-edi tor of the squadron newsheet Texans-- (We men 
from Texas a re supermen!) - - Jack Hooten, Al H a r r i s , Jim Ham-
mons , Ken Jackson. 

J ive-hounds--Al Fra io l i , Andy Gots is , Gene Murphy, Ron
nie Guilbeau Technician R.A. Clark, hardest working guy in the 
outfit . . . .C.J. LaBorde , P-Boat grad . . . .The Adams - - Chuck and 
Oscar - - no relat ion but th icker 'n ' molasses . . . .Main boos te r , 
ebulient Frenchy Lemieux. . .Smil in ' Sam Dorosh... .Guy, 5 x 5 
Henry Ray Flanagan, fervent pen pal of a Bostonian.. . .Neal 
St ienkmeyer with life-jacket dubbed "Ruby" . . . .Smi l in ' Chuck 
Swihar t . . . .Porky Duncan, chased fly bal ls on White House lawn 
m o r e of the gang next t i m e . 

Investigation shows the re is no t ruth to the repor t that the 
Lone Star flag t>f Texas flies above the sack in E n s . Wilfred 
Bai ley ' s cabin. But he admits it would il he had one. 

We give you Ensign Fred Talbot, as probably the only pilot 
who not only has a complete Shakespeare aboard, but actually 
reads i t ! I t ' s the Boston background coming out, no doubt. 

Co-edi tor Crosse t t e has already s t a r t ed a chicken farm 
in the log room. He c la ims that he rescued the chicken as it was 
being manhandled by a bunch of rough s a i l o r s . Just as soon as he 
finds out what the sex of the chicken is he is goin to get specia l 
leave to hunt up a mate sui table for i t . Also, h- la holding the 
chris tening exerc i se in abeyance until he finds out whether it 
should be Mary or Joe. 

It is r epor ted that a Baker lc had his p ic ture in the home
town paper recent ly and was quoted as saying, " I just can't wait 
to get a c rack at those dirty J a p s " . Maybe he intends to throw 
those biscui ts of his at them. 

In the last i ssue of the Buccaneer m e r e was a poem en
ti t led "A Landlubber 's L a m e n t " . This poem was written by R. 
G. Graves , AMMlc, of V 2 C Division. No credit line was given 
because at the t ime of the last i s sue , we did not know who wrote 
the a r t ic le as it was unsigned. It was pretty good, wasn' t i t? 
Incidently, Graves had some poems published in Our Navy Mag
azine. 

" C o u s i n " Tommy Thompson, new photog aboard, has 
earned the nickname because he has been taking good ca re of the 
boys who like to play a l i t t le game called Blackjack. 

George Scarengos , Navigator ' s Yeoman, intends to ship 
into the Greek Navy just a s soon as the emergency is declared 
ended. _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Harry Skopp, manager of smal l s t o r e s , is planning to run 
a specia l on white m a t t r e s s covers at $1.00 each or two for $1 .98 -
He c la ims that business is all leaving smal l s to res and going 
e lsewhere leaving him with nothing to do. 

One of the most accommodating men on the ship is S t o r e 
keeper Shires in the disbursing office. He can always find t ime 
to do a shipmate a favor. 

The Topside Repor ter has been getting in some ex t r a -
duty r e h e a r s a l s . His latest innovation is to stand on the flight 
deck near the bow as the ship tu rns into the wind and yelling at 
the pilots in the landing c i r c l e . He c la ims that when he r eaches 
the pitch where he can be heard, he will be able to address the 
en t i re ship 's company without using the RBO faci l i t ies . 

In the V 3 E unit a going-away party was held for D.C. 
Guidicelly, S i c and then Lt . Hopkins got o r d e r s to leave. Both 
a r e plank owners and both hated to leave. However, William A. 
Ivie, Sic, a lso detached, wanted to get back to the s ta tes as he 
says he has a s c o r e to se t t le with a longshoreman in ' F r i s c o . 
Ray Hencirix, John Schneider, E a r l Holt. Joe Barch, Gus Cox, L. 
D. Wood (the guy who worked Guidicelly so hard) , Doug Bordeau 
and the r e s t of the older men in the unit had long faces for th ree 
or four days because they hated to par t company with their sh ip 
ma te s . Everything is s t i l l fair in love and war though. 

Ensign Mil l i s , photographic in te rp re te r , is studying to be 
an efficiency exper t . He has a problem which is taking cons ider 
able amount of t ime to work out. He wants to prove that it is 
possible for a man to get 22 hours s leep every day without m i s s 
ing a m e a l . 

G.C. Hill, CAMM, moved into Chief's Quar t e r s June 1 a s 
his CPO appointment went into effect. 

"Sam, you made the pants too long" Derder ian can't d e 
cide on a moustache. I t ' s on again, off again. Le t ' s get on the 
ball , Sam 

McCarty, the guy who ^ets the bulk of the enlisted men ' s 
mail in the squadron, just can t seem to get enough; as soon as 
that mail call sounds, he ' s there with that famil iar , "Any mai l , 
M i l o ? " On the Q.T., " C a r t y " , everyone ag rees with you that 
the mail call is the best sounding music in the sh ip ' s bug le r ' s 
r e p e r t o r i e . 

Incidentally, Stafford, "Staff" to all his buddies is the 
Laundry P.O. and is working on the bright idea of inveigling the 
Laundry Boys into using one of the jeeps for delivery s e r v i c e . It 
takes a litt le bit m o r e than the p romise of c igare t tes and ice 
c r e a m , Staff, or maybe you used the wrong sa lesmanship , and I'm 
su re you ' re due for a disappointment, but s ta r t on another brain 
s to rm and maybe it will bear fruit. 

Chief Miller is expecting the heir to the Miller millions 
somet ime in July. Nope, Chief, we ' re s u r e you won't be home 
when the s tork a r r i v e s but l e t ' s hope you can see him before he 's 
old enough to vote. 

Then t h e r e ' s Ferguson, " F e r g i e " to the fellows, who is 
a lso looking forward to becoming the proud Dad of an all A m e r i 
can. F e r g i e ' s g rea tes t t rouble is t rying to decide on a name for 
the little guy, what say we give him a hand with a few suggest ions . 
He re ' s one, Fe rg ie , " B a r n a c l e " (corney, eh!) 

In the Supply Department you ' 'ask for it and hope for the 
b e s t " . Everything is running along smoothly in the Supply Depart
ment outside of not being able to furnish the boys with anything 
to drink (not counting bee r ) , we a r e s t i l l managing to hold our 
own. Who was it that sa id , and I quo te" I t ' s good while it l a s t s " . 



ONCE AGAIN 
OUR AIR GROUP 
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